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SIR  WILLIAM  JO]^ES. 


Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  embarked  for  In*  ^ 
dia  in  the  Crocodile  frigate;  and  in  April 
1783,  left  his  native  country,  to  which  he 
was  never  to  return,  with  the  unavailing  re- 
gret and  affedioiiate  wifhes  of  his  numerous 
friends  and  admirers* 

As  to  himfelf,  the  melancholy  impireffions 
v^hich  he  could  not  but  feel  on  fuch  ah  oCca* 
lion,  were  alleviated  by  various  cbnfidera- 
tions.  The  expe^ations  of  five'  years  were' 
now  acGompKfhed*  in  the^  attainment  of  his' 
wilhes ;  he  anticipated  the  utility  of  his  offi- 
cial labours  to  the' public,  and  the  occupation 
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fo  peculiarly  delightful  to  him,  of  inveftigat- 
iftg  unexplored  .  mines  of  literature.  Sir 
William  Jones  was  now  in  his  thirty-feventh 
year,  in  the  full  vigour  ©f  his  faculties,  and 
he  looked  forward  with  ardour  to  the  plea- 
fiires  and  advantages  ariUng  from  his  fitua* 
tion  in  India,  without  any  apprchenfion  that 
the  climate  of  that  country  would  prove 
hoftile  to  his  conftitution.  A  difference  of 
opinion  on  great  .political  queftions,  without 
diminiftiing  his  regard  for  his  friends,  had 
naiTowed  his  habitS'  of  intercourfe  with  fome 
v?lvo;n  he  ^  fmcerely  efteemed,  and  '  he  felt 
therefore  the  lefs  regret  in  quitting  thofe 
whofe  principjes  hewilhed  to  approve,  but 
from  whom,  an  adherence  to '  his  own  fre- 
quently compelled  him  to  diffent.  He  re- 
flj^ded  with  pleafure  oa  the  independency  of 
his  ftation,  that  the  ^  line  of  duty,  which  it 
prefcribed^  was  flrait  and  defined,  and  in 
leaving  his  native  country^  for  which  he  re- 
tained the  warmeft  affedion,  he  was  not  forry 
to  abandon  all  political  cares:  and  difcuffions* 
But  his  greateil  confolation  and  enjoyment 
were  derived  from  the  fociety  of  Lady  Jones  • 
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y^  "To  thofe  who  are  dcftitote  of  internal  re- 
fpurces)  whofe  hablta  have  led  them  to  feek 
for  amufement  in  the  mifcellaneous  occur- 
rences and  topics  of  the  day  only^  a  Tea 
voyage  is  a  period  of  fatigue,  languor,  ahd, 
anxiety.  To  Sir  Williiam  Jones  every  new 
fcene  wa6  intereftiiig^  ^lid  his  mind^  ekei^- 
cifed  by  inceilant  ftudy  and  refledion^  poi^ 
fefled  an  inexhauftible  fund  of  fubjefts;  which 
he  could  at  pleafure  fele£b  and  apply  to  the 
purpofes  of  recreation  and  improvement,  but 
his  application  during  his  voyage  was  more 
particularly  direded  to  thofe  ftudies,  by  which 
he  was  to  enlarge  the  requifite  qualifications 
for  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  public  fta*- 
tion,  with  fatisfadipn  to  himfelf,  and  benefit 
to  the  community** 

*  The  following  memorandum  Was  written  bf  Sir 
William  Jones  during  his  voyage. 

Objects  of  Enquii'y  during  my  residence  in  Asia. 
1  i  ^he  Laws  of  the  Hindus  and  Mohammedans. 
t.  The  History  of  the  Ancient  World. 
,  3.  Proofs  and  Illustrations  of  Scripture. 

4.  Traditions  concerning  the  Deluge,  &c* 

5.  Modem  Politics  and  Geography  of  Hindustan. 

6.  Best  Mode  of  governing  Bengal, 

B  2         . 
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The  foHowing  fliort  letter  to  Ldrd  Afli* 
burton,  written  a  few  weeks  aftfer  his  em- 

r'7.  Arithmetic  and  Geometrf,  and  mixied*  Sciences  of 
r  '      the  Asiatics. 

8,  Medicine,  Chemistry,,  Surgery,   and  Anatomy  of 

the  Indians. 

9.  Natnrsri  Productions  of  India.  .    .       ■       . 

10.  Poetry,  Rhetoric,  and  Morality  of  Asia. 

11.  Music  of  the  Eastern  Nations. 

12.  The  Shi-King,  oir  300  Chinese  Odes* 
IS.  The  best  accounts  of  Tibet  and  Cashmir.: 

14.  Trade,  Manufa<itures,  Agriculture,  and  Commerce 

of  India. 

15.  Mogul   Constitutidn,  ccHitained    ia    the    Defteri. 

Alemghiri,  and  Ayein  Acbari, 

16.  Mahratta  Constitution. 

To  print  and  publish  the  Gospel,  oi  St.  Luke  in 

Arabic. 
To  publish  Law  Tracts  in  Persian  or  Arabic. 
To  print  ahd  publish  the  Psahis  of  David  in  Per*^ 

sian  Verse. 
To  compose,  if  God  grant  me  Life, 
1.    Elements  of  the  Laws  of  Englind; 

Modelr^niht  Essay  on  Bailment — ^Aristotle, 
i.  The  History  of  the  American  War. 

Model^^ThMcjdxie^  and  Polybius. 
S*   Britain  discovered,  an  Heroic  Poem  on  the  Consti- 
tution of  England.    Machinery.    Hindu  Gods^ 
Model — Homer. 

4.  Speeches^  Political  and  Forensic. 

JI/a^£r/-«.D^mosthenes. 

5.  Dialogues,  Philosophical  and  Historical. 

(^    Model— VWto. 

6.  Letters.  Model — Demosthenes  and  Plato. 

12th  July,  1783.     Crocodile  Frigate. 
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barkation,  may  nqt  he  unacceptable  to  the 
reader : 

Sir   WILLIAM    JONES  to   Lord   ASH- 
BURTON. 

j/prilQl,  1783. 

Your  kind  letter  found  me  on 
board   the  Grooodile:    I  ihould  have  been 
very  unhappy  had  .it  miffed  me,^  fince  1  have 
long  habituated  myfelf    to   fet  the  higheft 
value  on  ^very  word  you  ipeak,  and  every 
line  you  write.     Of  the  tvr o  inelofcd  letters 
toour£iendS)  Impey  and  Chambers,  I  will 
take  the  greateft  care^  and  will  punctually 
,frflow   your   directions   as   to   the   firft  of 
them.     My  departure  was  fudden  indeed; 
iut  the  Admiralty  were  fo  anxious  for  the 
failing  of  this  frigate,  and  their  orders  were 
fo   perejnptory,    that  it    was   impoffible  to 
wait  for  any  thing   but   a    breeze.      Our 
voyage  has  hitherto  been  tolerably  pleafant, 
and,  fince  we  left  the  Channel,  very  quick. 
We  begin  to  fee  albicores  about  the  Ihip, 
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and  \6  pttctWc  ah  agreeable  change  of  cli- 
mate. Our  days,  though  fhort,  give  me 
ample  time  for  ftudjr,  recreation,  and  exer* 
cife ;  but  my  joy  an4  delight  proceed  fron^ 
the  furprifmg  health  and  fpirits  of  Anna 
Maria,  who  join§  me  in  affectionate  remem* 
-  brarice  to  Lady  Afhburton.  Aa  to  you,  my 
dear  Lord,;  we  confider  you  as  the  fpring 
aJnd.fountl^n  of  our  happinefs,  as  the  author 
and  parent,  (a  Roman  would  have  added, 
what  the  coldaefs  of  our  no^hern'  language 
will  hardly  admit)  the  god  of  our  fortunes. 
It  is  poflible  indeed,  that  by  inceflant  labour 
and  irkfpme  attendance  at  the  bar,.  I  might 
in  due  time  have  attained  all  that  my  vei^ 
limited  ambition  could  afpire  to ;  but  in  no 
other  ftation  than  that  which  I  owe  to  yoir 
friendfhlp,  could  I  have  gratified  at  once  my 
boundlefs  curiofity  concerning  the  people  of 
the  Eaft,  continued  the  eiercife  of  my  prp- 
feiEon,  in  which  I  fincerely  delight,  and  en- 
joyed at  thq  fame  tipae  thp  comforts  of  dq- 
mcftic  life-  The  grand  jury  of  Denbig]^- 
fliire,    have   found,    I  underftand,    the  bill 
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againft  the  Dean  of  St.  Afaph,  for*  publifli- 
ing  my  dialogue ;  but  as  an  indictment  for 
a  theoretical  eflay  on  government  was  I  be- 
lieve never  before  known,  I  have  no  appre- 
henlion  for  the  confequences.  As  to  the 
dodrines  in  the  tradt,  though  I  fliall  certainly 
not  preach  them  to  the  Indians,  who  muft 
and  will  be  governed  by  abfolute  power,  yet 
I  fliall  go  through  life  with  a  perfaafion,  that 
th£y  are  juft  and  rational^  that  fubflantial 
freedom  is  both  the'  daughter  and  parent  of 
virtue,  and  that  virtue  is  the  only  fourc^  of 

public  and  private  felicity.     Farewell. 

*       *       *       *      '*'      * 

In  the  courfe  of  the  voyage  he  flopped 
at  Madeira,  and>  in  ten  additional  weetcs  of 
profperous  failing  from  the  rugged  iflands  of 
Cape  Verd,  arrived  at  Hinzuan  or  Joaiin%. 
Of  this  ifland,  where  he  remained  a  few 
days  only,  he  has  publiflied  an  intereflirxg 
^nd  amufing  defcription.  He  expatiates 'with 
rapture  on  his  approach  to  it,  delineates  with 
the  fkill  of  an  artift  the  beauties  of  the  fcene- 
ry,  itnd  flcetches  with  the  difcrimiriating  pen 
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pf  a  phUofopher,  the  charaders  and  manners 
of  the  unpolifhed  but  hofpitable  natives.  The 
novelty  of  the  fcene  was  attractive,  and  its 
impreffion  upon  his  mind  is  ftrongly  marked 
hy  the  following  juft  and  elegant  refle6lion, 
which  in  fubftance  'is  more  than  once  re- 
peated in  his  writings : — **  If  Jife  were  not 
**^too  fhort  for  the  complete  difcharge  ojf  all 
**  our  refpcdlive  duties,  public  and  private^ 
*'  and  for  the  acquifition  even  of  nwelfary 
*'  knowledge  in  any  degree  of  perfection, 
**  with  how  much  pleafure  and  improve* 
**  ment  might  a  great  part  of  it  be  fpent  in 
**  admiring  the  beauties  of  this  wonderful 
**  orb,  and  contemplating  the  nature  of  man 
"  in  all  its  varieties*!*' 

But  it  would  be  injuftice  to  his  memory, 
to  paft  over  without  particular  notice,  the 
fenfible  and  dignified  rebuke,  with  which  he 
repelled  the  rude  attack  of  Muflulman  hi** 
gqtry  on  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour.  Durr 
ing  a  yifit  which  he  made  to  a  native  of  the 
ifland,  a  Coran  was  produced  for  his  inrpec*? 

*  Sir  WaiJam  Jones>  Works,  vpL  iv.  p.  274. 
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tion,  find  ixU ,  attention  was  pointedly  di- 
rected ito  jEi  pA^a^e  ip  -a  coramentsuy  accufmg 
(he  CljirijOtians  of  blafph^my,  In  calling  our 
Saviour  the  Son  of  ,Gord.     ^*  The  conii](ien<- 
**  tator  (he  replied)  was  much  to  bla^^e  for 
**  paffinjg  fo  ind^ifcriminate  |ind  h?ifty  a  cen- 
*'  fure ;  the  title  which  ^ave  your  legiflator, 
*'  and  which  giv^es  you  foch  oflfcjt^ce,   wai 
'"  often  applied  in  Judea  by  a  bold  figure, 
**  agreeably  to  the  Hebrew  ijdiom,  though 
^  unufual  in  Arabic,  to  an^elsy  to  holy  men^ 
^*  and  even  to  nil  mar^kind^  who  j^e  coiQ- 
^  manded  to  call  God  their  father ;  and  in 
^  this  large  fenfe,  the  Apoftlc  to  tlje  Romans 
^*  calls  the  cleft  the  children  of  Gpd,  and 
**  the  M  effiah  xhtjir^  born  among  many  bri- 
**  thren ;  but  the  words  only  begotten  are  ap- 
"  plied  tranfcendantly  and  incomparably  to 
**  him  alone;  and  as  for  jnc,  who  believe 
*'  the  Scriptures  which  you  alfo  profefs  to 
**  believe,  though  }ou  aflfert  without  proof 
♦*  that  we  have  altered  them,  I  cannot  refufe 
him  an  appellation,  though  far  furpafling 
our  r^afon,  by  whic^  he  is  diflinguiihed 
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-•*  in  the  Gofpelj'  and  the  believers  in  Mo* 
**  hammed,  who'  exprefsly  names  him  the 
•*  Mefliah,  and  pronounces  him  to  have 
•*  been  born  of  a  virgin  (which  alone  might 
^  felly  juftify  the  phrafe  condemned  by  this 
*•  author)'^ are  thenifelves  condemnable,  for 
/* 'cavilling  at  words,  when  they  cannot  ob- 
••  ^e<ft  to  the  fubftance  of  oiir  faith,  gon- 
^  fiftently  with  their  own*." 

This  quotation' affords  a  decifive  proof  of 
the  belief  of  Sir  William  Jones,  in  the  fub- 
lime  doctrines  of  the  Chriftian  religion.  Had 
he  been  an  infidel,  he  would  have  fmiled  at 
the  fcpffs  of  Muffiilman  bigotry;  and  had 
he  beeh- indifferent  to  his' faith,  he  would 
have^  been  filent  on  an  occafion,  where  h© 
could  exped  neither  candour  nor  conceflions 
from  his  antagbnifts.  Indeed  he  was  well 
awJairCj  that  a  religious  difpute  with  thofe 
zealots,  would  have  been  fruitlefs  and  unfea- 
fonable,  arid  might  have  been  dangerous ;  but,^ 
as  it  was  inconfiftent  with  his  principles,  tQ 

^favow  or  conceal  what  he  firmly  believe^ 
^^  Sir  W^liam  JonesS  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  269w 
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and  profefled,  he  could  not  fuffer  the  attack 
'  to  pafs  without  reprehenfion,  and  he  ground- 
ed it  on  premifes,  which  his  opponents  could 
not  difpute,  nor  did  they  venture  to  an- 
fwer. 

From  Hinzuan  to  the  Ganges,  nothing 
material  occurred,  and  he  landed  at  Calcutta, 
in  September  1783.  His  reputation  had 
preceded  his  arrival,  which  was  anxioufly 
cxpe6led,  and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  find, 
that  his  appointment  had  dilFufed  a  general 
fatisfa6lion,  which  his  prefence  now  rendered 
complete.  The  Students  of  the  Oriental 
languages  were  eager  to  welcome  a  fcholar, 
whofe  erudition  in  that  branch  of  literature 
was  unrivalled,  and  whofe  labour^  and  ge-- 
nius  had  affifted  their  progrefs;  while  the 
public  rejoiced  in  the  poffeflion  of  a  magif- 
trate,  whofe  probity  arid  independence  were 
no  lefs  acknowledged  than  his  abilities. 

With  what  rapture  he  himfelf  contem- 
plated his  new  fituation,  may  be  niore  cafily 
conceived  than  defcribed.  As  a  magiftrate 
frf  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  he  had 
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now^hat  9|^^nity,  w^icji  he  eycr  vdenjt- 
Jly.deiired^cpf  devoting  Ixis  .talents  to  the  ifit^ 
viqe  of  his  native  co^ntr5r,  and  of  prqpiot- 
ing  tl^e  happinefs  of  ^thecommunitj  in  which 
he  refided;    while  the  hiftory,   antiquities, 
natural  productions,  ax^s,  fciences^  and  lite- 
rature of  Afia,  opened  an  extenfive  and  aU 
mcft  bqundlefs  field  to  hij  enquiries.     He 
was  inpw  plsiged  amidft  a  people,  whofe  pre- 
te;niiops  to  antiquity-  had  hitherto  eluded  re-^  ' 
iearch,    and  whofe  manners,   religion,   and 
cuftofu^,  ftill  retained  the  fame  charaderifti- 
cal  peculiarities,  hy  which  thpy  wpre  origi- 
nally diftinguiflicd.     Time^  who  4)reads  the 
Vfeil  of  oblivion  over  the  opinions  and  works 
of  fr^jankind^  who  annihilates  empires  and 
the .  r^epords  of  their  exi|lenpe,    had  fpared 
the  do<3rij^e;s;  ^d  langjiage  -of  the  followers 
of  Brapia,  and  2fn>id|l  the  ravagies  of  con- 
queft  and  oppj^j^ions  of  tyranny,  feemed  to 
proted  with  paj^nt^l  care  fome  of  the  eariieft 
j)iontimefxf$  pf  hi?  '^^fgP'     ^^^  Hindoos  in 
fad  prefipnted  to  tlje  obfervation  of  ISir  Wil- 
liam Joue?,  ^  living  -pidure  of  antiqqity^: 
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ihd  ahlibugfr  t!i«  colbiiHrig  mtgbf  ht(6ht^ 
what  faded  and  obYoliWdi  th6' lin^ainiints  of 
tlie  erijgiriid'  chai-afl^r  \vtre  fffl!  (fifcerillble 
by  the  ttioft  ftiperi5cial  obfeiVef,  Whilrfr  he 
remaarked  them  with'  difcriminatidti'  add 
rapture. 

■  In  December  17S3,  he  entered^  upon  his 
judicial' funftiotts;  and,al  the  opening  o(  the 
(eflrons;    delivered   his   firft  charge  to  the 
grancf  ju'ry.     The  public  had  formed  a  high 
cftiniatfe  of  his  oratorical  powers,  nor  were 
they  difappointed.     liis  addrefs  was  elegant, 
concife,  and  appropriate;  the  cxpofition  of 
his  lentiments  and   principles  was   equally, 
manly  and   conciliatory,   and   calculated   to 
iafpire  general   fatisfaftion,   as   the  known 
fincerity  of  his  charafier  was  a  tefi  of  his 
adherence*  to  his  profeflions.     In  glancing  at 
Afferitions,  which,  at  no  remote  period,  had 
unfortunately  prevailed  between  tfie  fupreme 
executive  and  judicial  powers  in  Bengal,  he 
ihewed  that  they  might   and  ought   to  be 
avoided,  that  the  furi£iions  of  both  were  dif- 
tind,  and  could  be  exercifed  without  dange]; 
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of  collifion,  in  promoting  yfrh^t  ihould  be. 
the  objed  of  both,  the  public  good.  /    - 

In  the  intervals  of  I^ure  from  hid  profef^ 
(fonal  duties^ .  he,  direded  his  attention  to 
fcientific  objedls ;  he  foon  faw  that  the  field 
of  refearch  in  India,  was  of  an  extent  to 
baffle  the  induflry  of  any  individual  j  apd 
that  whatever  fucce^^  might  attend  bis  own 
indefatigable  labours^  it  could  only  be  ex« 
plored  by  the  united  efforts  of  many.  With 
thefe  ideas,  he  devifed  the  inftitution  of  a , 
fociety  in  Calcutta,  on  the  plan  of .  thofe . 
eftablifhed  in  the  principal  cities  of  Europe, 
as  heft  calculated  to  excite  and  facilitate  the 
enquiries,  of  the  ingenious,  as  affording  the 
means  of  preferving  the  numerous  little  trads 
and  eflays,  which  otherwife  would  be  loft  to 
the  public,  and  of  concentrating  all  the  va* 
luable  knowledge,  which  might  be  obtained  ^ 
in  Afia*  The  fuggeftion  was  received  with 
the  greateft  fatisfadion  by  feveral  gentlemen  ^ 
to  whom  he  communicated  it,  and  the  mem* 
bers  of  the  new  aflbciation  affembled  for 
the  firft  timcj  in  January  1784.  .  , 
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The  repetition  of  a  narrative,  which  has 
already  appeared  in  feveral  publications*, 
may  be  deemed  fuperfluoua;;^but  a  detail  of 
the  circumftances  attending  the  fyrmation  :of . 
an  Inilitution,  of  which  Sir  Willianfi  Jone5 
was  npt  only  the  founder,  but  the  brighteft 
ornament,  cannot  with  propriety  be  omitted 
in  the  meqioxFS  of  his  life. 
>  It  had  been  refolved  to  follow,  as  nearly 
as  pofSble,  the  plan  of  ,the  Royal  Society  in 
London,  of  which  the  King  is  the  patron^ 
and  at  the  firft  meeting,  it  was  therefore 
agreed,  to  addrefs  the  Governor- General  and 
Council  of  Bengal,  explaining  the  objects  of 
the  fociety,  and  foliciting  the  honour  of  their 
patronage,  which  was  granted  in  the  moft 
flattering  terms  of  approbation.  The  mem-  , 
bers  next  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a 
prefidcnt:  and  as  Warren  Haftings,  Efquire, 
then  Governor-General  of  India,  had  diftia- 
guifhed  himfelf  as  the  firft  liberal  promoter 
of  ufeful  knowledge  in  Bengal,  and  efpecially 

*  Asiatic  Researches,  vol.  i.  Introduction.     The  ac-  ' 
count  is  omittecl  in  the  works  of  Sir  William  Jones. 
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*  as  the  great  ehc6uxtiger  of  Perfian  arid  San- 
fcrit  literature,  they  dieemcd  him  entitled  to 
every  mark  of  diftindlion,  which  it,  was  in 
their  power  to  offer :  and  altliough  they  were 
aWare^  tliat  the  numerous  and  important  du- 
tits  of  his  public  ftation,  might  prove  an  in-^ 
formountabie  objedibrf  to  his  acquiefcence, 
they  neverthelefs  dcteriiiined  to  folicit  his 
acceptance  of  the  hohdrafy  title  of  prefident 
of  the  fociety,  as  a  juft  tribute  of  refpeft, 
which  the  occafion  feemed  to  demand,  and 
•which  could  riot  have  been  omitted,  without 
ah'  appearance  of  inattefntion  to  his  diftin-^ 
guifhed  pierit. 

The  application  was  received  with  the  ac- 
knowledgment due  to  the  motives  which  dic- 
tated it :  but  /Mr.  Haffirigs,  for  the  reafons 
which  had  been  anticipated,  declined  his  ac- 

,  ceptance  of  thfr  prc^flfered  title,  and  "  begged 
"  leave  to  rcfign  his' prettrifibns  to  the  gen* 
**  tlemah,  whofe  genius  had  planned  the  in- 
•*  ftitutiori,  aWdWaS  pi 6i!  capable  of  cohdud- 
^  ing  h,  to  the  attainment  of  the  great  and 
^  fplendid  purpofes  of  its  formation."     Sir 
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William  Jones,  upon  the  receipt'  of^tlus  ah^^ 
fwer,  wa$  inunediately  and  unariimouflyTe- 
quefted  to  accept  the  prefidency  of  thte  fbciety. ' 
On  this  occafion,  he  addreffcd'  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  tiaftings:  •     . 

MY  DEAR  SIR; 

Independently  of  my  general  pre- 
famption^   that  whatever   you   determine  is 
right,  I  cannot  but  admit  the  folidity  of  the 
reafons,   which  induce  you  to  decline  that 
precedence,  to  which,  if  our  fociety  were  in 
its  full  vigour  inftead  of  being  in  its  cradlcg,, 
you  wduld  have  a  title  paramount  to  all,  who 
have  been,  are,  or  will  be,  in  thi^'  country. 
Every  part  of  your  letter  (except  that  which 
yout  kind  indulgence  makes  fp  honourable 
to  me)  carries  with  it'the  cleareft  conviction. 
Ybiir  firft  reafoh  (namely,  an  unwillingnefs  to 
accepi:  an  honorary  truft,  arid  want  of  leifure 
for  One,  that  may  require  an  adlive  part)  muft  ' 
appear  latisfadory  to  all.     I  truft,  you  will 
confider  our  aft  as  proceeding  folely  from  our 
aqs^ety  to  give  you,  that  diftindion,  which 
Juftice'bbliged  ]is  to  give.     As  to  myfelfj  I 
Ljfc— V.  11.  -     c 
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eouM  nenr  have  b^^  fatislied,  if,  in  traverf-  ^ 
ing  the  &a  of  Iwowkdge,  I  had  fallen  in  with 
a  ihip  of  jour  rate  and  ftation,  without  ffarik* 
iqg  my  flag.  One  thing  more,  my  dear  Sir, 
I  muft  afiure  you  of,  that  in  whatever  man- 
ner your  objections  had  been  ftated,  I  fliould 
have  thought  them  juil  and  wife;  and  if  it 
were  not  for  the  pleafure,  which  your  friendly 
communication  of  them  has  given  me^  I  fhould 
repent  of  the  trouble  which  our  intended  ho- 
mage has  occafioned. 

I  return  Mr,  Turner's  letters,  wijh  many 
tl^anks  for  the  entertainment  which  I^ady  J. 
and  myfelf  have  received  from  them.  I 
promife  myfelf  much  deligl^t  and  inftruCtion 
from  his  converfation,  and  hope  that  when 
he  (hall  think  "proper  to  communicate  a  re- 
lation of  his  travels  *,  he  will  prefer  our  fo^- 
ciety  to  that  of  London.     I  will  pay  my  re- 

*  This  relation  was  published  in  1800,  un4er  the  title 
of  **  An  Account  of  an  Embassy  to  the  Court  of  Teshoo 
**  Lama  in  Tibet  5"  &c.,  by  Captain  Samuel  Turner.  It 
is-  exceedingly  curious  and  interesting.  The  RUthoTi  whose 
^amiable  manners  and  good  qualities  had  endeared  him  to 
}iis  friends,  was  seized  with  an  apoplexy  as  he  was  walk- 
ing the  streets  of  London^  and  died  within  two  days. 
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fpe£ts  to  you  in  the  evening,  and  am  con- 
cemed>  from  a  felfifh  motive,  that  the  place 
where  I  now  write,  will  fo  foon  lofe  one  of 
its  greateft  advantages.  Believe  me  to  bc^ 
with  unfeigned  regard,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  fcrvant, 

William  Jones. 

<»      #      ♦      4^       «      » 

To  this  pttUic  and  private  record  of  the 
merit  of  Affr.  Haftings,  in  promoting  and  en- 
couraging the  purfaits  of  literature  in  Aiia,. 
the  addition  of  any  further  teftimony  muft 
be  fuperfluous  ;  yet  I  cannot  deny  myfelf  the  ' 
fatisfadlion  of  ftating  briefly  the  grounds  o£ 
his  claims  to  that  diftindlion^  which  excited 
the  acknowledgments  and  prompted^  the  fo- 
licitation  of  the  fociety . 

Mr.  Haftings  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
the  £aft«*India  company,  with  all  the  ad^ 
vants^es  of  a  regular  clafUcal  educatioQ,  and 
with  a  mind  ftrongly  impr^fled  with  the 
pleafures  of  literature.  The  common  diaiedt;^ 
of  Bengal,  after  hii  arrival  in  that  country^ 
foiMi  became  familiar  to  him ;  and  at  a  period 
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when  the  ufe  and  importance  of  the  Perfian 
language  were  fcarcely  fufpedled,  and  when 
the  want  of  that  grammatical  and  philological 
afliftance,  which  has  facilitated  the  labours  of 
fucceeding  ftudents,  rendered  the  attainment 
of  it  a  tafk  of  peculiar  difficulty,  he  acquired 
a   proficiency   in   it.     His  fuccefs  not  only 
contributed  to  make  known  the  advantages  of 
the   apquifition,   but   proved  an  inducement 
to  others  to  follow  his  example,  and  the  ge- 
neral  knowledge   of  the   Perfian   language, 
which  has  been  fince  attained  by  the  fervants 
of  the   Eaft-India   company,  has   confpired 
to  produce  political  effedls  of  the  greateft  na- 
tional importance,  by  promoting  and  accele- 
rating the  improvements,  which  have  taken 
place  in  the  fyftem  of  internal  adminiftration 
in  Bengal. 

If  Mr.  Haftings  cannot  claim  the  merit  of 
having  himfelf  explored  the  mine  of  Sanfcrit 
literature,  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  the 
.^raife  of  having  invited  and  liberally  encou- 
raged the  refearches  of  others.  But  he  has  a 
claim  to  commendations  of  a  higher  nature ; 
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for  a  conduct  no  lefs  favourable  to  the  caufe 
o£  literature,  than  to  the  advancement  of  the* 
Britifh  influence  in  India,  by  removing  that' 
rcferve  and  diftruft  in  the  profeflTorsIof  the 
Braminical  Faith,  which  had  taught  them  to 
view  with  fufpicidn  all  attempts  to  inveftigatc 
their  code,  and  to  apprehend  the  infringement 
of  it$  ordinances,  in  our  political  rule.  The. 
impcntance  of  his  fuccefs  will  be  readily  ac« 
knowledged  by  thofe,  whofe  obfervation  qua- 
lifies them  to  form  a  due  eftimate  of  it ;  and 
to  thofe  ypho  have  not  had  the  advantages  of 
local  experience,  the  communication  of  my 
own  may  not  be  unfatisfa(3;ory. 

The  fpirit  of  j:he  Mohammedan  religion 
is  adverfe  to  every  appearance  of  idolatry, 
and  the  conqueft  of  Hinduftan  by  the  Muf- 
fulmans,  was  profecuted  with  the  zeal  of  a 
religious  crufade.  The  rage  of  profelytifm 
was  united  with  the  ambition  of  dominion, 
and  the  fubverfion  of  tl^e  Hindu  fuperftitiori 
was  always  confidered  a  religious  obligation, 
the  difdiarge  of  which  might  indeed  be  fuf- 
pended  by  political  confiderations,  but  could 
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never  be  renounced:  and>  notwithfUndifig* 
Qccaflonal  marks  of  toleration  in  fome  of  the 
einperoiB  of  Hinduftan,  or  their  viceroys, 
th^ir  Hindu  fub]e£ts  were  ever  beheld  by 
them.  In  the  contemptuous  light  of  in^lels 
and  idolaters.  They  were  of  courfe  naturally 
^fpofed  to  apprehend  the  efiedb  of  a  iimilar 
iHgdtry  and  intolerance  in  their  European 
governors,  fo  widely  difcriminated  from  them- 
selves in  manners,  language,  and  religion. 
Hie  Bramins,  too,  (who  had  the  feelings 
common  to  the  bulk  of  the  people,)  deemeit 
themfelves  precluded  by  laws,  in  their  opi--* 
nion  of  facred  and  eternal  obligation^  from 
any  development  d  their  fecrpt  dodrines  to 
a  race  of  people,  who  could  only  be  ranked 
in  the  loueft  of  ihe  four  claffes  of  mankind, 
and  to  whom,  with  little  exception^  their  fe- 
crecy  and  referve  had  hitherto  proved  impe- 
netrable. To  furmount  thcfe  obftacles,  to 
febdue  the  jealpufy  and  prejudices  of  the 
Bramins,  and  to  drmiiiiih  the  apprehenfions 
ef  the  people  at  large,  required  a  condud  re<- 
g]yilat:ed  by  the  ino^  liberal  aqid  equitable 
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principles,  and  the  influence  of  perfonal  in^ 
fercourfe  and  conciliation.  The  compiiation 
of  a  code  of  laws  hf  Pundits,  convened  by 
the  invitation  of  Mr.  Hafting8>  the  Perfiafl 
verfion  of  it,  made  under  their  immediate  in- 
fpe^ion,  and  the  tranflation  of  the  Bagvhat 
Geeta,  a  t^ork  containing  all  the  grand  myf- 
teries  of  the  Btaminical  Faith,  afe  incontro^ 
vertiUe  proofs  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  efforts,  to^ 
infpire  confidence  in  minds  where  diftruft 
was  habitual,  while  a  variety  of  ufeful  pub« 
lications,  undertaken  at  his  fuggeftion,  de« 
monftrate  the  beneficial  efie^s  of  his  p»# 
tronage  and  encouragement  of  Oriental  lite* 
ratiure. 

Amongft  the  original  members  of  the  focie^ 
ty,  who  fubfcribed  the  addrefs  to  the  Gor 
vernor-General  and  Council,  propofing  the 
inftitution,  will  be  found  the  names  of  feyeral 
who  have  diflinguiihed  themfelves  by  their 
proficiency  in  Oriental  learning;  of  Mn 
William  Chambers,  whofe  knowledge  of  the 
diale£ts  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  as  well 
a6  of  Perfian  and  Arabic  literatui^e,  was  criticid 
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and  .extenfive,  and  his  leaft  praife  j  of  Mr. 
Francis  Glad\;fryn,  the  author  of  man,y  works 
calculated  to  affift  the  Undents  of  the  Perfian 
^an^age^  tjbe  tranflator  of  various  Oriental 
manufcripts,  and  particularly  of  the  inftifutes 
gf.Akb^r,  the  wifeft,  greateft,  and  mpft  to- 
lerant ^nionarch,  that  ever  fwayed.the  fceptre 
of  India  ^;  of  Captain   Charles   llamilton, 

(  J*  Tte'tolerat56ti  of  Aldiaf,  arid  his  curiosity  to  inves- 
tigate the  religious  tenets  of  other  nations^  have  exposed 
hiin  to  the  charge  of  heresy  amongst  the  Mohammedans 
in  gclieraL'  '  In  a  collection  of  his  letters,  published  by 
his  learne4,  minister  Ab-uJ-fuzJ,  there  is  one  addressed 
to  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  which  he  censures  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  shv|$h  propensity  of  mankind,  to 
s«jLopt  the  religious  principles  of  their  fathers  and  those 
amongst  whom  they  have  been  brought  up,  without  evi- 
dence or  investigation ;  he  avows  his  own  pleasure  and 
profiti  in' con  versing,  with  the  learned  prc^essors  of  dif- 
ferent persuasions,  and  desires  that  soioe  person  of  that 
character,  conversant  in  the  Oriental  and  European 
languages,  may  be  sekit  to  him.  He  also  reqqest8:trans'' 
lations  of  the  heavenly  books,  the  Pentateuch,  Psalms, 
and  Gospels,  or  of  any  others  of  general  iitility. 

In  a  code  of  instructions,  specifically  addressed  to  the 
officers  of  his  empire,  I  find  the  two  following  passages: 

**  Do  not  molest  mankind  on  account  of  their  religious 
^*  principles.  If  in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  which  are 
"  transitory  and  perishable,  a  prudent  man  is  guided  by  a 
^*  regard  to  his  interest ;  still  less,  in  spiritual  concerns, 
\fi  which  are  eternal,  whikt  he  retains  his  senses,  will  h« 
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who  puWifhed  a  tranflatk)nt)f  the  Hedaiya,  a 
code  of  Mohammedan  laws,  which  has  been 
found  of  great  ufc  in  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  in  Bengal ;  and  of  Charles  Wilkins, 
Efquire,  the  firft  EngKfhman  who  acquired  a 
.critical  knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  Bra- 
mins,and  who  by  the  application  of  rare  talents 
and  induftry>  by  his  own  perfonal  exertions, 
invented  and  caft  types  of  the  Debnagree^ 
Perfic,  and  Bengalefe  charafters,  in  fuch  pcr- 
fedion,   that  no  fucceeding  attempts  have 
exhibited  any  improvement  upon  his  labours* 
Of  thefe  names,  two  only  furvive. 

The  lofs  of  Mr.  Chambers  muft  be  par- 
ticularly  lamented,  by  all  who  feel  an  intereft 
in  communicating  a  knowledge  of  the  doc- 

**  adopt  what  is  pernicious.  If  truth  be  on  his  side,  do 
**  not  oppose  it  and  mplest  him ;  but  if  it  be  with  you>  and 
'<  he  from  want  of  understanding  should  have  imbibed 
^^  erroneous  notions,  ignorance  is  his  malady,  and  he  is 
*'to  be- considered  an  object  of  your  compassion  and 
**  assistance,  not  of  molestation  and  severity.  Kfeep  on 
^*  good  terms  with  the  upright  and  virtuous  of  all  per^ 
*'  suasions. 

**  The  best  adoration,  which  man  in  this  world  can 
"  pay  to  his  Maker,  is  duly  to  administer  the  affaifs  of  his 
^'  creatures^  discarding  passion  and  affection,  and  without 
^*  distinction  of  friend  or  foe,  relation  or  stranger.'* 
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trines  of  falration,  to  the  natires  of  IiK&a. 
In  an  early  period  of  life  he  ikw  »nd  felt 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion,  and  while  his  own  conduct  ex- 
hibited the  ftrength  of  hid  conrvidion,  he 
thought  it  a  duty  to  employ  hi«  talents  and 
acquirements  in  diiTeminating  amongft  the 
untaught  natives  a  knowledge  of  that  faith, 
which  he  regarded  of  fapreme  and  univerfal 
iu^rtance.  In  this  view,  he  determined  to 
imdertake  a  tranflation  of  the  New  Tedament 
into  Periian,  and  devoted  all  his  leifure  to  the 
performance  of  this  tafk,  ^ith  the  moil  zeal- 
ous fblicitude  to  make  it  accurate }  but  he 
had  tiot  completed  half  the  Gofpel  of  St. 
Matthew,  when  it  pleafed  Providence  to  call 
him  out  of  this  life* 

Such,  amongft  others,  were  the  original 
members  of  the  fociety  formed  at  Calcutta, 
for  enquiring  into  the  hiftory,  antiquities,  the 
natural  produdions,  arts,  fcienoes,  and  litera- 
ture of  Afia,  under  the  patronage  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  who  at  the  firft  meeting  after 
the  inftitution  ^yas  completed,  in  his  capacity 
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of  prefident,  unfoMed,  in  an  elegant  and  ap- 
propriate   jtddrefs,   the   objcifts  propofed  for 
their  reibarches,  and  concluded  with  a  prb- 
mife,  which  he  amply  difcharged,  of  com- 
municating the  refult  of  hia  own  ftudies  and 
enquiries.     That  he   might   be  Qualified  to 
perform  this  promife,   in  a  manner  worthy 
.    his  high  reputation,  as  well  as  from  more 
commanding  motives,  he  determined  t6  com« 
mence  without  lofs  of  time  the  ftudy  6f  the 
Sanicrit.    His  refledion  had  before  fuggefted^ 
that  a  knowledge  of  this  ancient  tongue  would 
be  of  the  greateft  utility,  in  enabling  him  t0 
difcharge  with  confidence  and  fatisfadion  to 
faimfelf,  the  duties  of  a  judge;  and  be  foon  di(- 
covered^    what  fubfequent  experience  fully 
confirmed)  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed 
on  the  opinions  or  interpretations  of  the  pro- 
&fibrs  of  the  Hindu  law,  unl^fs  he  were  qua«^ 
Ufied  to  examine  their  authorities  and  quota- 
tions, and  deted:  their  errors  and  mifreprefenta^ 
tions.     On  the  other  hand,  he  knew  that  all 
attempts  to  explore  the  religion  or  literature 
,of  India,  through  any  other  medium  than  a 
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knowledge  of  the  Saafcrit,  muft  be  Jmpcrfc  A. 
and  unfatisfadoiy ;  it  was  evident,  that  the 
moil  erroneous  and  difcordant  opinions  on 
tbefe  fubjeds,  had  been  circulated  by  the 
Ignorance  of  thofe  who  had  collected  their 
information  from  oral  communications  only, 
and  th^t  the  pidures  exhibited  in  Europe,  of 
the  religion  and  literature  of  India^  could  only 
be  compared  to  the  maps  conftrudcd  by  the 
natives,  in  which  every  pofition  is  diftorted, 
and  all  proportion  violated*  As  a  lawyer,  he 
knew. the  value  and  importance  of  original 
documents  and  records^  .and  as  a  fchblar.  and 
man  of  fcience,  he  difdained  the  idea  of  amuf- 
ing  the  learned  world,  with  fecondary  in- 
formation on  fubjeds  which  had  greitly  in* 
terefted  their  curiofity^  whea  he  had  the 
means  of  accefs  to  the  original  fources.  He 
was  alfo  aware,  that  much  was  expeded  by 
the  .literati  in  Europe,  from  his  fuperior' abi- 
lities and  learning,  and  he  felt, the  ftrongeft 
iticlination  to  gratify  their  exjpedations  in 
the  fulled  poffible  extent. 

Of  his  time  he  had  early  learned  to  be  a 
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rigid  economift  %  and  he  frequently  r^retted 
the  facrifices  of  it,  which  cuftom  or  ceremony 
extorted.  An  adherence  to  this  principle, 
while  it  reftrained  in  fome  degree  his  habits 
of  focial  intercourie,  neceffarily  limited  his 
correfpondencc  with  his  friends.  From  the 
few  letters  which  he  wrote,  I  fhall  now  fcledt 
fuch,  as  defcribe  his  feelings,  thoughts,  and 
occupations,  a  few  months  only  after  his  ar- 
rival in  Bengal. 

SirWILLIAM  JONES  toMrJuftice  HYDE. 

Fridaif  Evening^  at  the  Chambers ^  Jan.  1184. 
DEAR  SIR; 

Ramlochlmd  has  raifed  my  cu- 
riofity  by  telling  me,  that  when  you  had  oc- 

*  As  a  proof  of  the  strict  regularity  of  Sir  William ' 
Jones  in  the  application  of  his  time,  the  re;ader  is  present- 
ed with  a  transcript  of  a  card  in  his  own  writing/  It 
contains,  indeed,  the  occupations  which  he  had  prescribed 
to  himself  in  a  period  of  the  following  year;  but  may 
.serve  a<  a  sample  of  the  manner  in  which^he  devoted  his 
leisure  hours  at  all  times. 
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cafion  to  receive  the  evidence  of  fome  Mugs, 
th^y  produced  a  book  in  ftrange  fqilare  cha- 
radiers,  which  they  called  Zuboor.  Now  Zu^ 
boor  is  the  name  by  which  the  Pfalms  of 
i)avid  are  known  in  Afia.  May  not  this 
book  be  the  Pfalms  in  old  Hebrew  or  Sa- 
maritan, and  the  people  a  feO:  of  Jews  ?  Can 
you  give  me  any  information  on  this  head  ? 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  toMr.  Juftice  HYDE. 

Garden,  May  14,  1784. 
Many  tfjanks,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
your  kind  concern  and  attention.  I  was  on 
the  bridge  by  Col..  Tolly's  houfe  in  the  midft 
of  the  ftorm,  my  horfes  mad  with  the  fear  of 
the  lightning,  and  my  carriage  every  moment 
in  danger  of  being  overfct  by  the  wind ;  I 
was  wet  to  the  Ikin,  and  faved  from  worfe 
inconvenience  by  the  diligence  of  my  fcr- 
vants,  who  took  off  the  horfes  and  drew  the 
carriage  to  a  place  of  fafety.  1  am  never- 
thelefs  in  good  health;  but  Lady  Jones  ia 

Afternoon Indian  Geography. 
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not  quite  recovered  from  a  fevere  cold  md 
rheumatifm,  attended  with  a  fevqr. 

Rensember  that  I  am  always  ready  to  rt^ 
Ueve  you  .at  the  chambers  in  the  Loll  3azar  *» 
and  will  cheerfully  take  the  labouring  oar 
oext  month  if  you  pleafe ;   efpecially,   as  I 
propole  to  ipeiid  the  long  vacation  in  a  float* 
ii^  houiie,  and  to  leave  Calcutta  as  foon  as 
the  feflion  is  over ;    but  I  fhall  return  dead 
or  alive  before  the  2  2d  of  October.  I  am  inex^ 
prei&bly  amufed  by  a  Periian  tranflation  of  an 
old  Sanfcrit  book^  called  Siry  Bha'gwat,  which 
comprizes  almoft  the  whole  of  the  Hindu  x^ 
ligion>  and  contains  the  life  and  achievements 
of  Crijfhen  j  it  is  by  far  the  moft  entertaining 
book»  on  account  of  its  novelty  and  wildnefs^ 
thsit  I  evef«read. 

Farewell^  and  believe  me,  dear  Sir» 
Ever  affedionately  yours, 

William  Jones. 

*  A  bouM  in  Calcutta^  vihs/ct  tbe  puisne  judges  of  tl^c 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  attended  by  rotation  ip  the 
evening)  as  jus^es  of  {be  peace. 
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Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  Dr.  PATRICK 
^       RUSSEL. 

Calcutta^  March  10,  1784. 
You  would  readily  excufe  my  delay  in 
anfwering  your  obliging  letter,  if  you  could 
form  an  idea  of  the  inceflknt  hurry  arid  con- 
fufion,  in  which  I  have  been- kept  ever  fince 
my  arrival  in  Bengal,  by  neceflitry  bufinefs, 
or  neceflary  formalities,  and  by  the  difficulty 
of  fettling  myfelf  to  my  mind,  in  a  country 
fo  different  from  that  which  I  have  left.  I 
am  indeed  at  befl:,  but  'a  bad  correfporident ; 
for  I  never  write  by  candle-light,  and  find  fo 
much  Arabic  or  Perfian  to  read,  that  all  my 
leifure  in  a  morning,  is  hardly  fufEcient  for 
a  thoufandth  part  of  the  reading  that  would 
he  highly  agreeable  and  ufeful  to- me ;'  and  as 
I  purpofe  to  fpend  the  long  vac^ation  up  the 
country^  I  wilh  to  be  a  match  in  converfation 
with  the  learned  natives,  whom  I  may  happen 
to  meet. 

I  ;rejoice  that  you  are  fo  neaf,  but  lament 
that  you  are  not  nearer^  and  am  not  without 
hope,  that  you  may  one  day  be  tempted  to 
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give  me  as  much  of  your  company  as  poflible.       / 

Many  thanks  for  youf  kind  hints  in  regard 
to  my  health.     As  to  me,  I  do  not  expert,  as 
long  as  I  itay  in  India^  to  be  free  from  a  bad 
digeftion,  the  morbus  literatorum,  for  which 
there  is  hardly  any  remedy^  but  abftinence 
from  too  much  food,  literary  and  culinary^ 
I  rife  before  the  fun,  and  bathe  after  a  gentle 
ride ;  my  diet  is  light  and  fparing,  and  I  go 
early  to  reft;  yet  the  adivity  of  my  mind  is  too 
ftrong  for  my  eonftitutioh,  though  naturally 
not  infirm,  and  I   muft  be  fatisfied  with  a 
valetudinarian  flate  of  health.     If  you  fhould 
meet  with  any  curiofities  on  the  coaft,  either 
in  your  botanical  rambles  or  in  reading,  and 
will  communicate  them  to  our  fociety,  lately 
inflituted  for  enquiring  into  the  hiftory,  dvil 
and  natural,  the  antiquities,  arts,  fciences,  and 
literature  of  Afia,  we  Ihall  give  you  our  hearty 
thanks.     There  is  an  Abyffinian  here,  who 
knew  Mr.  Bruce  at  Gwendcr.     I  have  exa- 
mined him,  and  he  confirms  Bruce's  account* 
Every  day  fupplies  me  with  fomething  new 

li/'e— V.  II.  D 
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in  Oriental  learning,  and  if  I  were  to  ftay 
here  half  a  century  I  ihould  be  continually 
amufed. 


Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to 


Jpril  13, 1184:. 
*        *        *        *        *        ^        * 

I  am  difcouraged  from  writing  to  you 
as  copioufly  as  I  wifli,  by  the  fear  that  my 
letter  may  never  reach  you*  I  inclpfe  how- 
evgr  a  hymn  to  the  Indian  cupid,  which  is- 
here  faid  to  be  the  only  correct  fpecimen  of 
Hindu  mythology  that  has  appeared  j  it  is 
certainly  new  and  quite  original,  except  the 
form  of  the  ftanza,  which  is  Milton's..  I. 
add  the  chara6ler  of  Lord  Afliburton,  which 
my  zeal  for  his  fame  prompted  ftie  to 
publilh*.  "   : 

*  Lord  Ashburton  died  on  the  18th  of  August  1783. 
His  character,  written  by  Sir  WilKam  Jones,  is  published 
^  in  vol.  viii.  of. his  works,  page  538.  I  transcribe  from  it 
the  last  paragraph,  as  a  proof  of  the  gratitude  and  sensibi- 
lity of  the  writer.    . 

**  For  some  months  before  his  death,  the  nursery  had 
**  been  his  chief  delight,  and  gave  him  more  pleasure 
*^  than  the  cabinet  could  hsiVp  afforded  :^but  this  parenta)^ 
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Had '  I  dreamt  that  the  dialogue  would  have 
made  fuch  a  ftir,  I  fhould  certainly  have  taken 
more  pains  with  it.  I  will  never  ceafe  to 
avow  and  juftify  the  doftrine  comprifed  iii 
it.  I  meant  it  merely  as  an  imitatTon  of 
one  of  Plato's,  where  a  boy  wholly  igno- 
rant of  geometry,  is  made  by  a  few  fimple 
queftions  to  demonftrate  a  propofition,  and 
I  intended .  to  inculcate,  that  the  principles 
of  government  were  fo  obvious  and  intel- 
ligible, that  a  clown  might  be  brought 
to  underftand  them.  As  to  raifing  fedition, 
I  as  much  thought  of  raifing  a  church.  / 

"^  affection^  which  had  been  a  source  of  so  much  felicitf^ 
*^  yros  probably  a  cause  of  his  fatal  illness.  He  had  lost 
''  one  son,  and  expected  to  lose  another,  when  the  author 
**  of  this  painful  tribute  to  his  memory,  parted  from  him, 
**  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  little  hoping  to  see  him  again  in 
*^  a  perishable  state.  As  he  perceives,  without  affectation, 
**  that  his  tears  how  steal  from  him,  and  begin  to  moinen 
•*  th6  pzfet  on  which  he  Writes,  he  reluctantly  leaves  a 
"  sutgect,  which  he  could  not  soon  have  exhausted;  and 
'^  when  he  also  shall  resign  his  life  to  the  great  Giver  of 
•*  it,  he  desired  ho  other, decollation  of  his  humble  grave- 
**  stone,  than  this  honourable  truth! 

"  With  none  to  flatter,  none  to  recommend, 

•*  Dunning  approved,  and  mark'd  him  as  alTriend/* 
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My  dialogue  contains  my  fyftesn^  wl^ch 
I  ^ye  ever  avowed,  and  ever  will  avow  j  but 
I  per£e^ly  agree  (and  no  man  of  found  in- 
tfiUcdt  can  difagree)  that  fuch  a  fyftem  h 
li^holly  inapplicable  to  t|iis  country,  where 
mill^oQs  of  men  are  fo  wedded  to  inveterate 
prejudices  and  habits,  that  if  liberty  could  be 
forced  upon  them  by  Britain,  it  would  make 
them  as  miferable  as  the  crueleft  defpotifm. 

Pray  remember  me  aflfediotiately  to  all  my 
friends  at  th^  bar,  whom  I  have  not  time  to 
enumerate^  ^nd  aflure  my  academical  and  pro<* 
feilional  friends,  that  I  will  write  to  them  alL 
when  I  have  leifure.     Farewell,  &c. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  CHARLES 
CHAPMAN,  Efq. 

Gardens,  near  Allipore,  April  26, 1784. 
Allow  me,  dear  Sir,  to  give  you  the 
warmeft  thanks  in  my  own  name,  and  in  that 
of  our  infant  fociety,  for  the  pleafure  which 
.  we  have  received  from  your  interefting  ac- 
count of  Cochin-china,  with  confiderable  ex- 
trads  fl%m  which  we  have  been  favoured  by 
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our  patrons.  Our  meetings  are  well  attended, 
and  the  Tociety  may  really  be  laid,  conlider- 
ing  the  recent  time  of  its  eftablifhxnent,  to 
flourifh* 

We  have  been  rather  indifpofed,  the  weather 
being  fuch  as  we  had  no  idea  of  in  England, 
exceilive  heat  at  noon,  and  an  inceffant  high 
wind  from  morning  to  night ;  at  this  moment 
it  blows  a  hurricane,  and  my  find  "^  reminds 
me  of  my  cabin  at  fea.  Our  way  of  IL'.  how- 
ever is  quite  paftoral  in  this  retired  fpot ;  as 
my  prime  favourites,  among  all  our  pets,  are 
two  large  Englifh  (heep,  which  came  with  us 
from  Spithead,  and,  having  narrowly  efcaped 
the  knife,  are  to  live  as  long  and  as  happily 
with  us  as  they  can;  they  follow  us  for  bread, 
and  are  perfeflly  domeftic.  We  are  literally 
lulled  to  deep  by  Periian  nightingales,  and 
ceafe  to  wonder,  that  the  Bulbul,  with  a 
tboufand  talesy  makes  fuch  a  figure  in  Oriental 
poetry.  Since  I  am  refoived  to  fit  regularly 
in  court  as  long  as  I  am  well,  not  knowing 
how  foon  I  may  be  forced  to  remit  jny  atten- 
tion to  bufmcfs,  I  fhal^  not  be  at  liberty  to 
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enter  my  budgerow  till  near  the  end  of  July, 
and  muft  be  again  in  Calcutta  on  the  2 2d  of 
October,  fo  that  my  time  will  be  very  limit- 
ed ;  and  I  fhall  wifh  if  poiUble  to  fee  Benare&« 
»  «  4e  ^  «  * 

The  principal  objedt  of  his  meditated  ex- 
curfton  was  to  open  fources  of  information, 
on  topics  entirely  new  in  the  republic  of  let- 
ters. The  indifpofition  which  he  mentions, 
not  without  appreh^nfions  of  its  continuance, 
had  not  altogether  left  him  when  he  com- 
menced his  journey,  and  during  the  progrefs 
of  it  returned. with  a  feverity,  which  long 
held  the  public  in  anxious  fufpenfe,  before 
any  hopes  could  be  ^nterts^ined  of  its  favour- 
able t^rn^ination, 

The  author  of  thefe  memoirs  fa"w  him  In 
Auguft  1784,  at  the  houfe  of  a  friend  in  the; 
vicinity  of  Moorfhedabad,  languid,  exhaufted, 
and  emaciated,  in  a  iftate  of  very  doubtful 
convalefcence  ;  but  his  mind  had  fuffered 
no  deprefflon,  and  exhibited  all  its  habitual 
fervour.  In  his  converfation  he  fpoke  with 
rapture  of  the  country,  of  the  novel  and  in- 
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terefting  iburces  opened  to  his  relearchesi  arid 
feemed  to  lament  his  fufferings,  only  as  im-- 
pediments  to  the  profecution  of  them.  From 
Moc»*ihedaba^  he  proceeded  to  Junglpore/  at 
the  diftance  of  a  day's  jwirney  only,  and  from 
this  place  continued  his  correfpondence,  which 
defcribes  hU  condition. 

Sir  WILLIAM  JONES  to  CHARLES  ' 
CHAPMAN,  Efq.      •     * 

August  30,  1784. 

Nothing  but  a  feries  of  fevere  at- 
tacks of  illnefs  could  have  prevented  my  re- 
plying long  ago  to  your  friendly  letter.  After 
relifting  them  by  temperance  and  exercife 
for  fome  time,  I  was  quite  overpowered  by  a 
fever,  which  has  confined  me  ten  weeks  to 
my  couch,  but  is  now  almoft  entirely  abated, 
though  it  hais  left  me  in  a  ftate  of  extreme 
weaknefs.  I  had  a  relapfe  at  Raugamutty, 
which  obliged  me  to  ftay  three  weeks  at  Af- 
zalbang,  where  the  judgment  and  attention  of 
Dr.  Glas,  prevented  perhaps  ferious  confe- 
quences.    I  have  fpent  two  days  at  this  place. 
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and  r  find  myfclf  fo  much  bctt»,  that  I  pro* 
pofe  to  vontinue  my  voyage  this  evening: 
tvhether  I  ihall  he  able  to  go  farther  than 
Patna,  j(I  long  to  fee  Benares)i*|s  vet;  s  uncer- 
tain. This  18  only  the  feeond  attempts  have 
made  to  write  fince  my  illneia  j  ano  as  I 
hold  my  pen  with  fon^e  difficulty^  I  will  fay 
no  more  than  that  I  am,  with  great  ef- 
teem,/&c. 

P.  S.  I  cannot  help  adding,  that  your  pro- 
polal  of  extraSing  fuch  parts  of  your  very 
intercfting  narrative  qoaQerningCochin-china, 
as  you  may  think  proper  to  depofit  among 
the  archives  of  our  fociety,  is  the  very  thing 
I  wilhed,  and  1  really  think  it  will  be  one  of 
our  mpft  valuable  tracts  *. 

*  The  extracts  alluded  to,  have  not  yet,  appeared  in 
the  Asiatic  Researches.  The  voyage  which  led  to  that 
narrative,  was  undertaken  on  the  following  occasion: 
Two  Mandarins  of  Cochib  china,  had  b€^en  acckientally 
brought  to  Calcutta,  in  1778;  the  Governor  ^General  of 
India,  W.  Hastings,  Esq.,  from  motives  of  humanity  and 
poKcy,  furnished  the  means  of  their  return  to  their  na- 
tive country^  and  Charles  Chapman^^  Esq.,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, was  appointed  to  accompany  them  with  a  public 
commission,  with  instructions  to  establish,  if  practicable, 
a  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Company*s  settle- 
ments in  India  an4  Cochinchin»,  and  to  procure  such. 
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k        *        *        ♦      *'       ♦        ♦ 

But  his  thoughts  ^nd  attention -were  not 

confined  to  the  perifhable  concerns  of  this 

world  only;  and  what  was  the  fubjeft  of  his 

meditations  in  healthy  was  more  forcibly  im*- 

prefled  upon  his  mind  during  illnefs.     He 

knew. the  duty  of  refignation  to  the  will  of 

his  Maker,  and  of  dependence  on  the  merits 

of  a  Redeemer ;  and  I  find  thefe  fentiments 

exprefied  in  a  Ihort  prayer,  which  he  com* 

pdfed  during  his  indifpofition  in  September 

J  784,  and  which  I  here  infert : 

••  O  thou   Beftower  of  all  Good !   if  it 

^*  pleafe  thee  to  continue  my  eafy  tafks  in 

*^  this  life»  grant  me  ftrength  to  perform 

^  them  as  a  faithful  fervant  j  but  if  thy  wif- 

*^  dom  hath  willed  to  end  them  by  this  thy 

**  vifitation,  admit  me,  not  weighing  my  un- 

*'  worthinefs,  but  through  thy  mercy  declared 

**  in  Chrift,  into  thy  heaYenly  manfions,  that 

**  I  may  continually  advance  in^happincfs,  by 

privileges  and  advantages  for  English  vessels  resorting 
thither,  as  the  government  of  that  country  might  be  dis- 
posed to  grant. 
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*<  advancing  in  true  knowledge  and  awful  love 
/*  of  thee.     Thy  will  be  done  !" 

I  quote  with  particular  fatisfaftron,  this 
fliort  but  decifive  teftimOny  of  the  religious 
principles  of  IJir  William  Jones.  Among 
many  additional  proofs,  which  might  be  given 
of  them,  is  the  following  Ihort  prayer,  com- 
pofed  on  waking,  July  27,  1 783,  at  fea,  alio 
copied  from  his  own  writing : 

**  Gradoufly  accept  our  thatJcs,  thou  Giver 
**  of  all  Good,  for  having  preferved  us  an- 
•'other  night,  and  b^ftowed  on  us  another 
*'  day.  O,  grant  that  on  this  day,  we  may 
•*  meditate  on  thy  law  with  joyful  veneration, 
•<  and  keep  it  in  all  our  adions,  with  firm 
**  obedience." 

,  Minute  circumftances  frequently  tend  to 
mark  and  develop  charaAer,  As  a  farther 
inftance  of  this  obfervation,  however  trifling 
it  may  appear,  the  application  by  Sir  William 
Jones  to  himfelf>  of  two  lines  of  Milton  in 
his  own  writing  under  a  card  with  his  printed 
name,  in  addition  to  more  fubftantial  proofs. 
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may  be  quoted  in  evidence  of  his  habitual 
frame  of  mind : 

Not  wandering  poor,  but  trusting  all  his  wealth 
With  God^  who  caH'd  him  to  a  land  unknown. 

On  another  fcrap  of  pajper,  the  following 

lines  appear ;  they  were  written  by  him  ia 

India,  but  at  what  period  is  not  known,  nor 

indeed  of  any  confequence : 

Sir  Edward  Coke, 
Six  hours  in  sleqp,  in  law's  grave  study  six, 
.    7our  spend  in  prayer, — the  rest  on  nature  fix: 

RATHER, 

Seven  hours  to  law,  to  soothing  slumber  seven. 
Ten  to  the  world  allot,  and  all  to  Heaven. 

If  we  fometimes  fuffer  the  humiliation,  of 
feeing  great  talents  and  extcnfive  erudition 
proftituted  to  infidelity,  and  employed  in  pro- 
pagating mifery  by  endeavouring  to  fubvert 
the  bafis  of  our  temporal  and  eternal  welfare, 
we  cannot  but  feel  a  more  than  common  gra- 
tification, at  the  falutary  union  of  true  genius 
^nd  piety.  Learning,  that  wantons  in  irre- 
ligion,  may,  like  the  Sirius  of  Homer,  flafh 
its  ftrong  light  upon  usj  but  though  brilliant, 
it  is  baneful,  and  while  it  dazzles,  makes  us 
trembje   for  our  fafety.     Science  therefore. 
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without  piety,  whatever  admiration  it  may 
excite,  will  never  be  entitled  to  an  equal  de^ 
gree  of  refpedl  and  efleem,  with  the  humble 
knowledge,  which  makes  us  wife  unto  Sal- 
vation* The  belief  of  Sir  William  Jones  in 
Revelation,  is  openly  and  diftin£Hy  declared 
in  his  works ;  but  the  unoftentatious  effufions 
of  fequeftered  adoration,  whilft  they  prove 
the  fincerity  of  his  convidion,  give  an  ad- 
ditional weight  to  his  avowed  opinions.  More 
might  be  added  on  this  fubgecit,  but  it  will  be 
communicated  in  another  place. 

His  next  ftage  was  Bhagilpoor,  the  refid- 
ence  of  the  friend,  to  whom  the  preceding 
letters  were  addrefled,  and  here  he  was  long 
detained  by  illnefs  and  debility.  The  vigour 
of  his  mind  however  ftill  continued  unim- 
paired, and  except  during  the  fevere  pa- 
roxyfms  of  diforder,  his  refearches  for  in- 
formation were  never  fufpended,  nor  would  he 
fuflfer  himfelf  to  be  debarred  from  any  inter- 
courfe  by  which  they  could  be  promoted.  It 
was  at  this  place,  during  the  hour's  of  conva- 
lefcence  when  he  was  confined  to  his  couch. 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


45 
that  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  bo-   ! 
tany ;  a  fcience  for  which  he  had  early  enter- 
tained  a  great  partiality,  and,  which  he  pro- 
nounces the  moft  lovely  and  fafcinatiijg  brunch 
of  natural  knowledge.     With  the  works  of 
Linnaeus  before  him,  he  procured  the  plants 
of  the  country  to  be  brought  to  hito,  and  ^ 
comparing  the  produdions  of  nature,  with 
thedefcriptions  and  arrangements  of  the  S wed- 
ifh  philofopher,   he   beguiled  the   hours  of* 
languor  and  difeafe,  and  laid  the  folid  found- 
ation of  that  botanical  knowledge,  which  he 
ever  afterwards  cultivated  with  increaflag  ar- 
dour and  delight. 

From  Bhagilpoor  he  purfued  his  joumev 
to  Patna,  where  he  was  again  attacked  wit!  u 
fevere  indifpofition.  It  did  not  however  pr<^- 
vent  him  from  proceeding  by  land  to  Guyah, 
famous  as  the  birth-place  of  Boudh,the  author 
of  a  fyftem  of  philofophy  which  labours  un- 
der the  imputation  of  athcifm ;  but  more  fa- 
mous for  the  annual  refort  of  Hindu  pilgrims 
from  all  parts  of  India,  who  repair  to  the 
holy  city  for  the  purpofe  of  making  prefcribed 
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oblations  to  their  deceafed  aticeftors,  diid  of 
obt^ing  abfolutioa  from  all  their  fins. 

The  city  of  Benares  was  his  next  ftage, 
and  the  limits  of  his  excurfion.  He  had 
here  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  profeifors 
of  the  Hindu  religion,  at  the  moft  celebrated 
and  ancient  tiniveriity  of  India,  and  had  only 
^to  regret^  that  his  knowledge  of  their"  language 
was  infufficient  to  enable  him  to  converfe 
with  them  without  the  afGIlance  of  an  in-^ 
tcrpreter.  After  a  fliort  relidence,  which  his 
fcnfe  of  duty  would  not  allow  him  to  protradt 
unneceflarily,  he  returned  by  the  Ganges  to 
Bhagilpoor*,  where,  as  he  obferves,  he  had 

''^  From  a  note  written  by  Sir  William  Jones,  on 
Major  RenneFs  account  of  Butan  and  Tibet,  I  extract 
the  following  passage.  It  is  endorsedi  as  having  been 
intended  for  the  Researches  of  the  Asia  c  Society,  but 
is  not  published  in  them. 

•*  Just  after  sun-set,  on  the  5th  of  October  1784,  I 
•*  had  a  distinct  view  from  Bhagilpoor  of  Chumalury  . 
**  peak,  and  the  adjoining  mountains  of  Tiaer,  which" 
•*  are  very  clearly  seen  from  Pemeia,  and  were  perfectly 
*^  recollected  by  a  learned  member  of  our  society,  one  of 
<*  the  latest  travellers  to  that  interesting  country,  who  had 
*'  obligingly  communicated  to  me  a  correct  note  of  the 
«  bearings  and  courses  observed  in  his  journey  from 
*•  liengpur  te  Tassisudden^  and  thence  through  Parade 
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already  found  fo  much  healthy  pleafurey  and 

in{lru£tion  for  two  months. 

In  his  journey  from  this  place  to  Calcutta, 

he  vifited  Gour,   once  the  refidence  of  the 

fovereigns  of  Bengal.     This  place  ftill  ex- 

hibits  architedlural   remains   of  royal  mag- 

**  gf^  to  Chumalicry.  The  peak  bore  very  nearly  due 
**  north  to  the  room,  from  which  it  was  seen^  in  the 
*'  house  of  Mr.  Chapman  \  and  from  the  most  accurate 
^  calculations  that  I  could  make,  the  horizontal  distance 
**  at  which  it  was  distinctly  visible,  must  be  at  least  24?4 
«  British  viiles;  there  was  a  strong  glare  from  the  setting 
*'  sun  on  the  snows  of  its  more  western  side,  and  it  might 
**  assuredly  have  been  discerned  at  a  much  greater  cK- 
•'  stance.  By  an  observation  of  Mr.  Davis,  at  Rengpur, 
**  and  another  at  Tassisudden,  the  difference  of  latitude 
'.'  between  the  place  last  mentioned  and  Bhagilpoor^  is 
^*  163  geographical^  or  188  and  a  fraction,  British  miles: 
^  now  althoughjthe  road  from  Buxadewar  in  Butan,  the 
"  latitude  of  which  was  found  to  be  26"*  52fy  consisted  of 
**  rough  mountains  and  deep  valleys,  yet  the  way  between 
**  Paradgong  and  Chumalury,  especially  from  Chesa* 
^  camba,  the  frontier  of  Tibet,  was  very  level;  and  the 
**  accuracy  of  bur  travellers  gives  us  reason  to  believe, 
*'  that  their  computed  miles  from  Tassisudden  were  but 
*'  little  above  the  standard ;  so  that  having  measured  the 
•*  northern  sides  of  the  two  triangles,  formed  by  their 
**  courses  WNW.  and  NNW.  we  could  not  be  far  from 
« the  truth.'* 

*'  The  mountains  of  Chumalury,  are  the  second  or  third 
"  ridge  .described  in  the  Memoir.  The  Major  justly  ,con- 
**  siders  the  mountains  of  Himola,  for  so  they  are  named 
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nificence,  which  the  traveller  is  obliged  to 
explore  at  fome  perfonal  riflt  amidft  forefts, 
the  exclufive  haunts  of  wild  beafts ;  for  nature 
has  here  refumed  her  domitiion,  and  triumphs 
over  the  fhort-lived  pride  of  man*  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend  *,  written  after  his  arrival  in 
Calcutta^  he  has  briefly  defcribed  fome  parts 
of  his  journey.  "  The  Mahanada  was  beau- 
•^  tiful,  and  the  banks  of  fome  rivers  in  the 
**  Sunderbunds  were  magnificent ;  we  pafled 
**  within  two  yards  of  a  fine  tiger,  who  gazed 
•*  on  us  with  indifference ;  but  we  took  care 
•^  for  feveral  reafons  to  avoid  the  narrow 
••  paffes  at  night.  As  we  approached  Cal- 
•*  cutta,  we  perceived  the  difference  of  climate, 
••  and  thought  of  Bhagilpoor  with  pleafure 
"  and  regret. 

I  find  Calcutta  greatly  changed ;  the  lofs 


it 


^  by  the  natives  from  a  word  signifying  snow,  as  equal  in 
"  elevation  to  any  in  the  old  hemisphere ;  and  an  obser- 
«♦  vation  of  Mr.  Saunders  at  -P^rwm,  added  to  a  remark 
"  of  Mr.  Smith  on  the  appearance  of  ChumaluTy  from 
«<  More?ig,  gives  abundant  reason  to  think,  that  we  saw 
**  from  Bhagilpoor^  the  highest  mountains  in  the  world^ 
**  without  excepting  the  Andes." 
*  Charles  Chapman,  Esq. 
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**  of  Mr.  Haftings  and  Shore  *,  I  feel  very 
^^  fenfibly,  and  cannot  but  fear  that  the  plea* 
*•  furc,  which  I  derive  from  other  friendfiiips 
^  formed  in  India>  will  be  followed  by  the 
^^  pain  of  lofing  my  friends  next  feafon. 
^*  This  was  a  great  evil  at  the  univerfity, 
^'  and  abates  not  a  little  the  happiness  I  ex-> 
**  peded  in  this  country. 

**  WiU  you  have  the  goodnefs  to  afk 
**  Mahefa  pundit,  whether  the  univerfity  of 
**  Tyrhoot  is  ftill  fupported,  and  confers 
*•  degrees  in  Hindu  law  ?  One  of  our  pundits 
•*  18  dead,  and  we  have  thoughts  of  requefting 
^*  recommendations  from  the  univerfities  of 
**  Hinduftan,  particularly  from  Benares,  and 
*'  Tyrhoot,  if  it  exifts ;  fo  that  the  new  pun- 
^  dit  may  be  univerfally  approved,  and  the 
**  Hindus  may  be  convinced,  that  we  decide 
*•  on  their  law  from  the  beft  information  we 
**  can  procure  f/* 

*  Warren  Hastings,  Esq*  mi  Mr,  Shoro  embarked  in 
Pebruiiry  1785,  for  England, 

f  The  .pundits  are  the  expounders  of  the  Hindu  hw  t 
^1  vrhick  capacity;^  two  constantly  attended  th^  supriitn^ 
^cniit  (^judicature,  at  Fortwilliam. 
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*'  I  am  juft  returned,"  (thus  he  writes  to 
another  correfpondent,  Dr.  P.  Ruffel,  March  2, 
1785,)  **  as  it  were  from  the  brink  of  an^ 
*'  other  world,  having  been  abfent  near  feven 
'^  months,  and  reduced  to  a  ikeleton  by  fevers 
**  of  every  denomination,  with  an  obftinate 
**  bilious  flux  at  their  heels*  My  health  is 
•*  tolerably  reftored  by  a  long  ramble  through 
**  South  Behar,  and  the  diftrid:  of  Benares,  of 
•*  which  if  I  were  to  write  an  account,  I  muft 
"  fill  a  volume/* 

They  who  have  perufed  the  defcription  of 
Joanna,  by  Sir  William  Jones,  will  regret  that 
this  volume  was  never  written.  The  objects 
prefented  to  his  infpedion  during;  his  journey,  ' 
aflforded  ample  fcope  for  his  obfexvatipn, 
which  was  equally  qualified  to  explore  the 
beauties  of  nature,  the  works  of  art,  the  dif«^ 
criminations  of  charader,  and  the  productions 
of  learning  arid  fcience.  Many  of  the  re- 
marks and  refledtions  which  he  made  in  this 
tour,  are  transfufed  through  his  various  coni- 
pofitioas,  two  of  which  were  adually  written, 
during  the  iourfe  of  his  journey,  '        ^ 
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title  of  The  Enchanted  Fruity  or  Hindu  Wife\ 
was  compofed  during  his  refidendre  in  feeyhar, 
and'  affords  a  proof  of  the  fuccefe  of  his  en- 
quiries, as  well  as  of  his  fkill  in  the  happy 
application  of  the  intelligence  obtained  by 
them. 

The  other  production  was  a  Treatifc  on  the 
Gods  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  India,  which  he 
afterwards  revifed,  and  presented  to  the  fo- 
cicfty.     The  defigri  of  this  effay  was  to  point 
out  a  refemblance,  too  ftrong  to  have  been 
accidental,  between   the  popular  worfliip  of 
the  old  Greeks  and  Italians,  and  that  of  the . 
Hindus,   and  betweeti  their  ftrange  religion 
and   that  of  Egypt,  China,  Perfia,  PHrygia, 
Phoenicia,  and  Syria,  and  even  remoter  na- 
tions.    The   proof  of  fuch   refemblance,  i£ 
fatisfaAorily  eflabliflied,  would,  as  he  remarks, 
authorize  an  inference  of  a  general  union  and 
affinity  between   the  moft  diftinguifiied   in- 
habitants of  the '  primitive  world,  at  the  time 
\¥het>  they  deviated,  as  they  did  too  tfarly  de- 
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viate»  from  the  rational  adoration  of  the  only 
true  God.  7 

To  this  journey,  under  Providence,  he 
was  In  all  probability  indebted  for  the  pre* 
fervation  of  his  life,  which  without  it  might 
have  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  accumulation  of 
difeafe :  after  his  arrival  in  Calcutta,  his  health 
was  alnxoft  completely  reftored. 

He, now  refumed  his  fundtions  in  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature,  and  renewed  the 
meetings  of  the  fociety,  which  had  been  in- 
terrupted by  his  abfence*  In  his  fecond  an- 
niverfary  difcourfe,  which  was  delivered  in 
February  1785,  ^he  notices  with  pleafure  and 
furprize  the  fuccefsful  ^jrogrefs  of  the  inftitu- 
tion,  and  the  variety  of  fubje<a:s  which  had 
been  difcufled  by  the  members  of  it :  and  as 
in  his  firfl  addrefs,  he  had  confined  himfelf 
to  the  exhibition  of  a  diftant  profpedt  only 
of  the  vaft  career  on  which  the  fociety  wa$ 
entering ;  in  the  fepond,  he  delineates  a  flight 
but  mafterly  iketch  of  the  various  difcoveries 
in  Uftory,  fcience,  and  art,  whi^h  might  juIUy 
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be  expe(9:cd  to  rcfult  from  its  refearches  Into 
the  literature  of  Ada.  He  mentions  his  fa« 
tisfaftion  at  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
vifiting  two  ancient  feats  of  Hindu  religion 
and  literature,  and  notices  the  impediments 
oppofed  by  illnefs  to  the  profecution  of  his 
propofed  enquiries,  and  the  neceflity  of  leaving 
them,  as  iEneas  is  feigned  to  have  left  the 
fhades,  when  his  guide  made  him  recolleft 
the  fwifl  flight  of  irrevocable  time,  with  a 
curiofity  raifed  to  the  height^  and  a  regret 
not  eafy  to  be  defcribed^ 

I  now  return  to  the  correfpondence  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  which  in  this  year,  confifts 
of  few  letters,  and  thofe  chiefly  addrefled  to 
*John  Macpherfon,  Efq.  who,  in  February 
1785,  fucceeded  to  the  ftation  of  Governor- 
General  of  India,  on  the  departure  of  Mr. 
Haftings.  If,  in  thefe  letters.  Sir  William 
adverts  to  topics  not  familiar  to  his  readers, 
they  are  fuch  as  naturally  arife  out  of  his  fi« 
tuation  and  connedions.  Removed  at  a  dif<^ 
tance  of  a  quarter  of  the  circumference  of  the 
*  Tli»  present  Sir  John  Macpherson^  Bart. 
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jglobe  from  the  fcene  of  politics,  m  which  he 
had  taken,  a  deep  intereft,  his  attention  is 
transfierred  to  new  objed^sand  new  duties. 
The  fentiments  which  flow  from  his  pen,  in 
the  confidential  intercourfe  of  friendfliipj  difp 
play  his  mind  more  clearly  than  any  narra- 
tive 5  and  they  are  often  fuch  as  could  not  be 
omitted  without  injury  to  his  charafter, 
§oiwe  paffages  in  the  letters,  which,  as  lefs 
genjerally  interefting,  could  be  fuppreffed 
without  this  efFe^,  hjtve  not  beei^  tranfcribed, 

Si^WILLIAM  JONES  toj.  MACPHER,    ' 
SON,  Efq. 

•  '  March  12,  1785. 

I  always  thought  before  I  left  Eng-i 
land,  that  a  regard  for  the  public  good  re-? 
quire^J  the  moft  cordial  union  between  the 
executive  and  judicial  powers  in  this  country; 
and  I  lamented,  the  mifchief  occafioned  by 
former  divifiorjs.  Since  I  have  no  view  of 
h^ppinefs  on  this  fide  of  the  grave,  but  in  a 
fjiithful  difcharge  pf  iny  duty,  I  flialL.fpj^re  no 
p^ins  to  preferve  thaf  cordiality  whiclj  fub- 
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fills,  I  tnift,  and  will  fubfift,  between  the  go- 
vernmeftt  ^nd  the  judges. 

Lord  Bacon,  if  I  remember  right,  advifes 
every  ftatefman  to  relieve  his  mind  from  the 
fatigues  of  bufincfs  by  a  poem,  or  a  pr6fpe(fl, 
or  any  thing  that  raifcs  agreeable  images  j  now 
as  your  own  gardens  afford  you  the  fineft 
profpeds,  and  I  fhould  only  offer  you  a  view 
of  paddy  fields*,  I  fend  you  for  your  amufe- 
ment,  what  has  amufed  me  in  the  compofition, 
a  poem  f  on  the  old  philofophy  and  religion 
of  this  country,  and  you  may  depend  on  its 
orthodoxy.     The  time  approaches  when  I 
muft  leave  thefe  recreations,  and  return  to  my 
defk  in  court,  where  however  a  knowledge  of  , 
the  Hindu  manners  and  prejudices  may  not 
be  ufelcfs. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon^  Efq. 

May  17,  1785. 

#  I  have  fo  many  things,  rtiy  dear 

Sir,  to  thank  you  for,  that  I  fcairce  know  where 

*  Rice  fields. 

t  The  Enchanted  Fruinj  t?r,  Hindu  Wife.    Works, 
vol.  xiii.  p.  211. 
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to  bcgm.     To  follow  the  order  of  time,  I 
muft  in  the  firft  place  give  you  my  hearty 
thanks  for  your  kind  and  pleafing  lettet  of  laft 
week,  which  ihews  that  your  mind  can  grafp 
the  whole  field  of  literature  and  criticifm,  as 
well  as  that  of  politics,  aiid  that  in  the  man* 
tier  of  ancient  rulers  in  Afia,  particularly  Ci« 
cero,  the  governor  of  Cilicia,  you  unite  the 
charafter  of  the  ftatefman  and  the  fcholan 
Next  for  the  news,  which  has  on  the  whofe 
given  me  pleafure/and  in  particular,  what 
both  pleafes  and  furprifes  me,  that  Lord  Cam-* 
den  has  accepted  the  poft  of  prefident  of  the 
counciK     You  know  the   opinion  which  I 
iearly  formed  of  Pitt ;  and  that  opinion  will 
be  raifed  ftill  higher,  if  he  has  (hewn  himfelf 
(not  merely  indifferent,  but)  anxious  that  the 
^eins  of  this  government  may  long  continue 
in  the  hands  which  now  hold  them,   and 
which,  though  mortals,  as  Addifon  fays,  can- 
not command  fuccefs;,  will  certainly  deferve 
it.     I  anxioufly  wifh^  for  the  fake  of  the  pub- 
lic, that  not  only  the  operations  of  the  law, 
but  th^  cordial  alTent  of  thofe  on  whom  it 
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tclependsi  have  already  fecured  your  feat,  as 
long  as  it  may  be  confiftejit  with  your  hap- 

pinefs  to  fill  it. — 

•»        ^        «         4K        m        ^ 

I  will  not  fail  to  talk  with  Mr.  Chambers 

*  on  the  college,  and  beg  you  to  affure  yourfel^ 

that  I  Ihall  ever  be  happy  in  my  fphere  to 

give  my  humble  afliftance  whenever  you  may 

xequire  it. 

Sir  fVilKam  yones  to  J.  Macpberfon,  Efq. 

It  was  my  intentipn  to  prefent 
to  you  in  the  author*^  name,  the  books  which 
I  now  fend.  The  poet  Zainudeen  was  re- 
commended to  me  foon  after  I  came  to  India» 
as  a  worthy  ingenious  old  man.  I  indofe 
his  verfes  to  you,  with  a  hafty  tranflation* 

*  This  translation,  as  a  specimen  of  the  taste  and  adu- 
latory style  of  modern  Persian  poets,  is  inserted  for  the 
reader's  entertainment. 

Macpherson  exalted  as  the  sky,  prosperous  in  thy  un- 
dertakings, whp  like  the  sun  receivest  even  atoms  in  thy 
beams!  Thou  art  the  just  one  of  this  age}  and  in  thy 
p»m^,  ths^  of  Nushirovan  revives.     With  the  aid  of 
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€£  the  back  of  the  paper,  of  theifeft  couplets. 
The  fmaikr  volume  contains  part  of  the  epic 

lesus  (blessed  be  his  name !)  the  government  acquires  its 
stability  from  thy  mind*  I  have  composed  a  poem  in 
word^of  truth,  beginning  with  a  panegj^ric  on  the  com- 
pany. It  contains  a  recital*  of  the  wars  of  the  English^ 
described  with 'an  animated  pen.  By  the  command  of 
Hastings^  entitled-  to  reverence,  I  began  a  book  on  the 
victory  of  Benares ;  but  before  the  completion  of  my  task, 
Ihat  honourable  man  returned  to  his  country*  In  thy 
government  has  my  work  been  completed,  and  with  thy 
name  have  I  adorned  its  opening,  in  hope  that  thou  wilt 
send  me  fresh  materials,  to  decorate  with  golden  verses 
the  cheeks  of  my  book.  If  I  compose  a  Sh^nameh,  on 
the  glorious  name  of  the  King  of  England,  ,the  book  will 
fly  over  Iran  a^d  Turan,  and  the  deeds  of  thy  nation  will 
blaze  like  the  sun ;  if  I  sing  the  achievements  of  the  Eng« 
lish,  the  name  of  Parveiz  Will  be  no  more  mentioned.  If 
I  op«i  a  chapter  of  their  conquests,  Afrasxab  will  tremble 
under  the  earth;  the  rapid  ^aotion  of  my  dark  rfed  wiH 
make  Rustem  halt  and  droop.  Hear  my  strains  with  dis- 
cernment, and  my  pen  shall  soar  with  the  wings  of  ^ 
falcon.  Favour  me^  a^  Syltan  Mahmoud  shewed  kind^ 
ness  to  Ferdosi,  that  we  may  be  a  pair  of  tuneful  nightin- 
gales. 

The  actions  of  all  nations  are  commemorated,  let  those 
of  the  English  be  celebrated  under  thy  auspices.  May 
thy  orders  be  resistless  as  the  sea  5  the  head  of  the  con- 
tumacious  be  in  thy  power,  and  the  seal  of  governn^ent 
bear  tliy  name ! 

On  the  n^Ties  mentioned  in  this  translation,  k  may  be 
sufficient  tp  observe  that  Ferdosi  is  the  Homer  of  .Persia^ 
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poem,  which  is  written  with  enthufiafm;  and 
the  other  volume  is  filled  with  odes  and  ele- 
gies^  all  in  the  old  man^s  writing.  He  is 
married  to  immortal  verfe^  and  his  higheft  am- 
bition is  to  be  an  atom  in  one  of  your  funbeams. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon^  Efq. 

May,  1785. 

The  ornament  of  the  faith  (for 
that  is  the  bard's  name)  Zainudeen  will  wait 
upon  you  on  Wednefday ;  his  ftyle  of  com- 
pliments is  moderate  in  comparifon  of  moft 
Oriental  compofitions;  other  poets  oi  this 
country  would  have  entreated  you  not  to  ride 
on  horfeback,  left  you  fhould  caufe  an  earth- 
quake in  India  when  you  mounted.  This 
was  adlually  faid  to  a  prince  at  Delhi,  who 
pleafantly  bade  the  poet  comfort  himfelf,  and 
aflured  him,  that  he  would  ever  after  go  in  a 
palanquin. 

who  composed  an  heroic  poem  under  the  title  of  Shah- 
nameh;  that  the  name  of  NushJrovan,  is  proverbial  for 
justice}  that  Iran  andTuran  are  Persia  and  Tartaryj  and 
that  the  other  persons  introduced  were  kings  or  heroes 
of  those  t^untries. 
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Sir  Wiltiam  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon^  Efq. 

The  regulation  which  you  made 

conecming  the  Madrifla  *  is  fo  falutarjr,  that 

few  things  would  grieve  me  more  than  to  fee 

it  fruftrated.  Your  predeceflbr  has  often  men- 

tioned  to  me>  the  high  opinion  which  he  had 

formed  of  the  reSor,  but  (I  know  not  for 

what  reafon)  he  is  very  unpopukn     Perhaps 

it  is  cmly  fa&ion^  too  common  in  moft  col* 

*"  The  passages  in  these  letters  relating  to  the  Madrissa 
or  college^  as  an  establishment  of  national  importance^ 
merits  a  more  particular  explanation.  Mr.  Hastlng$> 
whilst  be  held  the  office  of  governor-general,  with  a  view 
to  promote  the  knowledge  of  Mohammedan  law,  as  essen- 
tial to  the  due  administration  of  justice  to  the  natives  of 
Indiai^  had  established  a  college  at  Calcutta,  in  which  na- 
tive students  were  admitted  and  taught  at  the  public  ex-* 
pence.  This  institution  was  dictated  by  a  wise  policy;  it 
was  calculated  to  cpneiliate  the  affections  of  the  Mussul- 
mans, and  to  ensure  a  succession  of  men  properly  qualified 
by  education  to  expound  the  law  of  the  Koran,  and  to 
fin  the  important  offices  of  magistrates  m  the-  courts  of 
ju^ice*  The  president  of  this  college  had  been  selected 
with  every  attention  to  his  character  and  ability;  but 
9pme  representations  having  been  made  to  his  disad-* 
v^ntagq,  the  succeeding  governor-general,  J.  Macpherson, 
Esq.  consulted  Sir  William  Jones,, on  the  regulations 
proper  to  be  established  for  promoting  the  laudable  ob« 
j^^ts  of  the  institutioni  and  controlling  its  coQdui^U 
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leges  at  our  umverfities,  of  the  iluiients  ^unft 
the  head. 

It  is  a  remark  of  Johnfon'sl'^,  that  as  fpi- 
ders  would  make  filk,  if  they  could  agree 
together,  fo  men  of  letters,  would  be  ufeful  to 
the  public,  if  they  were  not  perpetually  at 
variance.     Befides  my  approbation  m  a  good 
citizen  of  your  regulations,  I  have  a  particulac 
intereft  in  the  conduct  of  Mujduddeen,  who 
is  Maulavyf  of  the  court,  and  as  fucfa  ought 
to  be  omni  exceptione  major.     I  believe  fiom 
my  converfation  with  him,  that  he  is  not  a 
man  of  deep  learning ;  but  his  manners  are 
not  "unpleafing.     The   prppofal   which  you 
make,  cannot  but  produce  good  effects;  but  I 
hardly  know  any   member   of  our  fociety 
who  anfwers   your  defcription  for  a  vijitcr 
under  your  dire^ions^  except  Mr,  Chambers, 
and  his  report   might  be  depended  on*     I 
will,  if  .ypu  pleafe,  propofe  it  on  Tliurfilay* 
The  ftudents  brought  a  complaint  before  mc 
laft  term,  which  I  difmifled  as  not  being  with* 


*  Originally  Reaumur's. 

f  Exppundcr  of  the  Mohamipedap  lawv 
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in  my  cognizance,  that  their  allowances  were 
taken  by  the  head,  who  left  them  without 
fubiiftencc ;  but  whether  this  be  true  or  falfe, 
it  will  riot  be  amifs  for  the  Maulavy  to  know, 
that  he  is  fubje£t  to  vifitation  from  time 
to  time. 

If  the  beft  intentions  can  enfure  fafety, 
you  have  nothing  to  apprehend  ;  but,  alas  ! 
my  friend,  if  yoif  can  be  Jafe  only  in  fixed 
unanimous  opinions  of  Jlatute  law,  you  can 
.feldom,  I  fear,  ad  with  perfe^  confidence. 
Such  is  the  imperfedion  of  human  language, 
that  few  written  laws  are  firee  from  ambi* 
guity ;  and  it  rarely  happens  that  many  minds 
are  united  in  the  fanie  interpretation  of  them. 

A  (latefman  told  Lord  Coke,  that  he  Qieant 
to  confult  him  on  a  point  of  law.  "  If  it  be 
**  common  law,"  faid  Coke,  **  I  ihould  be 
^Vafhamed  if  I  could  not  give  you  a  ready 
«*  anfwer  j  but  if  it  be  ftatute-law,  I  fhould 
"  be  equally  afhamed  if  I  anfwered  you  im- 
"  mediately/' 

I  will  here  only  fet  down  a  few  rules  of 
interpretation  which  the  wifdom  of  ages  has 
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cftablilhedj  where  the  feufe  of  the  words  isjit 
all  ambiguous.  , 

1 .  THp  fauention  of  the  writer  muft  be 
fought,  and  prevail  over  the  literal  fenfe  of 
terms  j  but  penal  laws  muft  be  ftri&ly  ex- 
pounded againit  offenders^  and  liberally  againft 
the  uSence. 

2.  All  claufes,  preceding  or  fubfequent^ 
muft  be  tal^en  together  to  explain  any  one 
doubtful  claufe, 

3^  When  a  cafe  is  exprefled  to  remove 
any  doubt,'  whether  it  was  included  or  not, 
the  extent  ^of  the  claufe,  with  regard  to  cafes 
ijot  fo  exprefled,  is  by  no  means  reftrained. 

4.  The  conclufion  of  a  phrafe  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  words  immediately  preceding,  but 
ufually  extended  to  the  whole  antecedent 
phrafe* 

Thefe  are  copious  maxims,  and,  with  half 
a.  dozjen  more,  are  the  ftars  by  which  we 
fteer  in  the  conftru(3ion  of  all  public  and 
private  writings. 
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Sir  fPtlKam  Jones  to  J.  MacpBerJbn,  Efq. 

Court  Hmise,  Jtify^ 
We  hare  juft  convifted  a  low  Hin- 
du of  a  foul  confpiracy,  which  would  have 
ended  in  perjury;  and  (as  his  own  law-giver 
lays)  iij  every  caufe  of  damnation.  If  richer 
men  were  of  the  plot,  I  hope  our  court  will 
efcape  the  reproach  of  the  fatirift,  that  "  laws 
•*  refemble  cobwebs^  which  catch  flies  and  let 
**  the  wafps  break  through.'* 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Macpberfon^  Efq. 

August  14,  1785* 

I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks, 
my  dear  Sir,  for  the  hiftory  of  the  Roman 
Republic,  which  I  read  with  particular  plea- 
fure. 

Looking  over  my  fhelves  the  other  day,  I 
kid  my  hand  on  the  annexed  little  book 
afcribed  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh;  it  is,  like 
mod  pofthumous  works,  incorreft,  but  con- 
tains, with  fome  rubbifh,  a  number  of  wife 
aphorifms  and  pertinent  examples ;  it  is  rather 
the  commofirplacc  bikok  of  fome  ftatefman,. 
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than  a  well  digefted  treatife,  but  it  has  atnufed 
me  on  a  fecond  reading,  and  I  hope  it  will 

amufe  a  few  of  your  leifure  moments. 

m       4it       4it       m      *       4tt 

The  fociety  of  Sir  William  Jones  was  too 
attradive,  to  allow  him  to  employ  his  leifure 
hours  in  thofe  ftudies,  which  he  fo  eagerly 
defired  to  cultivate,  and  although  no  man 
was  more  happy  in  the  converfation  of  his 
friends,  he  foon  found  that  the  unreftrained 
enjoyment  of  this  gratification  was  incom- 
patible with  his  attention  to  literary  purfuits. 
He  determined  therefore  to  feek  fome  retire- 
ment, at  no  great  diftance  from  Calcutta^ 
where  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  air  and 
exercife,  and  profecute  his  fludies  without 
interruption,  during  the  vacations  of  the  fu- 
preme  court.  For  this  purpofe,  he  made 
choice  of  a  refidence  at  Crifhnagur,  which 
had  a  particular  attradion  for  him,  from  its 
vicinity  to  a  Hindu  college^'  and  from  this 
fpot  he  writes  tp  his  friends. 
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Sir  miliam  Jones  to  Dr.  Patrkk  Rujel. 

Sept,  8,  1785. 
Your  two  kind  letters  found  me 
overwhelmed  with  the  bufinefs  of  a  fevere 
feflions  and  term,  which  lafted  two  months, 
and  fatigued  me  fo  much,  that  I  was  forced 
to  haften  from  Calcutta  as  fail  as  winds  and  oars 
could  carry;  me.  I  am  now  at  the  ancient  uni- 
verlity  of  Nadeya,  where  I  hope  to  learn  the 
rudiments  of  that  venerable  and  interefting 
language  which  was  once  vernacular  in  ali 
India,  and  in  both  the  peninfulas  with  their 
iflands.  Your  purfuits  muft  be  delightful, 
and  I  {hall  be  impatient  to  fee  the  fruit  of 
your  learned  labours.  Our  fociety  goes  on 
flowly ;  and  hot-bed  fruits  are  not  fo  good  to 

my  tafte  as  thofe  which  ripen  naturally. 
*       *       *       *       *       * 

Dr.  Koenig's  lofs  will  be  feverely  felt ;  he 
was  a  valuable  man,  with  as  touch  fimplicity 
as  nature  herfelf,  whofe  works  he  ftudied. 
Do  you  know  when  his  books  are  to  be  dif- 
pofed  of?  I  Ihould  wifh  to  purchdfe  his 
Linnaeus.    ' 
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Sir  JFilliam  Jones  to  Cimrles  Chapman,  Efq* 

Sept.  «8, 1785. 

I  am  proceeding  flowly,  but 
fbrely,  in  this  retired  place,  in  the  (ludy  of 
Sanfcrit ;  for  I  can  no  longer  bear  to  be  at 
the  mercy  of  our  pundits,  who  deal  out  Hin- 
du law  as  they  pleafe,  and  make  it  at  reafon- 
able  rates,  when  they  cannot  find  it  ready 
made.  I  annex  the  form  adopted  by  us  for 
the  oaths  of  Muffulmansj  you  will  in  your 
difcretion  adopt  or  reject  it,  and  if  you  can 
coUefk  from  Mahefa  pundit,  who  feemed  a 
worthy  honeft  man,  how  Hindu  witneffes 
ought  to  be  examined,  and  whether  the  Bra- 
mins  can  give  abfolution  (I  think  they  call  it 
pryarchitt)  for  perjury,  and  in  what  cafe,  you 
will  greatly  oblige  me,  and  contribute  to  the 

advaacemeat  of  j  uftice . 

«       «       *    .  *       *       * 

The  conclufion  of  this  letter  exprefles  a 
fentiment,  which,  as  a  judge  in  Bengal,  and 
friend  of  human  nature,  he  always  confidered 
an  objed:  of  the  firft  itnportance. 

The  period  of  his  refidence  at  his  countrjr 
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cottage,  was  ncceffarily  limited  by  the  duty 
of  attending  the  fupreme  court :  on  his  return 
to  Calcutta,  in  Odober,  he  writes  to  John 
Macpherfon,  Efq.  "  Lady  Jones,  and  myfelf, 
'*  received  much  benefit  from  the  dry  foil  and 
^'  pure  air  of  Crilhnagur ;  how  long  my  health 
"  will  continue  in  this  town,  with  conftant 
•'  attendance  in  court  every  morning,  and  the 
"  irkfome  bufinefs  of  juflice  of  peace  in  the 
"  afternoon,  I  cannot  forefee.     If  temperance 
**  and  compofure  of  mind  will  avail,  I  ftiall 
)  '*  be  well;  but  I  would  rather  be  a  valetudi- 
"  narian,  all  my  life,  than  leave  unexplored 
'  '^  the  Sanfcrit  mine  which  I  have  juft  opened. 
*'  I  have  brought  with  me  the  father  of 
*'  the  univerfity  of  Nadya,  who,  though  not 
''  a  Brahmin,  has  taught  grammar  and  ethics 
'*  to  the  moft  learned  Brahmins,  and  has  po 
"  prieftly  pride,   with  whicn  his  pupils   in 
*'  general  abound." 

In  the  year  1785,  a  periodical  work  was 
undertaken  at  Calcutta,  under  the  title  of  the 
Afiatick  Mifceilany,  which  has  been  ignorant- 
ly  afcribed  to  the  Afiatick  Society,  with  whofe 
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refearches  it  had  no  connexion.  The  title  of 
the  work  indicates  the  nature  of  its  contents, 
which  coniifted  chiefly  of  extradls  from  books 
publifhed  in  Europe,  relating  to  India,  of 
tranflations  from  Oriental  Authors,  and  of 
poems  and  eflays.  The  editor  was  occaiion*- 
ally  affifted  by  the  literary  talents  of  gentle- 
men in  India,  and  we  find  in  the  two  firft 
volumes,  which  were  publifhed  in  the  years 
1785  and  86,  the  following  compofitions  of 
Sir  William  Jones,  who  never  negledted  any 
opportunity  of  contributing  to  the  advance- 
ment of  Oriental  literature:  the  tale  of  the 
Enchanted  Fruit,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned,  fix  hymns  ^  addreffed  to  as  many 
Hindu  deities,  a  literal  tranflation  of  twenty 

*  In  his  hymn  to  Surya,  or  the  Sun,  Sir  William  Jones 
alludes  to  himself  in  the  following  beautiful  lines ; 

And,  if  they  ask  what  mortal  pours  the  strain? 
Say  (for  thou  seest  earth,  air,  and  mam), 
Say,  "  From  the  bosom  of  yon  silver  isle. 
Where  skies  more  softly  smile, 
He  came;  aiid  lisping  our  celestial  tongue. 
Though  not  from  Brahma  sprung. 
Draws  orient  knowledge,  from  its  fountains  pure, 
Through  caves  obstructed  long,    and  paths  too  long 
obscure.**      ' 
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tales  and  fablee  of  Nizami,  exprefsly  intended 
to  affift  the  ftudents  of  the  Perlian  language, 
befides  other  fmaller  pieces,  from  which  I 
quote  with  pleafure,  the  following  beautiful 
tetraftick,  which  is  a  literal  tranflation  from 
the  Perfian : 

On  parent  knees,  a  naked,  new-born  child. 
Weeping  thou  sat'st,  while  all  around  thee  smird: 
So  live,  that,  sinking  in  thy  last  long  sleep, 
Calm  thou  may'st  smile,  when  all  around  thee  weep. 

The  hymns,  which  are  original  compo- 
fitions,  are  defcriptive  of  the  Hindu  deities, 
to  whom  they  were  addreffed,  atid  a  fliort 
introduftcMy  explanation  accompanies  each. 
The  mythological  .  allufions  and  Sanfcrit 
names,  with  whieh  they  abound,  are  not 
fufficiently  familiar  to  the  Englifh  reader, 
to  enable  him  to  derive  that  pleafure  from 
them,  which  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  manners  and  mythology  of  the  Hindus 
feel  in  the  perufal  of  thefe  hymns;  but 
whilft  they  mark  the  tafte  and  genius  of  the 
author,  they  fupply  a  fund  of  information, 
equally  novel  and  curious.     We  contemplate 
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with  delight  and  fiirprife  the  admirer  of  the 
Grecian  bards,  and  the  pupil  of  the  Grecian 
fages,  led  by  his  enthufiafm  from  the  banks 
of  the  Ilyflus  to  the  ftreams  of  the  Ganges, 
celebrating,  in  drains  not  unworthy  of  Pindar, 
the  fabulous  divinities  of  India,  and  exploring 
the  fources  of  the  Eg)rptian  and  Perfian  theo*- 
logy,  and  of  the  tenets  of  the  Ionic  and  Italic 
fchoQls  of  philofophy.  Thefe  compofitions 
were  the  elegant  amufements  of  hours  of 
leifure  and  relaxation,  which  he  never  fufFer^ 
ed  to  interfere  with  his  public  duties.  They 
prove  the  verfatility  of  thofe  intelledlual 
powers,  which  could  immediately  turn  from 
the  inveftigation  of  legal  caufes  or  the  folution 
of  abftrufe  inathematical  problems,  to  explain 
and  adorn  the  mythological  fidions  of  the 
Hindus,  in  odes  which  the  Bramins  would 
have  approved  and  admired.  The  variety  of 
meafures  adopted  in  the  compofition  of  thef6 
hymns  is  remarkable;  each  of  the  nine*  has 
a  different  form  of  verfificati6n,  and  if  they 
are  not  all  equally  harmonious,  they  are  all 
*  He  wrote  three  more  hymns  afterwards. 
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regular.     The  opening  and  conclufion  of  the 
Hymn  to  Narayon  are  very  fublime. 

On   the   fecond   of   February    1786,    Sir 
William  Jones  delivered   to   the  fociety  his 
third  annual  difcourfe,   in  which  he  propofcd 
to  fill  up  the  outlines  delineated  in  his  two 
former  addrefles,  and  promifed,  if  the  ftate  of 
his   health   fhould   permit   him  to  continue 
long  enough  in  India,  to  prepare  for  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  the  fociety,  a  feries  of  fhort 
differtations  unconnected  in  their  titles,  but 
all  leading  to  one  common  point  of  no  fmall 
importance^    in    the    purfuit    of   interefting 
truths.    He  exhibits,  in  this  difcourfe,  a  proof 
of  the  fuccefsful  application  of  his  time  to 
the  ftudy  of  Sanfcrit,    and  fpeaks  with  in- 
creafed  confidence  of  the  refult  of  hiar  new 
attainments.     The   conclufion   exprefTes   his 
regret,  at   the  departure  for  Europe  of  the 
very  ingenious  member  who  firfl:  opened  the 
mine   of  Sanfcrit   literature,   an  honourable 
tribute  tp  the  merit  of  Mr.  Charles  Wilkins. 

Sir  William  had  long  propofed  making  an^ 
pxcurfion  to  Chatigan,  the  eailern  limits  of 
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the  Britiih  dominions  in  Bengal.     Exclufive- 
ly  of  his  anxiety  to  acquire,  from  local  ob- 
fervation,  a   knowledge   of  the  (late  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  manners  and  charaders 
of  the   natives,  a  prudent   attention  to  the 
re*eftabli£hment   of  his  health,   which   had 
fuffered  from  an  unremitted   application   to 
his  public  duties  as  judge  and  magiftrate,  as 
well  as  a  regard  for  that  of  Lady  Jones,  now 
rendered  the  journey  expedient.     In  the  be- 
ginning of  1786,  after  the  recefs  cJfthe  court, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  executing  his  plan, 
and  repaired  to  Chatigan  by  fea,  in  February. 
A  ihort  time  before  his  departure,  a  dif- 
cuflion  had  taken  place  between  the  judges 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature,  and  the 
executive  government  of  Bengal,  refpedting 
a  refolution   adopted  by  the   latter,  altering 
the  mode  in  which  the  falaries  of  the  judges 
had  been  paid.     They  remonftrated  againft 
the  refolution,  and  the  letter  written  by  Sir 
William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon  on  the 
occafion,  is  fo  ftrongly  charadtefiftic  of  that 
independent  fpirit  which  he  always  poflefled, 
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that  on  this  account  it  merits  infertion.     The 
fem^inder  of  his  correfpondence  of  this  year, 
a$  far  as  it  is  proper  to  lay  it  before  the  pub- 
lic, follows  in  the  order  of  its  datea, 

Sir  Wiiliam  Jones  to  J.  Macpherfon,  Bart. 
Phmnix  Sloop ^  Feb.  5,  1786. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

Had  I  known  where  Captain 
Light  *  lived  in  Calcutta,  I  would  not  have 
troubled  you  with  the  annexed  letter,  but  I 
muft  requeft  you  to  forward  it  to  him.  It  is 
5^n  anfwer  to  an  excellent  letter  from  him, 
which  I  received  near  a  twelvemonth  ago.  I 
anxioufly  hope  he  has  completed  (what  no 
^Other  European  could  begin)  a  verfion  of  the 
Siaraefe  code. 

My  voyage  to  the  eaftern  coaft  will,  I  truft, 
be  very  pleafant,  and  I  hope  w«»  fhall  make 
our  part  good  againft  the  fcoundrel  Peguers ; 
though  if  we  defcry  a  fleet  of  boats,  I  believe 
it  will  he  wifer  to  retreat  on  the  wings  of  the 

*^  Captsiin  Light  was  appointed  superintendant  of  a  new 
settlement  at  Penang,  or  Prince  of  Wales's  Island.  He 
was  thoroughly  conversant  in  the  Malay  dialect. 
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Phoenix;  for  I  am  not  poet  enough  to  believes 
that  another  will  rife  from  her  afhes. 

I  lament  that  our  refpedive  engagements 
have  prevented  our  meeting  often^  fincc  the 
end  of  the  rains ;  but  fix  or  feven  hours  in  the 
morning,  and  two  or  three  in  the  evening, 
fpent  in  unremitted  labour  for  the  laft  three 
months,  fatigued  me  fo  much  that  I  had  no 
leifure  for  fociety,  fcarcely  any  for  natural  re* 
pofe.  My  laft  a<a  was  to  fign  our  letter  to 
your  board  on  the  fubje(St  of  our  falaries,  and 
I  would  have  called  upon  you  to  expoftulate 
amicably  on  the  meafure  you  had  purfued,  if 
I  had  not  wilhed  to  fpare  you  the  pain  of  de- 
fending indefenfible  fteps,  and  the  difficulty  of 
finding  reafons  to  fupport  the  mofl  unreafonr 
able  condud.  Many  pafTages  in  the  letter 
were  foftened  by  my  breth|-en,  for  I,  who 
have  long  been  habituated  to  ancient  fimpli- 
city,  am  ever  inclined  both  to  write  and  fpeak 
as  I  think  and  feel ;  and  I  fhould  certainly 
have  aiked,  if  we  had  converfed  on  this 
matter,  whether  diflrefling  and  pinching  the 
judges,  and  making  them  contemptible  in  the 
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eyes  of  the  natives,  and  of  their  own  fervants, 
was,  as  you'exprefled  yourfelf  laft  fummer, 
aflifting  them  with  heart  and  hand;  or 
whether  forming  refolutions,  as  the  fub-trea- 
furer  wrote  me  word  three  weeks  ago  con- 
cerning them,  of  which  they  were  the  laft 
men  in  the  fettlement  to  hear,^  was  intended 
as  a  return  for  that  perfeft  cordiality,  as  far 
as  honefty  permitted,  which  I  had  aflured 
you  and  Mr.  Stables,  to  be  one  of  the  golden 
rules  which  I  had  early  refolved  to  purfue  in 
my  judicial  charadter. 

In  a  word,  the  meafure  is  fo  totally  in- 
defenfible,  that  it  would  have  given  me  as 
much  pain  as  yourfelf,  to  have  difcuffed  it, 
I  have  marked  the  progrefs  of  this  bufmefs 
from  the  morning,  when  I  received  Mr. 
M.'s  note ;  and  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  the 
invafion  of  our  property,  was  not  an  idea 
conceived  or  approved  by  you,  but  forced  on 
you  by  fome  financier,  who  was  himfelf  de- 
luded by  a  conceit  of  impartiality,  not  con- 
fidering  that  the  cafes  were  by  no  means 
parallel ;  under  this  perfuafion,  I  beg  you  to 
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believe^  that  the  meafure  has  not  yet  made 
any  change  in  the  fincere  efteem^  with  which 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

William  Jones. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldicott^  Efq* 

ChatigaUj  Feb.  2 1 ,  1 786. 
I  have  been  fo  loaded  with  bufi- 
nefs,  that  I  deferred  writing  to  you,  till  it  was 
too  late  to  write  much,  and  when  the  term' 
ended,  was  obliged,  for  the  fake  of  my  wife's 
health  and  my  own,  to  fpend  a  few  weeks  in 
this  Indian  Montpelier^  where  the  hillocks  are 
covered  with  pepper  vines,  and  fparkle  with 
bloffoms  of  the  coffee  tree ;  but  the  defcription 
of  the  place  would  fill  a  volume,  and  I  can 
only  write  a  Ihort  letter  to  fay,  fi  vales,  bene 
eft}  valeo. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  George  Hardynge^  Efq. 

Feb.  22,  1786. 

A  word  to  you,  no!  though  you  have  more 

of  wifdom  (et  verbum  fapienti,  &c.)  than  I 
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have,  or  wifli  to  have  of  popularity,  yet  I 
would  not  fend  you  one  word,  but  millions 
and  trillions  of  words,  if  I  were  not  obliged 
to  referve  them  for  converfation.  The  im- 
meafureable  field,  that  lies  before  me  in  the 
ftudy  of  Sanfcrit  and  of  Hindu  jurifpru- 
dence  (the  Arabic  laws  are  familiar  to  me) 
compels  me  for  the  prefent,  to  fufpend  my  in- 
tention of  correfponding  regularly  with  thofe 
I  ]ove  *. — 

*  The  foUowirtg  sonnet,  written  some  years  before  the 
date  of  Sir  William  Joxies's  letter,  was  addressed  by  him 
to  his  friend : 
*  To  G.  Hardynge,  Esq. 

Hardynge,   whom  Camden's   voice,  and  Camden's 
^        fame. 

To  noble  thoughts,  and  high  attempts  excite. 
Whom  thy  learn'd  sire's  well  polish'd  lays  invite, 
To  kindle  in  thy  breast,  Phoebean  flame, 
Oh  rise !  oh !  emulate  their  lives,  and  claim 
The  glorious  meed  of  many  a  studious  night. 
And  many  a  day  spent  in  asserting  right, 
Repressing  wrong,  and  bringing  fraud  to  shame. 
Nor  let  the  glare  of  wealth,  or  pleasure's  bow'rs 

Allure  thy  fancy.     Think  how  Tully  shone. 
Think  how  Demosthenes  with  heav'nly  fire 
Shook  Philip's  throne,  and  lighten'd  o'er  hi^  tow'rs. 
What  gave  theni  strength?  Not  eloquence^  alone, 
But  minds  elate  above  each  low  desire. 

W.J. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherjbn^  Bart. 

Jafferabad^  Feb.  27,  n86. 
1  cannot  exprefs,  my  dear  Sir, 
the  pleafure  which  I  have  juft  received  from 
that  part  of  the  Board's  letter  to  us,  in  which 
they  fef  us  right  in  our  mifconception  of  their 
preceding  letter. 

I  rejoice  that  we  were  miftaken,  and  have 
juft  figr^ed  our  reply ;  it  will,  I  perfuade  my- 
felf,  reftorc  the  harmony  of  our  concert, 
which,  if  worldly  affairs  have  any  -analogy 
to  mufic,  will  rather  be  improved  than  fpoiled 
by  a  Ihort  diffonant  interval  You,  who  are 
a  mufician,  will  feel  the  tone  of  this  meta- 
phor ;  as  to  my  harfher  notes,  quicquid  af- 
perius  didum  eft,  indidum  efto.  In  fadk 
(you  could  not  know  it,  but)  I  never  had 
been  fo  pinched  in  my  life,  for  the  laft  three 
months;  having  bought  company's  bonds, 
(which  nothing  but  ex;treme,  neceflity  could 
have  made  me  fell  at  30  per  cent,  difcount),  I 
was  unable  to  pay  my  phylician,  or  my 
munfhis,  and  was  forced  to  borrow  (for  the 
firft  time  in  my  life)  for  my  daily  rice ;  what 
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was  worfe,  I  was  forced  to  borrow  of  a  black 

man,  and  it  was  like  touching  a  fnake  or  the 

South  American  eel;  in  fhort,  if  our  apprehen- 

fions  had  been  well  grounded,  two  of  us  had 

refolved  to  go  home  next  feafon.     But  your 

letter  difperfed  all  clouds  and  made  my  mind 

as  clear  as  the  air  of  this  fine  climate,  where 

I  exped  to  efcape  the  heats,  and  all  the  ills 

they  produce  in  a  conftitution  like  mine.     I 

confefs  I  wifli  you  had  accepted  our  offer,  for 

half  my  falary  is  enough  for  me,  and  I  would 

have  received  the  remainder  cheerfully  on  any 

terms,  as  I  have  hitherto  done ;  but  as  it  is, 

we  are  all  iatisfied,  and  your  offers  were  fo 

equal,  that  either  would  have  been  fatisfac- 

tory  to  me. 

You  muft  know  better  than  I  can,  though 

I  am  fo  much  nearer  the  place  on  the  frontiers 

where*  Major  EUerker  is  now  encamped.     I 

can.  hardly  perfuade  myfelf  that  Myun  Ga- 

chim  Fera*,  with  all  his  bravery  in  words, 

will  venture  to  pafs  the  NAf  j  the  whole  flory 

*  A  general  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Ava,  who 
appeared  on  the  frontiers  of  Chatigan,  with  an  army. 
The  Naf,  is  the  boundary  river  between  Chatigan  and 
Aracan. 
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iscuridUd,  atid  as  I  aiii  on  the  fpot,  I  wifh  to 
write  it  with  all  the  gravity  of  anhiftbriart,  ef- 
pecially  as  I  can  pick  out  fome  part  of  the 
Pegu  general's  original  letter,  the  charadlers 
of  which  are  little  more  thin  thd  nagari  let- 
ters inverted  and  rounded. 

I  now  fit  oppofite  to  the  feas,  which  wafted 
us  gently  hither  in  the  Phoenix ;  and  our 
voyage  was  wdl  timed,  for  had  we  (laid 
two  days  longer,  we  fliould  have  been  in 
a  north-wefter,  A  beautiful  vale  lies  between 
the  hillock  on  which  the  houfe  is  built  and 
the  beach,  oh  all  the  other  fides  are  hills  finely 
diverfified  with  groves,  the  walks  are  fqented 
with  bloflbms  of  the  champad^  and  nagafarf' ; 
and  the  plantations  of  pepper  and  col!ee,  are 
equally  new  and  pleafing.  My  wife,  who 
defires  her  beft  remembrance,  amufes  hcrfelf 
with  drawing,  and  I  with  botany.  If  (which 
I  truft  will  not  be  the  cafe)  you  {houlfl  be  in- 
difpofed,  this  is  the  Montpelier  which  will 
reftore  you  to  health. 


*  Lin.  Michelia.  f  ^i^*  Me  uau 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Jaffcrabady  Jpril^O,  1786. 
I  delayed,  my  dear  Sir,  to 
anfwcr  your  kind  letter  of  the  roth,  until  I 
could  give  you  an  accurate  account  of  my 
motions  towards  Calcutta.  We  (hall  not 
ftay  here  a  whole  week  longer,  but  proceed, 
as  foon  as  we  can  make  preparations  for  our 
journey,  to  the  burning  well*,  and  thence 

*  The  burning  well  is  situated  about  twenty-two  miles 
from  Chatigan,  at  the  termination  of  a  valley  surrounded 
by  hills.  I  visited  it  in  1773,  and  from  recollection  am 
enabledto  give  the  following  account  of  it.  The  shape 
c>f  the  well,  or  rather  reservoir,  is  oblong,  about  six  feet 
by  four,  and  the  depth  does  not  exceed  twelve  feet.  The 
^ater  which  is  always  cbid  is  suppHed  by^a  spring,  and  there 
is  a  conduit  for  carrying  off  the  superfluity  j  a  part  of  the 
surface  of  the  well,  about  a  fourth,  is  covered  with  brick*  • 
work,  which  is  nearly  ignited  by  the  flames,  which  fia^ 
without  intermission  from  the  surface  of  the  water.  It 
would  appear  that  aninflanunable  vapour  escapes  through 
the  water,  which  takes  fire  on  contact  with  the  external 
au* ;  th#  perpetuity  of  the  flame  is  tecasioned  by  the  %- 
nited  brick-work,  as  without  this,  much  of  the  vapour 
w6uld'ett:ape  without  conflajratioii.  This  wa.?  proved  fay 
taking  away  the  covering  of  brick*woik  after  the  extp^^ 
tion  of  the  heat,  by  throwing  upon  it  the  water  of  the- 
well.  T)|(e;fismes  still  continued  to  burst  forth  from  the 
surface,  l>ut  with  momentary  intermissions,  and  the  vapour 
jii»$  al^vays  immediately  kindled  by  holding  a  candle  at  a 
small  distance  from  the  surface  of  the  water.     A  piece  of 
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through  Tipefa  to  Dacca:  an  old  engagement 
will  oblige  us  to  deviate  a  little  out  of^  our  way 
to  Gomarcaly- j  and  if  the  Jellingy  be  naviga* 
ble,  we  fhall  foon  be  in  Calcutta,  if  not,  we 
mud  pafs  a  fecond  time  through  the  Sundar-* 
bans }  in  all  events,  nothing  I  mink  can  hin- 
der my  being  in  gOurt  on  the  1 5th  of  June* 
Suffer  me  now  to  thank  you,  as  I  do  moft 
heartily,  for  the  very  ufeful  information  which 
you  give  me  concerning  money  matters. 
The  ancients  faid,  (not  Very  prqperly  of  their 
imaginary  gods)  *  carior  eft  divi^  homo, 
quam  fibi  :*  but  I  may  truly  fay,  •  carior  eft 
amicis,  quam  fibi/  fpeaking  of  myfelf  and  of 
your  friendly  attentions  to  me* 


silver  placed  in  the  conduit  for  carrying  off  the  superflu- 
ous water,  was  discoloured  in  a  few  minutes,  and  an  in-^ 
fusion  of  tea  gave  a  dark  tinge  to  the  Water. 

On  the  side  of  a  hill  distant  ahout  three  miles  from  the 
burning  well,  there  is  a  spot  of  ground  of  a  few  feet  only 
in  dimensions,  from  which  flashes  of  fire  burst  on  stamp- 
ing strongly  with  the  foot«  The  Appearance  of  this  spot 
resembled  that  of  earthy  on  which  a  fire  had  been 
kindled.  I  4q  QOt  recoHe^t  whether  it  was  hot  to  the 
touch. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon^  Bart. 

>/flj/6, 1786. 
I  delayed  from  day  to  day,  and 
from  week  to  week,  the  pleafure  of  anfwcr- 
ing  your  acceptable  letter,  which  I  received,  I 
am  afraid,  fo  long  ago  as  the  middle  of  March. 
I  wifhed  to  fend  you  fomething  interefting ; 
but  my  days  flowed  on  in  the  fame  equable 
and  uniform  tenor,  and  were  only  to  be  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  the  advances  I  made  in  my 
Ferfian,  Indian,  and^  botanical  purfuits.  la 
fhort,  as  it  fometimes  ha^^ens,  by  intending 
to  write  much,  I  had  written  nothing;  and 
was  preparing  to  give  you  fome  account  of 
my  motions  towards  the  prefidency,  when  I 
had  the  very  great  fatisfadion  of  ;receiv- 
ing  your  packet  full  of  matter,  full  of  pleat 
ing  accounts,  and  full  of  jufl  obfervations. 

%  4lk  41^  ^  If:  ^  4k 

*  *  I  read  with  pleafure,  while  I  was  at 
breakfaft,  Mr.  Forfter^s  lively  little  tra£t,  and 
having  finiflied  my  dailystalk  of  Perfian  read- 
ing with  a  learned  Parfi  of  Yezd,  who  accom- 
panied me  hither,  I  allot  the  reft  of  the  morn- 
mg  ot  you. 

Digitized  i)y  LjOOQIC 


85 

.  The  approbation  given  at  home  to  your 
feafonable  exertions  here,  was  but  natural ; 
it  could  not  have  been  otherwife,  and  there- 
fore it  gives  me  great  pleafure,  but  no  furprife. 
Be  aflured  that  general  applaufe  ever  has  re- 
fulted,  and  ever  will  refult  from  good  adlions 
and  falutary  meafures,  as  certainly  as  an  echo, 
in  rocky  places,  follows  the  voice.  You  will 
readily  believe  me,  when  I  aflure  you,  that  I 
have  few  things  more  at  heart  than  that  you 
may  enjoy  as  much  as  you  can  deiire  of  that 
echo,  and  receive  no  pain  or  injury  from 
the  rocks  ;  for  rocks  abound,  my  friend,  in 
the  fea  of  life. 

The  Scripture  fpeaks  of  nations  overturn- 
ing their y^^^j  in  fiony  places  \  and  ambitious 
judges  ought  to  be  overturned,  but  as  I  do 
ppt  afpire,  I  can  never  fall  from  an  eminence. 
The  ftate  of  parties  in  England,  ftill  makes 
me  rejoice,  that  I  am  not  in  London.  My 
friendfhips  would  lead  me  naturally  to  wifh 
the  rife  of  the  ^  .  .  ..  ^  while  my  con- 
fcience,  and  piy  humble  judgment  oblige  me 
to  prefer  ••••«.     fyftem  as  far  as  I  know 
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it.  'Odd  grkht  he  may  addpt  th?  beft  mea^ 
fiires  for  tM^  country,  and  give  them  efFedJ:  by 
the  beft  means,  without  difarranging  yOuf 
meafures,  fince  the  wheel  of  continual  changes 
cannot  but  have  a  bad  effbd  in  the  minds  of 
the  governed — but  I  fat  down  to  write  a  letter, 
not  a  treatife. 

By  the  way,  I  have  read  a  fecond  time  here 
your  friend's  Treatife  on  the  Hiftory  of  Civil 
Society,  and  am  extremely  pleafed  with  it, 
efpecially  his  chapter  on  the  relaxation  of 
national  fpirit.'  *  *  *  ♦ 

*         *         * 

Your  communications  about  the  Lama  will 
J>e  truly  intercfting.  I  have  read  fmce  I  left 
Calcutta  5oo  pages  in  quarto  concerning  the 
Mythology  and  Hiftory,  both  civil  and  natu^ 
ral,  of  Tibet.  The  work  was  printed  with 
every  advantage  of  ni?w  types  and  curious  en-» 
gravings,  at  kome,  aboat  tftn  years  ago,  an4 
was  compiled  from  the  papers  of  an  Italian 
father,  named  Orazio/who  had  lived  thirty 
years  in  that  country  and  Napal,  where  he 
a-iei^.     On  my  return,  I  pul-pofe,  with  the 
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permiffion  of  the  fociety,  to.fead  a  trcatlfe* 
to  the  prefs,  which  ought  to  ftand  firft  in  our 
plledions,  as  it  will  be  a  key  to  many  othi^i: 
p;»pers.  I  have  caufed  fix  or  feven  places  to 
be  engraved  for  it- 

.  Alway?  excepti»g  my  own  imperfect  effays^ 
I  may  venture  to  foretell,  that  the  learned  i^ 
Europe  will  not  be  difappointed  by  our  firft 
volume.  But  my  g^eat  objedt,  at  which  I 
•have  long  been  labouring,  is  to  give  oiu: 
country  a  complete  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Muf- 
fulman  law.  I  have  enabled  myfelf  by  ex- 
cefSve  care  to  read  the  oldeft  Sanfcrit  law 
books  with  the  help  of  a  loofe  Perfian  para- 
phrafe;  and  I  have  begun  a  tranflation  of 
Menu  into  Englifli ;  the  beft  Arabian  law- 
tract,  I  tranflated  laft  year.  What  I  can  pof- 
iibly  perform  alone,  I  will  by  God's  blefling 
perform;  and  I  would  write  on  the  fubjeft  to 
the  Minifter,  Chancellor,  the  Board  of  Con- 
troul,  and  the  Directors,'  if  I  were  not  appre* 
henfive  that  they  who  know  the  world,  but 

*  A  Dissertation  on  the    Orthography  of   Asiatic 
Words  in  Roman  Letters.    Works,  yol.  iii.  page  253. 
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do  not  fully  know  mc,  would  think  that  I  ex- 
pected fome  advantage  either  of  fajne  or  pa- 
tronage, by  purpofingto  be  made  the  Juftinlan 
of 'India ;  whereas  I  am  confeious  of  defiring 
no  advantage,  byt  the  pleafure  of  doing  general 
good.  I  fhall  confequently  proceed  in  the  work 
by  my  own  ftrength,  and  will  print  my  digeft 
by  degrees  at  my  own  expenfe,  giving  copies  of 
it  ^here  I  know  they  will  be  ufeful.  One  point 
I  Have  already  attained  j  I  made  the  pundit  of 
bur  court  read  and  correft  a  copy  of  Halhed's* 
book  in  the  original  Saofcrit,  and  I  then  obliged 
him  to  atteft  it  as  good  law,  fo  that  he  never 
now  can  give  corrupt  opinions,  without  cer-? 
tain  detedtion. 

May  your  commercial  bloffoni  arrive  at 
maturity,  with  all  the  vigour  of  Indian  vege-^ 
tation ! 

My  foul  expands,  like  your  bloflbm,  at  the 
idea  of  improved  commerce  j  no  fubjed  is  to 
me  more  animating. 

I  have  a  commercial  idea  fpr  you,  not  a 

*  A  translation  by  N.  B.  Halhed,  Esq.  of  Xh^  code 
so'iipiled  by  pundits,  by  the  directipn  of  Mr.  Hastings. 
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bloflbm,  but  as  yet  a  germ  only.  What  if 
Perfia  fhould  now  flourilh !  and  what  if  the 
prefent  king,  Jaffier  Khan,  be  really  as  great  a 
roan  as  reprefentcd!  Perfia  wants  many  manu« 
fadiires  of  Tndia,  and  her  king  would  be  a  va* 
luableally.  *  *  ♦  ♦  »  ^n  ^n 
**♦**!  have  already 
thanked  you  for  your  kind  attentions  to  Emin, 
and  I  beg  to  repeat  them.  Many  in  England 
will  be  equally  thankful.  He  is  a  fine  fel- 
low ;  and  if  aSive  fervice  fhould  be  required^ 
he  would  feek  nothing  fo  much,  as  to  be 

placed  in  the  moft  perilous  edge  of  the  battle. 

^        #         «.        ♦         #         m 

In  this  letter  we  fee  the  unabated  adHvity 
of  a  vigorous  mind,  uniting  recreation  with 
improvement,  and  coUeding  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  gardens  of  literature,  the  flowers 
of  every  foil.  A  detailed  account  of  the  daily 
ftudies  of  Sir  William  Jones  would  furprife 
the  moft  indefatigable^  and  it  may  not  be  im* 
pertinent  to  mention  in  proof  of  this  obferva- 
tion,  that  he  found  time  during  his  fhort  re- 
fidence  at  Chatigan,  in  addition  to  the  occu- 
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pations  which  he  has  defcribcd,  to  perufe  twice 
the  heroic  poem  of  Ferdofi,  the  Homer  of 
Perfia,  fuppofed  to  contain  fixty  thoufand 
couplets*  Of  the  fentiment^  exprefTed  in  his 
corr^pondence^  it  is  fufficient  to  remark  in 
general,  that  they  do  no  lefs  honour  to  his 
hcBit  than  to  his  judgment.  I  cannot  but 
wifh  that  he  had  found  time  to  write  the  am- 
ple defcription  which  he  mentions. 

Few  perfons  have  pafled  through  a  greater 
variety  of  hardfhips,  and  perilous  adventures, 
than  the  pcrfon  mentioned  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  imder  the  name  of,  Emin*  Born  at 
Hamadan,  in  Perfia,  of  Armenian  parents, 
sfkd  expofed  during  his  infancy  to  uncommon 
difeifters,  while  a  mere  youth  he  followed  his 
father  and  ruined  family  to  Calcutta*  He  had 
there  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  fuperi-^ 
ority  of  Europeans,  in  arms,  arts,  and  fciences, 
over  the  Afiatics,  and  the  impreflion  which 
he  received  from  it,  infpired  an  invincible  de- 
iire  in  Emin  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which 
they  poiTeffed.  For  this  purpofe,  he  deter- 
mined, at  all  hazards,  to  vifit  England,  and 
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after  a  long  oppofition  firom  his  father,  having 
obtained  his  reludant  aflent,  he  adopted  the 
only  means  left  for  the  accomplifhment  of  his 
purpofe,  by  working  his  paflage  as  a  common 
ikilor  in  one  of  the  fhips  belon^ngto  the  Eaft- 
India  Company.  After  his  arrival  in  Eng- 
land, he  loft  no  time  in  beginning  to  acquire 
the  inftrudtion  which  he  fo  anxioufly  defired, 
but  his  progrefs  was  retarded  by  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  his  circumftances,  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  fubmit  to  menial  occupations,  and 
laborious  employments,  to  procure  a  fubfift^i. 
ence.  Fortune  favoured  his  perfevcrance, 
and  in  a  moment  of  defpair,  he  was  acciden- 
tally introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  and  afterwards  to  that 
of  many  gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune, 
by  whoil  affiftance  his  views  were  pro- 
moted *• 

*  Previous  to  Tiis  introduction  to  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, l^min  had  become  acquainted  with  £d« 
jnund  Burke,  whom  he  accidentally  met  in  the  Park. 
After  $ome  conversation,  Mr.  Burke  invited  Emin  to  his 
jjpartments,  up  two  pair  of  stairs  at  the  sign  of  Pope's 
head,  at  a  bookseller's  near  the  Temple.  Emin,  ignorant 
of  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  had  treated  him  with 
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The  great  objeft  of  Emin,  was  to  obtain 
ai  knowledge  of  military  tactics,  in  the  hopes 
of  employing  it  fuccefsfuUy,  in  refcuing  the 
liberty  and  religion  of  the  country  of  his  an- 
c«itbrs  from  the  defpotifm  of  the  Turks  and 
Perfians.  After  ferving  with  the  Pruffian 
4n4  EpglUh  armies  in  Gernuny,  he  procured 

9D  much  courtesy,  begged  to  be  fiavoured  with  it,  and 
Ik&.  Burke  politely  answered,  **  Sir,  my  name  is  Edmund 
**  Burke  at  your  service ;  I  am  a  run-away  son  from  a 
•*  father  as  you  are, ^  He  then  presented  half>a»guinea 
^  Emin,  saying,  *'  upon  niy  honour  this  is  what  I  have 
•*  ?it  present ;  please  to  accept  it." 

Mr.  Burke  the  next  day  visited  Emin,  and  assisted 
him  with  his  advice  as  to  the  books  which  he  should  read. 
He  introduced  him  to  his  relation,  Mr.  William  Burke ; 
and  for  thirty  years  Emin  acknowledges  that  h^  w^s  treat- 
ed with  unceasing  kindness  by  both* 

At  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  his  acquaints 
ance  with  Mr.  Burke,  Emin  had  nttle  left  for  his  main- 
tenance, and  the  prospect  of  accomplishing  the  purpose  of 
his  voyage  to  England  became  daily  more  gloqfny.  ^*  Ha4 
"  not  Mr.  Burke  consoled  him  now  and  then  (to  use  the 
**  words  of  Emin)  he  might  have  been  lost  for  ever  through 
«<  despair;  but  his  friend  always ' advised  him  to  put  hi^ 
**  trust  in  God,  and  he  never  missed  a  day  without  seeing 
"  Emin.  He  was  writing  books  at  the  time,  and  desired 
"  the  author  (i.  e.  Emin)  to  copy  them  ;  the  first  was  an 
**  Imitation  of  the  late  Lord Bolingbroke's  Letter;  the  se^ 
**  cond.  The  Treatise  of  Sublime  and  Beautiful.*'  Life 
of  Emin,  London  edi  Jon,  p.  93. 
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the  means  of  tranfportitig  himfelf  into  the 
mountains  of  Armenia,  in  the  view  of  offer* 
ing  his  fervices  to  Heraclius^  the  reigning 
prince  of  Georgia,  and  of  roufing  the  religi- 
ous zeal  and  martial  fjpirit  of  his  countrymen. 
He  had  there  the  mortification  to  find  his  re* 
fouices  inadequate  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprife,  and  he  was  compelled  to  return 
difappointed  to  England.  After  fome  time 
fpent  in  folicitation,  he  was  enabled  by  the 
afliftance  of  his  patrons  to  proceed  with  re- 
commendations to  Ruflia,  and  thence  after 
various  fatigues  and  impediments,  which  his 
fortitude  and  perfeverance  furmounted,  he 
reached  Tefflis,  the  capital  of  Georgia.  After 
eight  years  of  wandering,  perils,  and  diftrefs, 
through  the  mountains  of  that  country  and 
Armenia,  he  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  vi- 
fionary  proje^a,  and  returned  to  his  father  in 
Calcutta.  Still  anjiious  for  the  accomplifti- 
ment  of  his  plans,  and  no  ways  intimidated 
by  the  experience  of  pafl;  dangers  and  diflScul- 
ties,  he  made  a  third  attempt  for  the  execu- 
tion of  them,  and  proceeded  to  Perfia.     This 
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proved  equally  unfuccefsful,  and  he  again  re^ 
turned  to  Calcutta*    In  Emin^  we  fee  the  fame 
snan^  who  was  a  failor,  a  porter,  a  menial  fer- 
vant,  and  fubfifting  by  charity,  the  companion 
of  nobles,  and  patronifed  by  princes  and  mo* 
narchs,everpreferving  in  his  deepeft  diftreffes^ 
a  fenfe  of  honour,  a  fpirit  of  integrity,  a  reli- 
ance upon  Providence,  and  a  firm  adherence 
to  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  in  which  he 
had  been  educated.     During  his  refidence  in 
Calcutta,  he  publifhed  an  account  of  his  event- 
ful life,  which  Sir  William  Jones  condefcend- 
cd  to  revife,  fo  far  only,  as  to  correct  ortho- 
graphical errors,  but  without  any  amendment 
oftheftyfe. 

From  Chadgan,  Sir  William  Jones  re- 
turned to  Calcutta,  and  after  the  recefs  of  the 
court,  again  vifrted  his  retirement  at  Chriftina- 
nagur,  where  he  occupied  himfelf  as  ufual  in 
his  favourite  ftudies,  an  account  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  his  joun^iey  to  the  prefidency,  I  ^all 
Supply  ^y  extracts  from  his  familiar  Ictte 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Camarcah/j  June  15,  17S6. 

I  find  that  in  this  country,  tra- 
vellers are  perfect  flaves  to  the  feafons^  and 
elements.  It  was  my  refolution  when  I  left 
Dacca,  to  pu(h  on  as  expeditioufly  as  poffible 
to  Calcutta ;  but  in  ..^  pafiage  of  eight  days 
laft  year  through  the  Tulfi  creek  and  the  Artai 
river,  our  boat  was  hotter  day  and  nighty 
than  I  ever  felt  a  vapour*bath ;  tiU  then,  as 
much  as  I  had  reafon  to  dread  an  Indian  fun» 
I  had  not  a  complete  idea  of  it.  This  affeded 
both  Lady  Jones  and  me  fo  much,  that  it 
would  have  been  madnefs  to  have  palled  the 
Sundarbans  in  fuch  weather;  and  Mr.  Red-* 
feam  having  promifed  to  fend  me  word, 
when  the  Jelinga  becomes  navigable  (which 
is  iifually  about  the  middle  of  this  month)  I 
exp€&  every  day  to  receive  that  intelligence, 
after  which  I  fhall  be  in  Calcutta  in  eight  days.  , 
I  am  principally  vexed  at  this,  delay,  becaufe 
from  your  having  taken  the  charge  when  it 
was  Sir  R.  Chambers'  turn,  I  fear  he  muft  be 
ill,  and  confequently  that  you  muft  have  a 
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great  deal  of  trouble :  give  my  aflfedionate  re- 
membrance to  him* 

I  am,  &c. 

Air  William  Jones  to  Mifs  £.  Shipley. 

On  the  Ganges y  SepL  7, 1786. 

You  do  too  much  hon6ur, 
my  dear  Madam,  to  h^jf  compofitions;  they 
amufe  me  in  the  few  hours,  of  leifure  that 
my  bufinefs  allows,  and  if  they  amufe  my 

friends,  I  am  amply  rewarded. 

n 

Ma  si  '1  Latino  e*l  Greco 

Parian  di  me  dopo  la  morte,  e  un  vento ; 

Ond*  io,  perche  pavento 

Adunar  sempre  quel  ch*un*  ora  sgombre, 

Vorrei  '1  vero  abbraciar  lassando  l*ombre. 

We  talk  of  the  year  1790,  as  the  happy 
limit  of  our  refidence  in  this  unpropitious  cli- 
mate }  but  this  muft  be  a  family  fecret,  left 
applications  fhould  be  made  for  my  place,  and 
I  fhould  be  flioved.out  before  my  refignation. 
God  grant  that  the  bad  ftate  of  my  Anna's 
health,  may  not  compel  her  to  leave  India 
before  me  j  I  (hould  remain  like  a  man  with 
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a  dead  palfy  on  one  of  his  fides ;  but  it  were 
better  to  lofe  one  fide  for  a  time  than  both  for 
ever.  I  do  not  mean  that  (he  has  been,  or  is 
likely  to  be,  in  danger  from  her  complaints. 
I  have  propofed  a  vifit  to  her  friend  Lady 
Campbell,  and  fhe  feemed  to  receive  the  pro- 
pofal  with  pleafure  j  the  fea  air,  and  change 
of  fcene  at  a  proper  leafon,  may  do*  more 
than  all  the  faculty  vrith  all  their  prefcriptions. 
As  to  politics  and  minifters,  let.me  whifper 
another  fecret  in  your  ear : 

lo  rion  credo  piu  al  nero  ch'  all'  azzurroy 
and,  as  to  coalitions,  if  the //^^  be  mixed  w^ith 
the  azzurroy  they  will  only  make  a  dirtier 
colour,  India  is  yet  fecure,  and  improveablQ 
beyond  imagination ;  it  Is  not  however  in  fuch 
a  ftate  of  fecurity,but  that  wife  politicians  may, 
with  ftrong  well-timed  exertions  and  well  ap- 
plied addrefs,  contrive  to  lofe  it.  The  dif- 
charge  of  iny  duty,  and  the  ftudy  of  Indian 
laws  in  their  original  languages  (which  is  no 
inconfiderable  part  of  my  duty)  are  an  exctife 
for  my  negled  of  writing  letters ;  and  indeed 
I  find  by  experience,  that  I  can  t^ke  up  n^j? 
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^pen  for  that  pUrpofe  but  once  a  year,  aad  I 
have  a  hundred  unanfwer^d  letters  now  lying 
before  me,  but  my  Anna,  who  is  tny  fecretary 
of  ftatc,  and  firft  or  rather  sole  lady  of  the 
treafury,  has  written  volumes.  Loves  and 
regards  to  all  who  love  and  regard  us;  as  to 
compliments,  they  are  unmeaning  things, 
and  neither  become  me  to  fend,  nor  you  to 
convey  ♦ 

I  anl, 
With  great  regard,  dear  Madam, 
Your  faithful  and  ajSedionate  fervant, 

^  William  Jones. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Dr.:  Patrick  Rujfel. , 
Crishna-na^ury  Sept  %S,  178^6^ 
Various  caufes  contribute 
to  render  me.  a  bad  correfpondent,  particu- 
larly the  difcharge  of  myjpublic  duty,  and 
the.  ftudies  which  are  connedled  with  that 
AxxX-ji  fuch  as  the  Indian  and  Arabic  lawa  in 
their  feveral  difficult  languages,  one  of  which 
has  occupied,  moft  of  myleifure  for  the  laft 
twelvemonth,  ex<;epting  when  I  travelled  t'b 
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lilamabad,  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  fea  air 
and  verdant  hillocks,  during  the  hot  feafon. 
It  is  only  in  fuch  a  retirement  as  the  cottage, 
where  lam  puffing  a  Ihort  vacation,  that  I 
can  write  to  literary  friends,  or  even  think 
much  on  literary  fubjeds;  and  it  was  long 
after  I  left  this  folitude  laft  autumn,  that  -I 
had  the  pleafure  of  receiving  your  moft  agree- 
able letter. 

I  am  tolerably  ftrbng  in  Sanjcrit^  and  hope 
to  prove  my  ftrength  foon  by  tranflating  a 
^  law  tract  of  great  intrinfic  merit, and  extremely 
curious,  which  the  Hindus  believe  to  be  al- 
moft  as  old  as  the  creation.     It  is  afcribed  to 
Menu,  the  Minos  of  India,  and  like  him,  the 
fon  of  Jove.     My  prefent  ftudy  is  th6  origi- 
nal  of  Bidpa's  fables,    called    Hitopadefa% 
which  is  a  .charming  book,  and  wohderf  ufly 
ufeful  to  a  learner  of  the  language.  -  I  ddh-, 
gratulate  you  on  the  cotnjpletion  of  ydui:  t'wQ 
works,    but   exhort   you   to   publiili   thdm* 
Think  how  much  fame'Koenig  loft  by  delay- 

^  Translated  by  Sir  William  Jones,  and  published  in 
his  Works,  vol,  xiii. 
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ing  his  publications.  God  knows  Svhether 
any  \ife  honourable  to  his  memory  will  be 
made  of  his  manufcripts.  Think  of  Mr. 
D'Herbelot,  whofe  pofthumous  work,  like 
moft  others,  had  the  fate  of  being  incorredly 
publiflied.  Printing  is  dear  at  Calcutta  ;  but 
if  government  would  print  your  works  (as 
they  ought)  I  could  cheerfully  fuperintend 
commas  and  colons.  I  am  delighted  with 
your  botanical  purfuits.  They  talk  of  a  pub- 
lic garden  on  the  banks,  of  the  river  near  Cal* 
cutta.  How  I  wifh  for  our  fakes,  you  could 
be  allured  from  the  Sircars!  I  long  to  viifit 
them,  however,  and  to  view  your  colledUons ; 
though  I  muft  be  fo  honeft  as  to  own,  that 
accurate  botanical  defcriptions  give  me  more 
plcafure  than  an  herbal,  I  mean  where  the 
"ig^e^  j^|ants  can  be  examined.  For  this  reafon 
thav*  not  begun  to  colled  fpecimens,  but 
^defcribc  as  well  as  I  can ;  and  for  brevity  in 
coarfe  Latin.  Lady  Jones  affiils  me  by  her 
accuracy  in  drawing  and  colouring* 

^he  province  of  Chatigan  (tutgarly  Chi- 
tigong)  i^  a  noble  field  for  a  naturalift/     It  is 
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fo  called,  I  believej  from  the  chatag^  which  is 
the  moft  beautiful  little  bird  I  ever  faw.  The 
hills  and   woods   abound   with    uncommon 
plants  and  animals ;  indeed  the  whole  Eaflem 
peninfula  would  be  a  new  world  to  a  philofo- 
pher.     I  wifh  poor  Koenig  had  left  his  papers 
to  you ;  Banks  has  too^  much  of  his  own  to 
employ  him,  and  Macpherfon,  who  loved  the 
fage,  would  I  dare  fay  have  perfuaded  Lord 
Cornwallis  to  raiie  the  bed  monument  to  his 
memory,  a  good  edition  of  his  works.    I  have 
carefully   examined  a  plant,  which   Koenig 
mentioned  to  me,  and  Q2Mtdpentapetbes  protea^ 
from  the  iingular  variety  of  leaves  on  the 
fanje  tree.     The  natives  call  it  Mafcamcband  \ 
and  Ipf  of  its  fragrant  fleihy  bloflbmsi  in- 
jfufed  for  a  night  in  a  glafs  of  water^  forms  a 
mucilage  of  ji  very  cooling   quality.     The 
pentapethes  phoenicia,  which  now  beautifies 
this  plain,  producers  a  fimilar  mucilage,  which 
might  anfwer  the  fame  purpofes  as  that  of 
the  Arabian  gum,  if  not  other  and  more  im« 
portant  purpofes.    But  I  mention  this  plant, 
becaufe  Koenig  told  me,  that  Linnaeus  had  in-* 
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verted  nature  in  his  defcription  of  it,  by  af- 
figning  to  it^fo^  caltrated  filaments,  to  each  of 
which   were   annexed   three    prolific    ones ; 

wiiereas,  faid  he,  (I  am  fure  I  did  not  mif- 

I  ... 

take  him)  the  flower  has  fifteen  caftrated,  and* 
five  prolific ;  £b  that  in  truth  it  would  have 
hecn  penfandrian.  Now  I  have  examined  all 
the  flowers  of  this  fpecies  that  I  could  get^j 
and  I  find  the  defcription  of  Linnaeus  to  be 
corre(!lj  but  there  is  no  accounting  for  the' 
variety  of  a  protean  plant. 

Many  thanks  for  your  offer  of  Mr.  D'Han- 
darville,  but  I  have  the  book,  though  like  you: 
I  have  not  read  it.  I  wifh  to  be  firm  in  San- 
fcrit,  before  I  read  fyftems  of  mythalogy. 
We  have  fent  the  firft  papers  of  oitf'Tranf- 
a£tions  to  the  prefs,  and  fhall  go  on  as  fail  ad 
Mr.  G/s  conipofitor  will  let  us.  Fapcwell, 
my  dear  Sir ;  vivere,  valere,  et  philoYpphari 
cum  paucis,  is'what  I  wifh  for  you,  as  much 
as  for  your,  6cc. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  William  Shipley*,  Efq.  , 
•  Crishna^nagur y  Oct.  5, 11B$. 

1  blufh,  my  dear  Sir,  in  reading  a 
fecond  or  third  time  with  increafing  delight, 
ydur  excellent  letters  from  Maidftone,  when 
I  compare  the  dates  of  them  with  that  of  my 
anfwer.  Various,  however,  are  the  caufes 
which  oblige  me  to  be  an  indifferent  and  flow 
correfpondent ;  firft,  illnefs,  which  had  con- 
fined me  three  months  to  my  couch,  where 
your  firft  letter  found  me  on  the  great  river ; 
next,  the  difcharge  of  aii  important  duty, 
which  falls  peculiarly  heavy  on  the  Indian 
judges,  who  are  fi>rced  to  ad  as  juftices  of 
the  peace  in  a  populous  country  where  the 
police  is  deplorably  badj   then  the  difiicult 

*  William  Shipley,  Esq.  brother  to  the  late  Bishop  of 
,St.  Asaph,  and  now  in  his  89th  year.  He  suggested  the 
idea  of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of  Arts,  Com- 
merce, &c.  which  was  established  in  1753,  and  in  the 
following  year,  a  gold  medal  was  voted  to  hiiii  by  the  so- 
ciety, with  an  inscription : 

To  William  Shiplet, 
^  whose  public  spirit 

gave  Rise  to  this 

Society,  ^r^ 
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ftudy  of  Hindu  and  Mohammedan  laws,  ill 
two  copious  languages,  Sanfcrit  and  Arabid, 
which  ftudies  are  infeparably  conneftfed  with 
my  public  duty,  and  may  tend  to  eftablifh  by 
degrees,  among  ten  millions  of  our  black  fub- 
je6l8,  that  feeurity  of  defcendabld  property, 
1  want  of  which,  as  you  juftly  obferve,  has 
prevented  the  people  of  Ada  from  improving 
their  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts ;  laftly, 
I  may  add  (though  rather  an  amufement  than 
a  duty)  my  purfuit  of  general  literature,  which 
I  have  here  an  opportunity  of  doing  from 
the  fountain  head,  an  opportunity,  which  if 
loft,  may  never  be  recovered.  When  I  ac- 
cept therefore  with  gratitude  the  honour  of- 
fered me  by  your  young  Hercules,  the  Maid- 
ftone  Society,  of  being  one  of  their  corres- 
ponding rtlembers,  I  cannot  indulge  a  hope^ 
of  being  a  diligent  or  ufeful  correfpondent, 
unlefs  any  difcovery  (hpuld  be  made  by  our 
Indian  Society,  which  I  may  think  likely  to 
be  of  ufe  in  our  common  country.  YoUr 
various  papers  I  have  diftributed  among  thofe, 
who^  fpemed  the  likelleft  to  avail  themfelves 
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of  tKe  rules  and  hints  which  they  contain. 
The  rapidity  of  the  Ganges,  makes  it  eit^ 
tremely  difficult  to  refcue  the  unhappy  perfons 
who  are  overfet  in  boats,  efpecially  at  the 
time  of  the  bore^^  when  fiich  accidents  moft 
ufually  happen ;  but  I  am  confident  that  the 
methods  prefcribed  in  the  little  work  which 
ybu  fent  me,  will  often  be  falutary  even  here* 
Dr.  Johnfon*8  tradt  I  have  now  lent  to  a  me- 
dical friend  of  great  ability ;  and  I  am  par- 
ticularly interefted  in  the  feciuity  of  our  pri- 
fons  from  infedliiony  to  which  indeed  they  are 
lefs  liable  in  this  climate,  from  our  practice 
of  ileeping  in  a  draught  of  air  whenever  it 
can  be  had.  Without  this  habits  to  which 
I  am  now  enured,  we  fhould  never  be  free 
from  putrid  diforders.  ***** 
«^#^^*iK« 

*         *         Should  your  fociety  be  fo  ex- 
tended as  to  admit  all  Kent,  you  will,  I  truft^ 

*  The  h&fr,  is  an  expression  applied  to  a  peculiar  swell 
in  the  Hughli  river^  occasioned  by  the  rapid  influx  of  the 
tide  i  it  breaks  in  shallow  water  along  the  shore,  and  no 
boat  can  resist  its  violence.  The  noise  of  its  approach 
is  i^eard  at  a  distance  of  some  miles^  and  the  boats  to 
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have  an  excellent:  mcinber  in  one  of  my  oldeft^ 
cibllege  friends,  Doftbr  Breton;  of  Broughtonj 
near  Aibford,  who  has  left  no  path  of  fcience' 
or  literature  unexplored.  We  fhall  print  ouf' 
thinfadions  with  all  Ijpeed  confiftent  with 
accuracy  j  as  all  out  members;  including  event 
oiir  printer,  are  men  of  bufmefs,  in  commerce, 
revenue,  or  judicature,  we  cannot  procieed 
very  rapidly,  either  in  giving  the  public  the 
trads  we  have  already  colleded,  or  in  adding 
to  6ur  colledion. 

Sir  JFiHiam  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon^  Bart, 

Calcuttay  Nov.  17861, 
^  The  fdciety  heard  with  pleafure, 

the  curious  account  of  the  Lama's  inaugur-^ 
atiori ;  and  the  firfl:  flieet  of  their  tranfadioha 
Is  printed.  4&  *  *  * 

.#¥***         *        ^*         * 

*         *         Be  affured,  that  I  will  eVcr  re- 
member the  contents  of  your  own  letter; 

,  avoid  it  are  rowed  into  deep  water,  where  the  agitation 
is  considerable,  but  not  dangerous.  The  bores  are  liigh- 
^st  about  the  equinoxes/  and  at  the  middle  periods  be- 
tween them  cease  altogether. 
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and  accSept  my  thanks  for  the  pleafure  which' 
I  have  received  from  that  qf  Mr.  Adam  Fcr- 
guibn  to  you,     One  fentence  of  it  is  fo  wife, 
and  To  well  exprefled,  that  I  read  it  till  I  had 
it'by  he^rt.     *'  Juftice  to  the  ftranger,'*  &c/ 
I  am  correcting  proofs  of  our  Trdnfaftions, 
T^hich  will,  I  hope,  fatisfy  Mr.  Fergufoii  ai$ 
to  the  theology  of  the  Hindus.     By  rifing^ 
before  the  fun,  I  allpt  an  hour  every  day  tch 
Sanfcrit,  and  am  charmed  with  knowing  fy 
beautiful  a  fifter  of  Latin  and  Greek.     *    * 

,  If  *  *  *  *  ik  '- 

Magnum  yedigal  eft  parfimonia,  is  an 
aphorifm  which  I  learned  early  from  Cicero; 
The  public,  if  they  are  grateful^  muft  wim 
that  you  had  attended  as  vigilantly  to  your 
own  vedigal,  as  you  have  wifely  and  iuc- 
cefsfuUy  to  theirs. 


In  September,  Lord  Comwallis  arrived  at 
Fortwilliam,  \yith  the  appointment  of  Gpver- 
tibr-General ;  and  the  writer  of  thefe  flieets, 
-who  accompanied  him  to  India,  had  the  hap- 
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pmefs  of  renewing  his  pcrfonal  intimacy  with 
Sir  William  Jones. 

The  uniformity  which  marked  4he  re- 
maining period  of  his  allotted  exiftenc^^  ad- 
mits of  little  variety  of  delineation.  Th^ 
largeft  portion  of  each  year  was  devoted  to 
his  profeflional  duties  and  ftudies ;  and  all 
the  time  that  could  be  iaved  from  thefe  im- 
portant avocations^  was  dedicated  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  fcience  and  literature.  Some 
periods  were  chequered  by  illnefs,  the  con- 
iequence  of  intenfe  application ;  and  others 
were  embittered  by  the  frequent  and  fevcrc 
iadifpofltion  of  the  partner  of  his  cares  and 
olje£t  of  hi^  aflfeftionS.  "  The  climate  of 
*•  India"  (as  he  had  already  found  occafion 
to  remark  in  a  letter  to  a  friend)  **  had  been 
"  unpropitious  to  the  delicate  conllitution  of 
*•  his  beloved  wife ;"  and  fo  apprehenfive 
was  he  of  the  confequences,  that  he  intended, 
"  unlefs  fome  favourable  alteration  fhould  take 
**  place,  to  urge  ;  her  return  to  her  native 
**  ccuritry,  preferring  the  pang  of  reparation 
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^  for  five  or  fix  years  to  the  anguifh,  whidi 
'*  he  fhould  hardly  furvive,  of  iofing  her/* 

While  bufinefs  required  the  dally  attend^ 

ance  of  Sir 'William  Jones,  in  Calcutta,  his 

ufual  refidence   was  on  the  banks   of  the 

Ganges,  at  the  diftance  of  five  miles  from  the 

court ;  to  this  fpot  he  returned  every  evening 

after  fun-fet,  and  in  the  morning  rofe  fo  early 

as  to  reach  his  apartments  in  town  by  walking, 

at  the  firft  appearance  of  the  dawn.     Having 

fcverely  fuffered  frotn  the  heat  of  the  fun,  he 

ever  afterwards  dreaded  and  avoided  an  expo- 

fure  to   it ;   and  in  his  hymn  to  Surya,  he 

alludes  to  its  efFe£t  upon   him,  and  to  bis 

moon-light  rambles  in  the  following  lines :  \ 

Then  roves  thy  poet  free. 

Who  with  no  borrowed  art,  . 
Dares  hymn  thy  pow'r,  and  durst  provoke  thy  blaze. 

But  felt  the  thrilling  dart  J 

And  now  on  lowly  knee 
From  hipa,  whp  gave  the  wound,  th^  baUam  prays* 

The  intenreivng  period  of  each  morning 

-  until  the  opening  of  the  court,  was  regularly 

allotted  and  applied  to  diftind  ftudies.     He 

pafled  the-months  of  vacation  at  his  retire* 
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^ent  atCrifixnarMgur,  in  hisuruat  ptirfuits* 
Some  qF  the  literarj^  produdlions  of  his  re*^ 
dement  will  be  lioticed:  and  I  fhall  now 
continue,  my  extra6ls, from  his ;famiUar  eor- 
.rtipQndciaae^  ^  ,   '      , 

^ix^Wijljam  Jones  to  J.  Shore^  Efq. 

,  Gardens^  near,  Calcuitay  March  25 f  1787. 

I   am   charmed,   my  dear  Sir, 

■with  the  ihort  but  comprehenfive  work  ^of 

^Rhadacaunt,  your  pundit,  the  title  of  which 
I  fee. is  Puran-arthupracufam,  or  the  mean- 
ing of  the  Purans  difplayed.  It  contains 
pedigrees,  or  lifts  of  kings,  from  the  earlieft 
times  to  the  decline  of  the  Indian  empire; 
but  the  proper  names  are  fo  murdered,  or 
fo  ftrangely  difguifed  in  Perfian  letters,  that 
I  am  only  tantalized  with  a  thirft  for  more 
accurate  information.  If  the  pundit  at  your 
requeft,  will  lend  me  the  original,  my  Wr- 
iatta  .writer  fh^ll   copy   it   elegantly,  with 

.  Ipaces  between  the  lines  for  a  literal  Englifh 
tranfiation,  which  may  perhaps  be  agreeable, 

^,  with  your  confent,  to  our  fociety. 
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Sir  fVi/Jiamyom  to  J.  Siore,  Efq, 

.      ,  Affly  11,  I7«7% 

I  return  with  many  thanks,  my 

dear  Sir,  the  letter  of  his  High  MightUiels 

Tatbu  Amu  (king  of  Ava  *)•    When  I  began 

*  If  the  reader  has  a  curiosity  to  see  this  singular  let- 
ter>  he  inay  gratify  it.  The  perusal,  may  perhaps  recall 
to. his  recollection^  the  following  lines : 

Here's  a  large  mouth  indeed. 
That  spits  forth  death  and  mountains^  rocks  and  seas  1 


Official  translation  of  a  letter  from  the, Rajah  or  Principal 
.  of  the  Burmas  to  the  Collector  of  Chitt^gong : 
I  am  lord  of  a  whole  people,  and  of  101  countries,  and 
my  titles  are  Rajah  Cha^terdary  (i.  e.  sitting  i^Lnder  a  ca- 
.  iJopyX  and  Rajah  Surey  Bunkshee,  (i.  ^.  , descendant  of 
the  Sun).     Sitting  on  the  throne  with  a  splendid  canopy 
•of  gold,  I  hold  in  subjection  to  my  authority  many  Ra- 
jahs ;  gold,  silver,  and  jewels,  are  the  produce  of  my 
country,  and  in  my  hand  is  the  instrument  of  wari^  that, 
as  the  lightning  of  Heaven,  humbles  and  subdues  my 
enemies  -,  my  troops  require  neither  injunaions  nor  com- 
mands, and  my  elephants  and  horses  are  without  num- 
ber.   In  my  service  are  ten  pundits  learned  in  the  Shas- 
ter,  and  104^  priests,  whose  wisdom  is  not  to  be  equalled; 
agreeably  to  whose  learning  and  intelligence,  I  execute 
_,  and,  distribute  justice  among  my  people,  so  that  my  man- 
.   d?ites,  like  the  lightning,  suffer  no  resistance  nor  conJroL 
My  sutgects  are  endowed  with  virtue  and  the^ principles 
of  justice,  and  refrain  from  all  immoral  practices,  and  I 
sun  95  the  Sun,  blessed  with  the  light  of  wisdom  to  dis-' 
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it^  I  feared  It  was  hoftile^  but  am  glad  to  find 
it  fd-amieable,     Duke  mihi  nomen  pacis !  If 

covet  the  secret  designs  of  men  $  whoever  is  worthy  of 
being  called  a  Rajahj  is  merciful  md  jiist  towards  his  peo- 
ple s  thieves,  robb^rs^  and  disturber^  of  .the  peace^  hj^ve 
at  length  received  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes  ^ 
and  notw  die  word  of  my  mouth  is  dreaded  as  the  lig&t* 
ning  £:om  Heaven.  I  am  as  a  great  sea,  among  2000 
rivers,  and  many  rivulets;  and  as  the  mountain  Shu- 
meroo,  surrounded  by  40,000  hills,  and  like  unto  these 
is  my  authority,  extending  itself  over  101  Rajahs  •,  further, 
10,000  Rajahs  pay  daily  attendance  at  my  Durbar,  and 
my  country  excels  every  country  of  the  world ;  my  pa- 
lace as  the  heavens,  studded  with  gold  and  precious 
stones,  is  revered  more  than  any  other  palace  in  the  rini» 
verse.  My  occupations  resemble  the  business  of  the 
chief  of  the  angels,  and  I  have  written  unto  all  the  pro* 
vxnces  of  Arracan,  with  orders  to  forward  this  letter  in 
safety  to  Chittagong,  formerly  subject  to  the  Rajah  Sery 
Tamah  Chucka,  by  whom  the  country  was  cultivated  and 
piopulated ;  and  he  erected  2400  places  of  public  worship^ 
^d  made  24  tanks. 

Previous  to  his  accession,  the  country  was  subject  to 
other  Rajahs,  whose  title  was  Chatterdary,  wJio  erected 
places  of  worship,  and  appointed  priests  to  adminis- 
ter  the  rites  of  religion  to  people  of  $v§ry  denomina- 
tion ;  but  at  that  period  the  country  was  ill  govern- 
ed, previous  to  the  accession  of  Rajah  Sery  Tamah 
Chucka  to  the  government  of  the  countries  of  Rutunpoor, 
Dootinady,  Arracan,  Dooraputty,  Ramputty,  Chagdoye, 
Mabadaye,  Mawong,  in  whose  time  the  country  was  go^ 
verned  with  justice  and  ability,  and  his  wisdom  was  as  the 
lightning ;  and  the  people  were  happy  under  his  admi* 
lustration.    He  was  also  favoured  with  the  friendship  of 
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lie  is  at  peace  with  the  Siaxnefe,  he  may  be  a 

good  neighl^ur,  and  we  may  be  gainers  by 

• 

the  religious  men  of  the  age,  one  of  whom,  by  name 
Budder,  resorting  to  his  place  of  residence,  was  solicited 
by  the  Rajah  to  appoint  some  one  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
structing him  in  religious  rites,  and  Shawhmany  was  ac 
cordingly  appointed  agreeably  to  the  Rajah's  requisition ; 
at  this  time  it  rained  from  Heaven,  gold,  silver,  and  pre- 
cious stones,  which  were  buried  under  ground  in  charge 
of  the  above  priest,  whose  house  was  of  gold  and  silver 
workmanship,  to  wjiich  the  people  resort,  and  worship 
the  deities }  and  the  Rajah  kept  a  large  establishment  of 
servants,  and  of  slaves  at  the  temple,  for  the  service  of 
travellers  and  passengers ;  and  his  time  was  engaged  in 
the  studying  of  the  five  books,  and  he  always  refrained 
from  unmoral  practices  and  deeds  interdicted  by  his  re- 
ligion, and  the  priests,  &c.  abstained  from  the  flesh  of 
geese,  pigeons,  goats,  hogs,  and  of  fowls ;  and  wicked- 
ness, theft,  adultery,  lying,  drunkenness,  were  unknown 
in  that  age.     I  likewise  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  and  re- 
ligion similar  to  the  above ;  but  previous  to  my  conquest 
.of  Arracan,  the  people  were  as  snakes  wounding  men,  a 
prey  to  enmity  and  disorder;  and  in  several  provinces 
there  were  eaters  of  the  flesh  of  men,  and  wickedness 
prevailed  amongst  them,  so  that  no  man  could  trust  his 
neighbour.    At  this  time  one  Bowdah  Outhar,  otherwise 
Sery  Boot  Taukwor,  came  down  in  the  country  of  Arra- 
can, and  instructed  the  people  and  the  beasts  of  the  field    ^ 
in  the  principles  of  religion  and  rectitude,  and  agreeably 
to  his  word  the  country  was  governed  for  a  period  of 
5000  years,  so  that  peace  and  good-will  subsisted  amongst 
men  j  agreeably  hereto  is  the.  tenor  of  my  conduct  an4 
government  of  my  people :  as  there  is  an  oil,  the  produce 
of  a  certain  spot  of  the  earth,  of  exquisite  flavour,  so  is 
£i/e— V.IL  I 
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his  gold  and  ivory ;  but  I  have  no  inclination 
to  tafte  his  fweet  and  delicious  petroleum^ 
which  he  praifes  fo  highly;  I  am  fatisfied 
with  the  fmell  of  it,  and  with  its  (ingular  pro- 

my  dignity  and  power  above  that  of  other  Rajahs ;  and 
TafHoo  Rajah,  the  high  priest,  having  consulted  with  the 
Others  of  that  class,  represented  to  me  on  l^th  Aughur 
11 4S^  saying,  do  you  enforce  the  laws  and  customs  of 
Sery  Boot  Taukwor,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  more- 
over erected  six  places  of  divine  worship,  and  have  con- 
formed myself  strictly  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  Sery 
Tamah  Chucka,  governing  my  people  with  lenity  and 
justice. 

As  the  country  of  Arracan  lies*  contiguous  to  Chitta- 
gong,  if  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  were  established  between 
me  and  the  English,  perfect  amity  and  alliance  would 
ensue  from  such  engagements ;  therefore  I  have  submit- 
ted it  to  you,  that  the  merchants  of  your  country  should 

.  resort  hither  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  pearls,  ivory, 
wax,  and  that  in  return  my  people  should  be  permitted 
to  resort  to  Chittagong  for  the  purpose  of  trafficking  in 
such  commodities  as  the  country  may  afford ;  but  as  the 
Mugs  residing  at  Chittagdng  have  deviated  from  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  morality,  they  ought  to  be  correct- 
ed for  their  errors  and  irregularities  agreeably  to  the 
written  laws,  insomuch  as  those  invested  with  power  will 

.  suffer  eternal  punishment  in  case  of  any  deviation  from 
their  religion  and  laws,  but  whoever  conforms  his  conduct 
to  the  strict  rules  of  piety  and  religion,  will  hereafter  be 
translated  to  Heaven.  I  have  accordingly  sent  four  ele- 
phant's teeth  under  charge  of  30  persons,  who  will  r^ 
Uim  with  your  answer  to  the  above  proposals  and  offers 
of  alliance. 
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perty  of  reftoring  the  fcent  of  Ruffia  leather. 
I  am  told  he  is  an  able  man ;  but  from  all  I 
can  learn,  I  fufpe^t  him  to  be  an  ambitious 
dog,  who  would  adl  the  lion  if  he  could,  and 
end,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  begun,  t!ie  Au- 
renzeb  of  the  Indian  peninfula. 

We  are  pretty  well,  and  hope  that  you  affe 
now  in  good  health.  You  will  not  (though 
you  diflike  medicine)  objedt  to  my  prefcrip- 
tion: 

Take  a  concerto  of  G)relH, 
An  air  of  Leo,  or  Pergolesi, 
a  trio  of  Haydn,  &c.     Mixtura  fiat. 

Would  I  could  be  as  good  a  phyfician  to  you, 

as  I  am,  &c. 

Six  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

May  12,  1787* 
You  have  fent  me  a  treafure, 
which  will  enable  me  to  fatisfy  my  mind  at 
leaft  on  the  chronology  of  India ;  need  I  fay, 
that  I  fhall  ever  be  happy  in  the  converfation 
of  fo  learned  a  man  ^as  Rhadacaunt  ?  Before 
I  return  to  Calcutta,  I  fhall  hpe  read  his  in-p 
terefting  book,  and  Ihall  be  better  able  to  con« 

I  z 
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vexfc  with   him   in  Sanfcrit,  which  I  fpeak 
continually  with  my  pundits 

I  can  eafily  conceive  all  your  feelings,  but 
confider,  my  dear  friend,  that  you  are  now 
coUeSing  for  yourfelf  (while  you  ferve  your 
country)  thofe  flowers  which  will  give  a 
brighter  bloom  even  to  the  valleys  of  De- 
vonfhire,  that  you  are  young  and  have  as 
fair  a  profped  of  long  happinefs  as  any  mor- 
tal can  have.  I  predidt,  that  when  I  meet 
you  a  few  years  hence  at  Teignmouth,  where 
I  hope  to  fpehd  many  a  feafon  with  all  that 
my  foul  cheriihes  in  this  worlds  1  fhall  hear 
yoii  confefs,  that  your  painful  toil  in  India, 
conduced  in  the  end  to  your  happinefs*  That 
you  may  enjoy  as  much  of  it  as  human  life 
affords,  is  the  fincere  wifh  of,  &c. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

June  24. 

9|r  V  »!•  V  <^  •!»  T^k 

*  *  *  I  am  well,  rifing  conftantly 
between  three  and  four,  and  ufually  walking 
two  or  three  miles  before  funrifc ;  my  wife 
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is  tolerably  well ;  and  we  only  lament,  that 
the  damp  weathef  will  foon  oblige  us  to  leave 
our  herds  and  flocks,  and  all  our  rural  delights 
on  the  banks  of  the  Baghiratti.     The  bufmefs 
of  the  court  will  continue  at  leaft  two  months  * 
longer,  after  which  1  purpofe  to  take  a  houfe 
at  Bandell  or  Hugli,  arid  pafs  my  autumnal 
vacation  as  ufual  with  the  Hindu  bards.     I 
have  read  your  pundit's  curious  book  twice 
in  Sanfcrit,  and  will  have  it  elegantly  copied ; 
the  Dahijian  alfo  I  have  read  through  twice 
with   great   attention ;    and   both  copies  are 
ready   to   be   returned,    as  you  fhall  diredt. 
Mr.    R.    Johnfton   thinks   he  has  a   young 
friend  who  will  tranflate  the  Dahijian^  and 
the  great  eft  part  of  it  would  be  very  intereft- 
ing  to  a  curious  reader,  but  fome  of  it  can- 
not be  tranflated.     It  contains  more  recondite 
learning,    mor6   entertaining   hiftory,    more 
beautiful  fpecimens  of  poetry,  more  ingenuity 
and   wit,    more   indecency   and   blafphemy, 
than  I  ever  faw  coUeded  in  a  fingle  volume ; 
the  two  laft  are  not  the  author's,  but  are" in- 
troduced in  the  chapters  on  the  heretics  and 
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infidels  of  India.  On  the  whole,  it  is  the 
moft  amufmg  and  inftrudkive  book  I  ever 
read  in  Perfian  *. 

I  hear  nothing  from  Europe,  but  what  all 
the  papers  contain;  and  that  is  enough  to 
make  me  rejoice  exceedingly,  that  lam  in 
Afia.  Thofe  with  whom  I  have  fpent  fome 
of  my  happieft  hours,  and  hope  to  fpend 
many  more  on  my  return  to.  England,  are 
tearing  one  another  to  pieces,  with  the  enmity 
that  is  proverbial  here,  of  the  fnake  and  the 
ichneumon.  I  have  nothing  left  therefore^^ 
but  to  wifli  what  is  right  and  juft  may  pre- 
vail, to  difcharge  my  public  duties  with  un- 
remitted attention,  and  to  recreate  myfelf  at 
leifure  with  the  literature  of  this  interefting 
country. 


*  The  Dabistarij  is  a  treatise  on  tw^ve  different  re- 
ligions, composed  by  a  Mohammedan  traveller,  a  native 
of  Cashmir,  named  Mohsariy  but  distinguished  by  the  as- 
sumed name  of  Fani,  or  perishable.  Sir  William  Jones, 
in  his  sixth  discourse  to  the  society,  on  the  Persians, 
refers  to  it  as  a  rare  and  interesting  tract,  which  had  cast 
a  gleam  of  light  on  the  primeval  history  of  Iran  and  the 
human  racp,  of  which  he  had  long  despaired,  and  which 
could  hardly  have  dawned  from  an;]^ther  quarter. 
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Sir  Willkm  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Crishna-imgUT^  Aug.  la,  17S7. 
I  thank  you  heartily,  my  dear  Sir,  for 
the  tender  ftrains  of  the  unfortunate  Char- 
lotte *^  which  have  given  us  pleafure  and 
pain ;  the  fonncts  which  relate  to  herfelf  are 
incomparably  the  beft.  Petrarca  is  little  known; 
his  fonnets,  efpecially  the  firft  book,  are  the 
leaf):  valuable  of  his  works,  and  contain  lefs 
natural  fentiments  than  thofe  of  the  fwan  of 
Avon ;  but  his  odes  which  are  political,  are 
equal  to  the  lyric  poems  of  the  Greeks ;  and 
his  triumphs  are  in  a  triu^nphant  ftrain  of 
fublimity  and  magnificence.  Anna  Maria 
gives  you  many  thanks  for  the  pleafure  you 
have  procured  her.  We  are  in  love  with 
this  paftoral  cottage ;  but  though  thefe  three 
months  are  called  a  vacation,  yet  I  have  no 
vacant  hours.  It  rarely  happens  that  favourite 
ftudies  are  clofely  connected  with  the  ftrift 
difcharge  of  our  duty,  as  mine  happily  are ; 
even  in  this  cottage  I  am  affifting  the  court 
*  Sonnets  by  Charlotte  Smith. 
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by  ftudying  Arabic  and  Sanfcrit,  and  have 
now  rendered  it  an  impoffibility  for  the  Mo- 
hammedan or  Hindu  lawyers  to  impofe  upon 
us  with  erroneous  opinions. 

This  brings  to  my  mind  your  honeft  pun- 
dit, Rhadacaunt,  who  refufed,  I  hear,  the 
office  of  pundit  to  the  court,  and  told  Mr. 
Haftings  that  he  would  not  accept  of  it,  if  the 
falary  were  doubled;  his  fcruples  were  pro- 
bably religious,;  but  they  would  put  it  out 
of  my  power  to  ferve  him,  fhould  the  office 
again  be  vacant.  His  unvarniflied  tale  I 
would  have  repeated  to  you,  if  we  had  not 
mifTed  one  another  on  the  river;  but  fince 
I  defpair  of  feeing  you  until  my  return  to 
Calcutta,  at  the  end  of  Odqber,  I  will  fet  it 
down  here,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recoiled,  in 
his  own  words : 

"  My  father  (faid  he)  died  at  the  age  of 
^  an  hundred  years,  and  my  mother,  who 
**  was  eighty  years  old,  became  a  fatu  and 
"  burned  herfelf  to  expiate  fins.  They  left 
**  me  little  befides  good  principles.  Mr. 
'*  Haftings  purchafed  for  me  a  piece  of  land, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


€4 


121 

"  which  at  firft  yielded  twelve  hundred  rupees 
"  a  year ;  but  lately,  either  through  my  in- 
"  attention  or  through  accident,  it  has  pro^ 
**  duced  only  one  thoufand.  This  woiild  be 
"  fufficient  for  me  and  my  family ;  but  the 
*'  duty  of  Brahmans  is  not  only  to  teach  the 
**  youths  of  their  fect,  but  to  relieve  thofe 
*^  who  are  poor.  I  made  many  prefents  to 
**  poor  fcholars  and  others  in  diftrefs,  and  for 
this  purpofe  I  anticipated  my  income :  I 
was  then  obliged  to  borrow  for  my  family 
'^  expenfes,  and  I  now  owe  about  three 
**  thoufand  rupees.  This  debt  is  my  only 
**  caufe  of  unealinefs  in  this  world.  I  would 
^  have  mentioned  it  to  Mr.  Shore,  but  I  was 
*«  afhamed." 

Now  the  queftion  is,  how  he  can  be  fet 
upon  his  legs  again,  when  I  hope  he  will  be 
more  prudent.  If  Bahman*  ihould  return 
to  Perlia,  I  can  afford  to  give  him  one  hundred 
rupees  a  month,  till  his  debt  Ihall  be  difcharged 
out  of  his  rents  j  but  at  prefent,  I  pay  more 

*  A  parsi  and  a  native  of  Yezd,  employed  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  as  a  reader. 
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in  lalaries  to  my  native  fcholars  than  I  can 
well  afford;  neverthelefs  I  will  cheerfully  join 
you  in  any  mode  of  clearing  the  honeft  man, 
that  can  be  fuggefted ;  and  I  would  affift 
him-  merely  for  his  own  fake,  as  I  have  more 
Brahmanical  teachers  than  I  can  find  time 
to  hear. 

I  fend  you  not  an  elegant  pkthetic  fonnet, 
but  the  wildeft  and  flrangefl  poem  that  was 
ever  written,  Khakani's  complaint  in  prifon. 
Ttfe  whole  is  a  menace,  that  he  would  change 
his  religion,  and  feek  protedion  among  the 
Chriflians,  or  the  Gabres.  It  contains^  one 
or  two  proper  names,  of  which  I  find  nd 
full  explanation  even  in  a  commentary  pro- 
fefledly  written  to  illuftrate  the  poem.  The 
fire  of  Khakani's  genius  blazes  through  the 
fmoke  of  his  erudition ;  the  meafure  of  the 
poem,  which  will  enable  you  to  correft  the 
errors  of  the  copies,  is 

u \u u 

with  a  flrong  accent  on  the  lafl  fyllable  of 
each -foot.     Adieu,  my  dear  Sir,  &c.  - 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Jos.  Cowper  Walker^ 
Efq.  St.  Valeri,  Bray,  Ireland. 

Crishna-naguTyStpL  11,  1187. 
I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks,  dear  Sir, 
for  your  kind  attention  to  me,  and  for  the 
pleafure  which  I  have  received  from  your 
letter,  as  well  as  for  that  which  I  certainly 
Ihall  receive  from  your  hiftorical  memoirs  of 
the  Irifh  Bards.  The  term  being  over  before 
your  book  could  be  found,  and  the  ftate  of 
my  health  obliging  me  to  feek  this  pafloral 
retreat,  where  I  always  pafs  my  vacation 
among  the  Brahmans  of  this  ancient  um<- 
verfity,  I  left  Calcutta  before  I  could  read 
your  work,  but  fhall  perufe  it  with  eagernefs 
on  my  return  to  the  capital.  You  touched 
an  important  firing,  when  you  mentioned 
the  fubje6l  of  Indian  mufic,  of  which  I  am 
particularly  fond.  ^  I  have  juft  read  a  very 
old  book  on  that  art  in  Sanfcrit.  1  hope  to 
prefent  the  world  with  the  fubftance  of  it,  as 
foon  as  the  tranfadtions  of  our  fociety  can  be 
printed ;  but  we  go  on  flowly,  fmce  the 
prefs  is  often  engaged  by  government ;    and 
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we  think  it  better  to  let  our  fruit  ripen  na- 
turally, than  to  bring  forth  fuch  watery  and 
imperfeft  fruits  as  are  ufually  raifed  in  hot 
beds.  The  AJiatic  Mifcellany^,  to  which  you 
allude,  is  not  the  publication  of  our  fociety, 
who  mean  to  print  no  fcraps,  nor  any  mere 
tranflations*  It  was  the  undertaking  of  a 
private  gentleman,  and  will  certainly  be  of 
ufe  in  difFufmg  Oriental  literature,  though 
it  has  not  been  fo  corredly  printed  as  I  could 
wifh.  When  you  fee  Colonel  Valiancy, 
whofe  learned  work  I  have  read  through 
twice  with  great  pleafure,  I  requeft  you  to 
prefent  him  with  my  beft  remembrance.  We 
fhall  foon  I  hope  fee  faithful  tranflations  of 
Irifh  hiftories  and  poems.  I  fhall  be  happy 
in  comparing  them  with  the  Sanfcrit,  with 
which  the  ancient  language  of  Ireland  had 
certainly  an  affinity.  Proceed,  Sir,  in  your 
laudable  career,  you  deferve  the  applaufe  of 
your  country,  and  will  moft  afluredly  have 
that  of.  Sir,  &c. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Dr.  Patrick  Rujfel. 

Cruhna-naguri  Sept.  22,  1787. 
Your  interefting  papers  did  not  find 
their  way  to  me  till  I  had  left  this  cottage, 
and  was  wholly  immerfed  in  bufineft.     In- 
deed, I  am  fo  harafled  for  eight  months  in 
twelve,  that  I  can  feldom  think  of  literature 
till  the  autumn  vacation,  which  I  pafs  in  this 
charming   plain,    the   drieft   in  Bengal,  and 
clofe  to  a  college  of  Brahmans,     I  am  charm- 
ed with  your  plan ;  and  if  the  directors  have 
not  yet  refolved  to  print  the  work  at  their 
expenfe,   1   can  perhaps  fugged  a  mode  of 
procuring  very  powerful  influence  with  them. 
The  king  has  much  at  heart  his  new  botanical 
garden  at  St.  Vincent's ;   his  obje<9:  is  two- 
fold, to  improve  the  commerce  of  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  to  provide  the  Britifli  troopB 
on  fervice  there  with  medicinal  plants.  Now, 
if  you  could  fend  a  box  or  two  of  feeds,  like- 
ly to  be  ufeful  in   commerce  or  medicine, 
diret^ed  to  Sir  George  Young,  the  fecretary 
at  war,  (to  whom  I  have  inclofed  your  letter 
to  the  Board  at  Madras)  I  dare  fay  the  Board 
of  Controwl  would  be  defired  to  ufe  their  iu- 
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fluence  with  the  Direftors.  *  * 

*  *  *         You    could    not   have 

chofen  a  better  fpecimen  than  the  pedalium 
mureXy  of  which  little  is  faid  by  Linnaeus, 
and  that  from  doubtful  authority.  The 
opuntia  I  have  not  feen  here,  and  I  cannot 
ramble  into  the  woods.  Our  groves  at  this 
place  arelkirted  with  an  angulated  caSlus\ 
called  ^'i^  (pronounced  feeja)  in  the  Sanfciit 
didionaries,  where  I  find  the  names  of  about 
300  medicinal  plants,  the  virtues  of  which 
are  mentioned  in  medicinal  books.  I  agree 
with  you,  that  thofe  books  do  not  carry  full 
convidtion;  but  they  lead  to  ufeful  experi* 
ments,  acnd  are  therefore  valuable.  I  made 
fine  red  ink,  by  dropping  a  folution  of  tin  in 
aqua  regia  into  an  infufion  of  the  coccus^ 
which  Dr.  Anderfon  was  fo  polite  as  to  fend 
to  me.  His  difcovcry  will,  I  ti:uft,  be  ufeful  j 
.his  ardour  and  ingenuity  deferve  fuccefs. 

I  have  juft  read  with  attention  the  Pbilo-^ 
fophia  BotanicUf  which  I  confider  as  the  gram- 
mar, and  the  Genera  et  Species  as  the  dic- 
tionary, of  botany.  It  is  a  mafterly  work, 
and  contains  excellent  matter  in  a  fhort  vo- 

/  Google 


Digitized  by  ^ 


127 

lume ;  but  it  is  harflily ,  not  to  fay  barbaroufly, 
written.  I  grieve  to  fee  botany  impcrfedJ;  in 
its  two  moft  important  articles,  the  natural 
orders  and  the  virtues  of  plants,  between 
which  I  fufpeft  a  ftrong  affinity,  I  envy 
thofe  who  have  leifure  to  purfue  this  be- 
witching ftudy. 

Pray,  my  dear  Sir,  have  you  the  Oriental 
manufcripts  of  my  friend  Dr.  Alexander 
Ruffel  ?  He  lent  me  three,  which  I  returned; 
the  Sucardan^  the  Banquet  ofPhyficians^  and 
a  beautiful  Hafez.  If  you  have  them,  I  fhall 
beg  leave  to  read  them  again,  when  we  meet 
in  Europe. 

Poftfcript.  What  is  fpikenard?  I  mean 
botanically,  what  is  the  natural  order,  clafs, 
genus,  &c.  of  the  *  plant  ?  What  was  the 
fpikenard  in  the  alabafter-box  of  the  Gofpel  ? 
What  was  nardi  parvus  onyx  ?  What  did 
Ptolemy  mean  by  the  excellent  nard  of  Rhan- 
•gamutty  in  Bengal  ?  I  have  been  in  vain  en- 
deavouring for  above  two  years  to  procure  an 
anfwer  to  thefe  queflions  ;  your  anfwer  will 
greatly  oblige  me. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldicott^  Efq. 
Crishna^naguVj  Sept.  27,  1787. 
Your  brother  fent  me  your  letter  at  a 
convenient  time,  and  to  a  convenient  place» 
for  I  can  only  write  in  the  long  vacation, 
which  I  generally  fpend  in  a  delightful  cot- 
tage, about  as  far  from  Calcutta  as  Oxford  is 
from  London,  and  clofe  to  an  ancient  uni- 
verfity  of  Brahmans,  with  whom  I  now  con- 
verfe  familiarly  in  Sanfcrit.  You  would  be 
aftonifhed  at  the  refemblance  between  that 
language  and  both  Greek  and  Latim  Sanfcrit 
and  Arabic  will  enable  me  to  do  this  country 
more  effential  fervice,  than  the  introdudlion 
of  arts  (even  if  I  (hould  be  able  to  introduce 
them)  by  procuring  an  accurate  digeft  of 
Hindu  and  Mohammedan  laws,  which  the 
natives  hold  facred,  and  by  which  both  juftice 
and  policy  require  that  they  fhould  be  go- 
verned.   ,  ' 

I  have  publifhed  nothing ;  but  Armenian 
clerks  make  fuch  blunders,  that  I  print  ten  at 
twenty  copies   of  every  thing  I   compofe. 
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which  dtc  to  be  confidered  as  maiiufcript^. 
I  beg  you  will  fend  me  yout  remarks  on  my 
plan  of  an  epic  poem.  Sanfcrit  has  engaged  my 
vacations  lately;  but  I  will  finifh  it,  if  I  live^ 
I  promife  you  to  attend  to  all  that  is  faid,  efpe- 
cially  if  alterations  are  fuggefted,  always  re- 
ferving  to  myfelf  the  final  judgment.  Ond 
thing  I  am  inflexible  in;  I  have  matlirely 
confidered  the  point,  and  am  refolved  to  write! 
in  blank  verfe*  I  have  not  time  to  add  my 
reaTons ;  but  they  are  good. 

I  thank  you  for  Sheridan's  fjpeech,  which 
I  could  not  however  read  through^  For  the 
laft  fixteen  years  of  my  life,  I  have  been  in  a 
habit  of  requiring  evidence  of  all  aflertions, 
and  I  have  no  leifure  to  examihe  proofs  in  i, 
bufinefs  fo  foreign  to  my  putfuits*       *         * 

#^  ^  ^  #  «  Mt  *  'i^ 

If  Hafting!j  and  Impey  ate  guilty.  In  God*« 
name  let  them  be  punifhed ;  but  let  them  not 
be  condemned  without  legal  evidence.  I  will 
fay  niore  of  myfelf,  than  you  do  of  yourfelf^ 
but  in  few  words*  I  never  Was  unhappy  ia 
England;  It  was  not  in  my  nature  to  be  fg; 
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but  I  never  was  huppy  till  I  WJ»s  fettled  iji  Iflr 
4ia.  My  conftitution  Iw^  o'^cxoom^  the  cU--- 
mate ;  and  if  I  cQuld  f»y  tbs  fame  pf  my  he- 
loved  wife,  I  fhould  l?e  the  happieft  pf  men; 
but  Ihe  has  pejpetual  compl^.t;s»  and  of  courfe 
I  am  in  p^rpetu^  anxiety  on  her  accoimt- 

Sir  miltam  Jonei  to  J.  Wilmot,  Efq. 

.  Crishnarmgur^  Bengaly  Oct^:%  MSI. 

*  *  *  *  I  cannot,  however| 
let  the  feafoa  flip,  without  fcribbling  a  few 
Hues  to  tell  you,  that  my  conftitutioij  feem* 
to  have  overcome  the  climate,  and  that  I 
fhoqld  be  as  happy  as  mortal  man  caij  be,.of 
perhaps  ought  to  be,  if  my  wife  had  been  as 
well  as  I  have  for  the  laft  three  years. 

I  have  nothing  to  fay  of  Indigi  politics,  ex^ 
e^pt  that  Lord  Cornwallis  and  *  *  *  are 
juftly  popular,  and  perhaps  the  moft  virtuous 
governors  in  the  world.  Of  Englifh.  politics 
I  f^y  nothings  becaufe  I  do^bt  whether  you 
and  I  fhould  ever  agre^  in  them.  I  do  not 
mean  the  narrow  politic^  of  contencUng  par- 
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ti6S>  i^iit  tlxa  great  pidtt€iples<i0fgie|v£nii(ti«ilt 
and  lef^^iaa^  tho  majcftjr  of  the  whole  aa-^ 
doa  ifoUe&ir^y,  ahd  thfi  eMdlftency  of  po^ 
puhif  riglits  wid^  r^l  pretc^five,  which 
ought  to  he  iitp{Kxrteii»  to  Aipprafe  tht  ohgar^ 
dikai  pQW^r.  fiut  in  }n4ia  I  think  Ut^c  ol 
the&  matters^ 

Sir  ff^li/mm  J^m  10  ;)^.  »J^&r^  Efq. 

I  hope  iQ  lj^(s  thw  51  fgrt^lght  to  fee  you 

in  perfed  healthy  as  I  Qf^  kaVe  tl^s  charnif' 

ing  retreat  on  the  20th.     I  ^yant  but  a  few 

leaves  of  having  f^   Y^Mv  COpy  of  Hafe2 

twice  through ;  and  I  am  obliged  to  you  for 

the  mofl:  agreeable  taf^  (next  the  Shah-nameh) 

r  ever  perj[prn\e4f      The  4nnexe4  degy* 

was  fent  to  me  by  the  poft  j  and  I  fend  it  to 

you,  b.ecai)fe  J  thinjc  you  Tjrill  like  it.     There 

*  Th«  ekgy  ailttded  to»  which  Has  been  slhc^  priated 
in  a  collection  of  poisms^  is  the  following : 

PHILEMON.     An  Elegy. 
Where  shade  yon  yews  die  church-yard's  lonely  bourn, 
With  fauUering  step,  absorb'd  in  thought  profound, 
Philemon  wends  in  solitude  to  mourn. 
While  evening  pours  her  deepening  glooms  around. 
.        K3 
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is  a  great  pathos  in  the  fourth  tcttaftick ;  and 
I  know  unhappily  that  excefiive  grief  is 
neither  full  of  tears,  nor  full  of  words;  yet  if 
a  dramatic  poet  were  to  reprefent  fuch  grief 
naturally,  1  doubt  whether  his  conduft  would 
be  approved,  though  with  fine  ading  and  fine^ 
founds  in  the  orcheftra,  it  ought  to  have  a 
wonderful  effe€t.  Lady  J.  is  pretty  well ;  a 
tiger  about  a  month  old,  who  is  fuckle4  by  a 
goat,  and  has  all  the  gentlenefs  of  his  fofter- 
mother,  is  now  playing  at  her  feet.  I  call 
him  Jupiter*     Adieu. 

Loud  shrieks  the  blast,  the  sleety  toitent  drives, 
Wide  spreads  the  tempest's  desolating  power  j 
To  grief  alone  Philemon  reckless  lives. 
No  rolling  peal  he  heeds,  cold  Uast,  nor  shower. 

For  this  thcj  date  that  stamped  his  partner'^s  doom  y 
His  trembKng  lips  receiv'd  her  latest  breath. 
**  Ah  I  wilt  thou  drop  one  tear  on  Enuna^s  tomb  ?^ 
She  cried  ^  and  clos'd  each  wistful  eye  in  death. 

No  sighs  he  breathed,  for  anguish  riv'd  his  breast ; 
Her  clayrcold  hand  he  gra^pMy  no  tears  he  shedy 
'Till  fainting  nature  sunk  by  gri^f  oppressed, . 
And  ere  distraction  came  all  sense  was  fled. 

Now  time  has  calm'd,  not  cur'd.  Philemon's  wor. 
For  grief  Uke  his,  life-woven,  never  dies; 
And  still  each  year'$  collected  sorrow  flow, 
A$  droopmg  o'er  his  Eminsi's  tomb  he  sigh«. 
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Sir  WilUam  Jones  to  Dn  ford. 

Gardens,  an  the  Ganges,  Jan*  5,  1788. 

Give  me  leave  to  recommend  to  your 
Icind  attentions  Colonel  Poller,  who  will  de- 
liver this  to  you  at  Oxford.  He  prefents  to 
the  univerfity  an  extremely  rare  work  in 
-  Sanfcrit,  a  copy  of  the  four  veJas,  or  Indian 
fcriptures,  which  (confirm,  inftead  of  oppofing 
the  Mofaic  account  of  the  creation,  and  of  the 
deluge.  He  is  himfelf  one  of  the  befl-dif^ 
pofed  and  beft  informed  men^  who  ever  left 
India*  If  he  embark  to-morrow,  I  ihaU  not 
be  able  to  fend  you,  by  him,  an  Arabic  ma- 
nufcript,  which  I  have  read  with  a  native  of 

Mecca>  the  poems  of  the  great  AU.    *         ♦ 

»  »      •      ♦  ♦  fF  * 

Our  return  to  Europe  is  very  diftant ;  but  I 
hope,  before  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  cen* 
tury,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  converfing  with 
you,  and  to  give  you  a  good  account  of  Perfia, 
jthrough  which  I  purpofc  to  return, 
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Sir  J^iUm  J(Mh  t6  Sir  Jt^^  ^iinh. 

Garilensj  7^d!r  CalJcUiia,  Ftk  25 j  1788. 
I  w*s  higW^  gratified  hy  y6ur  kind 
fetter,  And  have  Hilttifed  great  pleaJiirfe  inrotijg 
oUr  Aftirohtoihers  httc,  fcy  ihfe\\rihg  thtm  ati 
Accbuhl  of  Ihfe  lliflArVoIfcAnb.  The  Brahmans, 
to  ^hom  I  hdvfe  itbtea  tht  dlfeo^d-y  ih  Siah-* 
Tcrit^  ire  liighly  ddightea  witii  it.  iPttbKc 
liufrnefe  ^re^Tesr  oh  fa6  fo  heAvify  at  this  lea- 
fon,  that  !  ttiuft  pbttpoire  the  |)leiiiire  o£ 
writing  fiiily  tt!>  yt)d,  till  I  can  retire  in  thte 
long  VJtcatioij  to  ixtf  cottkge,  where  I  Tiear 
nctthing  df  "pl^inttte  or  defendants.  Your 
fecxjnd  iGdraiTji!(fi6'H  \  "wiW  faft:*hfully  bkecqte, 
and  have  fiirfeady  *iS|5de  ehi^uiries  cbncernmg  , 
the  Jacca  cotton ;  but  I  fliall  be  hardly  able  to 
protu^e  ttife  Teteds,  '^c.  Before  ^e  Rbfl^ney 
faife. 

^  4»  %•  ^  %  i 

Thdft  tetters  dfefcribe  thte  elegant  cccupi^ 
tions  of  a  mind  difciplined  ih  ttife  fchool  of 
fcience,  ardent  to  embrace  it  in  all  its  extent, 
and  to  make  even  its  amufenients  fubfervient 
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to  the  advancement  of  ufelful  knowledge,  aiid 
the  public  good.  Flrdm  the  difcharge  of  his 
appointed  duties,  we  fee  Sif  Williafn  Jones 
returning  with  avidity  to  his  literary  purfuits, 
improving  his  acquaintance  tvlth  botany,  and, 
relaxing  from  the  feverity  of  ftiidy  by  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  moft  admired  Oriental  authors, 
Comttiunicating  his  pleafures  and  acquirements 
to  his  friends.  There  are  few  of  his  letters 
in  which  he  does  not  introduce  the  name  of 
Lady  Jones,  with  that  affedtidn  which  never 
abated :  fhe  was  his  conftant  companion,  and 
the  aflbciate  of  the  literary  entertairxment 
which  occupied  and  amufed  his  evenings. 

Amongft  the  letters  which  I  have  tran- 
fcribed,  I  cannot  pafs,  without  particular  no- 
tice, that  which  he  wrote  to  me  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1 787.  The  predicfiion  which  it  con- 
tains, is  a  melancholy  proof  of  the  difappoint- 
ment  of  human  xcxpeftations ;  and  I  am  now 
difcharging  the  duty  of  affeftion  for  his  me- 
mory, at  a  fhoft  diftance  only  from  fhe  fpot 
which  he  incnfions,  as  the  anticipated  fceiie 
of  future  delight,  and  where  I  once  fondly 
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Ijpp^d  to  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  his  fociety. 
That  happinefs  would  indeed  have  imparted 
a  higher  bloom  to  the  valleys  of  Devon(hire> 
which  I  now  trace  with  the  melancholy  rc- 
colledion^  that  the  friend  whom  I  loved,  and 
whpf?  virtues  J  admired,  is  no  more, 

The  introdudion  of  the  unvarniftxed  tale  qf 
his  refpedabl?  Hindu  friend,  is  a  proof  of 
that  kindnefs  and  fenfibility,  which  he  ev^ 
felt  for  diftrefled  m^rit.  It  is  fuperfluous  to 
add»  what  the  reader  will  have  anticipated, 
that  the  difppfition  to  relieve  his  ^ants  was 
not  fufFered  to  evaporate  in  piere  profeffion. 

In  the  midfl;  of  his  public  duties  and  lite- 
rary emplpym^nts,  political  fpeculations  had 
but  little  fhare  of  his  attention ;  yet  the  fe^- 
timents  which  hp  pccafipnally  expreiles  on 
this  fubjed,  do  honour  to  his  heart,  and  prove 
that  the  welfare  of  his  country  was  always 
neareft  to  it. 

TTie  hope  with  which  he  flutters  himfelf, 
that  his  conditution  had  overcome  the  climate, 
was  unfortunately  ill-founded;  few  months 
elapfed  without  his  fuffering  from  the  eSeds 
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cf  It,  and  every  attack  had  a  tendency  to 
w^eaken  the  vigotir  of  hi$  frame. 

Among  other  literary  defigns  which  he  me^ 
ditatcd,  he  mentibns  the  plan  of  an  epic  poem^ 
It  was  founded  on  the  fame  ftory  which  he 
had  originally  feledled  for  a  -compolition  o^ 
the  fame  nature  in  his  twenty4econd  year, 
the  difcovery  of  England  by  Brutuis ;   but  his 
acquaintance    with    Hindu    mythology  had 
fuggefted  to  him  the  addition  of  a  machinery 
perfeftly  new,   by  the  introduction  of  the 
agency  of  the  Hipdu  deities;  and  however 
wild  or  extravagant  the  fi&ion  may  appear^, 
the  difcordancy  may  be  eafily  reconciled  by- 
the  adual  fubjedtion   of  Hinduftan  to  the 
Britiih   dominioi^,  poetically  vifible  to  the 
guardian  angels  of  that  country.    The,  firft 
hint  of  this  poem,  was  not  fu^efted  by  the 
example  of  Pope,  but  by  a  paflage  in  a  letter 
of  Spenfer  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  *  j  it  is  evi- 
dent however,  that  Sir  William  Jones  was 
^ot  difpofed  to  abandon  the  execution  of  his 

*  Appendix  A. 
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jpurpofe  by  the  ftri^ures  6f  Dr.  Johftlcm,  eft 
Pope's  intended  potttt,  atid  thftt«  in  tadte  <ipeh 
d^Bidaee  df  the  ctitk*s  ot)tiik)n,  fie  dctentiined 
to  vrtitt  h  in  Mank  rerfe,  although  he  6rf- 
l^ally  piropofed  t&  iidbpt  the  hetc^t  meafute 
in  fhyme,  I  fhould  have  been  happf  t6  gt-jt- 
dfy  the  cttiiofity  of  mf  J?e^d«fft  with  hh  nta- 
£»hs  foe  ftii^  <i€!teffkii»»u)¥^,  btit.they  dt>  titit 

Hbtwilhftainiditig  4II  thift  itn^  hM^  been 
iKfc|)e6ked  fitotti  tht  geni!U8>  tafte,  and  efudi- 
ilffft  «f  ^  WiJttam  Jones  on  a  ftrbjed  Hlce 
At^  I  <»tMio(,  i^  my  own  fatty  Umtnt  the 
tfj^plicaidoa  df  hifi  time  and  Wjonr  to  other 
fittdkl^  eaikulaited  te  m^mSt  as  weU  as  to 
4eli^  ^  ^tiblic ;  we  have  far  more  f«aibn 
to  Istmetit,  -that  he  did  net  li've  te  ttturil  to 
Ills  iMid-w  iJOWAtty  thfdugh  Perfia,  aftd  Aat 
«« >hi(ve  l€^  for  &tet  that  ii^mation  whidli 
WotoWi  hscve  been  fupfiKed  by  his  itfearcheisi 
«id  «li^ervafCions  during  ilie  joutney.  The 
HfengA  <tf  a  coftftltutfen,  itevtt  vigdrotts, 
was  unequal  totite  mcefiafit  exertion  of  hi$ 
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itidntal  iacultfeS :  ahd  t\rhilft  W6  admire  the 
boundlefs  adivity  of  hfe  Mnix'd,  We  amldpate 
with  forrow  its  fatal  effeds  upon  his  bealth» 

I  hiivefiieqttiently  tetnarked,  that  it  was  the 
|)revailing  utfhioF  Sir  WilKam  Jones  to  fender 
hh  tafehts  and  attainments  ufeful  to  his  coun> 
try.  T'he  tenoXit-  of  his  coitefpondeiice  ffiewi 
^hat  his  pfrincipal  iludfes  wtrfc  direded  to  thtte 
objefl:;  and  nearly  two  years  preceding  thfe 
prtriod  at  which  I  arti  arAvti,  ht  defcribes 
Ae  modfe  in  which  he  prtpofes  to  p'vt  edkSt 
tb  his  w5{be*,  and  exjjreflfes  his  determination 
to  accottiplifli  it,  with  an  eilefgy  which  ttiarfcs 
hts  fenfe  of  the  tm|)ottahoe  df  the  wbrk  he 
theh  ihedkateii. 

'  HaTihgnt)W  quaiiftedhJttifelf,  by  his  know- 
ledge ef  ^t  Sanfetit  -aild  Ilindtt  fews>  iev 
'rite  e!?tefctittOn  -'of  kis  plan,  hte  ^et^miwed  *6 
delay  ft  vto  tonger ;  and  as  he  <xmld  net  pm- 
derit^fr  dtJfray  the  ^xpenfe  of  tihe  ttttdwtoftifig 
frbih  his  own  finimces,  he  deemed  k  pa&pex 
\o  aippVy  to  ¥hfe  ^ovewitaiwft  «f  B*i^al  fi>r 
theSt  affifttfnce.  Th^e  fcitewteg  idtn^  which 
he  <aadi^flred  ta  the  6otetli%i^Ge&«i4  X-o»d 
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ComwalKs,  on  this  fubjeft:,  cont^ns  all  the 
explanations  neceflkry* 

MY  LORD, 

It  has  long  been  my  wlfli.  to  addrefs 
the  government  of  the  Britifh  dotainions  in 
India  on  the  adminiftration  of  jufiice  among 
the  natives  of  Bengal  and  Bahar,  a  fubjed  of 
equal  importance  to  the  appellate  jurifdi(3io& 
of  the  fupreme  court  at  Calcutta^  \vhere  the 
judges  are  required  by  the  legiflature  to  de- 
cide controverfles  between  Hindu  and  Mo- 
hammedan parties,  according  to  their  re^- 
ipe4)ive  laws  of  contra&s,  and  of  fucceiliop 
%o  property  j  they  had,  I  believe,  fo  decided 
them,  mmoft  c9f(?s  before  the  ilatute  to  which 
I  allude,  had  paiibd ;  »nd  the  parliament 
only  confirnied  that  mode  of  deciiion>  yirhigh 
the  obvious  principles  of  juftice  had  led  theqi 
before  to  adopt*  Nothing  indeed  could  be 
moreobviouilyjuil,  than  to  determine  private 
contefls  according  to  thofe  laws,  which  the 
parties  thefnfelves  had  ever  confidered  as  thq 
rules  of  their  conduA  and  engagements  in  civil 
life  J  nor  could  any  tfeing  b?  wifer,  than,  by 
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a-  legidative  ad,  ^  to  afliire  the  Hinda  and 
Muflulmaa  fubjedbs  of  Great  Britain^  thiat  the 
private  laws  which  they  federally  held  "^cred, 
ssad  a  violation  of  which  they  would  have 
thought  the  moft  grievous  c^preflion,  ihould 
not  be  fuperfeded  by^a^new  fyftem  of  which 
tiiey  could  have  no  knowledge,  and  which 
they  muft  have  confidered  as  impofed  on  them 
by  a  fpirit  of  rigour  and  intolerance. 
-  .  So  far  the  principle  of  deciiion^  between  thie 
native  pardes   in  a  caufe  appears  perfedly 
clear;  but  the  difficulty  lies  (as  in  moft  other 
tafes)  in  the  application  of  the  princi|>le  to 
pradice;  fc^:^  the  Hindu  and  Mufliilman  laws 
are  locked  up  for  the  moft  part  ii^  two  very 
difficult  langu^es,  Sanfcntand  Arabic,  wliich 
fex;^  Europeans  will  ever  learn,  becaufe  neither 
of  them  leads  to  any  advantage  in  worldly 
-  tpurfuits:  and  if  we  give  judgment  only  from 
the  opinions  of  the  native  lawyers  and  fcho« 
lars,  we  can  never  be  fure,  that  we  have  not 
been  deceived  by  them. 

It  wc^uld  be  abfurd  and  unjuft  to  pafs  an 
indifcrinunate  een&re  on  fo  confiderable  a 
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body  of  nieh  ;  but  mj  cxpcri^ce  juftififis  me 
ia  dedaringf  Hut  i.  codd  not  with  an  eafy 
Gonlcifidoe  concur  in  a  4ediu)si,  menty  qq  tfa^ 
wrktea  opinioci  of  native  lanryers^.  in  any 
caufe  Innrhich  tbej  cotdd  have,  the  remoteft 
intereft  ia  miflea^&fig  time  bomt  i  nor^  liovr 
vi^iant  foev^DTC  migbk  bc^  would  it  be  rery 
difficnk  far  tibeoi  to  nnflfiad  us ;  &r  a  iiagb 
obfcure  text,  explained!  hj  them&lVes,  might 
be  quoted  as  exprefs  authority,  though  per- 
haps In  the  very  book  from  wMdi  it  was  £s^ 
k<Sked,  it  mi^  W  differently  explained  or 
iutro4uoed  only  for  the  purpofe  of  being  ex^ 
ploddd;     The  obvioua  remedy  £br  tins  evil 
had  occurced  to  me  before  I  icft  EnglasuL 
vrhere  I  had  communicated  my  fentimients.t4» 
fome  friends  in  parliament,  wd  on  the  beooh 
in  Weftiisin§;i;rTHaU>  of  wh^e  difdemmont  { 
had  ithe  higbeft  p^iqion :  and  thoie  ieatimeol)s 
I   propofe  t«v  uiufdd  in  ihis  letter^  yn^  as 
tnuch  brevity  as  the  magnitude  of  the  fiifak 
jed  will  admit. 

If  we  had  a  complete  Sgftd  of  Hindu  and 
Mohammedan  iaw^,  alccrthe  model  iof  JuP- 
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tlmWs  laieftima)>le  pim^e^*  iomfnicdhy  Ihe 
moft  l«jff n<4  -of  th«  a»tlvje  Jaw7<9r9,  wjth  an, 
«cewatf  Yerb4  n:»Qil9tiQn  of  it  into  Erig}i£h; 
ao4  if  copies  of  the  work  w«re  d«poritoil  in 
the  prpp^  offijce*  of  th?  Se4r  J}Wv»  Adaulat*. 
and  of  tti9  fupreme  «Q¥n,  th»t  thej  snghk 
occafiQ^aUy  be  eo»fuUe4  w  ft  ^ni^ml  of  juf- 
tice,  we  &oul4  rareJf  he  ;>t  a  Ipfs  far  prion 
dpies  at  Jeaft,  aad  rules  of  taw  appUeabile  to 
the  ca^s  hcfore  us,  aod  fhouW  9e9r«e  perhaps 
he  led  aftrayby  the  pundks  or  msiUavt9>  who 
lywld  har41y  venture  to  upafofe  (m  u«,  when 
their  impofuion  mi^t  fi>  eafily  he  fdetefled. 
The  great  work,  of  whi^h  Ju^mvi  has  the 
creiUt*  coofiAs  of  t«3(t9  eolle^^ed  £cQai  iaw 
hooks  of  j^pnpved  authoit^y,  vvjiich  in  hla 
time  were  ejotapt  at  Rob^»  and  thefe  texx» 
are  d^igefted  a^eordtog  to  a  fci«fitigieal  aaa* 
iyiis ;  the  oaoies  of  the  Ofi^niJ  jorthors,  an4 
the  ^le$  of  their  feveral  hfkpk»*  bebg  coiw 
lUotly  spited  with  refereoee^  eyen.to  the  paru 
«f  their  workS)  from  vMA.  the  ditfeoenc 
p«j0ages  wece  iHe^M :  htrt  aMMugh  it  com- 
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prehends  the  whole  fyfteijx  of  jurifprudence, 
public^  private,  and  criminal,  yet  that  vaft 
compilation  was  finifhcd,  we  are  told,  in  three 
yearg  j  it  bears  marks  unqueftionably  of  great 
precipitation,  and  of  a  defire  to  gratify  the 
Emperor  by  quicknefs  of^  difpatch ;  but  with 
all  its  imperfedions,  it  is  a  moft  valuable 
mine  of  judicial  knowledge,  it  g^ves  law  at 
this  hour  to  the  greateft  part'  of  Europe,  and^ 
though  few  Englifli  lawyers  dare  make  fuch 
an  acknowledgement,  it  is  the  true  fburce  of 
nearly  all  our  Englifh  laws,  that  are  not  of  a 
feudal  origin.  It  would  not  be  unworthy  of 
a  Britifh  government,  to  give  the  natives  of 
^lefe  Indian  provinces  a  permanent  fecurlty 
for  the  due  admlniftration  of  juftice  among 
them,  fimilar  to  that  which  Juftinian  gave  t6 
his  Greek  and  Roman  fubjedts :  but  our  com- 
pilation would  require  fkf  Icls  lafeour,  arid 
flight  be  completed  with  far  greater  exaftrtels 
in  as  fhort  a  time,  fince  it  would  be  confined 
to  the  law»  of  contracts  and  inheritances,  which 
are  of  the  moft  extenfive  ufe  in  private  life, 
and  to  which  the  legiflature  has  limited  the 
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decifions  of  the  fupireme  court  in  caufe^  be« 
twcen  native  parties;  the  laliour  of  the  work 
wpuld.alfo  be  greatly  diminifhed  by  two  coni«* 
pilation$  already  made  in  Sanfcrit  and  Ara^- 
bic>  which  approach  nearly  in  merit  and  in 
method,  to  the  digeil  of  Juftinian:  the  firft 
was  compofed  a  few  centuries  ago  by  a  Brah-* 
man '  of  this  province,  named  Raghunandeny 
and  is  comprifed  in  twenty«-feven  books  at 
leaft,  on  every  branch  of  Hindu  law:  the 
fecond,  which  the   Arabs  called  the  Indian 
decijions^  is  knoWn  here  by  the  title  of  Fe- 
taweb  Aalemgiri^  and  was  compiled  by  the 
order  of  Aurangzehy  in  five  large  volumes,  of 
which  I  pofiefs  a  perfedt  and  well-coUated 
copy.     To  tranflate  thefe   immenfe  works 
would  be  fuperfluous  labour;  but  they  will 
greatly  facilitate  the  compilation  of  a  digeft 
on  the  laws   of  inheritance  and  contrada ; 
and  the  code,  as  it  is  called,  of  Hindu  law,     ^ 
which  was  compiled  at  the   requeft  of  Mr. 
Rafting?,  will  be  ufeful  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
though  it  by  no  means  obviates  the  diflSciilties 
ji[efore  fttted,  nor  fuperfedes  the  neceffity  or 
JCf^V.lI.  L 
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the  e^ipedience  at  leaft  of  z  more  ample  re^ 
pertory  of  Hindu  laws, ,  cfpedally  on  the 
twelve  different  contrafts,  to  which  Vlpian 
has  given  fpecific  names,  and  on  all  the  others, 
whichy  though  not  fpecifically  named;  areF 
redilcibie  to  four  general  head^*  The  lad-* 
mentioned  work  is  entitled  VivadamavafetUy 
and  coniifls,  lik^  the  Romaic  digefts,  of  au- 
thentic texts,  with  the  names  of  their  feveral 
authors  regularly  prtefixed  to  them,  and  ex- 
plained»  where  an  explanation  \&  requiiite^  in 
fliort  notes  taken  from  commentaries  of  high 
authority :  it  is^  as  far  as  k  goes,  a  very  ex* 
edlent  work;,  but  though  it  appear  extremely 
£ffufe  on  fubjefks  rather  curious  than  ufeful, 
and  though  the  chapter  on  inheritances  be 
topious  and  exadl,  yet  the  other  important 
hranch  of  jurifprodence,  the  law  of  contrads, 
is  very\fuccinaiy  a64  foperficially  difcuffed, 
and  bears  an  inconfiderable  proportion  to  the 
reft  of  the  work.  But  whatever  be  the  merit 
c^  the  original,  the  translation  of  it  has  no  au^ 
thbrity,  and  is  of  no  other  ufe  than  to  fuggcft 
enquiries  on  ^e  many  dark  paflages  whic^i  we 
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find  ia  It)  prdpcrly  Ipeddng,  indeed,  we  can- 
not c^l  it  a  tranflition;  for  though  Mr, 
Halhed  j^e^rmed  his  piart  with  fidelity,  yet 
the  Perfiah  interpncter  had  fupplied  him  only 
with  a  loofe  injudicious  cfpitome  of  the  bri-  \ 
ginal  Sanferit,  in  which  abftra£t  many  effen- 
tial  paffages  are  omitted ;  though  feveral  notes 
of  little  confequence  are  interpolated,  from 
a  vxdn  idea  of  elucidating  or  im|M:oving  the 
text.  All  this  I  fay  with  coniidenoe>  having 
already  perufed  no  fmall  part  of  the  original 
with  a  learned  pundit,  comparing  it  us  I  prd- 
ceeded,  with  the'  Engiifh  verlion.  Having 
(hewn  therefore  the  expedience  of  a  new 
compilation  for  each, fyftem  of  Indian  law^ 
I*  beg  leave  to  ftate  the  difficulties  which  muft 
attend  the  work,  and  to  fugged  the  means  of 
removing  them. 

The  difficulty  whickfirft  prefents  itfel^  h 
the  txpenfe  of  paying  the  pundits  and  maulavia 
who  muft  compile  the  digeft,  and  the  native 
writers  who  muft  be  employed  to  tranfcribe 
it.  Since  two  provinces  are  immediately 
under  this   goverhment,  in  each  of  which 
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there  are  many  cuftqmary  laws,  it  would  be 
proper  to  employ  one  pundit  of  Bengal  and 
another  from  Behar;  and  tinee  diere  are 
two  Mohammedan  feAs,  who  differ  in  regard 
to  many,  traditions  from  their  Prophet,  and 
jto  fome  decifions  of  their  refpeftivc  dodors, 
it  might  be  thought  equally  proper  to  ei^age 
one  maulayi  of  each  fe^fl;  and  this  mode  would 
have  another  advantage^  fiace  two  lawyers 
conferring  freely  together  on  fundamental 
principles  common  to  botbf  would  aflift,  di* 
xtQCy  and  check  each  other  ** 

Although  I  can  have  no  perfonal  intereft, 
immedifite  or  confequentiaJ,  in  the  work  pro- 
pofed,  yet  I  would  cheerfully  have  borne  the 
.whol?  ejjpenfe  of  it,  if  common  prudence  had 
not  reftrained  me,  and  if  my  private  eftablifli- 
ment  of  native  readers  and  writers,  which  I 
cannot  with  convenience  difcontinue  at  pre- 
fent,  did  not  require  more  than  half  of  the 
monthly  expenfe,  which  the  completion  of  a 
rdigeft  wiHild^iii  my  opinion,  demand.     lam 

/  ♦A  passage  relating  to  the  remuneration  of  the  na» 

tivcs  to  bd  employed,  is  here  omitted.  *       ^ 
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under  a  ncdeflity  thefcfore  of  intimating,  that 
if  the  work  be  thought  expedient^  the  charges 
of  it  Ihottld  be  defrayed  by  the  government, 
and  the  falaries  paid  by  their  officers.     The 
fecond  difficulty  is,  to  find  a  diredor  of  the 
work  and  a  tranflator  of  it,  who  with  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic, 
has  a  general  acquaintance  with  the,  principles 
of  jurisprudence,  and  a  fufficient  fharc  even  of 
legiflative  fpirit,  to  arrange  the  plan  of  a  di-^ 
gefl,  fuperintend  the  compilation,  of  it»  and 
render  the  whole,  as  it  proceeds,  into  per- 
fpicuous  English  j  fo  that  even  the  tranflation 
may  acquire  a  degree  of  authority  proportion- 
ed to  the  public  opinion  of  his  accuracy.  Now, 
though  I  am  truly  confcious  of  poffeffing  a 
very  moderate  portion  of  thofe  talents,  which 
I  ffiould  require  in  the  fuperintendaht  of  fuch 
a  work,  yet  I  may  without  vanity  profefs  my- 
felf  equal  to  the  labour  of  it;  and  though  I 
would  much  rather  fee  the  work  well  con- 
dudtcd  by  any  man  than  myfelf,  yet  I  would 
rather  give  myfelf  the  trouble  of  it,  than  not 
live  to  fee  it  condudcd  at  all ;  and  I  cannot 
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but  know,  that  the  qualificatians  required  ctcu 
iu  the  low  degree  iii  which  I  poffcfs  them, 
are  not  often  found  united  in  the  fame  ppr-^ 
fon,  for  a  reafon  before  fuggefted.  If  your 
Lordftiip,  therefore,  after  full  confideration  bf 
the  fubjeiS,  fhall  be  of  opinion,  that  a  digeft^ 
of  Hindu  and  MoharnmedajU  laws  would  be  a 
work  of  national  honour  and  utility; — I  fo 
cherifh  both^  that  I  offer  the  nation  my  hum«, 
ble  labour  as  far  as  I  candifpofe  of  my  time 
confiftently  with  the  faithful  difcharge  of  my 
duty  as  a  magiftrate:  fliould  this  offer  be  ac-*, 
cf ptedj  I  fhould  then  requeft  your  Lordflxip. 
to  nominate  the  jpundits  and^  maulavis^  to 
whom  I  would  feverally  give  a  plsin  conform-^ 
able  to  the  beft  analyfis  that  I  could  make  jj. 
and  I  fliould  be  able,  if  my  health  continued 
firm,  to  tranflate  every  morning,  before  any 
©therbufmefs  is  begun,  as  much  as  they  could 
compile,  ^nd  the  writers  copy  in  the  preccd- 
ing  day.  The  Dbermafajira^  o?  faqred  code 
pf  the  Hindus,  coqf^fts  of  eighteen  books,  th^ 
iirff  qf  which  would  in  any  age  or  nation  be 
thought  A  wonderful  performance  3  both  the 
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firft  and  fecond  have  excellent  commentarVca 
c>f  gr^at  aiithority,  but  <lie  other  fixteen  are 
too  eafy  to  need  elucidation :  the  works  of 
Menu,  of  Tagyawakia^  and  moft  pf  the 
others  are  in  hiank  Terfe,  but  that  of  Gau^ 
tarn  16  in  modulated  profe  i  befides  thefe,  the 
Hindus  have  many  ftandard  law-tradis  with 
their  fevecal  commentaries,  and  among  them 
St  fine  treatife  on  inheritances  by  yemtitavahan^ 
to  which  our  pundits  often  refer ;  though  on 
that  fubje^y  the  work  of  Ragbunanden  feems 
to  be  more  generally  approved  in  this  pro- 
vince. The  Muflulmans,  beiides  a  few  ge«- 
{leral  rules  in  the  Koran^  and  a  number  of 
traditiondl  maxims  delivered  from  their  Pro- 
phet,  and  his  companions  through  the  fa^es 
of  their  law,  together  with  the  opinions  of 
the  celebrated  lawyers  preferved  by  their  dif- 
ciples,  have  two  incomparable  little  tracts, 
one  by  Surajuddin^  and  the  other  by  Alku-^ 
durt ;  the  former  on  fucceffipn  only,  and  the 
other  on  contrads ;  alfo  with  comments  on 
each,  and  other  comments  on  them  j  not  to 
mention  fome  other  tracts  of  acknowledged 
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authority,  and  large  colleftions  of  decijion  in 
particular  cafes.  Aft  thefe  books  may,  I  fup- 
'  pdfc,  be  procured  with  eafe  j  and  fome  of  the 
inoft  rare  among  them  are  in  my  pofTeinon ; 
mine  I  would  lend  with  pleafure  to  the  pirn- 
dits  and  maulavis,  if  they  happened  to  be 
unprovided  with  good  copies  of  them,  and 
my  example  would,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  be 
followed  on  fuch  an  occalion  by  other  col- 
ledors  of  Eaftern  manufcripts,  both  natives 
and  Europeans,  This  is  all  that  appears  ne*? 
ceflary  to  be  written  on  the  fubjeft,  with 
which  I  began  this  addrefs  to  your  Lordfliip; 
I  could  not  have  exprefled  myfelf  more  con- 
cifely  without  fome  obfcurity  j  and  to  have 
enlarged  on  the  technical  plan-  of  the  work 
which  I  have  propofed,  would  have  been 
fuperfluous. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be<,  &c. 

William  Jones, 
Calcutta,  March  19,  HBS^ 

A  propofal  fuch  as  the  letter  of  Sir  William 
Jones  cQntjtiflS,  could  "not  fail  of  receiving  that 
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attention  wUcK  it  metited,  from  the  noble- 
tnan^  vrho  prefided  in  the  government  of 
India;    Fully  fenftble  of  tke  utility  of  a 
digefl:  of  Hindu  and  Mohammedan  law,  in  ' 
facilitating  what  he  was  ever  anxious  to  pro- 
mote, the  due  adminifti^ation  of  juilice  to  the 
native  fubje^s  of  the  Britiih  empire  in  Hin- 
^uftan,  the  Marquis  CornwaUis  coniideitd  die 
accomplifliment  of  the  plan,  as  calculated  to 
refle^l;  the  higheft  honour  upon  his  admi- 
niftration.  The  anfwer  to  Sir  William  Jones, 
written  by.  his  dire<5tion,  exprefled  this  fen« 
timent  with  a  declaration,  that  his  Lordfhip 
deemed  it  fingularly  fortunate,  that  a  perfon 
fo  eminently  qualified  for  the  taik,  ihould^ 
from  principles  of  general  benevolence  and 
public  fpirit,  be  induced  to  engage  in  an  un* 
dertaking,  as  arduous  as  it  was  beneficial. 
,    With  this  fandion.  Sir  William  Jones  im'^ 
xnediately  entered  upon  the  execution  of  ^e 
*work/  and  having  feledked  with  the  greatcft 
care,  from  the  moft  learned  Hindus  and  Mo- 
hammedans, a  fufficicnt  number  of  pferfons 
duly  qualified  for  th?  talk  of  compilation,  he 
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traced  the  plan  of  the  digcfls  prefcxibed  iti 
arrangement,   and   pointed  out  the  manu^ 
fcripts  from  which  it  waa  to  be  formed* 

From  a  feries  of  letters  addrefled  to  the 
compiler  of  thefe  memoirs  on  the  fubjeA  of 
the  digefty  a  large  fele£tion  might  be  made  re- 
latiog  to  it ;  but  as  they  cannot  be  interefting 
to  mj  readers  in  general,  I  ihall  not  interrupt 
the  narrative  by  their  introdudion. 

At  the  period  when  this  work  was  under^ 

taken  by  Sir  William  Jones,  he  had  not  re- 

fided  in  India  more  than  four  years  and  a 

half;  during  which  time,  he  had  not  only 

acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Saa» 

fcrit  language,  but  had  extended  his  reading 

in  it  fo  far,  as  to  be  qualified  to  form  a  judg* 

ment  upon  the  merit  and  authority  of  the 

authors  to  be  ufed  in  the  compilation  of  his 

.work ;  and  although  his  labour  <Vas  only  ap-* 

plied  to  the  difpofitign  of  materials  already. 

Ibrmed,    he  was  enabled   by  his    previous  *^ 

.  ftudies  to  give  them  an  arrangement  fuperior 

'to' any  exifting,  and  which  the  learned  natives 

themfelve^  approved  and  admired.     In  the 
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difpen&ttoas  of  Providence^  it  may  be  re^ 
marked)  as  an  occurrence  of  no  ordinary 
future,  that  the  profeflbrs  of  the  Bramlnicd 
faith  ihould  fo  far  renounce  their  referve  and 
difhn^,  z»  to  fubmit  to  the  diredion  of  sk 
native  of  Europe^  for  compiling  a  digeft  of 
their  own  laws, 

I  now  prefent  the  reader  with  the  cor-* 
rei^pondence  of  Sir  William  Jones,  during 
the  reroamder  of  1788  and  the  following 
year^'Vithout  interruption. 

The  firft  letter  refers  to  a  fubjeft,  difcufled 
in  a  conference  between  the  executive  go«- 
vernment  of  Bengal  and  the  judges,  on  the 
i^bje^l  of  the  police  at  Calcutta^  which  re<» 
quired  great  reformation.  The  eftablifhmcnt 
of  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  had  fu^* 
perfeded  the  former  local  jurifdidions  at 
Fprt-William,  without  making  fufficient  pro- 
vifions  for  the  police  of  the  town  j  and  the 
fubje^i  difcufTed  at  the  conference,  was  that 
pf  an  application  to  the  legiflature  of  Great 
Britain  for  power  to  cftabliih  an  efficient 
police.     If  the  recoUeflion  of  the  writer^  of 
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thefe  memoirs  does  not  deceive  him.  Sir 
William  mifunderftood  the  refult  of  the  con- 
ference, and,  under  this  impreffion,  addreiTed 
to  him  the  following  letter,  which  ftrongljr 
marks  his  attachment  to  the  conftitution  of 
his  own  country,  and  deferves  pn  this  account, 
as  well  as  for  other  opinions  expreffed  in  it, 
to  be  recorded-  His  fuggeftions  were  adopt- 
ed in  the  application  to  parliament,  and  con- 
firmed by  its  fan^ion. 


Sir  WilUani  "Jones  to  J.  Shorty  Efq.  >• 

Feb.  7,  nSS. 

I  avail  myfelf  of  an  hour's  leifurei  to 
throw  upon  paper,  a  few  thoughts  on  the 
fubjeft  of  our  late  conference,  concerning  an 
application  to  the  legiflature,  for  a  power  of 
fummary  conviBion  and punijbment  in  Calcutta, 
The  concurrence  rox  ^iffent  of  an  indi- 
vidual, who  is  not  a  member  of  an  executive 
government,  ought  to  have  To  little  weighty 
that  I  would  not  have  obtruded  my  opinion, 
if  it  had  not  been  afked :  but'  it  would  ill  be- 
come me  to  concur  in  an  application  to  pai^ 
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Uament,  for  a  power,  th^  granting  of  which, 
if  I  were  myfelf  in  parliament^  I  (hould  hold 
it  my  duty  to  oppofe. 

^  The  difficulty  of  which  we  all  feemjed  fen^ 
fible,  arifes  from  a  fuppofed  necefiity  of  de-- 
yiating  from  the  fpirit  and  form  of  Englifll 
judicature  in  criminal  cafes  |  yet  the  Englifh 
form  has  been  approved  by  the  wifdom  of  a, 
tbouiand  year&,  and  has  been  found  efFe6lual 
in  the  great  cities  of  Ertgland,  for  the  good 
order  and  government  of  the  moft  high« 
minded)  ai^ive^  and  reftlefs  people  that  exifts 
on  earth* 

I  could  eafily  demonftrate,  that  the  criminal 
code  of  our  nation,  is  fully  fufEcient  to  puniih 
every  temporal  wrong,  and  redrels  every  tern- 
poral  evil,  that  can-  injure  the  public  or  in- 
dividuals, and  a  Britiih  tribunal^  for  punifh- 
ment  of  religious  offences  by  Hindus  or 
Muffulmans,  would  not  only  be  an  inquifi- 
tioi^of  the  moft  extraordinary  kind,  but 
would,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  offenfive  in  the 
beginning,  and  oppreffive  in  the  end,  to  the 
nativ^of  both  religions. 
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Hie  qiieftion  is  then  roluced  to  thU :  i^ 
k  abfolutely  licceflary  to  coiivi<5l  and  puniib 
offenders  in  Calcutta  without  a  jury?  if  it  he^ 
we  muft  follow  the  example  of  Solon,  whg^ 
c^naftcd  fuch  laws  as  were,  though  not  the 
bed  in  themfelves,  yet  the  bell  that  cireum- 
ftanc€s  would  admit.  I  am  not  convinced 
that  fiich  a  ncceflity  exifts,  and  ftrongly  in^ 
dine  to  think  it  does  not^  The  evil  to  be 
remedied  is  tte  fmafi  number  of  magifttates ; 
the  obvious  remedy  is  to  appoint  a  greater 
number.  If  the  legiflature  therefore  wouM 
give  the  Governor  in  council,  a  power  to  ap- 
point from  fix  to  twelve  juftices  of  the  peace^ 
thofe  juftices  would  (under  the  direftion  of 
government)  appoint  fubordinate  peace  of* 
ficers,  whofe  legal  powers  are  very  confidera- 
ble  yet  accurately  defined  ;  but  difuptrintend- 
ant  of  the  palice,  is  an  officer  unknown  to  our 
iyftem,  borrowed  from  a  foreign  fyftera,  or 
at  leaft  fuggefting  the  idea  of  a  foreiga4ton- 
flitution,  and  his  powers  being  dark  and  un- 
defined, are  thofe  which  otr  law  moft  ab- 
hors.    The  juftices  would  hold  a  feffion  every 
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^uartei?  of  a  year;  withttut  tf ouMing *tliet 
members  of  government,  who  have  other 
tivocations  ;  £o  that  in  every  year  there  would 
be  fix  feffiiins  for  adminiftering  criminal  juf- 
ticej  but  then  comes  the  great  queftion,  how 
could  the  juries  be  fiipplied  without  injury 
1:0  thofe  who  fhould  fit  on  them  ?  Now, 
without  urging  that  fome  occafional  trouble, 
and  perhaps  lofs,  are  the  fine  which  Englifli- 
men  pay  for  their  freedom;  without  inti* 
mating  that  but  a  few  years  ^o,  an  applica- 
tion to  pariiament  was  made,  among  other 
objedls,  for  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cafes,  even 
in  Calcutta;  without  contending,  that  if 
fummaiy  convidions  be  once  made  palatable; 
we  fhould  gradually  lofe  our  relifh  for  the 
admirable  mode  of  trial,  on  which  our  common 
liberties  at  home  almoft  wholly  depend; 
without  rambling  a  moment  from  the  point 
before  us,  I  conceive  that  three  hundred  per- 
fons  Qualified  to  ferve  on  petty  juries,  would 
be  far  more  than  fuffieient  to  divide  the  trou- 
ble witii  convenience  to  themfelyes,  and  be- 
tiefit  to  the  community. 
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On  the  whole,  the  ^niial  burthen  cm  tacli  ^ 
individuali  efpecially  if  a  kind  of  rotati$>n 
were  cbfcrvcd,  or  even  if  the  chai\ce  of  si 
ballot  were  taken,  would  be  too  inconfiderablc 
to  weigh  a  feather  againfl  the  important  ob- 
ject of  fupporting  fo  excellent  a  mode  of 
trial. 

After  all,  are  we  furc  that  the  Britifli  fub- 
jeds  in  Calcutta,  would  be  better  pleafed 
than  myfelf  with  any  ilur  upon  the  confti- 
tutional  trial  by  jury  ?  and  as  to  the  nativeSf 
befides  the  policy  of  allowing  them  all  the 
beneficial  effects  of  our  judicatiure,  (and  that 
a  trial  by  twelve  men,  inftead  of  one,  with' 
a  power  of  exQeptions  Is  si  benefit,  muft  be 
granted  by  all,)  I  rather  think  that  the  in* 
habitants  of  a  Britifh  town,  owing  local  al-* 
legiance,  are  entitled  to  the  local  advantage 
of  being  tried  by  a  Britifti  forip/  In  aU 
events,  !f  it  be  a  benefit,  they  ought  not  to 
be  deprived  of  it  without  fome  greater  public 
good  tocompenfate  the  private  injuftice,  th^qt 
would  refult,  I  apprehend,  from  the  power 
of  fummary  conviflion,  if  it  were  eK^ofef 
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by  lAeii,  whofe  monthly  gains  wduld  depend 
on  the  number  of  complaints  made,  and  of 
fines  levied  < 

I  am  confident  thetefbrei  aft6r  mature  de- 
liberation, that  nothing  more  is  to  be  defired 
than  a  power  in  this  governmeilt,  of  appoint- 
ing  juftices  of  peace  by  annual  commiffions ; 
and  thefe  being  my  ffentimertts,  I  rely  on 
your  friendfliip,  fo  long  and  fo  conftantly 
manifefted,  that  if  it  fhould  be  thought  pro- 
per to  mention  the  concurrence  of  the  judges, 
you  will  remember  that  their  concurrence 
was  not  unanimous. 


I  cpuld  ealily  hdcsf^faid  all  this  and  more, 
but  I  chofe  this  mode  through  delicacy  and 
fear  of  giving  pisiin.  Farewell,  and  as  I 
cfteem  you,  fo  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  ever  aficdlionate,  &c. 

Sir  miliam  Jones  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

Gardens^  ITS 8. 

I  thank  you  heartily,  my  dear  Sir,  for 

every  part  of  your  letter,  and  for  your  firings 

of  Oriental  gems,  both  for  the  Durr  and  the 

leTe— V.  ir.  M 
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Bheheh  * ;  the  pearls  appear  with  more  luflrc 
by  the  fide  of  the  beads. 

Your  quotations  from  the  elegies  of  Waihr 
are  fweedy  pathetic ;  but  I  will  not  detain 
jont  fervant  by  more  obfervations.  Sacon* 
takj  will  hardly  be  finilhed  before  I  go  to 
my  cottage  j  happy  fhall  I  be  if  your  occu- 
pations allow  you  to  pafs  a  few  days  near  it» 
Adieu^ 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore j  Efq. 

GardenSy  178S- 
The  verfes  are  worthy  of  Catullus, 
and  in  his  manner  j  they  would  appear  well 
in  Hendecajyllables.  I  will  think  at  fome 
leifure  moment  of  giving  them  a  Perfian 
drefs  according  to  your  hints.  J  rejoice  that 
you  have  it  in  your  power  to  relieve  your 
mind  by  poetical  imagery;  it  is  the  true  ufe 
of  the  fine  arts. 

I  have  been  reading  cafes  for  a  judgment 
on  Tuefday,  from  nine  o'clock  till  paft  two. 
—Farewell. 

*  An  Oriental  expression  for  prose  and  verse. 
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'•  Sir  miliam  Jones  to  Dr., Patrick  Ru/el. 

Crishna-nagurj  *$Vp?,  24,  1788. 
I  have  aded  like  thofe  libertines  who 
defer  repentance  till  the  hour  of  deaths  and 
<hen  find  that  they  have  not  time  to  repent. 
Thus  I  deferred  the  pleafure  of  anfwering 
letters  till  the  vacation,  but  found  the  tetm 
and  feflion  fo  long,  that  I  have  fcarce  any 
vacation  at  all.  I  muft  therefore  write  very 
laconically,  thanking  you  heartily  for  your 
kind  letters,  and  very  curious  papers  in  na- 
tural hiftory,  wifhing  that  the  public  may 
foon  gather  the  fruit  of  your  learned  labours. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  court  this  year,  hsrs 
left  me  no  leifure  to  examine  flowers  at- 
Criflma-nagur.  The  Jija  is  never  in  blof- 
fom  when  L  am  here;  but  though  it  has' 
fomething  of  the  form  of  the  caSius^  yet  t 
imagine  from  the  milk  of  it,  that  it  is  an 
Euphorbia. 

With  all  my  exertions  I  cannot  procure 
any   frefh*  fpikenard ;   but  I  will  not  defift* 

M  2 
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I  have  two  native  phyficians  in  my  family, 
but  they  have  only  feen  it  in  a  dry  ftatc. 

I  am  very  ferry  to  find  that  you  are  leav- 
ing us,  as  I  have  no  chance  of  feeing  Europe 
till  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  X 
wifti  you  and  your  brother  and  his  family  a ' 
profperous  and  fpeedy  voyage.  It  is  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  write  more  than  Vivc> 
vale! 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Thomas  Caldicotty  Efq. 

Sept.  24, 1788. 
We  had  inceflant  labour  for  fix  hours 
a  day,  for  three  whole  months,  in  the  hot 
feafon  between  the  tropics,  and,  what  is  a 
fad  confequence  of  long  fittings,  we  have 
fcarcely  any  vacation.  I  can  therefore  only 
write  to  you  a  few  lines  this  autumn.  Before 
your  brother  fent  me  Lewifdon  Hill,  I  had 
read  it  twice  aloud  to  different  companies^ with 
great  delight  to  myfelf  and  to  them :  thank 
the  author  in  my  name.  I  believe  his  name-* 
lefs  rivulet  is  called  Bret  or  Brit^  (whence 
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Bridport)  by  Michael  Drayton,  who  dcfcribes 
the  fruitful  Marflxwood.  *  *  *  ♦ 
Pray  aflure  all  who  care  for  me,  or  whom 
I  am  likely  to  care  for,  that  I  never,  directly 
or  indireftly,  afked  for  X\xt  fucceffion  to  Sir 
£•  Impey,  and  that,  if  any  indifcreet  friend 
of  mine  has  a&ed  for  it  in  my  name,  the  re- 
queft  was  not  made  by  my  defire,  and  never 
would  have  been  made  with  my  aflent, 
^  Co'  magnanipii  pochi,  a  chi  '1  ben  place/* 

I  have  enough,  but  if  I  had  not,  I  think  an 
ambitious  judge  a  very  difhonourable  and  mif- 
chievous  chara^en  Bcfides,  I  never  would 
have  oppofed  Sir  R.  Chambers,  who  has  been 
my  friend  twenty-five  years,  and  wants  mo- 
ney, which  I  do  not. 

I  have  fixed  on  the  year  1800  for  my  re- 
tiurn  towards  Europe,  if  I  live  fo  long,  and 
hope  to  begin  the  new  century  aufpicioufly 
among  my  friends  in  England. 

P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  my  letterj  I  have  amuf- 
ed  myfelf  with  compofing  the  annexed  ode  to 
Abundance.*     I  took  up  ten  or  twelve  houra 

*  WotJcs,  vol.  3ij|ii.  p.  289. 
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to  comptrfe  and  copy  it;  but  I  muft  now 
leave  poetry,  and  return  for  ten  months  to 
J.  N.  and  J.  S- 

Bir  JFilliam  Jones  to  George  Harding^  Efq, 

MY  DEAR  FHISND, 

I  am  the  worft  and  you  the  beft  cor- 
refpondent ;  and  I  make  but  a  pitiful  return 
for  your  two  kind  letters  by  affuring  you, 
that  I  find  it  impoffible  to  anfwer  them  fiilty 
this  feafon.  My  eyes  were  always  weak, 
and  the  glar^  of  an  Indian  fky  has  not 
ftrengthened  them  j  the  little  day-light  I  can 
therefore  fpare  from  my  public  duties,  I  muft 
allot  to  ftudies  conneded  with  them,  I  mean 
the  fyftems  of  Indian  jurifprudence,  and  the 
two  abtrufe  languages  in  which  the  Hindu 
and  Muflulman  laws  are  written.         *         * 

Anna  Maria  is  pretty  well,  and  I  am  con-- 
fequently  ha^y ;  my  own  health  is  firm,  and 
excepting  the  ftate  of 'hers,  I  have  all  thieliap* 
pinefs  a  mprtal  ougjit  to  have* 
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Sir  WiUiam  Jones  to  Wn  Sbifley^  Efq. 

Sept.  27,  1768- 

4f:  %  ^  *  ^  If:  ^ 

******  My  own 
health  by  God's  blefling  i^  firm,  but  my  eyes 
are  weak,  and  I  am  fo  intent  upon  feeing  the 
digeft  of  Indian  laws  completed,  that  I  de- 
vote my  leifure  almoft  cintirely  to  that  pbjed; 
the  natives  are  much  pleafcd  with  the  workj 
but  it  is  only  a  preliminary  to  the  fecurity, 
which  I  hope  to  fee  eftablifhed  among  our 
Afiatic  fubje6h. 

The  bufinefs  of  our  fociety  is  rather  an 
amufement  than  a  labour  to  me ;  they  have 
as  yet  publilhed  nothing;  but  have  mate- 
rials for  two  quarto  volumes,  and  will,  I  hope, 
fend  one  to  Europe  next  fpring.  I  lament 
the  fad  efFeds  of  party,  pr  rather  fadion  in 
your  Maidftone  fociety,  but  hope  (to  ufe  a 
word  of  Dn  Johnfon)  that  it  will  redinte^ 
grate.  Many  thanks  for  the  tranfadions  of. 
your  London  fociety,  which  I  have  lent  to  a 
very  learned  and  ingenious  friend,  who  is 
much  pleafed  with  them,  • 
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Six,fril/iam  Jones  to  /•  Burnett^  Lord  Mont- 
boddo.   / 

SepU  24,  ns8. 
The  queftions  concerning 
India,  which  you  do  me  the  honour  to 
think  me  capable  of  anfwering,  require 
a  longer  anfwer  than  the  variety  of  my 
prefent  occupations  allow  me  to  write.  Suf- 
fer me  therefore,  to  inclofe  a  difcourfe  not 
yet  publiflied,  which  may  give  you  fome  fa-, 
tisfadlion  on  Indian  literature,  and  to  refer 
you  to  the  firft  volume  of  the  tranfadions  of 
our  fociety,  which  will,  I  hope,  be  fent  next 
feafon  to  Europ?.  As  my  principal  object  is 
the  jurifprudence,  I  have  not  yet  examined 
the  philofophy  of  the  Brahmans;  but  I  have 
feen  enough  of  it  to  be  convinced,  that  the 
doctrines  of  the  Vidanti  fchool  are  Platonic. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  /.  Shore^  Efq^ 

Jan.  26,  ns.9. 

Let  me  trouble  you,  as  you  fee  Co- 
lonel Kyd  oftener  than  I  do,  to  give  him  Sir 
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Ooorge  Young's  botanical  letter,  whicli  I  an- 
nex* I  have  requefted  Colonel  Martin  to 
fend  Sir  George  all  the  feeds  which  he  can 
colled,  and  will  co-operate  (as  far  a$  my  oc- 
cupations will  allow)  in  the  plan  of  transfer- 
ring to  the  Weft  Indies^  the  fpicy  forefts  of 
Afia:  but  I  have  little  time  at  command,  and» 
holding  every  engs^ement  facred,  I  muft  de- 
vote my  leifure  to  the  fyftem  of  Aiiatic  jurif* 
prudence,  which  I  will  fee  eftabliflied  before 
I  fee  Europe.  It  will  properly  follow  your 
wife  and  humane  defign  of  giving  fecurity  to 
the  property  of  the  natives.  When  you  have 
had  a  copy  taken  of  the  Perfian  Hermit*, 
I  Ihall  be  glad  to  borrow  it,  that  my  munJJoi 
may  tranfcribe  it.  Could  you  not  find 
fome  leifure  hour  to  explain  an  epifodc  of 


*  I  explained  to  Serajelhak,  the  person  mentioned  by 
$ir  William  Jones,  Pamel's  Hermit,  and  he  composed  a 
Persian  poem  on  the  same  subject.  As  it  has  been  fre- 
quently transcribed,  it  might  perhaps,  without  this  ex- 
planation, at  some  future  time  be  considered  the  original 
of  Parners  poem. 
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rioiner  to  Serajelha^c,  that  he  mi^ht  try  his 
hand  with  ii? 

Sir  William  Jmes  to  J.  Shore,  Efq. 

'•  1789. • 

Rcminig*  ftill  keeps  me  a  prifoncr, 
and  forbids  my  reading  aloud,  which  Ufed  to 
be  my  chief  amufcment  in  the  evening.  I 
truft  you  will  foon  be  well,  and  that  we  Ihall 
ere  long  rneet.  If  the  man  you  mention  be 
guilty,  I  hope.he  will  be  punifhed ;  I  hate  fa- 
vontitifm;  and  if  I  had  the  dominions  of 
Chiiigis  Khan,  I  would  not  have  one  fa- 
vourite. 

****** 

The  poem  of  Wafhi  has  greatly  delighted 

me ;  it  almoft  equals  Metaftafio's  on  a  fimilar 

fubjedt,    and    far    furpafles  other    Wafukts'\ 

which  I  have  feen  ;  yet  the  beautiful  fimpli- 

city  of  the  old  Arabs,  in  their  fliort  elegies, 

arppears  unrivalled  by  any  thing  in  Perfian,  I 

*  His  physician.  ' 

-}•  Wasukt,  the  appellation  of  an  amatory  elegy,  de- 
scriptive'of  the  various  sensations  and  passions  excited 
by  love. 


•^ 
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tranfcribe  one  of  them  which  I  liare  jtrft  rca3 

ia  theHamafa*: 

Cease,  fruitless  tears!  afflicted  bosom,  rest ! 
M7  tears  obey,  but  not  1117  wounded  breast* 
Ah,  no  !  this  heart,  despairing  and  forlorn. 
Till  time  itself  ?hall  end,  must  bleed  and  mourn. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

June  S,  1789. 
Though  I  do  not  wifh  to  give  you 
the  pain  of  fympathizin^  (as  I  know  you 
will  fympathize)  with  me  in  my  prefent  diC- 
trefs,  yet  as  you  poflibly  ^now  it,  and  as  you 
might  think  me  unufual^y  dejedted  when  we 
meet,  I  cannot  forbear  Writing  to  you  ;  efpe- 
cially  as  I  feel  a  kind  of  relief  in  venting  my 
forrow  to  an  approved  friend.  One  or  two 
Englifli  papers  mention  the  death  of  Lady 
Jones's  father,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  leave 
me  no  hope  of  its  being  a  miftake;  this  I 
have  known  fmce  the  15th  of  May,  but  as  it 
may  poffibly  be  untrue,  I  could  not  in  any 
degree  prepare  her  for  the  dreadful  intelli- 
gence.    I  have  therefore  taken  effedual  mea- 

•  The  original  is  omitted. 
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furcs  to  keep  it  fecret  from  her,  but  It  is  a  fe- 
cret  which  cannot  long  be  kept ;  and  the  bare 
idea  of  the  pang,  which  Ihe  tdo  foon  muft  feel, 
and  the  probable  efFeSs  of  that  pang  on  her 
delicate  conftitution,  now  particularly  ener-. 
vated  by  the  hot  feafon,  give  me  a  degree  of 
anguifh,  which  I  never  before  felt,  Mr.  Shore 
has  kindly  promifed  to  take  care,  that  all  her 
letters  by  the  Indiamen  fhall  be  fent  in  a  feal- 
cd  packet  to  me,  that  I  may  feledt  for  her 
fitft  pcrufal  the  letter  from  her  wifeft  friend, 
fhe  dowager  Lady  Spencer,  whofe  hand-writ- 
ing I  cannot  miftake  ;  I  wifh  I  could  fupprefs 
them  all,  but  that  is  impoflible.     The  pain  of 
lofing  our  parents,  time,  and  time  only,  will 
mitigate  j  but  my  dread  is,  that  the  firft  fhock 
will  have  fome  terrible  cfft&,  on  her  health, 
and  this  fear  haunts  me  night  and  day.    That 
your  letters  may  contain  the  moft  comfortable 
news,  and  that  I  may  fee  you  on  Wednefday 
in  perfect  health,  is  the  hearty  wifti  of, 
My  dear  Sir, 
Your  faithful  and  aifedionate 

William  Jones. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore^  Efq. 

June  9;  1789^ 

I  am  glad  Jayadeva*  pleafes  you,  and 
thank  you  for  the  fublime  period  of  Hooker; 
of  which  1  had  only  before  feen  the  firft  part. 
His  idea  of  heavenly  and  eternal  law  is  juft 
and  noble ;  and  human  law  as  derived  from 
it,  muft  partake  of  the  praife  as  far  as  it  is 
perfeftly  adminiftered;  but  corruptio  optimi 
Jit  pejjtma^  and  if  the  adminiftration  of  law 
fhould  ever  be  corrupted,  fome  future  philo- 
fopher  or  orator  will  thus  exhibit  the  reverfe 
of  the  medaL 

^  Of  law  there  can  be  no  more  acknowledg- 
*'  ed,  than  that  her  feat  is  the  ftore-houfe  of 
**  quirks,  her  voice  the  diflbnance  of  brawls ; 
"  all  her  followers  indeed,  both  at  the  bar  and 
**  below  it,  pay  her  homage,  the  very  leaft  as 
*'  gaining  their  fhare,  and  the  greateft  as 
**  hoping  for  wealth  and  fame ;  but  kings, 
**  nobles,  and  people  of  what  condition  foever, 

*  Gitagovinda,  or  the  songs  of  Jayadeva  j  Works,  vol. 
iv.  p.  236. 
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**  though  each  In  different  fort  and  manner, 
"  yejt  all  have  uniformly  found  their  patience 
^  exhayfted  by  her  delays,  and  their  purfe  by 
**  her'boundlefs  demands*" 

*  *  *  *  The  parody  was 
fo  obvious,  that  I  could  not  refrain  from  fhew- 
ing  you  the  wrong  fide  of  the  tapeftry,  with 
the  fame  figures  and  flowers,  but  all  maimed 
and  difcoloured. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  J.  Shore^  Efq. 

1789. 

We  have  finifhed  the  twentieth,  and 

laft  book  of  Guicciardini*s  Hiftory,  the  mofl 

authentic,  I  believe  (may  I  add,  I  fear)  that 

*  The  reader  will  thank  me  for  giving  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  perusing  the  passage,  at  the  close  of  the  first 
book  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Polity,  which  Sir  William  Jones 
has  parodied.  ^ 

**  Of  law,  there  can  be  no  less  acknowledged  than  that 
**  her  seat  is  the  bosom  of  God,  her  voice  the  harmony 
"  of  the  wjorld :  all  things  in  Heaven  and  Earth  do  her 
•*  homage,  the  very  least  as  feeling  her  care,  and  the 
**  greatest  as  not  exempted  from  her  power;  both  an- 
•*  gels  and  men,  and  creatures  of  what  condition  soever, 
€*  though  each  in  different  sort  and  manner,  yet  all  with 
*•  uniform  consent,  admiring  her  as  the  mother  of  their 
*'  peace  aiid  joy.'^ 
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ever  was  compofcd.  I  believe  it,  becaufe  the 
hiflorian  was  an  a^tor  In  his  terrible  drama, 
and  perfonally  knew  the  principal  performers  in 
it ;  and  I  fear  it,  becaufe  it  exhibits  the  woe* 
ful  piflrure  of  fociety  in  the  15th  and  i6th 
centuries.  If  you  can  fpare  Reid,  we  are  now 
ready  for  him,  and  willreftore  his  two  volumes 
pn  our  return  from  Crilhna-nagun 

When  we  meet,  I  will  give  you  a«  account 
of  my  progrefs  in  dete(9ing  a  moft  impudent 
fraud,  in  forging  a  Sanfcrit  book  on  oaths,  by 
Hindus,  fmce  I  faw  you.  The  book  has 
been  brought  to  me,  on  a  few  yellow  Bengal 
leaves  apparently  modern.  The  Brahman, 
who  brought  it  from  Sambhu  Chandra  Rai, 
faid  it  was  twelve  years  old  ;  I  believe  it  had 
not  been  written  twelve  days.  He  faid  the 
original  work  of  Mahadeva  himfelf,  from 
which  the  prohibition  of  fwearing  by  the  wa- 
ter of  the  Ganges  was  extrafled,  was  at 
Crifhna-nagur.  I  defired  him  to  tell  Sam- 
bhu Chandra,  who  wants  me  to  admit  him  a 
fuitor,  in  forma  pauperis,  without  taking  his 
oathy  that  unlefs  he  brought  me  the  original^ 
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and  that  aj)parently  ancient,  I  fhould  be  con* 
yinced  that  he  meant  to  impofe  upon  me* 

Sir  William  fortes  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Sept.  \%  1789. 
You  have  given  Lady  Jones  great 
pleafure,  by  informhig  us  from  fo  good  autho- 
rity, that  a  fhip  is  arrived  from  England ;  fhe 
prefents  you  with  her  beft  compliments. 

Moft  readily  fhall  I  acquiefce  in  any  allevi- 
ation of  Horrebow's*  mifery,  that  you  and 
Sir  Robert  Chambers  fhall  think  juft  and  le- 
gal. I  have  not  one  law  book  with  me,  nor 
if  I  had  many,  fhould  I  perfectly  know  where 
to  look  for  a  mitigation  by  the  court  of  a  Sen- 
tence, which  they  pronounced  after  full  con- 
fideration  of  all  its  probable  efFeds  on  the 
perfon  condemned.    I  much  doubt,  whether 

*  This  man,  a  foreigner,  commanding  a  vessel,  trading 
to  Bengal,  was  convicted  before  the  supreme  court  of  ju- 
dicature, of  purchasing  the  children  of  natives,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  them  out  of  the  country,  and 
selling  them  as  slaves.  It  was  the  first  instance  of  an 
attempt  of  this  kind ;  he  was  prosecuted  by  order  of 
the  government  of  Bengal,  and  since  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  Horrebow,  the  attempt  has  not  been 
repeated. 
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k  can  legally  be  done ;  nor  do  I  think  tte  p6^ 
tition  ftates  any  urgent  reafon  for  ^it*  Firft^ 
he  mentions  lojes  already  fujtained  (not  there- 
fore to  be  prevented  by  his  enlargement),  and^ 
in  my  opinion,  they  cannot  eafily  be  more 
than  he  deferves.  Next,  his  wife's  health  may 
have  been  injured  by  his  difgrace,  and  may 
ti6t  be  reftored  by  our  fliortening  the  time  of 
his  confinement,  which,  if  I  remember,  is  al- 
moft  half  expired,  and  was  as  fliort  as  jufticc 
tempered  with  lenity  would  allow.  His  own 
health  is  not  faid  to  be  afFe<9:ed  by  the  impri- 
fonment  in  fuch  a  place,  at  fuch  a  feafon,  for 
if  it  were  proved  that  he  were  dangeroufly  ill, 
we  might,,  I  fuppofe,  remove  him  to  a  healthier 
place,  or  even  let  him  go  to  fea,  if  able  fur- 
geons  fwore,  that  in  their  ferious  opinion,  no- 
thing elfe  could  fave  his  life.  That  is  by  no 
means  the  cafe,  and  I  confefs  I  have  no  com- 
paflSon  for  him ;  my  cpmpaffiotl  is  for  the 
cnflaved  children  and  their  parents.  Never- 
thelefs  I  know  the  benevolence  of  your  heart, 
and  fliall  approve  whatever  you  and  Sir  R.  C, 
may  do,  if  any  precedent  can  be  found  or  r©- 
ijfc-V.IL  N 
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Golleded  Df  a  ptmer  in  the  court  lo  db  what 
is  now  ptayOd, 

I  ac&,  &c. 

Prince  jidam  Gznrtory^  to  Sir  fT.  Jones. 

Sept.  20,  If 68. 

It  is  but  a  fortnight  ago  fince  the 
^  gentleman^  to  whom  the  moft  flattering  proof 
of  your  kind  remembrance  was  colnmittfed^ 
delivered  it  into  my  hand.    I  received  it  with  a 
j  oined  fentiment  of  gratitude  and  *of  vanity.  It 
will  be  an  eafy  tafk  for  you  to  find  out  why  I 
am  grateful,  and  every  body>  hul  yourfelf, 
will  foon  hit  upon  the  reafons^  why  your  hav- 
ing thought  of  me  makes  tne  vitin. 

The  letter^  the  idea  of  the  man  who  wf  ote 
it,  the  place  from  whence  it  came»  the  kii-» 
guage  x>f  |iafez,  aftl  that  put  together,  &t  tnj 
imagination  at  cfnce  i)i  a  bk2e^  i^tjti  wafted 
me  over  in  a  wifii  from  the  Pole  to  the  I;n— 
.  dies.  It  has  awakened  a  train  Of  ideas,  v^hkh 
lay  dormacnt  for  a  while,  tod  rekifadled  taj 
fomewhat  forgotten  heat  for  the  Oriental 
mufes,  which  is  not  however  to  be  put  on  the 
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account  of  inconftsuicy,  bqt  to  njy  having  IjgeQ 
croffed  in  my  love  for  them,  V^ry  np4r  w  mijch 
a^  Sir  Roger  de  Coverly  is  fald  to  h^ve  been, 
in  his  addrefles  to  his  unjdnd  widow*  Tfee  w^t 
broke  out  of  late,  4epriye4  me  of  tpy  jAft  te* 
fourc?,  which  ww  »  dervifii  native  of  Sj^roflTr 
cand,  who  was  juft  com^  to  Jiv.e  with  VPfi  ia 
the  C8|>acity  of  munfhi,  We  rieUgiou^  ze.4 
would  not  allow  hi«i  to  continue  Piil:  of  fight 
of  the  ^ngiale  $hfirif^  fo  he  hftftfiB^  baek  19 
his  brethren.     After  !tJu^  pecepf^on  of  yipujr 
ktter  I  gtievod  ^jyi  i^oxt  iu  fe^^n^myfelf  de* 
prived  of  proper  and  ^afy  weans  to  cultivate  fo 
intereftiAg  ^  branch  of  learning,  ^n^  c<wld  upj: 
forbear  Gifting  an  i|npar(ient  reflexion  pn^;^ 
warlike  fpirit^  whofe  ii^ueoce  l^yes  nothing 
happy,  nothing  nndifturbed.    The  acquifi*iop 
of  a  lapguag^  will  ©Iw^ys  a|)pear  to  me  .mui^ 
more  yalugble  than  th«  of  a  dcfert.     The 
fudden  depar<ur;e  «f  !iny  deryifh  has,  I  find^ 
fouried  mj  tewper  agaioft  xonqu,eft  atuj  con- 
querors.    I  wifhed  it  wafi  in  my  power  to 
fweeten  it  again  by  the  charms  of  your  inter- 
courfe,  under  the  benign  influence  of  the  cli- 

N  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


180 

mate  you  inhabit.  How  happy  fliould  I  think 
myfelf  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  leifure  hours, 
in  perufing  a  country  where  every  objed  is 
worth  dwelling  upon,  in  paying  a  vifit  to  the 
Rajah  of  Kifnagoor,  with  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation  from   your  hand!     But,  whilft, 
with  a  heated  fancy,  I  am  expatiating  on  thofe 
delightful  fubjefts,  I  find  myfelf  in  reality  cir- 
cling in  a  round  of  things  as  little  fuiting  with 
my  inclination,  as  the  roughnefs  of  the  heaven 
docs  with  my  conftitution;  for,  quid  f rigor e 
farmatico  pejus  ?  which  becomes  ftill  more  in- 
tolerable^ if  you  add  to  it  the  inarSio  et  inglch 
rius  labor^  to  which  we   ?ire  unfortunately 
doomed.     I  cannot  finifh  this  letter  without 
repeating  to  you  the  warmeft  acknowledg- 
ment of  your  kind  remembrance.     I  fiiall  be 
certain  tp  preferve  it  for  ever,  if  the  higheft 
degree  of  efteem  for  your  eminent  qualities 
and  talents,  and  the  moft  fmcerc  regard  for 
your  perfon,  are  fufficient  titles  to  enfure  it. 
I  am  invariably,  &c. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 

Sept.  17,  1789. 
DEAR  SIR  JOSEPH^ 

The  feafon  for  paying  my  annual 
epiftolary  rents  being  returned  with  the  rough 
gales  of  the  autumnal  equinox,  I  am  eager  to 
offer  my  tribute,  where  it  is  moft  due,  to  my 
bcft  landlord,  who,  inftead  of  claiming,  like 
the  India  company,  fixteen  fhillings  in  the 
pound  for  the  neat  profits  of  my  farm  (I  fpeak 
corredily,  though  metaphorically)  voluntarily 
offers  me  indulgences,  even  if  I  fliould  run  in 
axxears.  e^ 

You  have  received,  I  truft,  the  pods  of  the 
fineft  Dacca  cotton,  with  which  the  commer- 
cial refident  at  that  ftation  fupplied  me,  and 
which  I  fent  by  different  conveyances,  fome 
inclofed  to  yourfelf,  fome  to  Sir  George 
Young,  and  fqme  by  private  hands.  But  I 
have  always  found  it  fafer  to  fend  letters  and 
fmall, parcels  by  the  public  packet,  than  by 
carelefs  and  inconfiderate  individuals.  I  am 
not  partial  to  the  pryangu^  which  I  now  find 
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Is  Its  true  name;  but  Mr.  Shore  found  be^ 
nefit  ffbih  it,  and  firodiit'ed  the  frefh  plants 
firorA  Arricin,  which  died  unluckily  in  their 
way  to  Calcutta,  But  ferioufly,  it  defervis  a 
longer  trial  before  its  tonic  virtues,  if  it  have 
any,  can  be  afcdrtained.  It  i§  certainly  hot  fia 
fihe  a  bitter  as  camomile  or  columbo  mot, 

I  wifli  politics  at  the  devil^  but  hope  that^ 
when  the  King  recovered,  fcience  revived.  It 
giVes  me  great  ^ain  to  knowj  that  party  as  It 
js  called  (I  call  it  faction,  bccaufe  I  hold  party 
to  be  grfounded  oh  principles,  and  faction  on 
felf-inteireft,  whiph  excludes  all  principle) 
has  found  its  w^  into  a  literary  club,  who 
meet  reciprocally  to  impart  and  receive  new 
ideas,  I  have  deep-rooted  political  principles, 
which  the  law  taught  me :  but  I  jQiould  never 
think  of  introducing  theih  among  men  of  fd^ 
tnce,  and  if,  on  my  return  to  Europe  ten  or 
twelve  years  hence,  I  ftiould  not  find  more 
fcience  than  politics  in  the  club,  my  feat  in  it 
^ill  be  at  the  fervice  of  any  politician  who 
jnay  wifli  to  be  one  of  the  party. 

An  intimate  friend  of  Mn  Blane  has  writ-r 
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ten  to  hjm,  at  my  requeft,  for  the  acwly  dif- 
covered  fragrant  grafs  J  and  flioiddthp  plants 
be  fent  before  the  laft  ihips  of  the  feafon  faiU 
they  Ihall  be  fent  to  you.     Whether  they  be 
the  nard  of  the  ancients,  I  muft  doubt,  be- 
caufe  we  have  fweet  graiTes  here  of  innumer- 
able fpecies;   and  Reuben  Burrow   brought 
me  an  odoriferous  grafs  from  the  place  where 
the  Ganges  enters  India^  and  where  it  covers 
whole  acres,  and  perfumes  the  whole  country. 
From  his  account  of  it,  I  fuipedt  it  to  be  Mr. 
Blane*s ;  but  I  could  make  nothing  of  the  dry 
fpecimens,  except  that  they  differ  widely  from 
the  Jatamanji,  which  I  am  perfuaded  is  the 
Indian  nard  of  Ptolemy.     I  can  only  procure 
the  dry  Jatamanji^  but  if  I  can  get  the  ftalks, 
roots,  and  flowers  from  Butan,  I  will  fend 
them  to  you.     Since  the  death  of  Koenig,  we 
are  in  great  want  of  a'proflfefled  botanift.     I 
have  twice  read  with  rapture  the  Vhilofophia 
Botanica,  and  have  Murray's  edition  of  the 
*'  genera  et  fpecies  plantarum**  always  with 
me  J  but,  as  I  am  no  lynx,  like  Linnaeus,  I 
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cannot  examine   minute  bloflbms,  efpecially 
thofe  of  graffes. 

We  are  far  advanced  in  the  fecond  volume 
ef  our  Tranfadiions, 

3ir  William  Jones  %<>  John  Wilmot^  Efq. 

/ 

Sept.  20, 1789, 

^Every  fentenee  in  your  letter  gave 
jne  great  pleafure,,  and  particularly  the  pleaf- 
ing  and  juft  account  of  your  truly  venerable 
father.  Lady  Jones,  after  the  firft  pang  for 
the  lofs  of  hers,  refigned  herfelf  with  true 
piety  to  the  will  of  God.  She  ig  very  weak;, 
and  always  ill  during  the  heats.  I  have  been, 
ever  fmce  my  feafoning,  as  they  call  it,  per^ 
fedly  well,  notwithftanding  inceflant  bufmefs 
feven  hgurs  in  a  day,  for  four  or  five  months 
in  a  ye^r,^  and  unremitted  application,  during 
the  vacations,  to  a  vaft  and  interefting  ftudy, 
H  complete  finowle^ge  of  Iridia^  w}iich  I  cap 
only  attain  in  the  country  itfelf,  and  I  do  not 
mean  to  ftay  in  the  country  longer  than  tli^e 
}a|l  year  of  the  eighteenth  century.  I  rej(35ce 
that  the  King  is  well,  but  take  no  intereft  i^ 
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the  contefts  of  your  ariftocratical  fadiions.  The 
time  never  was,  when  I  would  have  enlifted 
under  the  banners  of  any  fadlion,  though  I 
might  have  carried  a  pair  of  colours,  if  I  had 
not  Ipurned  them,  in  either  legion.  My  party 
is  that  of  the  whole  people,  and  my  principles, 
which  the  law  taught  me,  are  only  to  be  chang- 
ed by  a  change  of  exiftence. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Mr.  Juftice  Hyde. 

Oct.  20, 1789. 

Though  I  hope,  my  dear  Sir,  to  be 
with  you  almoft  as  foon  as  this  letter,  yet  I 
write  it  becaufe  it  is  the  laft  that  I  ihall  write 
to  any  one  for  the  next  eleven  months,  and  I 
feel  fo  light,  after  the  completion  bf  my  fevere 
epiftolary  talk,  that  I  am*  difpofed  to  play  a 
.    voluntary.     I  have  anfwered  fifty' very  long 
letters  from  Europe,  and  a  multitude  of  fhort 
ones ;  among  the  reft,  I  had  one  from  the 
Chief  Baron,  who  defires  his. remembrance  to 
you  by  the  title  of  his  old  and  worthy  friend. 
Another  from  Mafter  Wilmot  informs  me, 
'  jhat  his  father,  Sir  Eardley,  had  nearly  ended 
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his  eightieth  year,  with  as  good  health,  4a4 
as  clear  intelledts,  as  he  ever  had  in  the  prime 
of  life.  When  I  exprefs  a  hopp  of  feewg  yqu 
in  two  or  three  days,  it  U  only  a  hope  j  for 
I  ihall  afiiront  the  Mandarin  at  Chinfura*,  if 
I  do  not  make  my  annual  viftt  to  him ;  npw 
I  can  only  vifit  him  at  night,  and  the  win4 
and  tide  may  delay  me,  as  they  did  laft  year. 
In  all  events,  I  fliall  be  with  you  if  I  live,  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week,  as  I  am  preparing 
to  go  on  board  my  pinnace.  Befides  my 
annuities  of  Europe  letters,  which  I  pay  at 
this  feafon,  I  have  been  winding  lip  all  the 
odds  and  ends  of  all  n\y  private  ox  literary 
concerns,  and  fhali  dttiok  of  notbwg  for  eleycfi 
montihs  to  come,  byt  iaw,  European  or  Ia-* 
^ian.  1  have  written  four  papers  fear  our  ex- 
piling  fociety,  on  very  cwious  fubjedls,  ^uEvd 
have  prepared  materials  for  a  difcourie  on 
the  Cfcinefe :  the  fociety  is  a  puny,  ricketjy 
child,  aiid  muft  be  fed  with  pap  ;  nor  fliall  it 
die  by  my  faulty  but  die  itmuft^  for  I<:annot 
«Jo33e  fupport  it.  In  mj  youthful  days,  I 
• '  Mr.  Titsingh,  Governor  of  Chinsura.    • 
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was  always  ready  to  join  in  a  dance  or  acoo'* 
cert,  but  I  could  nfever  bring  myfelf  to  dance 
a  folitary  hornpipe,  or  to  play  a  folo.  When 
I  fee  Titfingh  (who,  by  the  way^  will  nercr 
write  any  thing  for  us,  as  long  as  his  own 
Batavian  fociety  fubfifts),  I  will  procure  full 
information  concerning  the  pincuChion  ricCt 
and  will  report  it  to  you.  Lady  Jones  b  as 
ufual,  atid  fends  her  beft  remembrance.  I 
too  am  as  ufual,  and  as  ever,  dear  Sir^  your 
^tfaful^  &c« 

William  Jonxs^, 

Sir  fFilHam  Jones  to  J.  Shorty  Ef^. 

OU.2Q,  17«9- 
Your  approbation  of  Sacontala,  gives 
at  leaft  as  much  pkafure  to  the  tranflator  as 
you  had  from  the  perufal  of  it^  and  would  en-« 
courage  me  to  traaflate  more  dramas,  if  I 
were  not  refolved  to  devote  all  my  time  to 
law,  European  and  Indian. 

The  idea  of  your  happiness,  (and  few  men 
have  a  brighter  profpedl  of  it  than  yourfelf,)  ^ 
reconciles  me  to  our  approaching  feparation, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


188 
though  it  muft  be  very  long:  for  I  wift  not 
fee  England,  while  the  interefted  fadtions 
which  diftradt  it,  leave  the  legiflature  no  time 
for  the  great  operations  which  are  effential 
,  for  public  felicity,  while  patriotic  virtues  are 
derided  as  vifionary,  and  while  the  rancour  ois^ 
contending  parties  fills  with  thorns  thofe  par- 
ticular focieties,  in  which  I  hoped  to  gather 
nothing  but  rofes.  I  am  forry  (for  the  meta- 
phor brings  to  my  mind  the  Bojiani  Kheiyat^J 
that  the  garden  of  fancy  fhould  have  as  many 
weeds  as  that  of  politics.  Surajelhak,  pro- 
nounced it  with  emphafis,  a  wonderful  work  j' 
and  a  young  Muflulman  aflured  me,  that  it 
comprifed  all  the  fineft  inventions  of  India 
and  Perfia*  The  work  will  probably  mend 
as  it  proceeds. 

We  muft  fpare  ourfelves  the  pain  of  taking 
a  formal  leave ;  fo  farewelL  May  you  live 
happy  in  a  free  country ! 

I  am,  &c. 

*         *         ♦         *      ^  *        '* 

*  The  Garden  of  Fancy,  the  title  of  an  Eastern  ro-r* 
inance  in  Persian,  in  sixteen  quarto  volumes. 
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*rhe  affedionate  wilh  which  Concludes 
ttiefe  extfads  from  the  correfpondence  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  was  dictated  by  the  circum* 
ftance  of  my  departure  from  India :  it  has 
been  verified ;  and  the  recoUeftion  of  the  place, 
which  I  held  in  his  efteem,  however  accom- 
panied with  regret  for  his  death,  is  an  addi- 
tional fource  of  that  happiness,  which  he 
wiflied  me  to  enjoy. 

Among  other  literary  occupations  in  which 
he  employed  himfelf  during  the  two  laft  years, 
it  is  to  be  noticed,  that  he  undertook  the  of- 
fice of  editor  of  the  elegant  poem  of  Halefi^ 
©n  the  unfortunate  loves  oiLaili  and  Mujuoon^ 
an  Arabian  youth  and  princefs.  The  benevo- 
lent objeft  of  his  labours  renders  them  inter- 
cfting,  as  the  book  waspubliflied  at  his  own 
cxpenfe,  with  a  declared  appropriation  of  the 
produce  of  the  fsJe,  to  the  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors  in  the  gaol  at  Calcutta. 

In  theEnglifli  preface  to  the  Perfian  work,  he 
has  given  a  tranflationof  five  diftichsin  themea- 
fure  of  the  original,  and  has  fliewn  that  a  bar^^ 
tranfpofition  of  the  accents  gives  five  EngJilh 
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and  others  ekgiac.  As  a  metrical  curiofity,  I 
firft  tranfcrlbe  th#  lines  in  the  meaTure  of  the 
originalf  withatranfpofedverfioaof  the  cou- 
plets ia  the  EngUfhiform : 

With  cheeks  where  eternal  paradise  bIoom'<l> 
Sweet  Laili  the  soul  of  Kais  had  consum'd. 
Transported  her  heavenly  graces  he  viewM : 
Of  slumber  bo  more  he  thought,  nor  of  food* 
Love  rais'd  in  their  glowing  bosoms  his  throne^ 
Adopting  the  chosen  pair  as  his  own. 
Together  on  flowery  scats  t»hey  repos'd : 
Their  lips  not  one  idle  moment  were  cIosM* 
. '  To  mortals  they  gave  no  hint  of  their  smart: 
Love  only  the  secret  drew  from  each  heart* 

TRANSPOSITIONT. 

With  cheeks  where  paradise  eternal  bloomed. 
Sweet  Laili  had  the  soul  of  Kais  coiisumM* . 
Her  heav'nly  graces  he  transported  view'd  : 
No  more  he  thought  of  slumber,  nor  of  food* 
Lone  in  their  glowing  ;bo8omsjrais'd  his  throne^ 
The  chosen  pair  adopting  as  his  own. 
On  flowery  seats  together  they  reposed  1 
Their  lips  one  idle  mbment  iwere  not  closy. 
No  hint  they  gave  to  mortals  of  their  sm^rt : 
Love  only  drew  the  secret  from  each  heart. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that,  in  the 
caiflieflr  periods  of  his  education^  Sir  William 
Jqdcs  had  applied  himfelf  with  uncommon 
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ftlTiduky  to  the  ftudy  of  pro^dy^  and,  as  he 

advanced  ia  \he  a^quiiitioft  of  ttew  ddale<5fc$^ 

ke  continued  to  cultivate  a  knowkdge  of  the 

laws  of  metre,  which  he  found  of  the  greateft 

Utility,  ia  afcertaining  the  text  of  Oriental  au« 

thors*     In  the  colledion  of  his  works,  we  - 

read  a  translation  of  the  firft  Nemea^  ode  of 

Pindar,  as  nearly  as  poffible  in  the  ifooft  mea- 

ikre  as  the  dtigiaal,  and  anx^^ll  other  com- 

{>oiitions  of  the  fame  kind,  not  intended  for 

|)iabIicaition,  I  *(iHd  a  tranHation  of  an  ode  of 

Sappho,  word  for  word  fit)m  the  original, 

and  fyllaUe  for  fyllable  in  the  iame  meafure, 

by  the  trneft  rules  of  Engiifh  quantity* 

In  the  bc^nning  o£  17S9,  the  iirfl  vokime 
of  the  Refearches  of  the  fociety  was  publifti- 
ed.  The  fele(5lion  ^  the  papers  was  left  to 
the  ju^ment  of  Sir  William  Jones,  and  he 
undertook  the  laborious  and  unpleafant  office 
of  fuperintending  the  printing,  A  diird  part 
of  the  volume,  the  mofl:  interefting  ^as  well  as 
inflxuftive,  is  occupied  by  the  contributions  of 
the  preEdent. 
Having  paiied  half  of  my  liJfe  in  India,  I  o^y^ 
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be  permitted  to  avail  toyfelf  of  the  opporttl-* 
nity  afibrded  by  this  publication,  to  vindicate 
my  fellow-labourers  in  the  Eaft,-from  one 
amongft  many  reproaches  undefervedly  be- 
flowed  upon  them.  A  difinclination  to  ex^ 
plore  the  literature  and  antiquities  of  Hin- 
duftan  has  been  urged,  as  the  natural  confe^ 
quence  of  that  immoderate  purfuit)  of  riches, 
which  was  fuppofed  to  be  die  fole  objed  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
to  engrofs  their  whole  attention.  The  diffi- 
,  culty  attending  the  acquifition  of  new  idioms*^ 
the  obftacles  oppofed  by  the  fears,  prejudices, 
and  the  refeiVe  of  the  natives,  the  conftant 
occupations  of  official  duty,  and  the  injurious 
cffe6l  of  fedentary  application  in  a  tropicatl 
climate  upon  the  eonftitution,  were  unnoticed 
or  difregarded,  and  no  allowances  made  for 
impediments,  which  time  and  perfeverance 
could  alone  furmount* 

The  reproach  was  unmerited;  and  long 
before  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Jones  in  In- 
dia, the  talents  of  feveral  perfons  there  had 
been  employed  with  confider^ble  fuccefs,  not 
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only  to  inveftigations^  hj  wUcK  the  piiblk 
iatereilsu  wer^  eflentidly  ajBifted,  but  to  thoie 
Scientific  refearcbes^  which  he  more  efiedually 
promoted.  The  art  of  printing  had  been 
introduced  into  Bengal,  by  the  untaught  ikiU 
of  Mn  Wilkins^and  had  advanced  to  great  per-^ 
fedion;  and  many  publications  equally  uieful 
and  interefting,  iffued  from  the  prefa  \f hich  he 
had  eilahlifhed. 

The  genius,  example^  and  diredion  of  Sir 
William  Jones^  anticipated  what  time  might 
perhaps  have  efieiSed,  but  with  flower  pro*^ 
grefs.  With  advantages  which  no  European 
in  India  pofiefled,  he  employed  the  afcendancy 
derived  from  his  fuperior  learning^know ledge, 
luad  abilities,  to  form  an  inflitution  for  pro* 
mpting  and  preferving  the  Hterary  labours,  of 
his  countrymen;  and  while  he  exhibited  him^ 
felf  an  example  for  imitation,  and  pointed  out 
in  his  difcpurfes,  thofe  extenfive  inveftigations 
which  he  only  was  capable  of  conceiving,  his 
condu^  was  adapted  to  encourage,  and  invite 
all  who  poITefied  talents  and  knowledge^  to 
contribute  to  the  luccefs  of  the  inflitution. 


life— V.  II.  O 
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The  cftablifhmcnt  of  the  focicty,  which  does 
no  lefs  honour  to  him,  than  to  the  charader 
of  our  countrymen   in'  Afia,  may  hereafter 
form  an  important  article  in  the  general  hif- 
tory  of  arts  and  fciences;  and,  if  the  future 
labours  of  the  members  fhould  be  continued 
with  the  fame  zeal,  the  obligations  of  the  pub- 
lic will  be  proportionably  increafed*.     In  the 
twenty  years  which  have  elapfedfincethisefta- 
blifhment  was  formed,  more  accurate  informal 
tion  on  the  hiftory  and  antiquities,  on  the  arts, 
fciences,  arid  literature  of  India,  has  been  given 
to  the  world,  than  ever  before  appeared;  and 
without  difparaging  the  labours  of  other  invef- 
tigators,  and  the  merit  of  antecedent  publica- 
tions, the  volumes  of  the  Aliatic  Refearches  will 
ever  remain  an  honourable  teftimony  of  the 
zeal  and  abilities  of  the  Britifh  refidents  in 
Hinduftan'f. 

*  Three  volumes  of  the  Asiatic  Researches  were  pub- 
lished before  the  death  of  Sir  William  Jones  5  a  fourth 
was  ready  for  the  press,  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  in  April 
1794,  and  a  seventh  volume  has  since  been  received  in 
England*    ' . 

f  I  cannot  omit  thi^  opportu^iity  of  paying  a  tribute  to 
the  enii|;htened  vierrs  and  enlarged  policy  of  Marquis 
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A  copy  of  this  work  was  tranfmrtted  by  Sit 
William  Jones  to  t^e  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas,  with  a  letter  intimating  a 
w:ifli  that  the  King  would  honour  the  fociety 
by  his  acceptance  of  it,  with  which  his  Ma^ 
jefty  gracioufly  complied*. 

Wellesley,  Govemof-General  of  India,  in  founding  a  toU 
lege  at  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
servants  of  the  East-India  Company,  in  every  branch  of 
Useful  knowledge.  The  plan  of  the  institution  may  per- 
haps have  been  more  extensive  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose,  but  against  the  principle  of  it,  no 
solid  objection  could  be  urged.  The  functions  assigned  to 
the  servants  of  the  East-India  Company,  are  of  great  mag- 
nitude, variety,  and  importance;  and  to  discharge  them 
properly  requires  the  education  of  a  statesman  and  legisla- 
tor, and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  dialects  in  use  in 
Hindustan.  To  enable  the  servants  of  the  Company  to  ac- 
quire the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  du6  discharge  of 
these  important  duties,  was  the  grand  object  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  at  the  same  time  comprehended  the  religious 
instruction,  and  the  superintendance  of  the  mowJs  and 
habits  of  the  pUpils.  Considered  in  a  secondary  and  su- 
bordinate  point  of  view,  it  was  calculated  to  promote  the 
objects  proposed  in,  the  formation  of  the  Asiatic  society* 
A  volume  of  essays  by  the  students  in  the  college  has  been 
published,  which  does  equal  honoiir  to  them  and  to  the 
institution. 

*  The  acceptance  of  the  volume  by  the  King,  was  an- 
nounced by  the  following  letter; 

O  2 
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In  the  fame  year,  Sir  William  presented  to 
the  public  a  tranflaticm  of  an  ancient  Indian 
drama,  tinder  the  title  of  Sacontala,  or  thi 
Fatal  Ring^  exhibiting  a  moft  pkafing  and 
authentic  pifture  of  old  Hindu  manner*,  and 
one  of  the  greateft  curiofities  that  the  Htcra-* 
ture  of  Afia  had  jet  brought  to  light.  Callda9> 
the  author  of  it,  whomSIr  WilUam  Jones  calls 
the  Shakfpeare  of  India,.  lived  m  the  firfl  cen<- 
tury  before  Chrift,  not  many  years  after  Te- 
rence,  and  he  wrote  feveral  other  dramas  and 
poetical  pieces,  of  which  oply  Sacontafa  has 
received  an  European  drefs.     The  violation 
of  the  unities,  as  well  as  the  mixture  of  fo-- 
reign  mythology,  which  conftitutcs  the  ma- 
Lord  Grenville  to  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Dundas. 

Sir,  Whiiehally  Fit.  32,  1790. 

Havkig  laid  b^lore  the  King,  Sir  Wttiiam. 
Jbnes^s  letter  to  you  ^  I  am  directed  by  His  Maj^styi  tosig* 
nify  his  gracious  acceptance  of  the  vohune  feransmitied  by 
you  ^.  and  at  the  same  time  to  exjH-ese  His  Majesty^s  satij^ 
Action  m  the  progress  of  the  sciences  in  the  British  e$ta»- 
blishment  in  India,  and  his  approbation  of  the  important 
undertaking  in  which  Sir  William  Jones  is  engaged. 
I  am,  Sir> 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  W.  Grenvijul£« 
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chinery  of  the  play^  are  irreconcileable  with 
the  purer  tafte,  which  marks  th^  dramat^ 
eompofitioiis  of  Europe :  but,  although  the 
tranilator  declined  ofl^riag  a  criticifm  on  the 
chara<Ster8  and  condud  of  the  play»  i'  from  a 
^^  conyidion  that  the  taftes  of  mea  differ  as 
^^  much  a$  the  fentim^its  and  paifions,  and 
^'  that  in  feeling  the  beauties  of  art  as  in  fmelU 
'*  ing  flowers,  tailing  fruits,  viewing  profpeds, 
"  and  hearing  melody,  every  individual  muft 
**  be  gyided  by  his  own  fenfations  and  the  in- 
"  communicable  affociations  of  his  own  ideas,'* 
we  may  venture  to  pronounce  that,  exclu- 
five  of  the  wild,  pi£turefque,  and  fublime 
imagery  which  charafterifes  it,  the  fimplicity 
of  the  dialogue  in  many  of  the  fcenes,  and  the 
natural  charaders  of  many  of  the  perfonages 
introduced,  cannot  fail  of  exciting  pleafurc 
and  intereft  in  the  reader;  who  will  wifh  with 
me,  perhaps,  that  Sir  William  Jones  had  not 
rigidly  adhered  to  the  determination  which  he 
cxpreffed,  not  to  employ  his  leifure  in  tranf- 
lating  more  of  the  works  of  Calidas. 

In  December  1789,  the  author  of  thcfe  me- 
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moirs  was  compelled,  by  the  reiterated  attacks 
of  fevere  indifpofition,  to  leave  India,  For  an 
account  of  the  occupations  of  Sir  William 
•Jones,  from  that  period  to  his  return,  I  refer 
to  his  correfpondence,  beginning  with  a  letter 
from  Count  Reviczki*;  the  reader  will  fee 
with  pleafure,  that  the  mutual  regard  profefled 
by  the  two  friends  had  fuffered  no  abatement 
from  tiipe  or  feparation, 

tondoriy  June  30,  1789. 

By  the  Veftal  frigate,  which  was  to 
convey  Lord  Cathcart  to  China,  I  wrote  an 
anfwer  to  your  elegant  Perfian  letter,  which 
I  received  through  Mr,  Elmfley,  It  was  a 
moft  agreeable  proof  to  me,  that  I  was  ftill 
honoured  with  a  place  in  your  remembrance, 
nptwithftanding  the  diftance  which  feparates 
us.  I  have  fince  learned,  that  Colonel  Cath- 
cart died  on  the  voyage;  and  as  the  Veftal,  in 
confequence  of  this  event,  returned  to  Eng- 
land, I  am  not  without  apprehenfion,  that  my 
letter  never  reached  you.  I  have  fmce  received 

'  *  Appendix,  No.  38, 
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^a  moft  fupcrb  work  printed  at  Calcutta,  and 
which  would  do  honour  to  the  firft  printing- 
t>ffice  in  Europe,  accompanied  with  an  elegant 
and  obliging,  letter.  I  recognized  in  it  the 
hand  of  a  fkilful  penman,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  judge;  for  I  have  fo  long  negle<9:ed  the  cul- 
tivation of  Oriental  literature,  that  I  am  almoft 
as  much  a  ftranger  to  it,  as  if  I  had  never 
learned  it,  I  have  never  yet  feen  fo  elegant 
a  fpecimen  of  Oriental  typography,  as  that 
in  the  Perfian  poem  with  which  you  favoured 

me. 

1  cannot  exprefs  how  much  I  regret  the 
lofs  of  your  fociety  during  my  refidence 
in  London,  which  would  have  afforded  me 
fo  much  gratification;  and  I  doubt  if  I  fhall 
have  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  it  after  your 
return,  as  I  muft  foon  enter  upon  the  new  oflSce 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  emperor,  of  minifter 
at  Naples.  But  whatever  my  deftination  may 
.  be,  of  this  you  may  be  affured,  th^t  neither 
^bfence  nor  diftance  will  ever  weaken  my  at- 
taghment  to  you,  and  that  during  life  I  ihall 
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conlklcr  myfetf  equally  bound  by  graftitudie 
and  mclination  tdprdferve  it, 
1  am,  Sir, 
Yotnr  iiiofl:  obedient  liumble  fervanft, 

Count  Reviczki, 

Sir  Wiiliam  J'ones  to  Dr.  Prices 

Crt/bna^nagur^  Sept.  14,  1790. 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  give'  you  niy  warmeft  thanks  for 

your  frjgndly  letter,  and  acceptable  prefent 

of  an  admirable  difcoyrfe,  which  I  have  read 

with  great  delight. 

*  *  *       .    *  «  •\yg 

have  twenty  millions  (I  fpeak  with  good  in-, 
formation)  of  Indian  fubje6ls,  whofe  l?iws  I 
am  now  compiling  and  arranging,  ip  the  hope 
of  fecuriag  their  property  to  themfelves  and 
their  heirs.  They  are  pleafed  with  the  work; 
hut  it  makes  me  a  very  bad  (jorrefponcjent,  I 
had  flattered  myfelf  with  a  hc^e  of  making 
^  vifit  to  our  venerable  friend  at  Philadelphia, 
t)cfore  therctreat  which  I  meditate  tojny  hum- 
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ble  cottage  in  Middlefex;  but  God's  will  be 
done.  Weihall  meet,  I  devoutly  hope,  ia  a 
happier  Hate. 

To  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford^  Principal  of  Magdalen 
HaU,  Oxford. 

Though  I  am  for  the  beft  of  reafons  the 
worft  of  correfpOndents,  yet  I  ^1  no  longer 
delay  to  tluink  you  for  your  £iendly  letter  of 
the  fourth  of  February^  and  for  your  kind  at- 
tentions to  Colonel  Potien  You  have  a  much 
better  correfpoad^nt  in  Mr.  Langks,  whole 
patriotifm,  I  hope,  wUl  fucceed,  and  whofe 
Perfian  literature  wiU  be  »  fource  of  delight  to 
him,  if  not  to  the  puWic,  Mr,  WehFs  favour 
never  reached  me^  or  I  would  have  anfwered 
it  immediately,  and  I  requeft  you  to  inform 
him  of  my  difappointment.  The  chances  are 
about  three  to  one  againft  your  receiving  this ; 
and  the  fear  of  writing  for  the  fport  of  winds 
and  waves^  difheartens  ^e  whenevo:  I  takq 
up  ^  pen. 
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Sir  William  Jones  to  William  Shipley,  Efq, 

Cri/bna-nagur^  05f.  II,  1790. 
PEAK  SIR, 

The  fhips  which  brought  your  kind  let- 
ters arrived  fo  near  the  end  of  my  fliort  vaca- 
tion, that  I  have  but  juft  time  to  thank  you 
^r  them,  as  I  do  moft  heartily,  as  well  as  for 
your  acceptable  prefents,  Anna  Maria  has 
►  recovered  from  the  pang  which  the  fad  intel- 
ligence from  England  gave  her,  and  a  pious 
refignationhasfucceededto  her  natural  anguifli. 
You  arel  hope  quite  recovered  from  your  illnefs, 
and  again  promoting  the  welfare  and  conve- 
nience of  mankind,  by  your  judicious  exer- 
tions and  ingenious  inventions,  to  which  all 
poflible  attention  fhall  be  fliewn  in  this  coun- 
try. May  you  very  long  etyoy  the  pleafure 
of  doing  good,  which  is,  I  well  know,  the  only 
reward  you  feek  !  It  is  now  fettled  here,  that 
the  natives  are  proprietors  of  their  land,  and 
that  it  fhall  defcend  by  their  own  laws.     \ 
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am  engaged  in  fuperintending  a  complete  fyf- 
tem  of  Indian  laws;  but  the  work  is  vaft,  dif- 
ficult, and  delicate ;  it  occupies  all  my  leifm^, 
and  makes  me  the  worft  of  correfjpondents, 
I  truft,  however,  that  long  letters  are  not  ne- 
teflary  to  convince  you,  that  I  am,  &c. 

Sir  William  "Jones  to  Mrs,  Sloper^. 

Crj/bna  nagur,  Ocf.  13,  1790- 

I  deferve  no  thanks  for  the  attentions 
which  it  is  both  my  duty  and  my  delight  to 
fliew  our  beloved  Anna;  but  you  deferve,  and 
I  beg  you  to  accept  my  warmeft  thanks  for  your 
entertaining  letter^  for  your  frequent  kind  re- 
membrance of  me,  and  your  acceptable  pre- 
fent  of  a  fnuj0f-box  in  the  moft  elegant  taftc« 
All  that  you  write  concerning  my  friends,  b 
highly  interefting  to  mej  and  all  pleafing,  ex- 
cept the  contents  of  your  laft  page  j  but  the 
moft  agreeable  part  of  your  letter  is  the  hope 
which  you  exprefs^that  the  Bath  waters  would 

*  Sister  to  Lady  Jones,  and  married  to  William  Ctarles 
3Joper,  Es(j. 
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rcftore  you  to  health :  and  it  gives  me  infinite 
pleafure  to  know,  that  your  hope  has  been 
tfealized.  Anna  will  give  you  a  full  account 
*f  herfeif,  and  will  mention  fome  of  the  many 
Teafons,  that  make  me  a  bad  correfpondent, 
I  thank  you  for  Erlkinc's  fpcech,  but  I  was 
myfelf  an  advocate  fo  long,  that  I  never  mind 
what  advocatesTZjf,  but  what  they  prove;  and 
I  can '  only  examine  proofs  in  caufes  brought 
before  me.  I  knew  you  would  receive,  with 
your  ufual  good-natyire  my  fancy  jefts  about 
your  hand-writing,  but  hope  you  will  write 
to  me,  as  you  write  to  Anna,  for  you  know, 
the  more  any  charafter  referabks  pot-hooks, 
&c.  the  better  I  can  read  it.  My  love  to 
Amelia,  and  to  all  whom  you  love,  which 
would  give  them  a  claim,  if  they  had  no 
pther,  to  the  affedion  of, 

My  dear  Madam, 

Your  ever  faithful, 

William  Jones, 
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sir  fF.  Jones  to  Sir  J.  Macpherfon^  Bart 

CijfbfUMtagur,  Oa.  IS^  IIM.^ 

I  give  you  hearty  thanks:  £Dr  your  poft-« 
fcript,  which  (as  you  enjoin  fecrecy)  I  will 
only  allude  to  ambiguoufly,  left  this  letter 
flxould  fall  into  other  hands  than  yours.'  Be 
aJTured^  that  what  I  am  going  to  fay  does  noC 
proceed  from  an  imperfeS  fcnfe  of  your  kind- 
nefs,  but  really  I  want  no  addition  to  my  £m> 
tune^  which  is  enough  for  me ;  ^nd  if  the 
whole  legidature  of  Britain  were  to  offer  mc  a 
different  ftation  from  that  which  1  now  fUV 
fbouki  moll  gratefully  and  reijpedlfuUy  decline 
it.  The  charader  of  an  ambitious  judge  is^  ia 
my  opinioR)  very  dangerous  to  public  juftice; 
and  if  I  were  a  fole  legiflator,  it  fhould  be 
enaded  that  every  judge,  as  well  asevery  bifh<^9 
fhould  remain  for  life  in  the  place  which  he 
firft  accepted.  This  is  not  the  language  of  » 
cynic,  but  of  a  man,  who  loves  his  friends, 
his  country,  and  mankind;  who  knows  the 
fliort  duration  of  human  life,  recollefls  that 
he  hay  lived  four-and- forty  years,  and  ha* 
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learned  to  be  contented.  Of  public  affairs  yd\i 
lirill  receive  better  intelligence,  than  I  am  able 
t6  ^ve  you*  My  private  life  is  fidiilar  to 
that  which  you  remember :  feven  hours  a  day 
cin  an  average  arc  occupied  by  my  duties  as  a 
magiftrate,^and  one  hour  to  the  new  Indian 
^geft,  for  one  hour  in  the  evening  I  read 
aloud  to  Lady  Jones.  We  arc  now  travellings 
to  the  ft)urces  of  the  Nile  with  Mr.  Bruce, 
whofe  work  is  very  iaterefting  and  im- 
portant* The  fecond  volume  of  the  Afiatic 
Tranfa€lions  is  printed,  and  the  third  ready 
for  the  prefer  I  jabber  Sanfcrit  every  day, 
with  the  pundits,  and  hope,  before  I  leave  In* 
dia«  to  underftand  it  as  well  as  I  do  Latin. 
Among  my  letters  I  find  onediredked  to  you; 
I  have  unfealed  it>  and  though  it  only  fhews 
that  I  was  not  Inattentive  to  the  note^  with 
which  you  favoured  me  on  the  eve  of  your 
departure,  yet  I  annex  it,  beeaufe  it  vsras^ours, 
though  brought  back  by  my  fcrvant. 

The  latter  part  of  it  will  raife  melancholy 
ideas;  but  death,  if  we  look  at  it  firmly,  is 
only  jt  change  of  place:  every  departure; of  a 
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friend  Is  a  fort  of  death;  and  we  are  all  con]i«^ 
nually  dying  and  reviving.  We  fhall  all  m^eet  | 
I  hope  to  meet  you  again  in  India;  but, 
wherever  we  meet,  1  expeS  to  fee  you  wdi 
and  happy.  None  of  your  friends  can  wlih 
for  your  health  and  happinefs  more  ardently 
than,  my  dear  Sir,  &c* 

« 
. .  Sir  William  Jones  to  R.  Morris ^  Efq. 

Calcutta^  Oa.  30,  1790- 

When  your  letter  arrived,  I  had  begun 
my  judicial  campaign,  and  am  fo  buly  I  can ' 
only  arifwer  it  very  fliortly.     Lady  J.  and 
myfelf  are  fmcerely  rejoiced,  that  you  have 
fo  good  an  eftabliflxment  in  fo  fine  a  country^ 
Need  I  fay,  that  it  would  give  me  infinite  de- 
light to  promote  your  views?  as  fax  as  I  can,. 
I  will  promote    them,  but   though  I  have 
a    very    extenfive    acquaintance,    1    neither 
have,  nor  can  have,  influence.     I  can  only 
approve  and  recommend,  and  do  my  beft  to 
circulate   your  propofals.     We  are  equally 
obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  invitation,  as  if 
we  had  it  in  our  power  to  accept  it;  but  I  fear 
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ikt  wnfiot  leave  Calcutta  long  ciiotigli  to 
tenfit  ywir  ladian  Montpelier.  As  one 
4if  the  Cymro-doriana,  I  am  wariiily  inter^ 
dfled  m  British  afttiqmties  and  literature ;  but 
ny  honour  k  pledged  for  the  completion  of 
the  new  £g€ft  of  Hindu  laws,  and  I  have  not 
a  moment  to  fparefor  any  other  ftudy* 

Sir  ffiSiam  Janes  to  Sir  J,  Sinclair,  Bart. 
Whitehall. 

CtAfim^nagury  Oct.  15,  1791. 

You  may  rely  upon  my  beft  esadea^ 
vours  to  procure  information  concerning  the 
Afkrtic  wool,  or  foft  hair;  and  the  animals  that: 
carry  it.  I  had  the  pkafure  of  circulating^ 
your  very  interefting  tracts  at  Calcutta,  and 
of  exhibiting  the  fpecimens  of  very  beautiful 
wool  with  which  you  favoured  me.  My 
own  time,  however,  is  engaged  from  raotn- 
ing  to  night  in  difcharging  my  public  duties, 
and  in  arranging  the  new  digeft  of  Indian  laws. 
I  muft  therefore  depend  chiefly  on  others  in 
procuring  the  information  you  aredefirous  of 
obtaining*     Mr.'  Bebb  of  the  board  of  trade, 
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and  Colonel  Kyd  who  fupermtends  the  Com- 
pany's garden,  have  proipifed  to  aflift  me- 
The  wool  of  thefe  provinces  is  too  coarfe  to 
be  of  ufej  but  that  of  Kerman  in  Perfia,  which 
you  l^now  by  the  name  of  Carmanian  wool,  is 
reckoned  exquifitely  fine,  and  you  might  I 
fuppofe  procure  the  ftieep  from  Bombay,  The 
Ihawl  goats  would  live,  I  imagine,  and 
breed,  in  England ;  but  it  is  no  lefs  difficult 
to  procure  the  females  from  Caftimir,  than  to 
procure  mares  from  Arabia.  When  you  fee 
Mr.  Richardfon,  do  me  the  favour  to  give 
him  my  beft  thanks  for  the  parcel,  which  h$ 
fent  me  by  the  defire  of  the  Highland  Society. 

.  Sir  William  Jones,  to  George  Harding^  Efq.   . 

V  Crifina-nagury  03.  \Q^  \19\. 

MY  DEAR  SIR, 

If  the  warmth  of  hearts  were  meafured 
by  the  frequency  of  letters,  my  heart  muft  be  ' 
thought  the  coldeft  in  the  world  ;  but  you,  I 
am  confident,  will  never  apply  fo  /allacious  a 
thermometer.  In  fefious  truth,  I  am,  and 
muft  be ,   the  worft  of  correfpondents  for  the 
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following  reafons  among  a  hundred,  a  ftrong 
glare  and  weak  eyes,  long  tafks  and  fliort  day- 
light, confinement  in  court  fix  hours  a  day, 
and  in  my  chambers  three  or  four,  not  to 
mention  cafual  interruptions  and  engagements. 
You  fpoke  fo  lightly  of  your  complaint,  that 
I  thought  it  muft  be  tranfient,  and  fhould  have 
been  extremely  grieved,  if,  in  the  very  mo^ 
ment  when  I  heard  youTiad  been  ferioufly  ill, 
I  had  not  heard  of  your  recovery. 

Anna  Maria  has  promifed  me  to  fail  for 
iEurope  in  January  1793,  and  I  will  follow 
her,  when  I  can  live  as  well  in  England  on 
my  private  fortune  as  I  can  do  here  on  half 
myfalary.  *  *  * 

I  cannot  but  like  your  fonnets,  yet  wifh, 
you  would  abftain  from  politicks,  which  add 
very  little  to  the  graces  of  poetry. 

Sir  William  Jones  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 

^  Cri/hna-naguryO^.  iS,  1191. 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  your  kind 
letters,  but  perhaps  I  cannot  exprefs  my 
thanks  better  than  by  anfwcring  them  as  ex- 
aftly  as  I  am  able,  ^ 
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*  Firft,  as  to  fending  plants  from  India>  I  beg 
you  to  accept  my  excufes,  and  to  make  them 
to  Sir  George  Young,  for  my  apparent  inatten- 
tion to  fuch  commiflions.  In  fhort,  if  you 
wifli  to  transfer  our  Indian  plants  to  ijie 
Weftem  iflands,  the  Company  muft  direft 
Kyd  and  Roxburgh  to  fend  them,  and  their 
own  captains  to  receive  them,  and  attend  to 
them. 

We  are  in  fad  want  of  a  travelling  botanift, 
with  fome  fliare  of  my  poor  friend  Kocnig's 
knowledge  and  zeal.  A  ftationary  botanift 
would  fix  on  the  indigo-fera,  as  the  chief  ob*- 
jed  of  his  care,  Roxburgh  will  do  much  on 
the  coaft,  if  he  can  be  relieved  from  his  terri- 
ble head-achs,  but  here  we  have  no  afliilance. 

I  have  neither  eyes  nor  time  for  a  botanift, 
yet  with  Lady  Jones's  affiftance,  I  am  conti- 
nually advancing;  and  we  have  examined 
about  1 70  Linnasan  genera.  She  brought  home, 
a  morning  or  two  ago,  the  moft  lovely  epi--^ 
dendrum  that  ever  was  feen,  but  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  it  would  take  up  too  -much  room  in  a 
letter;  it  grew  on  a  lofty  amra,  but  it  is  an 
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air  plant,  and  puts  forth  its  fragrant  enamelled 
-bloflbms  in  a  pot  without  earth  or  water:  none 
of  the  many  fpecies  of  Linnaeus  corrcfponds 
exadly  with  it.     You  muft  not  imagine  that, 
"becaufe  I  am,  ^nd  fhall  be,  fancy  about  the 
Linnaean  language,  that  I  have  not  the  high- 
eft  veneration  for  its  great  author;  but  I  think 
his  diaion  barbarous  and  pedantic,  particu- 
larly in  his  Philofophia  Botanicay  which  I  have 
a  right  to  critieife,  having  read  it  three  times 
with  equal  attention  and  pleafure.     Had  Van 
Rheede  exhibited  the  Sanfcrit  names  with  ac- 
curacy, we  fliould  not  be  puzzled  with  read- 
ing the  Indian  poems   and   medical  tradls; 
but  in  all   hisr  twelve  volumes,   I  have  not 
found  above  ten  or  twelve  names  corredly 
expreffed,  either  in  Sanfcrit  or  Arabic,  I  Ihall 
touch  again  on  botany,  but  I  proceed  with 
your  firft  letter.     I  have  little  knowledge  of 
Yacob  Bruce ;  but  his  five  volumes,  which  I 
read   aloud,    (except   fome  paflages  which  I 
could  only  read  with  my  eyes)  are  fo  enter- 
taining tlial  I  wiihed  for  five  more,  and  rea- 
dily forgave  not  only  his  miftakes  in  the  bo- 
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tanical  language,  and  in  Arabic,  but  even  hi$ 
arrogance,  which  he  carries  extra  jlammantia 
motnia  mundi. 

Keir's  paper  on  diftilling  I  never  faw  in 
print,  though  I  muft  have  heard  it  read  by  our 
fecretary ;  but  as  the  worthy  author  of  it  is 
in  London,  where  you  will  have  probably 
met  him,  he  will  fatisfy  you  on  the  fub- 
jeft. 

The  madhuca  is,  beyond  a  doubt,  the 
bajjia  \  but  I  can  fafely  affert,  that  not  one  of 
fifty  bloflbms  which  I  have  examined,  had  i6 
filaments,  8  aboVe  the  throat,  and  8  within 
the  tube.  That  Koenig,  whom  I  knew  to  he 
very  accurate,  had  feen  fuch  a  charafter,  I 
doubt  not,  but  he  fhbuld  not  have  fet  it  down 
as  conftant.  I  frequently  faw  26  and  28  fila- 
ments, fometimes  12,  and  the  average  was 
about  20  or  2 2,  By  the  way,  my  excellent 
friend,  you  will  do  us  capital  fervice,  either  by 
printing  Koenig's  manufcripts,  or  by  fending 
us  a  copy  of  them  ;  and  we  will  fend  you  \xx 
return,  npt  only  the  correct  Sanfcrit  names, 
but  the  plants  themfelves,  at  leail  the  feeds. 
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if  you  can  prevail  on  any  captain  to  take  care 
of  them,       *     *      *^*      **      *      * 
That  the  poem  of  Calidas  entertained  you, 
gives  me  great  pleafure,  but  it  diverts  me  ex- 
tremely to  hear  from  others,  that  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  poem  is  doubted  in  England  j  but 
I  am  not  fure  that  my  own  errors  of  inatten- 
tion may  not  have  occafioned  miftakes.     The  . 
ufe  of  the  pollen  in  flowers  is,  I  believe,  well 
known  to  the  Brahmans ;  but  I  am  npt  fure, 
that  I  have  not  added  the  epithet  prolific^  to 
diftinguifh  it  from  common  dujt^  which  would 
have  been  the  exaft  verfion  of  re^nu.     The 
blue  nymphaa^  which  I   have  found  reafons 
for  believing  the  lotus  of  Egypt,  is  a  native  of- 
Upper  India ;  here  we  have  only  the  white 
and  rofe-coloured.     Filament  is  not  ufed  as  a 
botanical  word,  but  merely  as  a  thread,  and 
the  filaments  for  the  bracelet  are  drawn  from 
the  ftalk  of  the  nympbaa.    The  hart  properly 
fo  called,  may  not  be  a  native  of  Bengal  j  but 
Calidas  lived  at  Ugein,  and  lays  his  fcene  near 
the  northern  mountains;  all  the  reft  is  clear:  bears 
and  boars^  and  all  wildbeafts  have  been  hupted 
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here  immcmorially.  The  cocikp  fings  charm- 
ingly hew  in  the  fpring ;  Policr  will  fliew  you 
drawings  of  the  male  and  female,  but  will  per- 
haps, call  it  co-il:  the  flory  of  its  eggs  always 
firuck  me  as  very  remarkable.  The  amra  is 
mangifera ;  the  mellica,  I  believe,  nyctantbes 
zamiak;  the  madhavi  creeper^  banijieria. 
The  enfa^  I  cannot  fee  in  blolTom.  The 
fwijha  is  mimofa  odoratijjima^  the  pippala,^<«^ 
religiqfa.  If  I  recollect  lacjba^  it  is  not  a  plant, 
but  lac^  Vana  dojini  is  a  Sanfcrit  epithet  of  the 
banijieria.  As  to  nard,  I  know  not  what 
to  fay;  it  the  Greeks  meant  only  fragrant 
grafs,  we  have  nards  in  abundance,  acorus^ 
fchoenus^andropogon^  cyperus^  &e.  But  I  have 
no  evidence  that  they  meant  any  fueh  thing. 
On  Arrian,  or  ratjher  on  Ariftobulus,  we  can- 
not fafely  rely,  as  they  place  cinnamon  in  Ara- 
bia, and  myri  h  in  Perfia.  Should  any  travel- 
ling botanifl  find  the  fpecies  of  andropogon^ 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Blane  in  the  plains  of  Oe- 
drofia,  it  would  be  fome  evidence,  but  would 
at  the  fame  time  prove  that  it  was  not  the  In- 
dian nard,  which  never  was  fuppofed  to  grow 
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in  Pcrfia.  As  at  prefent  advifed,  I  believe  the 
Indian  nard  of  the  ancients  to  have  been  a  va- 
lerian, at  leaft  the  nard  of  Ptolemy,  which  is 
brought  from  the  very  country,  mentioned  by 
him  as  famed  for  fpikenard. 

And  now,  my  dear  Sir  Jofeph,  I  have  gone 
through  both  your  letters:  I  am,  for  many 
good  reafons,  a  bad  correfpondent,  but  princi- 
pally becaufe  the  difcharge  of  my  public  duties 
leaves  me  no  more  time  than  is  fufficient  for 
neceflary  refrefliments  and  relaxation. 

The  laft  twenty  years  of  my  life  I  fhall 
fpend,  I  truft,  in  a  ftudious  retreat;  and  if 
you  know  of  a  pleafant  country  houfe  to  be 
difpofed  of  in  your  part  of  Middlefex,  with 
pafture-ground  for  my  cAttle,  and  garden- 
ground  enough  for  my  amufement,  have  the 
goodnefs  to  inform  me  of  it.  I  fhall  be  tap«- 
py  in  being  your  neighbour,  and,  though  I 
write  little  now,  will  talk  then  as  much  as  you 
pleafe. 

I  believe  I  fhall  fend  a  box  of  ineflimable 
manufcripts,  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic,  to  your 
friendly  care.    If  I  return  to  England,  you  will 
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reftore  them  to  me  ;  if  I  4ie  in  my  voyage  to 
China,  or  my  journey  through  Perfia,  you 
will  difpofe  of  them  as  you  pleafe*.  Wherever 
I  may  die,  I  fhall  be,  while  I  live,  my  dear 
Sir,  &c. 

Six  fFilliam  Jones  to  Warren  HaJitngSj  Efq* 

Cri/hna-nagur^  Off .  20i  1791 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

Before  you  can  receive  this,  you  Vill,  I 
doubt  not,  have  obtained  a  complete  triumph 
over  your  perfecutors;  and  your  charadler 
will  have  rifen,  not  brighter  indeed,  but  more 
confpicuoufly  bright,  from  the  furnace  of  their 
perfecution.  Happy  fhould  I  be  if  I  could 
congratulate  you  in  perfon  on  your  vidory; 
but  though  I  have  a  fortune  in  England,  which 
might  fatisfy  a  man  of  letters,  yet  I  have  not 
enough  to  eftablifh  that  abfolute  independence 
which  has  been  the  chief  end  and  aim  of  my 

*  The  MSS.  here  alluded  to,  after  the  demise  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  were  presented,  together  with  another  large 
collection  of  Eastern  MSS.  to  the  Royal  Society,  by  Lady 
Jones.  A  catalogue,  compiled  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  is  inserted 
in  the  13th  volume  of  Sir  William  Jones's  works. 
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life ;  and  I  mufl  flay  in  this  country  a  few- 
years  longer:  Lady  Jones  has  however  pro^ 
mif^d  me  to  take  her  pafTage  for  Europe  ia 
January  1793,  and  I  will  follow  her  when  I 
can.  She  is  pretty  well,-  and  prefents  her  kind- 
eft  remembrance  to  you  •  and  Mrs.  Haftings, 
whom  I  thank  moft  heartily  for  a  very  oblig- 
ing and  elegant  letter.  My  own  health  has> 
by  God's  bleffing,  been  very  firm,  but  my  eyes 
are  weak,  and  I  have  conftantly  employed 
them  eight  or  nine  hours  a  day.  My  princi- 
pal ^mufement  is  botany,  and  the  converfa- 
tion  of  the  pundits,  with  wham  I  talk  fluently 
in  the  language  ©f  the  Godsi  and  my  bufinefe, 
befides  the  difcharge  of  my  public  duties,  is 
the  tranflation  of  Menu,  and  of  the  digeft 
which  has  been  compiled  at  my  inftance.  Our 
fociety  ftill  fubfifts,  and  the  third  volume  of 
their  Tranfadtions  is  fo  far  advanced,  that  it 
will  certainly  be  publifhed  next  feafon.  Sa- 
muel Davis  has  tranflated  the  Surya  Siddhanta^ 
and  is  making  difcoveries  in  Indian  aftroncf- 
my ;  while  Wilford  is  purfuing  his  geographi- 
cal enquiries  at  Benares, .  and  has  found,  or 
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thinks  he  has  found,  an  account  of  Africa  and 
Europe,  and  even  of  Britain  by  name,  in  the 
Scanda  Puran;  he  has  fent  us  a  chart  of  the 
Nile  from  Sanfcrit  authorities,  and  I  exped 
foon  to  receive  his  proofs  and  illuftrations. 
Of  public  affairs  in  India,  I  fay  little,  becaufc 
I  can  fay  nothing  with  certainty:  the  feafons 
and  elements  have  been  adverfe  to  us  in  My* 
fore.  Farewell,  my  dear  Sir,  and  believe  mc 
to  be  with  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient, 

William  Jones, 

Sir  William  "Jones  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 

Calcuttay  Nov.  19,  1791. 

Since  I  fent  my  letter  to  the  packet  of 
the  Queen,  I  received  the  inclofed  from  a 
Hindu  of  my  acquaintance,  and  I  fend  *  his 
ct(//:)a  flowers,  which  I  have  not  eyes  to  exa- 
mine, efpecially  in  a  feafon  of  bufinefs.  The 
leaves  are  very  long,  with  a  point  exceffively 
long  and  fine,  their  edges  are  rough  down- 
wards, in  other  refpefts  fmooth.  As  this  plant 
is  to  my  knowledge  celebrated  in  the  yeda,  I 
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am  very  defirous  of  knowing   its  Linnsean 

name^     I  cannot  find  it  in  Van  Rheede. 

****** 

The  frequent  allufions  in  thefe  letters  to 
local  or  botanical  fubje6ls,  may  render  them 
particularly  interefting  only  to  the  friends  and 
correfpondents  of  Sir  William  Jones,  but  they 
defcribe  his  occupations  and  contain  his  mind^ 
which  1  wi(h  to  difplay ;  they  exhibit  a  warmth 
of  affedion  for  his  friends,  upright  principles, 
a  manly  independence,  and  a  defire  of  honour- 
able diftin£kion,  combined  with  a  contempt 
for  all  ambition  incompatible  with  his  public 
character.  The  frequent  mention  of  the 
work^  which  he  had  undertaken  is  equally  a 
proof  of  his  opinion  of  the  importance  of  it,  and 
of  his  folicitude  to  make  it  as  perfect  aspoilible. 

The  manner  in  which  he  mentions  the  tra- 
vels of  Mr.  Bruce  fhews,  that  he  was  not.one 
of  the  fceptics  who  doubted  of  his  veracity. 
In  a  paper  which  he  prefented  to  the  fociety 
in  Calcutta,^  he  recites  a  converfation  with  a 
native  of  Abyffinia,  who  had  feen  and  known 
Mr.  Bruce  at  Gwender,   and  who  fpoke  of 
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him  in  Very  honourable  terms.  At  the  period 
of  this  converfation,  the  travels  were  not  pub* 
lifhed ;  but  it  was  too  particular  and  defcrip- 
tive  to  leave  room  for  doubt,  as  to  the  idfentJty 
of  Mr.  Bruce,  and  of  his  having  pa  fled  fome 

years  in  Abyffinia. 

Of  the  correfpondence  of  Sir  William  Jones 
in  1792,  if  it  were  not  altogether  fufpcndcd 
by  his  more  important  fludies  and  avocations, 
no  part  has  been  communicated  to  me.     la 
Mtfch    1793,   I  returned  to  Bengal  with  a 
commifiioh  to  fucceed  Marquis  Cornwallis,  in 
his  ftation  of  Governor-General  whenever  he 
thought  proper  to  relinquifh  it,  and  I  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  find  my  friend,  although  fome- 
what  debilitated  by  the  climate^  in  a  ftate  of 
health  which  promifed  a  longer  duration  of 
life  than  it  pleafed  Providence  to  afiign  td 
,  him.     The  ardour  of  his  mind  had  fuffered 
no  abatement,  and  his  application  was^unre^ 
mitted.    The  completion  of  the  work  which 
he  had  undertaken,   occupied  the  principal 
portion  of  his  leifure,  and  the  remainder  of 
his  time  which  could  be  fpared,  was  as  ufual 
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devoted  to  literary  and  fcientific  purfuitd.  Bo- 
tanical refearcbes  occaflonally  diverted  bi$ 
hours  of  relaxation,  but  be  found  impediments 
to  tbem  from  tbe  weaknefs  of  bis  fight,  and 
heat  of  tbe  climate. 

Tbe  conftitution  of  Lady  Jones,  which  was 
naturally  delicate,  bad  fuffered  fo  mucbfrom 
repeated  attacks  of  indifpofition,  that  a  change 
of  climate  had  long  been  prefcribed  by  tbe 
pbyflcians,  as  the  only  means  of  preferving 
her  life ;  but  her  affe^ionate  attachment  to 
her  bufband  bad  hitherto  induced  her  to  rc-^ 
main  in  India,  in  oppofition  to  this  advice, 
though  with  the  full  convidion  that  tbe  rc^ 
covery  of  her  health,  in  any  conflderable 
degree,  was  impoilible.  She  knew  that  tbe 
obligation  which  be  bad  voluntarily  contradt- 
ed,  to  tranflate  the  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mo- 
hammedan laws,  was  tbe  only,  though  infu- 
.perable  pbftacle  to  bis  accompanying  her,  and 
his  entreaties  were  neceflary  to  gain  her  re^ 
luftant  aflcnt  to  undertake  the  voyage  without 
bis  fociety.  In  tbe  courfe  of  biscorrefpondence, 
we  trace  bis  ardour  to  explore  tbe  new  ob- 
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jefts  of  invcftigation  which  increafing  know- 
ledge had  difcoverad  to  him,  and  an  intention 
to  purfue  the  line  of  his  refearches  through 
Pcrfia  or  China,  by  a  circuitous  rout  to  his  na- 
tive country ;  and  at  an  earlier  period,  when 
the  extent  of  the  field  of  inveftigation  appear- 
ed boundlefs,  he  had  declared  his  determina- 
tion to  remain  in  India  until  the  clofe  of  the 
century,  if  it  fhould  jileafe  God  to  prolong 
his  life.  But  afie6tion  fet  limits  to  his  zeal  for 
knowledge,  and  when  it  was  finally  fettled 
that  Lady  Jones  fhould  return  to  England,  he 
determined  himfeif  to  follow  her  in  the  en- 
fuing  feafon,  hoping  by  this  period  to  have 
difcharged  his  engagements  with  the  govern- 
ment of  India.     She  embarked  in  JDecember 

1793- 
In  the  beginning  of  1794,  Sir  William 

Jones  publifhed  a  work,  in  which  he  had  long 

been  engaged,— a  tranflationof  the  Ordinances 

of  Menu,  comprifing  the  Indian  fyftem  of  du^ 

ties  religious  and  civil  •     This  tafk  was  fug- 

gefted  by  the  fame  motives,  which  had  induced 

him  to  undertake^  the  compilation  of  the  di- 
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geft;  to  aid  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the 
legiflature  of  Great  Britain^  in  fecuring  to  the 
natives  of  India  the  adminifbration  of  juftice^ 
to  a  certain  extent,  hy  their  owci  laws.  Menu 
is  efteemed  by  the  Hindus  the  firft  of  created 
beings,  and  not  the  oldeft  only,  but  the  holieft, 
of  legiflators;  and  his  fyftem  is  fo  comprehen- 
five  and  fb  minutely  exadt,  that  it  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  inftitute  of  Hindu  law,  prefa^ 
tory  to  the  tnore  copious  digeft* 

This  work,  to  ufe  the  words  of  the  tranf- 
lator,  contains  abundance  of  curious  matter, 
cxtrctnely  interefting  both  to  fpccubtive 
lawyers  and  antiquaries,  W'ith  many  beauties, 
which  need  not  be  pointed  out,  and  with  many 
blemifhes,  which  cannot  be  juftified  or  pal- 
liated. It  is  indeed  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm  and 
prieftcraft,  both  limited  by  law,  but  artfully 
conrpiring  to  give  mutual  fupport,  though 
with  mutual  checks;  it  is  filled  with  ftrange 
xionceits  in  metaphyficks  and  natural  philofo- 
phy,  with  idle  fuperftitions,  and  with  a  fcheme 
^f  theology  moft  obfcurely  figurative,  and 
^confequently  liable  to  dangerous    mifconcep- 
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tion;  it  abounds  with  minute  za^  childilh  for^- 
inalities,  with  ceremonies  generally  abfurd,  and 
often  ridiculous ;  the  puniihments  are  partial 
and  painful^  for  fome  crimes  dreadfully  cruel, 
for  others  reprehenfibly  flight :  and  the  very 
morals^  though  rigid  enough  on  the  whole, 
are  in  one  or  two  inftances  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
light  oaths  and  pious  perjury)  unaccountably 
relaxed;  neverthelefs,  a  fpirit  of  fublime  de- 
TOtion,  of  benevolence  to  mankind,  and  of 
amiable  tendemefs  to  all  creatures,  pervades 
the  whole  work  j  the  ftyle  of  it  has  a  certain 
auftere  majefty,  that  founds  like  the  language 
of  legiflation,  and  extorts  a  refpeSful  awe ; 
the  fentiments  of  independence  upon  all  be- 
ings but  God,  and  the  harfh  admonitions  even 
to  kings,  are  truly  noble;  and  the  many  pa- 
negyrics on  the  Gayatri,  the  mother,  as  it  is 
called,  of  the  veda,  prov6  the  author  to  have 
adored,  not  the  vifible  material  fun,  but  that 
divine  and  incomparably  greater  fight,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  moft  venerable  text  in  the 
Indian  Scripture,  which  illumines  al/,  del^bts 
aU^  from  which  ail  proceed,  to  which  allmufi 
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return^  and  which  can  alone  irradiate^  nc^ 
pur  vifual  organsi  but  our  fouls  and  our  in^ 
tdle<as. 

The  appreciation  df  a  work,  which  had  oc- 
cupied fo  large  a  portion  of  his  time  and  at- 
tfcntion,  affords  a  proof  of  the  jucjgment  and 
candour  of  Sir  William  Jones.  The  ordi- 
nances of  Menij  are  by  no  means  calculated 
fof  general  reading ;  but  they  exhibit  the 
manners  of  a  remarkable  people,  in  a  remote 
age,  and  unfold  the  principles  of  the  moral 
and  religious  fyftems,  ta  which  the  Hindus 
have  invariably  adhered,  notwithftanding  their 
long  fubjeSion  to  a  foreign  dominion. 

I  now  prefent  to  the  reader,  the  laft  letter 
which  I  received  from  Sir  William  Jones, 
written  two  months  before  the  departure  of 
Lady  Jones  from  India. 


MY  DEAR  SIR, 


A  few  days  after  I  troubled  you  about' 
the  yacht,  I  felt  a  fevere  pang  on  hearing  of 
your  domeftic  misfortune;  and  I  felt  more  for 
you  than  I  Ihould  for  moft  men,  on  fo  melan- 
choly an  occafion,  becaufe  I  well  know  the 
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fenftbjlity  Df  yt)ur -heart.     The  onl^  topic  of 
ijorifolatipn   happily  prefented  itfelf  to  you: 
reafon  perhaps  might  convince  us,   that  tke 
death  of  a  created  being  never  happens  with- 
out the  will  of  the  Creator,  who  governs  this 
world  by  a  fpecial  interpofition  of  his  provi-* 
dential  care ;  but,  as  this  is  a  truth  which  Re- 
velation exprefsly  teaches  us,  our  only  true 
comfort  in  affliction  muft   be  derived  from 
Chriftian  philofophy,  which  is   fo   far  from 
encouraging  us  to  ftifle  our  natural  feelings, 
that  even  the  divine  Author  of  it  wept  on  the 
death  of  a  friend.  •  This  dodlrine,  though  fu- 
perfluous  to  you,  is  always   prefent  to  my- 
mind;  and  I  fliall  have  occalion  in  a  few 
years,  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  to  prefe  it  on 
the  mind   of  Lady  Jones,   the  great,  age  of 
whofe  mother  is  one  of  my  reafonsforhopir't; 
moft  anxioufly,  that  nothing  may  prevent  her 
returning  to  England  this  feafon.         *         * 
*         *       I  will  follow  her  as  foon  as  I  can, 
ppffibly  at  the  beginning  of  1 795,  but  proba- 
bly- not  till  the  feafon  after  that;  for  although 
IfhaU  have  more  than  enough  to  fupply  all  the 
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wants  of  a  man,  who  would  rather  have  been 
Cincinnati^  with  his  plough^  than  LucuUud 
with  all  his  wealth,  yet  I  wifli  to  complete 
the  fyftem  of  Indian  laws  while  I  remain  in 
India,  bccaufe  I  wifh  to  perform  whatever  I 
promife,  with  the  leaft  poflible  imperfection; 
and  in  fo  difficult  a  work  doubts  muft  arife, 
which  the  pundits  alone  could  remove.  You 
continue,  I  hope,  to  find  the  gardens  healthy  ; 
nothing  can  be  more  pleafant  than  the  houfe 
in  which  we  live;  but  it  might  juftly  be  called 
the  temple  of  the  winds,  efpecially  as  it  has 
an  odagonal  form,  like  that  ere£ied  at  Athens 
to  thofe  boifterous  divinities.  I  cannot  get  rid 
of  the  rheumatifrti  which  their  keen  breath 
has  given  me,  and  fubmit  with  relu&ance  to 
the  neceffity  of  wrapping  myfelf  in  fhawls  and 
i^.anneL  We  continue  to  be' charmed  with 
the  perfpicuity,  moderation,  and  eloquence  of 
Filangieri. 

Of  European  politics  I  think  as  little  as  pot- 
fible;  not  becaufe  they  do  not  intereft  my 
heart,  but  becaufe  they  give  roe  too  much 
pain.  I  have  **  good  will  towards  men,  and 
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VfiQi  peace  on  earth ;"'  but  I  fee  chiefly  under 
the  fun,  the  two  claffes  of  men  whom  Solo^ 
mon  defcribesythe  oppreffor  and  the  opprcffed^ 
I  have  no  fear  in  England  of  open  defpotlfm, 
nor  of  anarchy.  I  fliall  cultivate  my  fields 
and  gardens,  and  think  as  little  as  poffible  of 
monarchs  or  oligarchs. 

I  am>  &c» 

%        «        ♦        ♦        ♦ 

It  would  not  be  eafy  to  give  expreflion  to 
the  feelings  excited  by  the  perufal  of  this  let- 
ter, nine  years  after  the  date  of  it.  In  recall- 
ing the  memory  of  domeftic  misfortunes^ 
which  time  had  nearly  obliterated,  it  revives 
with  new  force  the  recoUeftion  of  that  friend, 
whofe  fympathy  endeavoured  to  foothe  the 
forrows  of  a  father  for  the  lofs  of  his  children. 
The  tranlition  by  Sir  William  Jones  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  own  fituation  is  natural, 
and  the  conjugal  bofom  may  perhaps  fympa- 
thize  with  a  fond  hufband,  anticipating  the 
affli£tion  of  the  wife  of  his  affection,  and  his 
own  efforts  to  confole.her;  that  wife  however 
flill  furvives  to  lament  her  irreparable  lofs  in  the 
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death  of  Sir  William  Jones  himfelf,  and  has 
had  for  forae  years  the  happinefs  to  confolc, 
by  the  tendereft  affiduitieg,  the.  increafing  in- 
firmities of  an  aged  mother*. 

The  friends  of  Religion,  who  know  the  va- 
lue of  the  *'  fure  and  certain  hopes."  which  it 
ihfpires,  will  remark  with  fatisfadtion,  the  pious 
fentiments  exprefled  by  Sir  William  Jones  a 
few  months  only  before  his  own  death.  They 
will  recoiled:  the  determination  which  he 
formed  in  youth,  to  examine  with  attention 
the  evidence  of  our  holy  Religion,  and  will 
rejoice  to  find  unprejudiced  enquiry  terminat- 
ing, as  might  be  expected,  in  a  rational  con- 
vidion  of  its  truth  and  divine  authority. 

Of  this  convid:ion,  his  publications,  though 
pone  of  them  were  profefledly  religious,  af- 
ford ample  and  induj^itable  teftimonyj  and  I 
cannot  dpem  it  a  fuperflpous  talk  (to  me,  ii^- 
deed,  it  will  t(e  moft^  grateful)  to  feled  froni 
them,  and  from  fiich  other  niciterial^  ^s  I  pof- 

*  Mrs,  Shipley  died  on  the  9th  of  March,  1803,  in  her 
87th  year.  She  retained  all  her  faculties  to  that  prolonged 

period. 
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fcfs,  his  opinions  on    a  fubjeft  of  undeniable 
importance. 

Amongft  the  papers  written  by  Sir  William 
Jones,  I  find  the  following  prayer,  compofed 
by  him  on  the  firft  day  of  the  year  1782, 
about  fifteen  ntonths  before  his  embarkation 
for  India,  and  more  than  twelve  years  before 
his  death : 

A  PRAYER. 

Eternal  and  incomprehfenfible  Mind^  who, 
by  thy  boundlcfs  power ^  before  time  began, 
createdft  innumerable  worlds  for  thy  ghry^  and 
innumerable  orders  of  beings  for  their  happi^ 
fiefsj    which   thy   infinite  gaodnefs  prompted 
thee  to  defire,  and  thy  infinite  wifdom   en- 
abled thee  to  know !  we,  thy  creatures^  vanifh 
into  nothing   before   thy  fupreme  Majefty; 
we  hourly  feel  our  weaknejs  j  we  daily  be-    ^ 
wail  our  vices\  we  continually  acknowledge 
o\xx  folly  \  thee  only  we  adore  with  awful  ve- 
neration; thee  we  thank  with  the  moft  fervent 
zeal;  thee  we  praife  with  aftonifhment  and 
rapture;  to  xhj power  we  humbly  fubmit;  of  , 
thy  goodnefs  we  devoutly  implore  proteftion; 
on  thy  wifdom  we  firmly  and  cheerfully  rely. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


232 

We  do  but  open  our  eyes^  and  ihftantly  yft 
perceive  thy  divine  exiftcnce ;  v^re  do  but. ex- 
erjt  our  reafon^  ^d  in  a  moment  we  difcover 
thy  divine  attributes:  but  oiir  eyes  could  not 
behold  thy  fplendour^  nor  could  our  ^mmds 
comprehend  thy  divine  ejfence\  we  fee  thee 
only  through  thy  ftupendous  and.  all-perfeft 
W9rlzs  \  we  1010110  thee  only  by  that  ray  of  fa- 
cred  light,  which  it  has  pleafed  thee  to  reveaU 
Neverthelcfs,  if  creatures  too  ignorant  tp  con-' 
ceive^  and  too  deprofvedtQ  purfue^  the  means  of 
their  own  happinefs,  may  without  prefump- 
tion  exprefs  their  wants  to  their  Creator, 
let  us  humbly  fupplicate  thee  to  remove  from 
us  that  evil^  which  thou  haft  permitted  for  a 
time  to  e^ift,  tfiat  the  ultimate  good  of  all  may 
be  complete,  and  to  fecure  us  from  that  vtce^ 
which  thou  fuffereft  to  fpread  fnares  around 
us,  that  the  triumph  of  virtue  may  be  more 
confpicuous.  Irradiate  our  minds  with  all 
ufeful  truth  j  inftil  into  our  hearts  a  fpirit  of 
general  benevolence'^  give  understanding  \.o  the 
foolifli;  meeknefs  to  the  proud  \  temperance  to 
the  diflblutc;  fortitude  to  the  feeble-hearted; 
hope  to  the  defpondingjj&/M  to  the  unbeliev^^ 
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ing;  diligence  to  the  flothful;  patience  to  thofe 
who  zxt  in  pain  \  and  thy  celeftial  ^d  to  thofe 
who  are  in  danger :  Comfort  the  affUBed;  re- 
lieve the  di/lrejed;  fupply  the  hungry  with 
falutarjr  food,  and  the  tbirjly  with  a  plenti- 
ful fiream.  Impute  not  our  dmhts  to  m^ 
dijfferencCy  nor  our  Jkwnefs  of  belief  to  kard^ 
nefs  of  heart*,  but  be  indulgent  to  our  «»- 
perfe^  nature^  and  fupply  our  imperfeHiom 
by  thy  heavenly  favour.  •*  Suffer  not,  wc 
**  anxioufly  pray,  fuffer  not  opprejjionxo  pre- 
*•  vail  over  innocence^  nor  the  mght  of  the 
•*  avenger  Qv^xxiieweaknefsQixhtjuJi.^'  When« 
ever  we  addrefs  thee  in  our  retirement  from 
the  vanities  of  the  world,  if  our  prayers  are 
foolijh^  pity  us;  if  prefumftuous^  pardon  usj  if 
Acceptable  to  thee,  grant  them,  all-powerful 
GOD,  grant  them;  And,  as  with  our  living 
voice,  and  with  bur  dying  lips,  we  will  exprefs 
our  fubmiflion  to  thy  decrees^  adore  thy  pro^ 
vidence^  and  blefs  xixj  difpenfationsi  fo  in  all 
future  ftates,  tp  which  we  reverently  hope 
ihj  goodnefs  will  raife  us,  grant  that  we  may 
continue  praijingy  admiringy  venerating^  worn, 
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ftnpping  thee  more  and  more,  through  tt^i?r/di 
without  number ^^xm\  ages  without  end!. 
Jan.  I,  1782.  *       H 

I  do  not  adduce  this  prayer  as  evidence  of 
the  belief  of  Sir  William  Jones  in  the  doc- 
trines of  Jefus  Chrift ;  although  I  think  that 
fuch  a  compofition  could  hardly  have  been 
framed  byan  unbelieverin  theGofp€l,or,if  this 
be  deemed  poffible,  that  a  mind  capable  of  feel- 

m 

ing  the  fentimentsv^rhich  it  exprefles,  could  long 
have  witholden   its   aflent  to  the  truths  of 
Revelation,     It  is  evidently  the  efFufion  of  a 
pious  mind,  deeply  imprefled  with  an  awful 
fenfe  of  the  infinite  wifdom,  power,  and  bene- 
volence of  his  Creator,  and  of  the  ignorance, 
weaknefs,  and   depravity  of  human  nature  j. 
fentiments    which     reafon    and    experience 
flrongly  fuggeft,   and  which  Revelation  ex- 
prefsly  teacher.     Let  it  be  remembered,  that 
long  before  this  prayer  was  written.  Sir  Wil-i 
liam  Jones  had  demonftrated*  to  his  own  fa- 
tisfaflion,  that   Jefus  was  the   Meffiah,  pre- .    , 
didedby  the  Prophets  j  that  amongft  his  pro- 

*  Memoirs,  p.  115,  vol.  i. 

\ 
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I 

je£ked  occupations  in  India,  one*  was  totrant 
late  the  Pfalms  into  Perfic,  and  the  Gofpcl 
of  Luke  into  Arabic, — a  defign  which 
could  only  have  originated  in  his  conviAion 
of  the  importance  and  infpiration  of  thefe  di- 
vine books  J  that  in  the  year  after  the  date  of 
the  prayer,  we  have  a  diredJ:  and  public  avowal 
ofhisbelief  in  the  divinity  of  our  Saviour  f  J  and 
again  in  the  next,  another  prayer  by  him  ex-* 
preffing  his  exclufive  reliance  on  the  merits  of 
his  Redeemer  for  his  acceptance  with  GodJ.  * 
Amongft  the  publications  of  Sir  William- 
Jones,  in  which  his  religious  fentiments  are 
exprefled,  I  fliall  firft  notice,  A  Differtation 
on  the  Gods  of  Greece^  Italy^  and  Rome^  written 
in  1784,  but  revifed  and  printed  in  1786,  in 
which  the  following  paflage  occurs :  **  Dif- 
"  quifitions  concerning  the  manners  and  con- 
**  du£tof  our  fpecies,  in  early  times,  or  indeed 
*'  at  any  time,  are  always  curious  at  leaft,  ind 
**  amufmg;  but  they  are  highly  interefiing 
**  to  fuch   as   can   fay  of  themfelves,   with 


*  Memoirs,  p.  4.  vol.  ii.  f  Ibid.  p.  9.  Tol.  iL 

j  Ibid.  p.  4»1.  vol.  ii. 
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^Chremes  in  the  play,  *  We  arc  men, and 
^  *take  an  intereft  in  all  that  relates  to  man-i 
**  'kind.'  They  may  cvenbeof  folid  import- 
^  ancc  in  an  age,  when  feme  intelligent  and 
^  virtuous  perfons  are  inclined  to  doubtthe  au-* 
*^  thcriticity  of  accounts  delivered  by  Moses, 
**  concerning  the  primitive  world;  Jince  no 
^^  modes  orfources  ofreafoning  can  be  unimpor^ 
♦*  tanty  nvbicb  have  a  tendency  to  remove  fuch 
^*  doubts.  Either  the  firft  eleven  chapters  of 
*'  Genefisy  (all  due  allowances  being  made  for  a 
^*  figuraVive  Eaftem  ftyle,)  are  true,  or  the 
•*  whole  fabric  of  our  national  religion  is  falfe; 
**  a  conclufion,  which  none  of  us  I  truft  would 
^  wifh  to  bq  drawn.  I,  who  cannot  help  be^ 
*^  lieving  the  divinity  oi  the  Messiah,  from 
^*  the  undifputed  antiquity,  and  manifeft  com- 
*•  pletion  of  many  prophecies,  efpecially  thofe 
^*  of  Isaiah,  in  the  only  perfon  recorded  by 
**  hiftory,  to  whom  they  are  applicable,  am 
**  obliged  of  courfe  to  believe  the  fanftity  of 
•^  the  venerable  books,  to  which  that  facred 
*'  perfon  refers  as  genuine:  but  it  is  not  the 
^^  truth  of  our  national  religion,  as  fuch,  that 
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**  I  have  at  heart;  it  is  truth  itfelf :  and  if 
*^  any  cool,  unbiaiTed  reader  will  clearly  con- 
^  vince  me,  that  Mofes  drew  his  narrative^ 
**  through  Egyptian  conduits^  from  the  pri- 
>^  meval  fountains  of  Indian  literature,  I  ihall 
**  efteem  him  as  a  friend,  for  having  weeded 
^  my  mind  from  a  capital  error,  and  promife 
'^  to  fland  among  the  foremoil  in  ailifting  to 
**  circulate  the  truth  which  he  has  aicertaincd« 
**  After  fuch  a  declaration,  I  cannot  but  per-» 
^^  fuade  myfelf,  that  no  candid  man  wiH 
**  be  difpleafed,  if,  in  the  courfe  of  my  work, 
^  I  make  as  free  with  any  arguments,  that  he 
**  may  have  advanced,  as  I  fliould  really  defire 
*^  him  to  do  with  any  of  mine,  that  he  may  be 
*'  difpofed  to  controvert.** 

Let  not  the  candour  of  the  declaration,  con- 
tained in  the  preceding  quotation,  alarm  the 
ferious  Chriftian;  the  fair  inference  to  be 
drawn  from  it  is  this,  that  Sir  William  Jone^ 
was  incapable  of  affirming  what  he  did  not 
fully  believe;  and  the  avowal  of  his  faith  iA 
the  divinity  of  our  Saviour,  is  therefore  to  be 
received  as  decifive  evidence  of  the  fincerity  of 
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his  belief:  indfed  his  declaratioii  may  be  con* 
ildered   as  thfe  proof  of.  his  faith  j   and  hU 
faith  to  be  grouadqd  in  proportion  to  the  opea- 
iiefs  of  hie   declaration.     That  any  reafoner 
could. convince  him,  that  Mofes  had  borrowed 
his\  narrative  from  Indian  fources,  he  nevep 
for  a  moment  fuppofed,  and  if  a  doubt  could 
be  entertdned  on  this  fubjeft,-  another  paf- 
fage  in   the  fame  difTertation  mud  at  once 
annihilate  it.     He  had  indeed  no  hetitation  to 
acknowledge  his  perfuafion,  that  a  connection 
fubfifted  between  the  old  idolatrous  nations 
,  of  Egypt,  India,  Greece,  and  Italy,  long  be* 
fore  they  migrated  to  their  feveral  fettlements, 
and  confequently  before  the  birth  of  Mofes; 
but  he  was  equally  perfuaded,  that  the  truth 
of  the  propofition  could  in  no  degree  afFe£t 
the  veracity  and  fand:ity  of  the  Mofaic  hiftory, 
which,  if  any  confirmation  of  it  were  necet  • 
fary,  it  would  rather  tend  to  confirm* 

<*  The  divine  legate  (I  now  quote  his  words) 
*'  educated  by  the  daughter  of  a  king,  and  in 
**  all  refpedls  highly  accomplifhed,  could  not 
**  but  know  the  mythological  fyftem  of  Egypt, 
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**  but  he  muft,  have  condcranAi  the  fuperfti-* 
**  ti6;3ts  of  that  pebpleyahd  defpifed  the  fpecui* 
**  lative  abfurdities  of  their  priefts,  thotigh 
*'  fome  of  their  traditions  concerning  the  crea-* 
,"  tion  and  the  flood,  were  founded  on  truth* 
**  Wlio  was  bett^  acquainted  with  the  mytho- 
**  logy  of  Athens,  than  Socrates^?  \  who  more 
"  accurately  verfed'  in  the  rabbinical  'dodrines, 
"  than  Paul  ?  Who  poflefled  clearer  ideaa  of 
**  all  ancient  aftronomical  fyftems,  than  New- 
*^  ton ;  or  of  fcholaftic  metaphyiicks,  than 
''  Locke?  In  whom  could  the  Romiih  Churcli 
**  have  had  a  moire  formidable  opponent,  than 
**  in  Chillingworth,  whofedeep  knowledge  of 
^^  its  tenets  rendered  him  fo  competent  to  dif- 
"  pute  them?  In  a  word,  who  more  exadly 
"  knew  the  abominable  rites  and  fhocking 
**  idolatry  bf  Canaan,  than  Mofes  himfelf?  Yet 
"  the  learning  of  thofe  great  men  only  incitetil 
"  them  to  feek  other  fpurces  of  truth,  piety, 
"  and  virtue,  than  thofe  in  which  they  had 
"  long  been  immerfed.  There  is  no  fliadow 
"  then^of  a  foundation  for  an  opinion,  that 
"  Mofes  borrowed  the  firft  nine  or  ten  chap- 
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**  ters  of  Genejis  from  the  literature  of  Egypt; 
^  ftill  leis  can  the  adamantine  pillars  of  out 
•*  Chriftian  faith  be  moved  by  the  refuh  of  any 
•*  debates  on  the  comparative  antiquity  of  the 
*«  Hindus  and  Egyptians,  or  of  any  enquiries 
**  into  the  Indian  theology."   - 

Ffom  the  fame  diflertation  I  fele6l  an« 
other  paflage,  which  &om  its  importance  is  en^^ 
titled  to  particular  notice,  while  it  evinces  the 
iblicitudeof  Sir  William  Jones  to  corred  a  mifl 
conception,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  been 
idly  and  injudiciouily  brought  forward  to  fup«  ^ 
port  a  fundamental  tenet  of  Evangelical  Re^ 
velation* 

**  Very  refpqftable  natives  have  affured  me, 
^'  that  one  or  two  miflionaries  have  been  ab<- 
**  furd  enough,  in  their  zeal  for  the  convcrfion 
**  of  the  Gentiles,  to  urge,  that  the  Hindus 
''were  even  now  almoft  Chriilians,  becaufe 
'*  their  Bramha,  Viflinu,  and  Mahefa,  were 
'*  no  other  than  the  Chriftian  Trinity;  a  fen- 
**  tence  in  which  we  can  only  doubt  whether 
^*  folly,  Ignorance,  or  impiety,  predominates/* 

The  three  Hindu  deities^  were  perhaps  ori- 
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gihally  perfonifications  only  of  the  creailngf 
preferving^  and  dejiroyingi  oij  as  it  may.  be  ud- 
derft^od,  the  re- f  reducing  p©Wer  of  the  Su- 
preme Being,  By  the  bulk  of  the  people 
they  are  confidered  as  diftin<9:  perfonagcs, 
each  invefted  with  divine  attributes;  and  the 
mythological  writings  of  the  Hindus  contaiii 
moft  ample  and  abfurd  hiftories  of  them ;  but 
in  the  Veianti  philofophy,  which  is  evidently 
Platonic,  the  Almighty,  ktiown  by  tlje  myt 
tical  and  incommunicable  appellation  of  O'M, 
is  the  only  being,  and  all  others,  including^ 
Brahma,  Vishnu,  and  Mahefa,  are  only  the 
creatures  of  idea  or  perception^  which  will  pe-* 
rifli  iti  the  general  ariiiihilation,  whilfl:  0'^^ 

alone  furvives  through  all  eternity*.     Thus,* 

• 

*  On  this  subject,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  quote  some 
curious  pissiages  from  a  tr^i^slation  of  a  Persic  version  of 
the  Yoog  Vashesti,  a  very  ancient  comppsition  in  Sanscrit^ 
There  are  several  Persian  versions  of  this  work;  but  many 
pages  of  that  from  which  the  present  trandation  is  given* 
were  compared  with  the  original  iianscritj  and  found  to  be 
substantially  accurate.  ' 

'^  The  instability  of  the  world,  and  of  every  thing  con- 
^*  tained  in  itj  is  certain }  hence  it  will  one  day  happen,  that 
'*  the  evil  deities  who  tr^  dow  so  powerful,  shall  fstU  int^ 
'^  annihilation,  and  the  Debtas  distinguished  by  the  title 
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whether  wc  confider  the  vulgar  opinion  re- 
flpcding  thefe  three  divinities,  or  that  of  the 
Vedanti  {t&,  ndthang  (ta  ufe  the  words  of  Sir 
William  Jonea)  can  be  more  evident^  than 
*'  th^  the  Indian  triad,  and  that  of  Plato^ 
"  which  he  calls  the  Supreme  Gpod,  the  reafos 
and  the  foul,  are  infinitely  removed  from  the 


♦C\. 


**  of  At^riij  or  immortal,  shall  perish-  The  Bermhand^ 
••  tm  TAich  all  nature  depends  for  existence,  shall  be 
^*  broken,  and  not  a  trace  remain  of  Bramha,  Vishnu,  or 
**  Siva.     Time,  having  annihilated  all,  shall  bitnff If  perislu 

**  Bramha,    Vishnu,   and   Mahdeva,   notwithstanding 
^  thfir  tPsidted  iHgnky^f  fall  into  the  jaws  c^  kiexistence. 


^  You  are  not  to  consider  Vishnu,  Bramhayor  Mahdevs^ 
'^  and  odster  incorporate  foekigs  as  the  deity,  although  they 
^  have  each  the  denotirination  of  devaor  divine  j  these  are 
**  all  created,  whilst  the  Supreme  Being  is  without  begin- 
**  ning  or  end,  unformed  and  uncreated^— worshiyand  adore 
^  him. 


'*  The  wT»rsjblj)  which  is  paid  to  the  inferior  deities  and 
**  the  representations  of  them,  proceed*  from  this:  man- 
**  kind  in  general  are  more  affected  by  appearances  than 
**  realities  j.  the  former  th^y  comjH-ehend,  but  the  latter 
*^  are  difficult  to  be  understood.  Hence  learned  tutors 
^*  first  place  figures  before  them,  that  their  minds  may  be^ 
^'  composed,  and  conducted  by  degrees  to  the  essential 
**  Unity  who  survives  the  annih^ation,  when  the  Debtas^ 
<^  and  all  created  existence  are.di^solved  and  absorbed  into 
"  his  essence*'*" 
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"  iiolinefs  and  fublimky  of  the  Chriftian  doc- 
**  trine  of  the  Trinity,  and  that  the  tenet  of  our 
**  Ghurch  cannot  without  profanenefe,  be  com* 
^  pared  with  that  of  the  Hindus,  which  has  an 
**  apparent  refemblaiice  to  it,  b«t  a  very  dilfa* 
^  ent  meaning/* 

At  the  end  of  the  fame  tteatife,  Sir  William 
jfones  enumerates  th&JaJoiJiacUs  to  theexten* 
fion  of  our  ^*  p^re  fattb^^  in  Hinduftan,  and 
eoncludes  as  follows : 

*^  The  only  human  mode  perhaps  of  cauf* 
**  ing  fo  great  a  revolution,  is  to  tran'flate  into 
^'  Sanfcrit  and  Perfian,  fuch  chapters  of  tfee 
*'  prophets,  and  particularly  Ifaiah,  as  are  in- 
**  difputably  evangelical,  together  with  one  of 
*'  the  Gtofpels,  and  a  plain  prefatory  difcourfe  » 
*'  containing  full  evidence  of  the  very  diftant 
•*  ages,  in  which  the  predi<5iions  themfelves 
*'  and  the  hiftory  of  the  divine  peffon  predift- 
^'  ed>  were  feverally  made  public,  and  then 
"  quietly  to  difperfe  the  work  among  the  vr^- 
*'  educated  natives,  with  vrhom,  if  ia  due 
*'  time  it  failed  of  promoting  very  falutary 
"  firuit  by  its  natural  influence,  we  could  only 
*  a 
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**  lament  more  thari  ever,  the  ftrength  of  pre- 
^*  judice  and  weaknefs  of  unafEfted  reafon." 

That  the  converfion  of  the  Hindus  io  the 
Chriftian  religion,  would  have  afforded  him 
the  fincereft.pleafure,  may  be  fairly  inferred 
from  the  above  paflage;  his  wifli  that  it  IhouM 
lake  place,  is  ftill  more  clearVy  exprefled  in  the 
following  quotation  from  one  of  his  Hymns 
to  Lacbfmiy  the  Ceres  of  India,  and  a^perfopi- 
fication  oC  the  Divine  Goodnefs.  After  de- 
fcribing  moll  feelingly  and  poetically  the  hor-  , 
rid  effeiSts  of  famine  in  India,  he  thus  con- 
cludes the  hymn: 

From'  ills  that,  painted,  harrow  up  the  breast, 

(What  agonies,  if  real,  must  they  give !) 
Preserve  thy  vot'ries :  be  their  labours  blest ! 

Obf  bid  the  patient  Hindu  rise  and  live. 
His  erring  mind,  that  wizzard  lore  beguiles. 
Clouded  by  priestly  wiles, 
To  senseless  nature  bows,  for  nature's  God. 
Now,  stretch'd  o'er  ocean's  vast,  from  happier  isles, 
'   He  sees  the  wand  of  empire,  not  the  rod : 
Slhy  may  those  beams  that  Western  skies  illume^ 
Disperse  tV  unholy  gloom  I 
■    Meanwhile,  may  laws,  by  myriads  long  rever'd, 

Their  strife  appease,  their  gentler  claims  decide  \ 
*      So  shall, their  victors,  mild  with  virtuous  pride, 
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»  Xo  many  9  dii^khVI^  gfat^eful  r^e  endear*df 
With  temper'd  love  be  fear'd ) 
Though  mists  profane  obscure  their  narrow  ken^ 
•  They  err^  ysct  feel,  though  Pagans,  they  arc  men. 

The  teftimony  of  Sir  William  Jones  to  the 
verity  and  authenticity  of  the  Old  and  Nev^r 
Teftament  is  well  knowi>,  fron>  the  care  with 
which  it  .ha«  been  circulated  in  England;  but 
as  it  has  a  particular  claim  to  be  inferted  in  the 
memoirs  of  his  life,  I  tranfcrib?  it  from  hij$ 
own  manufcript  in  his  Bible  :-— 

**  I  have  carefully  and  regularly  perufed 
"  jthefe  Holy  Scriptures,  and  am  of  opinioxiy 
^*  that  the  volume,  independently  of  its  divine 
"  origip,  contains  more  fubtinjity,  purer  mo*- 
*^  rality,  more  important  hiftory,  and  finer 
**  ftrains  of  eloquence,  than  can  be  coUedled 
*^  from  all  other  bopks,  in  whatever  language 
"  they  may  have  been  ynitttnJ^ 

This  opinion  is  repeated  with  little  variation 
of  expreffion,  in  ^  difgourfe  addreflfed  to  the 
fociety  in  February,  1791  :— 

**  Theological  enquiries  are  to  part  of  my 
*'  prefent  fubjed:  but  I  cannot  refrain  fronj 
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"  adding;,  that  th^  coIleAion  6f  tra(S»;  wWch 
'^  we  call  from  their  excellence  the  Scriptures^ 
*^  contain,  independently  of  a  divine  origin, 
**  more  true  fublimity,  more  exquifite  beauty, 
♦^  purer  morality,  more  important  hiftory,  and 
*^  finer  drains  both  of  poetry  and  eloquence, 
*^  than  could  be  coUedted,  within  the  fame 
^'  compafs,  from  all  other  books  that  were 
^*  ever  compofed  in  any  age,  or  in  any  idiom. 
^'  The  two  parts  of  which  the  Scriptures  con-?- 
*^  fift,  are  connefted  by  a  chain  of  compofi- 
**  tions,  which  bear  no  refemblance  in  form  or 
*^  ftyle  to  any  that  can  be  produced  from  the 
*'  ftores  of  Grecian,   Indian,  Perfian,  or  even 
**  Arabian   learning;  the   antiquity  of  thofe 
"  compofitions  no  -man  doubts ;  and  the  un- 
*'  ftrained  application  of  them  to  events  long 
'^fubfequent  to  their  publication,  is   a  fclid 
^'  ground  of  belief,  that  they  were  genuine 
*^  comppfitions,   and    confequently   infpired. 
*^  But,  if  any  thing  be  the   abfolute  cxclu- 
^*  five  propertor  ^f  each; individual,  it  is  his  be- 
*'  lief;  and  I  hope  I  fhould  be  the  laft  man 
*'  livihg,  who  coutd  harbour  a  thought  of  pb- 
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*<  ttudi&g  my  own  bdief  cm  the  free  mmds  of 
^'  others/' 

in  his  dtfcourfe  of  the  fallowing  year,  we 
find  him  again  mentioning  the  Mofaic  hiftory, 
%inder  a  fuppofuicH^  /affirmed  for  the  fake  of 
the  argument  which  he  was  diUbofling,  that  it 
had  no  higher  authority  than  any  other  book 
of  hiflory,  which  the  refearches  of  the  curi*  ^ 
ous  had  accidentally  brought  to  light 

**  Oa  this  fuppofition/'  (I  quote  his  own 
words,)  ^^  that  the  firft  eleven  chapters  of  the 
^^  book  which  it  is  thought  proper  to  call  Ge^ 
^'  nefis,  are  merdy  a  preface  to  the  oldeft  civil  ' 
^'  hiftory  now  extant^  we  fee  the  truth  of  them 
^  confirmed  by  antecedent  reafoning,  and  by 
^  evidence  in  part  highly  probable,  and  in 
*^  part  i:ertain*"  But  fhat  no  mifconception 
might  be  entertained  on  this  awful  fubjedl  by 
the  ignorant,  and  to  avoid  the  poffibility  bf 
;any  perverfe  mifapplication  of  his  fentiments, 
he  adds:  "  but  the  connection  of  the  Mofaic 
**  hiftory  with  that  of  the  Gofpel,  by  a  chain 
•*  of  fublime  prediftions  unqueftionably  an-^ 
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•f  dent,  and  apparently*  fulfilled,  muft  induee 
'*  us  to  think  the  Hebrew  narrative  niore  than 
^*  hpman  in  its  origin,  and  confequently  true 
*f  in  every  fubftantial  part  of  it,  though  poffi* 
**  bly  cxpref&d  in  figurative  language,  as  many 
f^  learned  and  pious  men  have  believed,  and 
'*  as  the  mbft  pious  may  believe  without  in* 
^^  jury,  and  perhaps  with  advantage  to  the 
"  caufe  of  Revealed  Religion." 

The  third  volume  of  the  Afiatic  Refcarches, 
publifhed  in  1 792,  contains  a  very  learned  aod 
elaborate  treatife  of  Lieutenant  Wilford,  on 
Egypt  arid  the  Nile^  from  the  amient  books  of 
the  Hindus.  It  refers  to  a  pafikge  in  a  Sanfcrit 
book,  fo  fslcarly  defcriptive  of  Noah,  under  the 
name  of  Satyvrata,  or  Satyavarman,  that  it  is 
impoffible  to  doubt  their  identity.     Of  the 


^  I  could  wish  that  Sir  William  Jones  had  retaiMd  the 
expression,  which  he  before  used,  when  discussing  the 
same  topic,,  as  the  word  apparently  may  seem  to  imply  a 
less  degree  of  conviction  than  he  actually  possessed,  as  the 
tenor  and  terms  of  the  passages  which  I  have  quoted  indis* 
putably  prove.  The  sense  in  which  it  is  to  be  understood, 
is  that  of  manifestly  \  his  reasoning  plainly  requhiis  it.  - 
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pafTage  thus  referred  to>  Sir  William  Jones,  in 
a  note  annexed  to  the  diflertation^  has  givea 
9  tranllation  **  minutely  exa£k/'  Neither  thq 
paffage,  nor  the  note,  has  appeared  in  thq 
works  of  Sir  William  Jones  j  and  as  the  for- 
mer is  curious,  and  as  the  note  has  an  imme-? 
diate  conneftion  with  the  f^ibjedt  uijder  cpnfi* 
deration,  I  infert  both ; 

Tranllation  from  the  Pudma  PuRANt 
J-.  To  Satyavarman,  the  fovereign  of  the  whol^ 
parth,  were  born  three  foiisj  the  eldeft  Sher- 
jnsi,  then  Chjirm?^,  an^  thirdly,  Jyapeti  by 
name. 
2.  They  were  all  men  of  good  mqrals,  excel- 
lent in  virtue. and  viirtuous  deeds,  (killed  in 
the  ufe  of  weapons  tp  ftrike  with  qr  to  be 
thrpwn,  brave  men,  eager  for  vidtory  in 
battle. 

J;.  — '. %     But  Satyavarman,  being, 

continually  delighted  with  devput  medita- 
tion, and  feeing  his  foris'fit  for  dominion, 
laid  upon  them  the  burden  of  gpvernmcjnt. 
4,  Whilft  he  remained  honouring  and  fatisfy- 
ingthe  gods,  an4  priefts,  and  kine,  oiip  day. 
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by  the  a6b  of  dcftiny,  the  king  having  drunk 
mead, 

5.  Became  fenfelefs,  and  lay  afleep  naked :  then 
was  he  feen  by  Charma,  and  by  him  were 
his  two  brothers  called. 

6.  To  whom  he  faid,  What  now  has  befallen? 

In  what  ftate  is  this  our  fire  I  By  thefe 
two  was  he  hidden  with  clothes,  and  called 
to  his  fenfes  again  and  again. 

7.  Having  recovered  his  intelleft,  and  perfedly 

knowing  what  had  pafled,  he  curfed  Char- 
ma,  laying,  Thou  flialt  be  the  fervant  of 
fervants, 

8.  And  fince  thou  waft  a  laughter  in  their  pre- 

ftncCj  from  laughter  fhalt  thou  acquire  a 
name.  Then  he  gave  to  Sherma  the  wide 
dbmain  on  the  fouth  of  the  fnowy  moun- 
tain. 

9.  And  to  Jyapeti  he  gave  alt  on  the  north  of 

the  fnowy  mountain;  but  he  by  the  power 
of  religious  contemplation,  attained  fupreme 
bliss. 

^  Now  you  will  probably  think  (Sir  Wil- 
**  Kam  Jones  fays,  addceffinghimfelf  to  the 
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/'  fockty)  that  even  the  concvfeneisandfimp}!- 
*  *  city  of  thisnarrative  are  excelled  by  the  Mqfei^ 
^'  relation  of  the  fame  adventure;  but  whatever 
*'  may  be  our  opinion  of  the  old  Indian  ftyle, 
**  thi&extraftmoft  clearly  proved,  that  the  Saty* 
^*  avrata  or  Satyavarman  of  the  Pur  aw  v^ras  the 
**  fame  perfonage,  (as  it  has  been  aflerted  In  a 
*^  former  publication)  with  the  Noah,  of  fcrip- 
^*  ture  5  and  we  confecjuently  fix  the  utmoft 
**  limit  of  Hindu  chronology ;  nor  can  it  be 
^'  with  reafon  inferred  from  the  identity  of  the 
^^  ftorxes  that  the  divine  legiflator  borrowed 
^*  any  part  of  his  work  from  the  Egyptians; 
*'  he  was  deeply  verfed,  no  doubt,  in  all  their 
<**  learning,  fueh  as  it  was ;  but  he  wrote  what 
^'  he  knew  tq  be  truth  ttfelf^  independently  of 
**  their  tales,  in  which  truth  was  blended  with 
*^  fable,  and  their  age  was  not  fo  remote  from 
^*  the  days  of  the  patriarch,  but  that  every  oc- 
**  currence  in  liis  life  might  naturally  have 
^  been  preferved  by  tradition  from  father  to 
^'  fon/' 

In  his  tenth  difcourfe,  in   1793,  be  men- 
tipns,  yrith  a  fatisfadion  which  every  pious 
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mind  muft  enjoy,  the  refult  of  the  enqciines  of 
th^  fociety  over  which  he  prefided. 

*'  In  the  firft  plac^i  we  cannot  furely  deem 
•*  it  fin  inconfiderable  advantage,  that  all  our 
*'  Iiiftorical  rcfearches  have  confirmed  the 
**  Mofaic  accounts  of  the  primitive  world,  and ' 
**  our  teftimony  on  thjit  fiibje^  ought  to  have 
•^  thp  greater  weight,  becaufe,  if  the  refult  of 
•*  our  obferv^tions  had  been  tptally  different, 
•*  we  fliould  neverthelefs  have  publifhed  them, 
'*  not  indeed  with  equal  pleafure,  but  with 
**  equal  confidence;  for  trufi  is  mighty ^  and 
*^  whatever  be  its  confcquenc^s,  miiji  always 
'*  prevail:  but  independently  of  our  intercft  in 
*^  corroborating  the  multiplied  evidences  of 
**  Revealed  Religion,  we  could  fcarccly  gratify 
•'  our  minds  with  a  more  ufeful  and  rj^tional 
'^entertainment,  than  the  contemplation  of 
**  thofe  wonderful  revolutions,  in  kingdoms 
*'  and  ftates,  which  h^vp  happened  within  litr 
"  tie  more  than  four  thoufand  years;  reyoluf 
'*  tions  almoft  as  fully  demonftrative  of  an  all- 
**  ruling  Providence,  as  the  ftrufture  of  the 
"  univerle,    and    the    final    caufps,   whipU 
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••  are  difcernible  inks  whole  extent,  and  evedi 
*'  in  its  remoteft  parts." 

The  preceding  quotations  fufficiently  dc- 
monftrate  the  fentiments  of  Sir  William  Jones 
on  the  fubje<9:  of  Revelation,  and  they  may  be 
fairly  confidered  as  evincing  an  anxiety  on  his 
part  to  imprefs  his  own  belief  on  others, 
for  the  very  expreflions  which  may  feem  to 
imply  hefitation  or  indifference  in  his  mind, 
are  particularly  adapted  to  enforce  convi£tion 
onthofe,  to  whom  they  were  addreffed.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  reflexions  in  many 
of  the  paffages  cited,  although  fuch  as  would 
naturally  occur  to  a  believer  in  the  Scriptures, 
are  not  neceffarily  called  for  by  the  fubjedl  un- 
der his  difcuffion,  and  could  only  proceed 
from  his  zeal  in  the  in veftigation- and  propa- 
gation of  truth.  This  was  the  fixed  objedt  of 
his  whole  life,  as  he  has  himfelf  declared  in 
the  following  elegant  couplets : 

Before  thy  mystic  altar,  heav'^ly  Truth, 
I  ^neel  in  manhood,  as  I  knelt  in  youth : 
Thus  let  me  kneel,  till  this  dull  form  decay, 
And  life's  last  shade  be  brighten'd  by  thy  ray : 
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^en  sfaall  my  soul,  now  lost  in  clouds  beloi^^ 
Soar  without  bound,  without  consuming  glow*. 

A  diicipic  of  Voltaire  would  have  omtttedl 
tte  obfenrations  made  by  Sir  William  Jones, 
or  hav^  tortured  the  premifes  09  which  they 
are  founded,  into  the  fervice  of  infidelity;  nor 
would  he  have  declared  that,  "  in  order  to 
*'  enlighten  the  mktds  of  the  ignorant,  and  to 
**  enforce  the  obedience  pf  the  perverfe,  it  ia 
V  eiadent  a  priori^  that  a  revealed  Religion 
*^  was  peceflary  in  the  ^at  fyftem  of  Provi- 
"dencef/* 

The  mind  of  Sir  William  Jones  was  never 
tainted  with  infidelity ;  but  there  was  a  period, 
43  I  have  already  obferved,  before  his  judg- 
ment was  matured,  and  before  he  had  ftudied 
the  Scriptures  with  clofe  attention,  when^his 
belief  in  the  truth  of  Revelation  was  tinged 

'  *  Tliese  lines  were  written  by  Sir  William  Jones  in 
Berkley's  Siris;  they  are,  in  fact)  a  beautiful  version  of  the 
last  sentence  of  the  Siris,  amplified  and  adapted  to  himself; 
•*  He  that  would  make  a  real  progress  in  knowledge, 
•*  must  dedicate  his  age  as  well  as  youth,  the  latter  growth 
**  as  well  as  tlie  first  fruits,  at  the  altar  of  Truth," 

f  Works,  vol,  iii.  p.  S45. 
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with  <ioubts.     But  thefe  were  the  tranfieat 
clouds,  whlcb  for  a  vrhile  obfcojce  the  da^nm^ 
aad  difperfe  with  the  ridng  ixuu     His  heart 
and  his  judgment  told  faim,  that  Rdigion  was 
a  fubjed  of  fupreme  impoitaace,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  its  truth  wOTthy  of  his  moft   fe- 
rious  inveiti^ation.     He  iat  down  to  it  with- 
out prejudice,  and  rofe  from  the  enquiry  with 
a  conviftion,  which  the  ftudies  of  his  future 
life  invigorated  and  confirmed.     The  comple- 
tion of  the  prophecies  relating  to  our  Saviour, 
had  imprefled  upon  his  youthiul  mind  thi<6 
invaluable  truth,  that  the  language  of  Ifaiah, 
and  of  the  prophets,  wasinipired;  and  in  this 
belief,  to  which  frefti  proofs  were  progreflively 
added,  he  clofed  his  life.     He  has  I  truft  re- 
ceived, through  the  merits  of  his  Redeemer, 
the  reward  of  his  faith. 

In  matters/pf  eternal  coacem,  the  authority 
of  the  high^ft  human  opinions  has  no  daim 
to  be  admitted,  as  a  ground  of  belief,  hut.  it 
may  with  the  ftrideft  propriety  be  oppofed  to 
that  of  pen  of  inftxior  learning  and  penetra- 
tion ;  and,  whilfl:  the  pious  ^ienve  fatisfa^ion 
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firoih  the  peni£il  of  fentimeiiis  accbf ding  \^ith 
their  own,  thofit  who  doubt  or  difbe|ieve^ 
ihould  be  induced  to  weigh  with  candour  and 
impartiality,  arguments  which  have  produced 
convidion  in  the  minds  of  the  beft^  the  wifeft, 
and  moft  learned  of  mankind.    . 

Among  fuch  ks  have  profeflcd  a  fleady  be- 
lief in  the  dodrine  of  Chriftianity,  where 
ihall  greater  names  be  found j  than  thofe  of 
Bacon  and  Newton  ?  Of  the  former  and  of 
Locke,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  they  were 
both  itinovatdrs  in  fcience  j  difdaining  to  follow 
the  fages  of  antiquity  through  the  beaten  paths 
of  error,  they  broke  through  prejudices,  which 
had  long  obftruded  the  progtefs  of  found 
knowledge,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  fcience 
on  folid  ground,  whilft  the  genius  of  Newton 
carried  him  extra  Jiammantia  mcenia  mundu 
Thefe  men,  to  their  great  praife,  and  we  may 
hope  to  their  eternal  happinefs,  devoted  much 
of  their  time  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scriptures:  if 
the  evidence  of  Revelation  had  been  weak, 
who  were  better  qualified  to  expof|  its  un- 
foundnefs?  if  our  national  faith  were  a.raere 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2o7 
fabtfe,  a  pplitiedl  fuperftition>  Why  were  mindis 
Vrhieh  boldly  deftroyed  jprejudices  in  Scicneci 
blind  to  thofe  in  Religion  ?  They  read,  exa-* 
Inined^  weighed^  aiid  believed;  and  the  fame 
Vigorous  intelleftj  that  difperfed  the  mifts 
^hich  conee^l^  the  temple  of  human  know- 
ledge^ was  itfelf  illuminated  with  the  radiant 
truths  of  Divine  Revektion* 

Such  authorities^  and  let  rne  how  add  t& 

then!  the  name  of  Sir  William  Jones,  are  de** 

fervcdly.entitiei  to  great  weight:   Tet  thofe^ 

who  fupereilioufly  reje6l  them^  compare  their 

intelleftual  powers,  their  fcicntific  attainments^ 

and  vigour  of  application^  with  thofd  of  tTi6 

men  whom  I  have  named;  the  coiliparifon 

inay  perhaps  lead  them  to  fufpe€k,  that  their 

incredulity  (to   adopt  th6  idea  of  a  profound 

fcholar)  may  be  the  refult  of  a  little^fmatter- 

ing  in  learning,-  and  great  felf-coneeit,  and 

that  by  harder  iiiidy,  and  a  humbled  toind^ 

they  liiay  regain  thereligidn  \Vhifeh  they  hivs 

left-  '  ' 

I  (hall  not  iipoiogize  for  the  eitrafis  Ivhich 

1  have  introduced  from  the  works  q£  Sir  Wil- 
liTc-^v.  li*  3 
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1km  Jones,  nor  for  the  reflections  to  which 
they  have  naturally  led.  The  former  difplay 
that  part  of  his  charaftcr,  which  alone  is  now 
important  to  his  happinefsj  and  I  am  author- 
ized to  add,  not  only  from  what  appears  in 
his  printed  works  and  private  memoranda,  in 
more  than  one  of  which,  containing  a  delinea- 
tion of  his  daily  occupations,  I  find  a  portion 
of  time  allotted  to  the  peruial  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, but  from  private  isind  iatisfadory  tefli- 
mony,  that  the  writings  of  our  beft  divines 
engaged  a  large  (hare  of  his  attention,  and  that 
private  devotion  was.  not  negle£ted  by  him* 
The  following  lines,  which  afford  a  proof  both 
of  his  tafte  and  piety,  were  written  by  hiin  after 
apenifal  of  the  eighth  fermon  of  Barrow,  in  his 
retirement,  at  Ciiflina-nagur,  in  1786;  and 
with  thefe  I  fliall  conclude  my  obfervations 
on  his  religious  opinions:— 

As  meadows  parch'd>  brown  groves,  and  withering  flowVs, 

Imbibe  the  sparkling  dew  and  genial  showVs ; 

As  chill  dark  air  inhales  the  morning  beam. 

As  thirsty  harts  enjoy  the  gelid  stream ; 

Thus  to  man's  grateful  soul  from  heav'n  descend. 

The  mercies  of  his  Father,  Lord,  and  Fkienp. 
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t  now  turn  to  the  laft  fcene  of  the  lift)  of 

Sir  William  Jones.     The  few  inqnths  allotted 

to  his  exigence  after  th€  de^iture  pf  Lad^ 

Jones,  were  devoted  to  his  ufua}  occupations, 

and  more  particularly  to  the  difcharge  of  that 

duty  which  alone  detained  him  in  India ;  the 

completion  of  the  digeft  of  Hindu  and  Mo^ 

hammedan  law.  But  neither  the  confcioufpefji 

.  pf  acquitting  himfelf  of  an  obligsltipn  whip^i 

he  hid  voluntarily  contradied,  nor  his  incefljtnC 

aiSduity,    could  fill   thci   vacuity  occafipned 

by  the  abfence  of  her,  whofe   fodiety  h&d 

fwcetened  the  toil  of  application,  ao4  chfeffid 

his  hours  of  relaxation.     Their  habits  ^ere 

congenial,  and  their  purfuits  in  fome  refpeds 

flmilar:  his  botanical  refeviphes  were  faciU-^ 

tated  by  the  eyfes  of  Lidy  Jones,  and  by  her 

talents  in  drawing;  and  theij"  evenings  werjei 

generally  paffed  together,  in  the  perufal  of  the 

beft  modern  authors  in  the  different  languagas 

crfEurope*    Aftei*  her  departure,  he  mixed 

more  in  promifcuous  fociety ;  biit  hi$  afiec- 

tions  were  tranfported  with  h^r  to  hi$  native 

country. 

«  a 
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On  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  April,  or 
neatly  about  that  date,  after  prolonging  his 
walk  to  a  late  hour,  during  which  he  had  im- 
prudently remdined  in  converfation,  iii  an  un- 
wholefome  fituation,  he  called  upon  the  writer 
of  thefe  (heets^  and  complained  of  aguifh  fymp- 
toms^  mentioned  his  intention  to  take  fome 
medicine,  and  repeating  jocularly  an  old  pro- 
verb, that  **  an  ague  in  the  fpring  is  medi- 
^  cine  Tor  a  king/*  He  had  no  fufpicion  at 
the  time,  of  the  real  nature  of  his  indifpofition^ 
which  proved  in  fa6l  to  be  a  complaint  com- 
mon in  Bengal,  an  inflammation  in  the  liver. 
The  diforder  was,  however,  foon  difcovered 
by  the  penetration  of  the  phyfician,who  after 
two  or^three  days  was  called  in  to  his  afiiftance; 
but  it  had  then  advanced  too  far  to  yield  to 
the  efl[icacy  of  the  medicines  ufually  prefcribe4^ 
and  they  were  adminiftered  in  vain.  The 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  was  uncommonly 
rapid,  and  terminated  fatally  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1794.  On  the  morning  of  that  day, 
his  attendants,  alarmed  at  the  evident  fymp- 
toms  of  approaching  dilTolution,  came  precipi? 
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lately  to  call  the  friend  who  has  now  the  me- 
lancholy tafk  of  recording  the  mournful  event. 
Not  a  moment  was  loft  in  repairing  to  his 
houfe.  He  was  lying  on  his  bed  in  a  pofture 
of  meditation ;  and  the  only  fymptom  of  re- 
maining life  was  a  fmall  degree  of  motion  in 
the  heart,  which  after  91  few  feconds  ceafed* 
and  he  expired  without  a  pang  or  groam*  Hi^ 
bodily  fufFering,  from  the  complacency  of  hifi 
features  and  the  eafe  pf  his  atjtitudp,  could  not 
have  been  fevere;  and  his  mind  m^ft  hav^  dep- 
rived confolation  from  thofe  fources  where  h? 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  feeking  it,  and  where 
alone,  m  our  laft  moments,  it  cm  ?vpr  b9 
found, 

Th^deep  regret  which  I  felt  at  the  time, 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  the  attendants  of 
Sir  William  Jone^  had  not  induced  them  to 
give  me  earlier  notice  of  the  ieK:tremity  of 
his  fituation^  is  not  yet  obliterated*  It  woul4 
have  afforded  me  an  opportunity  pf  perform- 
ing the  pleafing  buf  painful  ofiice,  of  foothing 
his  laft  moments,  and  I  fhould  have  felt  the 
fiQCgreft  gratification  in  receiving  his  lateft 
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(commartds;  nor  would  it  hate  been  lefs  fatls- 
fadory  to  the  public,  to  have  known  the  dy- 
ing fentiments  and  behaviour  of  a  man,  who 
had  fo  long  ^nd  defer vedly  enjoyed  fo  large  9, 
portion  of  their  efteem  and  admiratiout 
'  Ah  anecdote  of  Sir  \VilIiam  Jones  (upon 
tyhat  authority  I  know  not)  has  been  recorded} 
that  iramiediately  before  his  diffolution,  he  re- 
tired to  his  dofet,  and  expired  in  the  a£t  of 
adoration  to  his  Creator.  Such  a  circum- 
ftance  would  haye  been  copformable  to  his ' 
prevailing  habits  of  thinking  and  reflection ; 
but  it  is  not  fotrnded  in  fad;  he  died  upon  hi? 
bed,  and  in  the  fame  room  in  which  he  had 
remained  from  the  commencement  of  his  in-^ 
diipofitiony  ^ 

The  funeral  ceremony  w^s  performed  on 
Ithe  follQtvihjg  day  with  |^|mon ours  due  to  his 
jpublic  ftatioft ;  and  the  numerous  attendance 
pi:  ttfe  iiioft  refpedable  Britilh  inhabitants  of 
"Calcutta,  evinced  their  fdrrow  fpr  bis  lofs, 
and  their  refpe^  fojr  his  memory. 

If  my  fuccefs  in  defcribing  the  life  of  Sir 
WiHiam  Jphcs  has  been  proportionate  tp  my 
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wiihes,  and  to  my  admiration  of  his  charader, 
any  attempt  to  delineate  it  muft  now  be  fu- 
perflupus.  I  cannot,  however,  refift  the  im- 
pulfe  of  recapitulating  in  fubftance  what  has 
been  particularly  detailed  in  the  courfc  of  this 
work. 

In  the  fliort  fpace  of  forty-feven  years,  by 
the  exertion  of  rare  intelleftual  talents,  he  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  arts,  fciences,  and  lan- 
guages, which  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and 
fcarcely,  if  ever,  furpafled.  If  he  did  not 
attain  the  critical  proficiency  of  a  Porfon  or 
Parr  in  Grecian  literature ;  yet  his  knowledge 
of  it  was  moft  extenflve  and  profound,  and 
entitled  him  to  a  high  rank  in  the  firft  cl^fs  of 
fchoiars;  while  as  a  philologift",  he  could  boaft 
an  univerfality  in  which  he  had  no  rival. 
His  Ikill  in  the  idioms  of  India,  Periia,  and 
Arabia,  has  perhaps  never  been  equalled  by 
any  European;  and  his  compofitions  on 
Oriental  fubjeds,  difplay  a  tafte,  which  we 
feldom  find  in  the  writings  of  thofe  who  had 
preceded  him  in  thefe  tracts  of  literature** 

*  Amongst  those  who  have  latterly  distingoished  them- 
selves by  their  Oriental  learning,  the  l^t^  Reverend  J.  D. 
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The  language  of  Conftantinoplc  was  alfo  fa-t 
miliar  to  him ;  ^nd  of  the  Chinefe  charaderti 
and  tongue,  he  had  learned  enough  to  enable 
'  him  to  tranflate  an  ode  of  Confucius.  In  the 
modern  dialeds  of  Europe,  French,  Italian, 
Spanifh,  Portuguefe,  and  German,  he  was 
thoroughly  converfant,  and  had  perufed  the 
moll  admired  writers  in  thofe  languages.  I 
might  extend  the  lift,  by  fpecifying  other  dia* 
lefts  which  he  underftood,  but  which  he  ha4 
^      lefsperfedlyftudied*, 

Carlyle,  professor  of  Arabic-  in  the  University  of  Camr 
bridge,  has  displayed  equal  taste  and  erudition,  in  his  ele- 
gant translation  of  Si>efmens  ofAr^ibian  Poetry,  published 
in  1796, 

^  The  following  is  transcribed  frciin  a  paper  in  the 
.  I^and-writingof  Sir  William  Jones: 
languages: 
^       Eight  languages  studied  critically ; 
English,  Latin,  French,  Italian, 
Greek,  Arabic,  Persian,  Sanscrit. 
^     Eight  studied  less  perfectly,  but  all  intelligible  with  ^ 

djctioi^ary: 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  German^  Runick^ 
Hebrew,  Bengali,  Hindi,  Turkish. 

^.,, ^       .^TWelve  ftudied  least  perfectly^  bu|:  all  ^ttjtin^hlc; 

""      %y^^    Tibetian,  Palij  Phalavi,  Deri, 

Jl^ussian^  Syriac,  Ethiopic^  Coptic^ 
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But  mer?  philology  was  never  conndere4 
by  Sir  William  Jones  as  the  end  of  his  ftudies^ 
nor  as  any  thing  more   than  the  medium 
through  which  knowledge  was  to  be  acquired  > 
he  knew,  that  **  words  were  the  daughters 
♦^  of  earth,  and  things  the  fons  of  heaven/* 
and  would  have  difdained  the  charad;er  of  a 
mere  linguift.     In  the  little  Iketch  of  a  treatifc 
en  Education,  which  has  been  inferted  in  thefe 
Memoirs^he  defcribes  the  ufe  of  language,  and 
the  neceffity  of  acquiring  the  languages  of 
thofe  people  who  in  any  jperiod  of  the  world 
have   been   diftinguifhed   by  their  fujperior 
knowledge,  in  order  to  add  to  pur  own  re-? 
feairches  the  accumulated  wifdom  of  aU  ages 
and  nations.     Accordingly,  with  the  keys  of 
learning  in  his  pofleflion,  he  was  qualified  to 
unlock  the  literary  hoards  of  ancient  and  mo- 
dern times,  and  to  difplay  the  treafures  depo- 
fited  in  them,  for  the  ufe,  entertainment,  or 
inftrudiion  i)f  mankind.     In  the  courfe  of  his 

Welsh,  Swedish,  Dutch,  Chinese.  ^ 

Twenty-eight  languages, 

In  another  memorandum,  he  mentions  haying  read  a 
granQoi^ar  of  the  R|issi^  and  Welsh. 
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labours^  we  find  him  elucidating  the  laws  of 
Athene,  India^  and  Arabia ;  comparing  the 
philofophy  of  the   Porch,  the  Lyceum,  and 
Academy,  with  the  dodrines  df  the  Sufis  and 
Bramins ;  and,  by  a  rare  combination  of  taftc 
and  erudition,  exhibiting  the  mythological  fic<- 
tions  of*  the  Hindus  in  drains  not  unworthy 
the  fublimeft  Grecian  bards.     In  the  eleven 
difcourfes  which  he  addreflcd  to  the  Afiatic 
fociety,  on  the  hiftory,  civil  and  natural,  the 
antiquities,  arts,  fciences,  philofophy,  and  li- 
terature of  Afia,  and  on  the  origin  and  fami-. 
lies  of  nations,  he  has  difcuffed  the  fubjeds 
which  he  prpfefled  to  explain,  with  a  perfpi- 
cuity  which  delights  and  inftru6ls,  and  in  a 
ftyle  which  never  ceafes  to  plcafe,  where  his 
arguments   may  not '  always   convince.      In 
thefe  difquifitions,  he  has  more  particularly 
difplayed   his  profound  Oriental  learning  in 
illuftrating  topics  of  great  importance  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind  ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  la*- 
mented,  that  he  did  not  live  to  revife  and  im- 
prove them  in  England,  with  the  advantages 
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of  accumulated    knowledge  and  uhdifturbed 

leifure*. 

*  Of  these  discourses,  the  subjects  of  the  two  first  hare 
been  noticed,  in  the  Mempirs ;  the  seven  following,  from 
the  third  to  the  ninth  inclusive,  are  appropriated  to  tht 
solution  of  an  important  {nrobleila,  whether  the  five  nations^ 
viz^the  Indians,  Arabs,  Tartars,  Persians,  and  Chinese, who  , 
have  divided  amongst  themselves^  as  a  kind  of  inheritance^ 
the  vast  continent  of  Asia,  had  a  common  orig^  and  wher 
ther  that  origin  was  the  same  that  is  generally  ascribed  to 
them. 

Tp  each  of  these  nations  a  distinct  essay  is  allotted,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  wbo  they  were,  whence  and 
mjhen  they  came,  and  where  they  are  now  settled.  The 
jgeneral  m^dia  through  which  this  extensive  investigation 
is  pursued,  are,  first,  their  languages  and  letters;  secondly, 
thekr  philosophy ;  thirdly,  the  actual  remains  of  their  old 
sculpture  and  architecture;  and,  fourthly,  the  written  memo** 
rials  of  their  sciences  and  arts:  the  eighth  discourse  is  al* 
^ptted  to  the  borderersj  mountaineers^  and  islanders  of  Asia^ 
apd  ^^^  iiinth,  on  the  origin  2Lnd  families  of  nations,  gives 
jt^  result  of  the  whole  enquiry. 

To  state  all  the  information  which  is  curious,  novel,  and 
interesting,  in  these  discourses,  would  be  nearly  to  tran» 
scribe  the  whole,  and  the  very  nature  of  them  does  not  ad- 
mit of  9  Satisfactory  abridgment ;  the  conclusion  adopted 
by  Sir  William  Jones,  may  be  given  in  his  own  words  5  but 
^l^is  without  the  arguments  from  which  it  is  deduced,  and 
the  facts  and  observations  on  which  those  arguments  are 
founded,  must  be  imperfectly  understood.  I  must  there- 
fore refer  the  reader,  who  is  desirous  of  investigating  the 
great  problem  of  the  derivation  of  nations  from  their  pa- 
rental stocky  or^  in  pther  words,  of  the  population  of  the 
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A  mere  catalogue  of  the  writings  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  would  flicw  the  extent  and 

worlds  to  the  discourses  themselves;  and  in  presenting  him 
wkh  a  faint  outline  of  some  of  the  most  important  facts 
and  observations  contained  in  them>  I  mean  rather  to  ex- 
cite his  curiosity  than  to  gratify  it. 

I  shall  follow  the  discourses  in  the  order  In  which  they 
StvoAi  and,  to  avoid  unnecessai-y  phraseology,  I  shall,  as 
for  as  possible,  use  the  language  of  Sir  William  Jones  him- 
self. 

The  first  discourse,  which  is  the  third  of  the  series  in 
which  they  were  delivered,  begins  with  the  Hindus, 

The  civil  history  of  the  inhabitants  of  India,  beyond  the 
'  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century  from  the  present  tiipe,  is 
fcirreloped  in  a  cloud  of  fables.*  Facts,  strengthened  by 
analogy,  may  lead  us  to  suppose  the  existence  of  a  primeval^ 
langnage  in  Upper  India,  which  may  be  called  Hindis  and 
that  the  Sanscrit  was  introduced  into  it,  by  conquerors  from 
other  kingdoms  in  some  very  remote  age.  The  Sanscrit 
language^  whatever  be  its  antiquity,  is  of  a  wonderful 
structure-,  more  perfect  than  the  Greek,  more  copious 
than  the  Latin,  and  more  exquisitely  refined  than  either ; 
yet  bearing  to  both  of  them  a  stronger  aflinity,  both  in  the 
roots  of  verbs,  and  in  the  form  of  grammar,  than  could 
possibly  have  been  produced  by  accident  5  so  strong  in- 
deed, that  no  philologer  could  examine  them  all  three 
without  believing  them  to  have  sprung  from  sotne  common 
source,  which  perhaps  no  longer  exists.  There  is  a  similar 
reason,  though  not  quite  so  forcible,  for  supposing  that 
both  the  Gothich  and  Ceiticky^  though  blended  with  a 
▼ery  diflferent  idiom,  had  the  same  origin  with  the  San- 
scrit;  and  the  old  Persian  might  be  added  to  the  same 
family. 
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variety  of  Ms  erudition  j  a  perafd  of  them 

will  provc»   that  it  was  no   kfs  deep-  thaa 

< 

The  Deb-nagari  characters^  in,  windx  the  languages  of 
India  were  originally  written,  are  adopted  with  little  va- 
riation in  form,  in  more  than  twenty  kingdoms  and  states, 
from  the  borders  of  Cashgar  and  Khoten^  to  the  Southern 
extremity  of  the  peninsula ;  and  from  the  Indus  to  the 
river  of  Siam.  That  the  square  Chaldalc  characters,  in 
which  most  Hebrew  books  are  copied,  were  originally  the 
same,  or  derived  from  the  same  prototype,  both  with  the 
Indian  and  Arabian  characters,  there  can  be  little  doubt  j 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  Pheenician,  from  which  the 
Greek  and  Roman  alphabets  were  formed,  had  a  similar 
origin. 

The  deities  adored  in  India^  were  worshipped  under 
different  names  in  Old  Greece  and  Italy^  and  the  same  phi* 
losophical  tenets  which  were  illustrated  by  the  lonicjj^  and 
Attick  writers,  with  all  the  beauties  of  their  melodious  lan- 
guage, are  professed  in  India.  The  //at' philosophical 
schools  of  the  Indians,  comprise  all  the  metaphysicks  of 
the  old  Academyy  the  StSa^  and  the  Lyceum  ;  nor  can  we 
hesitate  to  believe,  that  Pythagoras  and  Plato,  derived 
their  sublime  theories  from  the  same  fountain  with  the 
sages  of  India.  The  Scythian  and  Hyperborean  doctri^ies  and 
mythology  are  discovered  in  every  part  of  the  Eastern  re- 
gions, and  that  Wod  or  Oden,  was  the  same  with  Budh 
of  India,  and  Fo  of  China,  seems  indisputable. 

The  remains  of  architecture  and  sculpture  in  India,  seem 
to  prove  an  early  connection  between  that  country  and 
Africa.  The  letters  on  many  of  the  monuments  appear 
partly  of  Induitiy  and  partly  of  Abyssinian  or  Ethiopick  ovu 
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mifcellaneous.     Whatever  topic  hi  difcuffes^ 
his    ideas  flow  with  eafe  and  perfpicuityj 


gin  ;  and  these  indubitable  facts  seem  to  authorise  a  pro-^ 
bable  opinion^  that  Ethiopia  and  Hindustan  were  colonized 
by  the  same  race.  The  period  of  the  subjugation  of  India, 
by  the  Hindus  under  Rama,  from  Audh  to  Silan,  may  bei 
dated  at  about  36  centuries  before  the  present  period. 

The  ARABS  come  next  under  investigation.  The 
Arabic  language  is  unquestionably  one  of  the  most  ancient 
in  the  world.  That  it  has  not  the  least  resemblance  either 
in  words,  or  in  the  structure  of  them,  to  the  Sanscrit,  or 
great  parent  of  the  Indian  dialects,  is  established  by  the 
most  irrefragable  arguments.  With  respect  to  the  charac- 
ters in  which  the  old  compositions  of  Arabia  were  written, 
little  is  known  except  that  the  Koran  originally  appeared 
in  those  of  Kufai,  from  which  the  modem  Arabian  cha- 
racters were  derived,  and  which  unquestionably  had  a  com- 
mon origin  with  the  Hebrew  and  Chaldaic.  It  has  gene- 
tally  been  supposed,  that  the  old  religion  of  the  Arabs 
was  entirely  Sabian ;  but  the  information  concerning  the 
Sabian  faith,  and  even  the  meaning  of  the  word,  is  too 
imperfect  to  admit  of  any  satisfactory  conclusion  on  the 
subject.  That  the  people  of  Temen  soon  fell  into  the 
common  idolatry  of  adoring  the  sun  and  firmament,  is 
certain;  other  tribes  worshipped  the  planets  and  fixed  stars, 
%ut  the  religion  of  the  poets  jseems  to  have  been  pure 
theism:  of  any  philosophy  but  ethics,  there  are  no 
traces  among  them;  and  their  system  of  morals  was 
miserably  depraved  for  a  century,  at  least,  before  Mo- 
hammed. 

Few  monuments  of  antiquity  are  preserved  in  Arabia^ 
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his  fty4e  is  always  clear  apd  poliftied ;  ani- 
mated and  forcible  when:  his  fubjeft  requires 


smd  of  these  the  accoimts  are  u&cert^n.  Of  sciences,  the 
Arabs  of  Hejaz  were  totally  ighorant,  and  the  only  arts 
stKcessiiiily  cultivated  by  theoij  (horsem^hip  and  nxUi* 
tary  accomplishments  excepted,)  were  poetry  and  rheto- 
ric. The  people  of  Yemen  had  possibly  more  mechani- 
cal arts,  and  perhaps  more  science. 

Thus  it  clearly  appears,  thaff  the  Arabs  both  of  Hejaz 
and  Yemen,  sprang  from  a  stock  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  Hindus ;  and  if  we  give  credit  to  the  univer- 
sal tradition  of  Yemen,  that  Yoktan,  the  son  of  Eber,  first 
settled  his  family  in  Arabia,  their  first  establishments  in 
their  respective  countries  were  nearly  coeval,  about  eigh- 
teen centuries  before  the  Christian  aera. 

The  TARTARS  furnish  the  subject  of  the  fifth  dis- 
course. In  general,  they  diflfer  wholly  in  feature  and 
complexion  from  the  Hindus  and  Arabs*.  The  g^eaeral 
traditional  history  of  the  Tartars  begins  with  Oghuz,  as 
tliat  of  the  Hindus  does  with  Rama ;  and  according  to 
Visdelou,  the  king  of  the  Hyumnus  or  Huns,  began 
his  reign  about  3560  years  ago,  not  long  after  the  time 
fixed,  in  the  former  discourses,  for  the  regular  esta- 
blishments of  the  Hindus  and  Arabs  in  their  several 
countries. 

The  enquiry  concerning  the  languages  and  letters  of 
the  Tartars,  pr^ents.  a  deplorable  void,  or  a  prospect  as 
barren  and  dreary  as  their  deserts ;  they  had  in  general 
no  literature,  (a  propositioni  which  is  oot  affected  by  ad- 
mitting with  Ibnu  Arabshah,  the  existence  of  Dilberjtn 
and  Eighuri  letters);  and  all  that  can  be  safely  inferred 
from  the  little  information  we  have  on  the  subject,  is  the 
•  probability  that  the  various  dialects  of  Tartary  descended 
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it.     His  philological,  botanical,  philofophicaV 

and  chronological  difquifitions,  his  hifloricat 

» 

firom  one  cbmihbn  st6ck,  essentially  diffendnt  fxdiii  thai 
firom  which  the  Indian  and  Arabian  tongues  severally  earner 
The  language  of  the  Brahmansi  affords  a  proof  of  an  im^ 
memorial  and  tdtal  diffcfrence  between  the  savages  of  the 
mountains^  as  the  Chinese  call  the  Tartars,  and  the  studi-^ 
ous>  placid,  contemplative  inhabitants  of  India. 

Pui-6  thdsm  appears  tcJ^have'  prevailed  in  Tirtary  for 
some  geherations  after  Yafet ;  the  Mongals  and  Turcs 
some  ages  afterwards  relapsed  into  idolatry  3  but  Chihgis 
Inras  z  ihekU 

Thus  it  has  bfeed  proted  biij^ond  cdiiti*ovei*sy,  tliat  the 
^  greater  part  of  Asia  has  been  peopled,  and  immemorii. 
ally  possessed  by  three  considerable  nations,  whom  fof 
want  of  bettei^  names  we  may  call  Hindus^  Arabs>  and 
Tartars  5  eich  of  them  divided  and  subdivided  into  an  in** 
finite  number  of  branches,  and  all  of  them  so  diiFerent  in 
form  and  features,  language,  mailiiers,  and  religion,  that 
if  they  sprang  originally  from  one  conwnon  root,  they 
must  have  been  separated  for  ages. 

The  sixth  and  next  discourse  is  on  Persia  or  Iran* 

There  is  solid  reason  to  suppose,  that  a  powerful  mo* 
narchy  had  been  established  in  Iran,  forages  before  the 
Assyrian  Dynasty,  (which  commenced  with  Cayumers, 
about  eight  or  nine  centuries  before  Christ)  under  the 
name  of  the  Mahabadian  Dynasty,  and  that  it  must  be  the 
oldest^in  the  world. 

When  Mohammed  was  bom,  tw;o  languages  appear  to 
have  been  generally  prevalent  in  the  great  empire  of  Iran } 
that  of  the  court,  thence  named  Deri,  which  was  only 
a  refined  and  elegant  dialect  of  the  Parsi,  and  that  of 
the  learned  named  Pahlavi.    But  besides  these  twoj  a 
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refearch'es,  arid  even  his   Peirfian  grammar, 
whilft  they  fix  the  curiofitjr  and  attention  of 

very  ancient  and  abstruse  tongue  was  known  to  the  priests 
and  philosophers,  called  the  language  of  the  Zend,  because 
a  book  on  religious  and  moral  duties,  which  they  held 
sacred,  and  which  bore  that  name,  had  been  written  in  ir. 
The  Zendy  and  old  Pa/ilayi,  are  now  almost  extinct  in  Iran; 
but  the  Parsi,  which  remains  almost  pure  in  the  Shahna- 
meh  (a  poem  composed  about  eight  centuries  ago),  has  now 
become  anewandexquisitelypolishedlanguage.TheParw' 
has  so  much  of  the  Sanscrit,  that  it  was  evidently  derived 
from  the  language  of  the  Brahmans;  but  the  pure  Persian 
contains  no  traces  of  any  Arabian  tongue.  The  Pahlavi,  on 
the  contrary,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  Arabic,  and  a 
perusal  of  the  Zend  glossary,  in  the  work  of  Mr.  A.  du 
Perron>  decidedly  proves  the  language  of  the  Zand  to  be 
at  least  a  dialect  of  the  Sanscrit.  From  all  these  facts  it 
is  a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  oldest  discoverable 
languages  in  Persia,  were  Chaldaic  and  Sanscrit;  that 
when  they  ceased  tobe  vernacular,  the  Pahlavi  and  Zend 
were  deduced  from  them  respectively,  and  the  Pars!  from 
the  Zend,  or  immediately  from  the  dialect  of  the  Brah« 
mans,  but  all  had  perhaps  a  mixture  of  Tartarian  j^  for  the 
best  lexicographers  assert,  that  numberless  words  in  an- 
cient Persian  are  taken  from  the  language  of  the  Cimme- 
rians, or  the  Tartars  of  the  Klpfeiiak. 

The  ancient  religion  of  the  old  Persians  was  pure 
theism,  which  prevailed  until  the  accession  of  Cayumers, 
and  was  evidently  the  religion  of  the  Brahmans;  whilst 
the  doctrine  of  the  2^end,  was  as  evidently  distinct  froiQ 
that  of  the  Veda.  With  their  religion,  their  philosophy 
'  was  intimately  connected;  and  a  metaphysical  thfology 
lu^been  immemQrialiy  professed  by  a  num^rotis  sect  o£ 
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the  reader,  by  the  novelty,  depth,^  or  i»p€«^- 
ance  of  the  knowledge  difplayed  in  them,  aU 

Persians  and  HUidiKSjwhidiwas  carried  partly  iBtoi»Greece» 
a^d  prevails  eveii  now  soxiong  the  learned  Mohaminedans, 
who  sometixnes  avow  it  without  reserve*  The  inoden% 
professors  of  this  philosophyi  which,  is  that  of  the  Indian 
Vidanti  school,  are  called  Suiis^  Their  fundament^ 
tenet  is»  that  iiothing  exists  but  God ;  that  the  humm 
soul  is  an  eman^ioA  from  |kis  essence,  and  though  divided^ 
for  a  time  froni  ks  heavenly  source*  wiU  be  finaJilLy  re^; 
united  with  it|  in  th^  enjoyment  of  the  hiigh^st  possibly 
l^piness. 

The  result  of  this  discourse  is,  that  a  powerful  mov 
liprchy  was  established  in  lr|n,  long  before  the  Pishdadi 
QF  Assyrian  government ;  that  it  was  in,  truth  a  Qindii 
monarchy!  that  it  subsisted  many  centiuriesj  afid  that  it^ 
history  has  been  engrafted  ou  that, of  the  Hindus,  wh<^ 
founded  the  monarchif  s  of  Ayodhya  or  Awljit  and  In-* 
draprestha  or  X)eUu;  that  the  language  of  the  first  Persia^ 
empire  was  the  mother  of  the  Sqmoritt  and  conse^entlj^ 
of  the  Zend  and  Persian,  a$  well  as  of  the  Qreek,.  Latin^ 
and  Gothic  \  tibat  tl^e  language  of  the  Assyrians  wsrs  th% 
parent  of  Chakbic  and  Pahlavi;  and  that  the  primary 
Tartar'  Ifuiguage  has  been  current  in  the  same  empire. 
Thus  the  three  distinct  races  of  men^  de$(;ribe4  iA'  tbft 

'  *  former  essays,  as  possessors  of  India^  Anibia^,  and  Tartaigrt 
are  discovered  in  Iriii  pr  Persia,  isx  the  e^UesI  da^wii  of 
history.    * 
Whether  Asia  njay  not  havq  produced,  Qth^r  races  P^ 

• "  ^meiit  distinct  frpm  the  Hindus,  the  Anfe^  ordieTartarSt 
or  whether  any  apparent  diversity  jg^ay  not.  hav^  spn^ng 
from  ain  intermixture,  of  these  thi^,;  in  di^rent  propor^ 
tions^^  ravins  to  be  lAvt^stig^tcri  9  wi^  in  this  view^  tht 
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wiys  delight  by  elegance  of  diftion.     His 
tompofitions  are  never  dry,  tedious^  nor  dif- 

enquiry'  next  proceeds  to  the  Chinese,  who  foim  the 
subject  of  the  seventh  discourse.  ^ 

The  word  China,  is  well  koown  to  the' people  whom 
we  call  Chinese,  but  they  never  apply  it  to  themselves  or 
their  country.  They  describe  themselves  as  the  people 
of  Han,  or  some  other  illustrious  family,  and  their  coun- 
try they  call  CAim-cu€y  or  the  central  region,  or  Tien-hta, 
meaning  what  is  under  heaven. 

From  the  evidence  of  Con-fut-su  or  Confucius,  it  is 
proved  that  the  Chinese  themselves  do  not  even  pretend 
that,  in  the  age  of  that  philosopher,  any  historical  monu- 
ment existed  preceding  the  rise  of  their  third  dynasty^ 
above  eleven  hundred  years  before  the  Chrbtian  epoch  i 
and  that  the  reign  of  Vuvam,  who  has  the  fame  of  having 
founded  that  dynasty,  was  in  the  infancy  of  their  em- 
pire }  and  it  has  been  asserted  by  very  learned  Europeans, 
that  even  of  this  third  dynasty  no  unsuspected  memorial 
can  now  be  produced.  It  was  not  untU  the  eighth  cen- 
tury before  our  Saviour,  that  a  sn^iall  kingdom  was  erect- 
ed in  the  province  of  Shensi;  and  both  the  country  and 
its  metropolis  were  called  Chin.  The  territory  of  jChin  * 
so  called  by  the  old  Hindus,  by  the  Persians  and  Chinese, 
gave  its  name  to  a  race  of  Emperors,  whose  tyranny  made  . 
them  so  unpopular,  that  the  modern  inhabitants  of  China 
hold  the  name  in  abhorrence. 

The  Chinas  are  mentioned  by  Menu,  in  a  book  next 
in  time  and  authority  to  the  Veda,  as  one  of  the  families 
of  the  military  class,  who  gradually  abandoned  the  ordi* 
nances  of  the  Veda  ^  and  there  is  a  strong  presumptioiSk, 
for  supposing,  that  the  Chinas  of  Menu  ^e  the  Chitese* 
Hence  it  is  probable,  that  the  whole  rate  of  Chiwtse  de^ 
Kended  from  the  Chinas  of  Menu,  and  mixing  with  the. 
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guftingi  and  literature  and  fcience  come  from 
his  handsi  adorned  with  all  their  grace  and 
beauty. 

Tartars^  by  whom  the  plains  of  Honan,  and  the  more 
Southern  provinces  were  thinly  inhabited,  founded  by 
degrees  the  race  of  men,  who  are  now  in  possession  of 
the  noblest  empire  in  Asia.  The  language  and  letters, 
religion  and  philosophy  of  the  modern  Chinese,  or  their 
ancient  monuments,  their  sciences,  and  their  arts,  furnish, 
little,  either  in  support  or  refutation  of  this  opinion,  but 
various  circumstances  under  the  two  heads  of  literature 
and  religion,  seem  collectively  to  prove,  (as  far  as  such 
questions  admit  of  proof)  that  the  Chinese  and  Hindus 
were  originally  the  same  people.  Many  singular  marks 
of  relation  may  be  discovered  between  them  and  the  old 
Hindus,  as  in  the  remarkable  period  offour  hundred  and 
thirty 'two  thousand^ ;  and  in  the  cycle  of  sixty  years, 
in  the  predilection  for  the  mystical  number  nine^  in  many 
similar  fasts  and  great  festivals,  especially  at  the  solstices 
and  equinoxes ;  in  the  obsequies  consisting  of  rice  and 
fruits  offered  to  their  deceased  ancestors  5  in  their  dread 
of  dying  childless,  lest  such  offerings  should  be  inter- 
mitted; and  perhaps  in  their  common  abhorrence  of  red 
objects ;  which  the  Indians  carry  so  far,  that  Menu  him- 
self, when  he  allows  a  Bramin  to  trade,  if  he  cannot  other- 
wise support  life,  absolutely  forbids  "  his  trafficking  in 
•*  any  sort  of  red  cloths,  whether  linen  or  woollen,  or 
"  made  of  woven  bark.'* 
The  Japanese  are  supposed  to  be  descended  from  the 

'  *  The  period  of  432,000  years,  seems  to  be  founded  on  an  Mtrono- 
mical,  calculfttMm  purposely  disguised,  by  ciphers  added  or  subtracted, 
ad  libitum.  See  Discourse  on  Chxxiuology  of  the  Hindus,  Sir  William 
Jones's  Works,  vol.  iy.  p.  1. 
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No  writer  perhaps  ever.difplayed  fo  much 
learning,  with  fo  little  affeftation  of  lU  In- 
same  stock  as  the  Chinese;  the  Hindu  or  Egyptian  ido- 
latry has  prevailed  in  Japan  from  the  earliest  ages,  and 
amongst  the  ancient  idols  worshipped  in  that  country, 
there  are  many  which  are  every  day  seep  in  the  temples 
of  Bengal. 

The  borderers,  mountaineers^  and  inlanders  of  Asia, 
form  the  subject  of  the  eighth  discourse.  It  begins  with 
the  Idumeans  or  Erythreans,  who  were  indubitably  dis- 
tinct from  the  Arabs,  and,  from  the  concurrence  of  many 
strong  testimonies,  may  be  referred  to  the  Indian  stem. 

That  the  written  Abyssinian  language,  which  we  call 
Ethiopic,  is  a  dialecrof  the  old  Chaldean,  and  sister  of  the 
Arabic  and  Hebrew,  is  certain;  and  a  cursory  examina- 
tion of  mapy  old  inscriptions  on  pillars  and  in  caves,  leaves 
Kttle  doubt,  that  the  Nagari  and  Ethiopian  letters  had  a^ 
similar  form.  It  is  supposed,  that  the  Abyssinians  of  the 
Arabian  stock  having  no  letters,  borrowed  those  of  the 
black  Pagans,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Troglodytes ;  and 
upon  the  whole,  it  seems  probable  that  the  Ethtops  of 
Meroe  were  the  same  people  with  the  first  Egyptians,  and 
consequently,  as  it  might  easily  be  shewn,  with  the 
original  Hindus. 

There  is  no  trace  in  the  maritime  part  of  Yemen,  from 
Aden  to  Maskat,  of  any  nation  who  were  not  Arabs  or 
Abyssinian  invaders  \  and  from  the  gulf  of  Persia  to  the 
rivers  Cur  and  Aras,  no  vestige  appears  of  any  people 
distinct  from  the  Arabs,  Persians,  and  Tartars.  The 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  mountains  which  separate. 
Iran  from  India^  were  anciently  distinguished  among  the 
Brahmansy  by  the  name  of  Doradas ;  they  seem  to  have  ' 
been  destroyed  or  expelled  by  the  Afgans  or  Patans  j 
and  there  is  very  solid  ground  for  believing,  that  tlie 
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ftcad  of  overwhelming  his  ueaderB  with  pcr^ 
petual  quQtfdons  from  ancient  md  modem 

Afgans  Rescinded  from  the  Jews  i  btc^uae  they  some« 
^mes  in  confidence  avow  tliat  unpopular  origuis  which  'm 
general  they  sedulously  conceals  sind  which  other  Mus^ 
selnians  positively  assert}  because  Hazar^t^  which  afK 
pears  to  be  the  Azareth  of  Esdras,  is  one  of  their  ter* 
ritories}  and  principally  because  tiiw  language  is  evi* 
dently  a  dialect  of  the  scriptural  Chaldaic. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  remark^  that  the  copious  vo- 
cabulary exhibited  by  Grellnaa^  of  the  Gypsy  dialectic 
contains  so  many  Sanscrit  words>  that  their  Indian  origin 
c^h  hardly  hfi  doubted.    • 

The  Bovasy  a  remarkable  race  of  meo»  inhabiting; 
chiefly  the  cities  of  Gujarai^  though  Musselo^ans  in  re* 
ligions  are  Jews  in  genius>  features^  and  manners^  and 
probably  came  firsts  with  their  brethren  the  Afgans»  to 
the  borders  of  India. 

The  languages^  letters,  religioui  and  old  monuments 
of  Silan  (Ceylon),  prove  that  it  was  immemoriaUy  peo» 
pled  by.  the  Hindu  race.  To  the  people  of  Java  and 
Sumatra,  the  samf  origin  may  be  assigned;  a?id  relyiiig 
upon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Marsden,  that  clear  vestiges 
of  one  ancient  language  are  discernible  in  all.  the  insular 
dialects  of  the  Southern  seas  from  Madagascar  to  the 
PhilippineS|  and  even  to  the  remotest  islands  lately  dis* 
covered,  we  may  infer  from  the  specimens  of  those  Ian* 
guages,  in  his  accoqnt  of  Sumatra,  that  the  paient  of 
them  all  was  nq  other  than  the  Sanscrit. 

That  the  people  of  Potyid,  or  Thibet,  were  Hindus, 
is  known  from  thig  researches  of  Qassiano ;  their  writtei^ 
}anguage  provfis  it. 

The  natives  of  Eighur^  Tanctiln  and  Khata^  who  ha4 
systifms  of  Iptt^s^  and  ajr^  even  sjwd  to  have  cultivate<i 
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«A^ofs,  tvhoi(e  Ideas  or  information  he  adopts, 
he  tranfmut^s  thek  fenfe  into  his  own  lan-^ 

ttberal  aits>  miy  b^  suspected  to  have  htm  of  the  InditR^ 
not  of  the  Tartarian  family;  and  the  same  remark  may 
be  applied  to  the  nation  called  Barmas^  but  who  are 
4nown  to  tbttptrndits  by  the  nan&e  of  Brahmaclnnas^  and 
ston  to  have  been  the  Brachmani  oJF  Ptolemy. 

From  all  that  can  be  learned  of  the  old  religbh  and 
manners  of  the  Hyparboreans,  they  appear  Uke  the  Mas- 
5aget«3  smd  some  oth^  nati<»is  usually  considered  as 
Tartars,  to  be  really  of  the  Gothic,  that  is>  of  the  Hindi! 
tace ;  for  it  is  demonstrable^  that  the  Goths  and  Hindus 
had  originally  the  same  language,  gave  die  same  ap^ 
peUadon  to  the  stars  and  planets,  adored  the  same  false 
deities,  performed  the  same  Moody  sacrifices,  and  pra« 
Messed  the  same  notions  of  rewards  and  punishments 
after  death.    It  may  be  concluded,  that  all  the  North- 
ern languages,  excepting  the  Gothic,  had  a  Tartariah 
torigin  hke  that  universally  ascribed  tci  the  Sclavoniaiu 

From  the  best  infordu^ion  procuhible  in  Bengal,  i|; 
satisfactorily  appears,  that  the  basis  of  the*  Armenian, 
was  the  ancient  Persian,  of  the  same  Indian  stock  with 
the  Zend,  and  that  it  has  been  gradually  changed,  firom 
the  time  that  Armenia  ceased  to  be  a  province  of  Ir&n. 

The  Greeks  and  Phrygians,  though  differing  some- 
what in  manners,  and  perhaps  in  dialect,  had  an  appo* 
rent  affinity  in  religion  as  well  as  in  language ;  the  grand 
object  of  mysterious  worship  in  Phrygia,  is  stated  by  the 
Greeks  to  be  the  mother  of  the  gods,  or  nature  personified; 
as  she  is  seen  among  the  Indans,  in  a  thousand  fbrms> 
and  under  a  thousand  names.  The  Diana  of  Ephesus, 
was  manifestly  the  same  goddess,  in  the  character  of 
productive  nature ;  and  the  Astarte  of  the  Syrian^  and 
Phoenicians^  appears^  to  be  the  same  in  another  form. 
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guagfc ;  and  ^VhUft  his  compofitions  tm  this 
account  have  a  pjeafing  uniformity ,^U  lefs 

The  Phoenicians^  like  the  Hindu8>  adored  the  sun,  and 
asserted  water  to  be  the  first  of  created  tMn^ ;  nor  can 
it  be  doubted,  that  Syria,  Samaria,  and  Phcenice,  (or  the 
long  strip  of  land  on  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean) 
were  anciently  peo[^ed  by  a  branch  of  the  Hindu  stock, 
but  were  qftet^wards  iiihabited  by  that  race,  for  the 
present  called  Arabian  i  in  all  three,  the  oldest  religion 
was  the  Assyrian,  as  it  is  called  by  Selden,  and  the  Sa- 
maritan letters  appear  to  have  been  the  same  at  first 
with  those  of  Phoenice ;  but  the  Syriac  language,  of 
which  aoiple  remains  are  preserved,  and  the  Punic,  of 
which  a  specimen  is  seen  in  Plautus,  and  oft  monuments 
lately  brought  to  light,  were  indisputably  of  a  Chalddc 
or  Arabic  origin.  Thus  all  the  different  races  mentioned 
in  this  discourse,  may  be  referred  to  an  Indian  or  Ara- 
bian pedigree* 

The  ninth  discourse,  On  the  Origin  and  Families  vf 
Nations 9  opens  with  a  short  review  of  the  propositions  to 
whidi  we  have  been  gradually  led. 

That  the  first  race  of  Persians  and  Indians,  to  whom 
may  be  added  the  Bomans  "Sind  Greeksy  the  Goths  and 
the  old  JSgyptians  or  Ethiopsy  originally  spoke  the  same 
•language,  and  professed  the  same  popular  faith,  is  capa- 
ble of  incontestable  proof:  that  the  Jews  and  Arabs,  the 
jlssyriansy  or  second  Persian  race,  the  people  who  spoke 
SW'iaCy  and  a  numerous  tribe  of  Abyssinians  used  one 
primitive  dialect,  wholly  distinct  fi:om  the  idiom  just 
mentioned,  is  undisputed  and  indisputable:  but  that  the 
settlers  in  China  and  Japan  had  a  common  origin  with 
the  HinduSy  is  no  more  than  highly  probable^  and  that 
all  the  Tariarsy  as  they  are  inaccurately  called,  wer0 
ftmfaWy  of  a  third  separate  branch,  totally  differing  fyow 
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learned  readers  are  enabled  to  reap  the  firuits 
of  his  labcnrioiis  iludies* 

the  two  others  in  language,  manners,  and  features,  may 
be  plausibly  conjectured,  but  cannot  for  reasons  alleged 
in  a  former  essay  be  perspicuously  she\\m,  and  is  there- 
fore for  the  present  merely  assumed. 

If  the  human  race,  as  may  be  confidently  affirmed, 
be  of  one  natural  species,  they  must  all  have  proceeded 
from  one  pair;  and  the  world,  with  respect  to  its  popu- 
lation, in  the  age  of  Mahomet,  would  exhibit  the  same 
appearances  as  were  then  actually  observed  upon  it.     At 
that  period,  five  races  of  men,  peculiarly  distinguished 
for  their  multitude  and  extent  of  dominion,  were  visible 
in  Asta^  but  these  have  been  reduced  by  enquiry  to 
three,  because  no  niore  can  be  discovered,  that  essen- 
tially  differ  in  language,  religion,  miners,  and  luiown 
■  characteristics.    These  three  races  of  men,  (if  tlie  pre- 
ceding conclusions  be  justly  drawn)  must  have  migrated 
originally  from  a  central  country,  and  aU  the  pfasenomena 
tetid  to  shew  that  country  to  be  Ir4n ;  it  is  there  only 
that  the  traces  of  the  three  primitive  languages  are  dis- 
covered in  the  earliest  historical  age,  and  its  position ' 
with  respect  to  Arabia  or  Egypt ^  India y  Tartary^  cr . 
ChinOj  gives  a  weight  to  the  conclusion,  which  it  would 
not  have,  if  either  of  those  countries  were  assumed  as 
the  central  region  of  population.    Thus,  it  is  proved  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Asia,  and  consequently  of  the  whole 
earth,  sprang  from  the  three  branches  of  one  stem :  arid 
that  these  branches  have  shot  into  their  present  state  of 
luxuriance,  in  a  period  comparatively  short,  is  apparent 
from  a  fact  universally  acknowledged,  that  we  find  no 
certain  monument,  nor  even  probable  traditions  of  na-» 
tions  planted,  empires  and  states  raised,  laws  enacted^ 
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tiU  icgikl  publications  have  beetl  notiiied 
in  thfefe  Memoirs :  of  their  mttk  I  am  not 

cities  built,  navigation  improved,  commerce  encouraged^ 
arls  invented,  of  letter's  contrived,  above  twelve,  or  at 
most  fifteen  or  sixteen,  centwries  before  Christ* 

Hence  it  seems  to  follow,  that  the  only  family  after  the 
Jiddd  established  themselves  in  the  Northern  part  of 
Itdn  i  that  as  thfey  multiplied,  they  were  divided  into 
three  distinct  branches,  each  retaining  little  at  first,  and 
losing  the  whole  by  degrees,  of  their  common  primslry 
Istn'guage,  but  agreeing  severally  on  new  expressions 
for  new  ideas ;  that  the  branch  of  Yafet  was  enlarged 
In  many  scattered  shoots  over  the  North  o(  Europe  and 
Asia,  difiusing  themselves  as  far  as  the  Western  and 
Eastern  seas,  and  at  length  in  the  infancy  of  navigation 
beyond  them  both  j  that  they  cultivated  no  liberal  arts* 
and  had  no  use  of  letters,  but  formed  a  variety  of  disdccts 
*as  their  tribes  were  variously  ramified-,  that,  secandly,  the 
children  of  Ham,  who  founded  in  Iran  itself  the  first  mo-* 
tiarchy  of  ChaldeanSy  invented  letters,  observed  aiul 
nam^  the  luminaries  of  the  firmament,  csakulated  the 
htoxhn  Indian  period  of  432|000  years,  or  an  hundred 
and  twenty  repetitions  of  the  Saros;  that  they  were  dis- 
pei^sed  at  variolas  intervals  and  in  various  colonies  over 
land  and  ocean }  th^t  the  tribes  of  il/tsrr,  Cttsh^  and 
Hamaf  (names  remaining  unchanged  in  Sanacrit,  and 
highly  revered  by  the  Hindus)  settled  in  Afrkk  and 
India;  while  some  of  them,  having  improved  th^  arto^ 
sailing,  passed  from  Egypt^  Phcenke,  and  Phrj/gia,  into 
Italy  znd  Oreece;  whilst  a  swarm  Irom  the  same  hive 
'moved  by  a  northerly  course  into  Scandindvia,  and 
another,  hy  the  head  of  the  Oxus,  and  through  the 
passes  of  Imaus,  into  Cashgar  and  Eiglmr^  Khata^  aod 
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quaJifie4  W>  ipedc.    X.  hav«  bees  iofonxjcd, 
that  his  £0a7  on  the  Law  of  BailniieoCf 

^  Jihoten,  as  far  as  ib^  territories  of  Chin  and  Tsnfiufi^ 
where  letters  kave  been  immemorially  used  and  arts  cu}? 
tivated,  nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  believe,  that  some  of 
them  found  their  way  froni  the  Eastern  isles  into  MtxiQQ 
and  Peru  J  where  traces  Wjcre  discovered  of  rude  fiteraf- 
ture  and  mythology,  analogous  to  those  of  Egypt  and 
Indm;  that,  thirty ^  the  old  Chaldean  empire  beinjjf 
overthrown  by  Cayomers,  other  migrations  took  place  ^ 
especiaHy  into  Indiaj  while  the  rest  of  Shem*s  pro- 
geny, some  of  whom  had  before  settled  on  the  red 
9^9s,  peopled  the  whole  Arabian  peninsula,  pressinj^ 
close  on  the  nations  oi  SkfriaznA  Pkcenice;  that,  lastly^ 
from  all  the  three  families  many  adventurers  were  d§T 
tached,  who  settled  in  distant  isles  or  deserts,  and  moun? 
tainous  regicms ;  that,  on  the  w:hole,  some  colonies  might 
have  migrated  before  the  death  of  Noah,  but  that  states 
and  empires  could  scarcely  have  assumed  a  regular 
form  till  1500  or  1600  years  before  the  Christian  epoch| 
imd  that  for  the  first  thousand  years  of  that  period,  w^ 
have  no  history  unmixed  with  fable,  except  that  of  ^he 
turbulent  and  variable,  but  eminently  distinguished  np- 
tioh,  descended  from  Abraham. 

The  tenth  discpurse  is  appropriated  to  unfold  the  par^s 
Jocular  aimntages  to  be  derived  from  the  concurrent 
researches  of  the  society  in  Asia ;  and  amongst  the  forjB* 
most  and  most  important  which  has  been  attained,  hie 
justly  notices  the  confirmation  of  the  Mos^c  ;»ccpunts 
of  the  primitive  world. 

Part  of  this  discourse  is  quoted  at  length  in  the  Me-* 
moirs;  and  to  abstract  it  would  add  top  xpuch  to  t\i^ 
IcngA  of  this  note :  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  dis-? 
i:ourse  is  worthy  of  the  most  attentive  perusal. 
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was  ftamped  with  the  approbation  of  Lori 
Mansfield,  and  that  his  writings  flicw,  that 
he  had  thoroughly  ftudied  the  principles  of 
law  as  a  fcience.     Indeed  it  is  impoflible  to 

Par  a  similar  reason,  and  with  the  same  recommenda- 
tion, I  shall  barely  adveft  to  the  subjectof  the  eleventh 
and  last  discourse,  delivered  by  Sir  William  Jones  before 
the  society/  on  the  20th  of  February,  i'794.  On  the  Phi- 
losophy of  the  Asiatics,  quoting  a  part  of  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph  ;*— **  The  subject  of  this  discourse  is  in- 
**  exhaustible  >  it  has  been  my  endeavour  to  say  sts  much 
**  on  it  as  possible  in  the  fewest  wwds ;  and  at  the  be^ 
'*  ginning  of  next  year,  I  hppe  to  dose  these  general  dis^ 
**  quisitions  with  topics  measureless  in  extent.'*  In  this 
general  and  concise  abstract  of  the  subjects  discussed  in 
these  discourses,  I  beg  it  may  be  understood,  that  I  by 
no  means  pretend  to  have  dcKie  justice  either  to  the  ar- 
gument or  observations  of  Sir  William  Jones  5  but  it  may 
induce  the  reader  to  peruse  the  dissertations^  themseWes, 
which  will  amply  repay  the  trouble  of  the  task» 

Nor  is  the  reader  to  conclude  that  these  discourses 
contain  all  that  Sir  William  Jones  wrote  on  the  sciences, 
arts,  and  literature  of  Asia.  We  have  a  dissertation,  on 
Indian  Chronology;  another  on  the  Antiquity  of  the 
Indian  Zodiack>  in  which  he  engages  to  support  an  opi-* 
nion  (which  Montucla  treats  with  supreme  contempt,) 
|hat  the  Indian  division  of  the  Zodiack  was  uot  borrowed 
from  the  Greeks  or  Arabs ;  another  specifically  on  the 
Literature  of  the  Hindus ;  and  one  on  the  Musical 
Modes  of  the  Hindus ;  besides  many  essays  -  on  curious 
and  interesting  subjects,  for  wliich  I  can  only  refer  to  his, 
works. 
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ftfppofe^  that  Sir  William  Jones  applied  his 
talents  to  any  fubjed^  in  vain« 

From  the  ftudy  of.  law,  which  he  culti- 
vated with  enthufiafm,  he  was  led  to  an  ad- 
miration of  the  laws  of  his  own  country ; 
in  them  he  had  explored  the  principles  of 
the  Britiih  conftitution,  which  he  conlidered 
as  the  iiobleft  and  mbft  perfedl  that  ever  was 
formed:  and  in  defence  of  it  he  would  cheer- 
fully have  rifked  his  property  and  life.  In 
his  tenth  difcourfe  to  the  fodety,  in  179J, 
little  more  than  a  year  befoife  his  death,  we 
trace  the  fame  fentiments  on  this  fubje(5t, 
which  he  adopted  in  youth. 

**  The  practical  ufe  of  hiftory,  In  afford- 
ing particular  examples  of  civil  and  military 
wifdom,  has  been  greatly  exaggerated ;  but 
principles  of  adtion  may  certainly  be  colle6!ed 
from  it :  and  even  the  narrative  of  wars  and 
revolutions  may  ferve  as  a  leflbn  to  nations, 
and  an  admonition  to  fovereigns.  A  defire, 
indeed,  of  knowing  paft  events,  while  the 
future  cannot  be  known,  (and  a  view  o£  the 
prefent,  gives  often  more  pain  than  delight,) 
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kctni  natural  to  the  fiuman  miild:  and  i 
happy  propenfitj  would  it  be,  if  erciy 
reader  of  hiftory  would  open  his  eyes  to 
fome?  very  important  corollaries,  which  flow 
§c6m  the  whole  extent  of  it.  He  could  not 
feilt  remark  the  conftant  efFe6l  of  defpotifm 
Ml  hennmbing  and  debafing  all  thofe  facul- 
ties which  diftinguilh  men  from  •  the  herd 
that  grazes ;  and  to  that  caufe  he  would  im- 
pute the  decided  inferiority  of  mofli:  Afiatic 
nations,  ancient  and  modern,  to  thofe  irt 
Europe,  who  are  bleft  with  happier  govern- 
ments: he  wduld  fee  the  Arabs  rifing  to 
glory,  while  they  adhered  to  the  free  max- 
ims of  their  bold  anceftors^  and  fmking  to 
mifery  from  the  moment  when  thofe  maxims 
were  abandoned.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
would  obferve  with  rpgret,  that  fuch  repub- 
lican governments  as  tend  to  promote  virtue 
and  happinefs,  cannot  in  their  nature  be  per- 
manent^ but  are  generally  fucceeded  by  oli- 
garchies, which  nd  good  man  would  wifh  td 
ba  durable;  He  would, then,  like  the  king  of 
Lydid^  remeaber  Solon,  the  wifeift,  hraveft^ 
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aod  naoft  a^cQmpiUhed  of  meo,  who  isd&rU 
jm  four  nervous  Haes,  th4t9  ^^  a&  hail  and  foovr* 
^^  which  ma?  the  labours  of  huibandmen, 
^  proceed  &om  ^lev^ted  clouds^  andt  ^  th^ 
"  deftru6liv^  thunderbolt  follows  the  brflli^af: 
<^  fljiih^  thus  is  ia  free  fiate  ruined  bj  i^en  i»« 
^^  alted  in  power>   and  fplendid  in  wealth, 
**  while  the  people,    from  grofs  igiMranctft 
*^  chpof^  rather  to  become  the  flav^s  of  pn9 
^*  tyr^t,  that  they  may  efcape  from  the  do» 
^^  min^tion  of  many^  than  to'  preferre  th^nv* 
^*  felves  from  tyranny  of  any  kind  by  iheir 
♦*  unipn  and  their  virtues/^.  Since,  thepefote, 
no  unmixed  form  of  government  coutd  both 
preferve  perm^ence  and  enjoy  it  (  and  fmcd 
changes  even  from  the  worft  to  the  heft,  are 
jtlways  attended  with  much  temporary  mif^ 
phief,  he  would  fix  on  our  Britifh  conftitu-. 
tioh  (I  mean  our  public  law,  not  the  aftual 
ftate  of  things  in  any  given  period),  as  the 
feeft  form  ever  eftabliihed^   though  we^  can 
only  make  diilant  apprpaphes  to  its  theoretic 
oal  perfection.      In  thefc  Indian  territories, 
%iliti9fci?tiinridcocc  has.  thrown  into  the  arpa? 
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of  Entain  for  their  protcdi6n  and  welfare, 
the  religion,  manners,  and  laws  of  the  na*. 
lives  preclude  even  the  idea  of  political  free* 
dom;  but  their  hiftories  may  poffibly  fug* 
,  geft  hints  for  their  profperity,  while  our 
country  derives  eflential  benefit  from  the 
diligence  of  a  placid  and  fubmiflive  people, 
who  multiply  with  fuch  incrcafc^  even  after 
the  ravages  of  famine,  that,  in  one  collec- 
torfhip  out  of  twenty-four,  and  that  by  no 
means  the  largeft  or  beft  cultivated  (I  mean 
Crifhna-nagur),  there  have  lately  been  found, 
by  an  adual  enumeration,  a  million  and 
three  hundred  thoufand  native  inhabitants ; 
whence  it  ihould  feem,  that  in  all  India, 
there  cannot  now  be  fewer  than  thirty  mil* 
lions  of  black  Britifli  fubje«fls.'V 

This  quotation  will .  prove,  that  he  was 
not  tainted  with  the  wild  theories  of  licen- 
tioufnefs,  mifcalled  liberty,  which  have  been 
propagated  with  unufual  induftry  fince  the 
Revolution  in  France;  and  that  whilft  h^ 
was  exerting  himfelf  to  conaprle  a  code  of 
Iaws>  which  ihould  fecure  the:  rights  and  pnK 
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pfirty  of  &e  natives  of  India  (a  labour  to 
which  he  in  faft  facrificed  his  life),  he  knew 
the  abfurdity  and  impradicability  bf  attempt- 
ing to  introduce  amongft  them  that  political 
fireedom  which  is  the  birth*right  of  Britons^ 
but  the  growth  of  ages.  OF  the  French  Re*- 
TolutioHt  in  its  commencement^  he  ei^terr 
tained  a  favourable  opinion,  and>  in  common 
with  many  wife  and  gpod  tn€n,  who  had  not 
as  yet  difcovered  the  foul  principle  from 
which  i^f  fprangy  wifhbd  fuccefs  to  the  ftrug* 
gles  of  that  nation  for  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
free  conititution }  but  he  faw- with  unfpeak-^ 
able  difguft^  the  enormities  whidh  fprang  out 
of  the  attempt,  and  betk'ayed  the  impurity  of 
its  origin.  Things  ill  begun,  ftrengthen 
themfelves  with  ilL  We  may  tafily  con« 
^QvrCr  and  it  is  unnecefTary  to'fUte,  what  the 
jfcntiments  of  Sir  William  Jones  would  have 
beeb,  if  he  had  lived  to  this  time. 

tf  the  political  opinions  <^  Sir  William 
Jones,  at  any  period,  have  been  cenfured  for 
extravagance ;  Jet  it  be  remembered,  that  he 

adopted  none,  butftdi  as  he  firmly  believed 
li/i— V,II.  u 
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to  arife  out  of  tibe  principles  of  die  conftitu- 
tioh  of  England;  and  as  fuch  he  was  ever 
ready  to  avow  and  defend  them.  Hh  at- 
tachment ta  liberty  was  certainly  enthufiaftic, 
and  he  never  fpeaks  of  iyranny  or  bppreffion, 
but  in  the -language  of  deteftation :  this  fen- 
timent,  the  oflfepring  of  generbtis  feelings, 
was  invigorati^d  ^by  his  early  acquaintance, 
with  the  republican  writers  of  Greece  and 
•Home,  land  with  the  works  of  the  moft  cele- 
tirated ^jiolilical  writers  of  his  own  country; 
%ut  the  whole  tenour  of  his  life,  converlatio% 
^nd  writings,  "ptovcfs  -to  my  cotivldidn,  that 
lie  would  haVe  abandoned  any  bpiriion, 
which  could  he '  demonftriifed  •  irreeoncileable 
to  \ht  l^irit  of  the^  cbiiftilution. 

With  thefe  principles,  he  ever  refufed  to^ 
etilift  undcrthe  banners  of  any  party,  which 
he  denominated  faftion,  and  refifted  the  in- 
fiuence  of  private  friehdihips  and  attachments, 
Whenever  they  involved  a  competition  with 
his  regarf  to  -ffie  conffitution  of  his  country. 
Thefe  lentinients  m^' be  traced  iaTiis  cor- 
refpondence  and  ptiblications^  aad  they  are 
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•fometimes  accompatliefl  wfh  <85cpteflk)ns  of 
regret  arifing  from  thc^impoffiMlity  of  recon- 
dling  his  political  principles,  to  the  l^ias  of 
*his  intSBnations  towards  individuals. 

The  lateft  political  publication  df  Sir  WtU 
lliam  Jones,  is  prior  to  the  year  17S3.  The 
^temper  of  the  nation,  foured  by  a  long  and 
unfuccefsful  war,  was  tlilpkyed  during  the 
three  preceding  years,  in  <he  bittereft  invec** 
tives  and  cenfures,  both  in  and  out  of  par* 
liament ;  and  thofe  who  thought  *that  the 
principles  of  the  oohftitution  had  been  in- 
vaded by  the  conduS  of  ithc  Miniftcr,  fup- 
ported  by  a^Majority  in-the  H&ife-df  X3of»- 
xndns,  looked  to  a  rdformatiotf;in*therepre- 
fentation  of  the  country,  as  the  only  meaitt 
of  reftoring  the  i)alance  of  the  conftihitio«i. 
The  ^  revolution  whidi  has  fince  cd^rmed 
the  political  iftate  of  Etarope,  vtes  nnet  then 
fbrdfeen,  and  the  experience  ^founded  on  ^ 
cmfequences  Of  the  fpeculations  vtrhichled  to 
it,  or' have  emergi^d  from  it,  wias  to  be  ac« 
tjuifed*  In  judging  of  the  political  opinions 
of  Sir  iJVIlUam  'Jones,  and  of  the  freedom 
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with  v/hlch  they  were  puliliihed  to  the  vrodd, 
we  ihould  revert  to  the*  language  and  fpirit 
of  the  times  when  they  were  delivered.  It 
may  be  further  remarked^  that  fome  political 
theories/ which*  were  held  to  be  incontrovert- 
ible,  have  of  late  years  been  queftioned^  and 
that  the  dodrines  of  Locke  .on  Government, 
which  it  would  once  have  been  herefy  to 
denyi  no  longer  command  that  implicit  acquL- 
efcence,  which  they  once  almoft  univerially 
received. 

In  the  firft  charge  which  Sir  William  Jones 
.distivered  to  the  grand  jury  at  Calcutta^  he 
told  them  that  he .  afpire4  to  no  popularity, 
.and  fought  no  praoie  but  that  which  might  be 
given  to  a  ftrid  and.iconfcientious  difcharge 
of  duty,  without  prediledion,  or  prejudice  of 
any  kind,  and  with  a  fixed  refolution  to  pro<^ 
Biounce  on  all  occaiions  what  he  conceived  to 
be  the  law,  than  Which  no  individual  mull 
fuppofe  himfelf  wifer.  His  conduif^  as  a 
judge>  was  itioft;  ftrifUy  conformable  to  his 
pra&fllons :  on  the  bench  he  was  laborious, 
patient,  and  difcriminating :   his  ch^ges  to. 
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^e  grand  jury,  which  do  not  exceed  fix,  ex- 
hibit.a  yeneration  for  the.  hews  of  his  coun* 
try;  a  juft  and  ^irited  eocomium  on  the 
trial  by  jury,  as  the  greateft .  and  moft  inva« 
hiable  right  derived  from  them  to  the  fub- 
jc&  i  a  deteftation  of  crimes^  combined  with 
mercy  towards  the  offender ;  occafional  elu- 
cidations of  the  law  ^and  the  ftrongeft  feelings 
of  humanity  and  benevolence.  By  his  know- 
ledge of  the  Sanfcrit  and  Arabic,  he  was  emi-* 
nently  qualified  to  promote  the  adminiftra« 
tion  of  juftice  in  the^Supitme  G>urt^  by  de- 
te&ing  mifreprefentations  of  the  Hindu  Or  - 
Mohammedan  iaw8»  and  by  correcting  im- 
pdfitions  in  the  form  of  adminiftering  oaths 
to  the  followers  of  Brahma  and  Mohammed. 
If  no  other  benefit  had  refulted  from  his 
fiudy  of  thefe  languages^  than  the  compUa- 
tion  oi  the  digeft,  and  the  tranflation  of  Menu 
and  of  two  Mohstomedan  law*trads,  this 
application  of  hi«  talents  to  promote  objeds 
of  the  firft  importance  to  India  and  Europe^ 
would  have  entitled  him  to  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  both  countries.     Of  his  ftudies  in 
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generaT  U:  may  be  dbierved^  thai  tfar  exi§ 
which*  hd  had  diiVaryrsin  tiew>  was  pridical 
tttility;^  tbat' knovdedge  was  not  accumulated 
hj  himy  aa  a  ibitfoe  of  fluere  inteUedual  re-^ 
cfeation,  of  to*  gratify  aii  klle  cuifiofitj^.  or 
for  Ad  idfer  purpofe  of  oftentatioufly  difplay- 
Ifi^  his  acquiixtions ;  to  render  himfclf  ufefitl 
to  his  coimtry  and  mankind^  and  Hey  promote 
the  profpfeiritj  of  both,  were  the  primary  smd 
permanent  motives  of  his  ind^tftigable  ex^jv 
tions  in  the  puHitit  of  knowleidge. 

The  inflexible  integrity  ilvith  which  he  difr^ 
charged  the  fiMeAm  duty  of  thia  Sjition^  will 
long  be  ^tatemboid  in  Calcutta,   both   by 
European^  and  miftives.    So  cautious  was  he 
td  guajrd  the  independence  of  his  cbarader 
frojin  any  poflibHi^  of  yiolation  or  ipiputa^ 
tioHy  that  ni)r  foUcHation  could  ftt^eVailupoii 
himv  to  ufe  his  perft>6al  influence  vfH^,  lh< . 
meiinbers  of  adiSnimftration  in  Indian  to  ajd« 
vance  the  private  intereft»  of  friends  whom  ^ 
he  efleemed,  and  which  he  would  have  been . 
happy  to  promote*     He  knew  the  dignity^  ^ 
and  felt  the  importane^/  of  hi^  office;  andf. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


293 
convinced  that  npa^  cadd  afibrd  him  more 
ample  (cope  for  exerting  his  talent^  to  th^ 
benefit  of  ma^Idnd,  his  aml^itic^  never  exr 
tended  beyond  it.  No  circiunftance  occa^ 
fioned  bis  death  to  be  more  lamented  by  the 
publict  thap  the  lofs  of  his  abilitiq^  a«  judge, 
q{  which  tbey  had.  had  the  expei^iei^e  6f[ 
eleven  years. 

WheijL  we  confi^der  the  time  cequired  for 
the  ftudy  of  the  law  as  a  proj^eflion^  and  tlu4( 
portion  of  it,  which  was  devoted  by.  Sir  W^- 
liam  Jones  to  the  difcharge  of  his  du^es^  as^ 
judge  and  magiftrate  in  India,  it  mu^  appear 
aitonifliing,  that  he  ^o\^Id  have  found  lei-: 
fiire  for  the  acquifition  of  his  numerpus  at*, 
tainments  in  fcience  and  literature,  and  for 
completing  the  vplun^npus  works  yrhicli^ 
have  been  given  to  the  p\^ljlic.  On  this  fub- 
je^  I  ihall,  I  truft,  be  excufcd  for  ufing,  as 
I  may  find  cpnveniexjt,  my  own  language  ia 
a  difcourfe  which  I  adflfefledl  tp  (he  A(^atic 
fociety  a  few  days  after  his  ^eceafe. 

There  were  in  truth  few  fciences  in  which 
lie  had  not  acquired  confiderable  proficiency; 
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in  moft>*  his  knowledge  was  profound.  The 
theory  of  mufic  was  familiar  to  him,  nor  hatd 
he  negleded  to  render  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  intereftipg  difcoveries  lately  made 
in  chemiftrv ;  an^  I  have  heard  him  aflertj^ 
that  his  admiration  of  the  ilrudure  of  the 
human  firf-q^e,  induced  him  to  attend  for  a 
feafon,  to  a  ^ourfe  of  anatomical  ledure§  de* 
livered  by  his  friend  j  thip  celebrated  Hunter. 
Of  his  fl?:ill  in  mathematics  I  am  fo  far  qua- 
lified to  fp^ak,  that  he  ffequently  perufed  and 
folved  the  problems  in  the  Principia. 

His  laft  and  favourite  purfuit  was  the 
flfudy  of  botany.  I^  conftituted  the  princi- 
pal amufement  of  his  leifure  hours*  In  the 
arrangement  of  Linnseus,  he  difcovcred  iyt 
tern,  truth,  and  fcience,  which  never  failed 
to  captivate  and  engage  his  attention;  and 
from  the  proof?  which  he  has  exhibited  of 
his  progrefs  in  botany,  we  may  conclude,  if 
he  had  lived^  that.he  would  have  extended 
the  difcoveries  in  that  fcience  *♦     From  two 

♦Besides  occasional  bptanicalinfonnation,  we, have  in 

\ 
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cf  the  eflTays  mentioned  in  the  note,  I  ihal) 

tranfcribe  two  fhort  extra£ts  which  mark  his 

judgment  and  delicacy  of  fentiment.     *'  If 

**  botany  could   be  defcribed  by  metaphors 

*^  drawn  from  the  fcience  itfelf,  we  may  juft* 

**  ly  pronounce  a  minute  acquaintance  with 

^^  plants^    their    claffes,    orders^    kinds^    and 

^^ /pedes ^  to  ht  \i^  flowers^  which  can  only 

^*  produce  frutt  by  an  application  of  that 

•*  knowledge  to  the  purpofes  of  life,  parti- 

"  cularly  to  diet  by  which  dileafes  may  be 

'  **  avoided,  and  to  medicine  by  which  they  may 

**  be  remedied."     On  the  indelicacy  of  the 

Linnsean  definitions,   he  obferves,  "  Hence 

•*  it  is  that  no  well-born  and  well-educat?d 

**  woman  can  be   advifed  to  amufe  herfelf 

^*  with  botany,  as  it  is  now  explained,  though 

^  a  more  elegant  and  dfelightful  ftudy,  or  one 

the  works  of  Sir  William  Jones,  vol.  v.  p.  i,  a  little  tract 
intitled^  The  Design  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Plants  of  Lidia^ 
p.  55 ;  4  Catalogue  of  420  Indian  Plants ^  comprehend- 
ing their  Sanscrit  and  as  m^ny  of  the  Linnxan  generic 
names  9  as  could  with  any  degree  of  precision  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and,  p.  62,  Botanical .  Observations  on  seventy 
s^lem,  Indian  Plants^  which  last  was  a  posthvimous  pub* 
Bcation, 
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*^  more  likely  to  ^ffift.  and  cmbelUfli  dthtr 
^'  female  accoBOpli&meats^  could  not  poffiblyv 
•*  b«.rccQmroended." 

Itt  canaot  b«  deemed  ufelefs  or  fuperfluous^ 
ta  ei)(]]iure  by  what  arts  or  method  he  wa& 
enabled  to  attain  this  extraordinary  degree  oC 
knowledge.  The  faculties  of  his  mijod)  by; 
nature  vigorous,,  were  improved  by  ccwftanjt 
c^corciiie  J  and  his  memory,  by  habitual  prac-i  r^ 
tice,  had  acquired  a  capacity  of  retaining 
whatever  had  once  been  imprinted  upon  it.. 
In  his  early  y^ars,  he  feems  to  have  entered, 
uppn  his  career  of  ftudy  wit^  d^is  iQQ/txim^ 
ftrongly  imprefied  upon  his  mind,  th^jt  what-! 
ev^  had  b«en  attained,  was  attainable  by  him^ 
aod  it  haa  been  remarked,  that  he  never  ne-f 
gle^ted  nor  overlooked  any  opportunity  of 
improving  his  iat^liedual  faculties^  or  of  ac-. 
quiring  efteemed  accompliihments. 

To  an  unesctinguifhed  ardour  for  univer- 
fal  information,  he  joined  a  perfeverance  in 
the  purfuit  of  it,  which  fubdued  all  obftaclgs. 
Hia  ftudies  in  India  began  with  the  dawn^ 
and  during  the  intermiflions  of  profeffional 
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duties^  were  contlaued  disoughdut  the  i^i 
tcBtOion  and  moditatioii  ftnetigthjened  zbA 

.  confirmed  what  mdufhy .  and  inveftigatk)Qr 
had  accuimiiafted.     It  was-  alfo  a/  fixed  piia-^ 

'  ciple  with  him,  from  whidi  he  nevor  yc^Iui)^ 
tarily  deviated^  not  to  be  deterred  by  any  dif- 
ficulties that  were  fiirmountable  firom  profe-* 
cuting  to  a  fiiccefsful  termination,  what  he 
had  once  deliberately  undertaken. 

But  what  appears  to  me  more  particularly 
to  have  enabled  him  to  employ  his  talents  fo 
much  to  his  own  and  the  pixl^c  advantage, 
was  the  regular  allotment  of  his  time  to  par- 
ticular occupations,  and  a  icrupulous  adher- 
ence  to  the  diftribution  which  he  had  fixed  ; 
hence  all  his  ftudies  were  purfued  without  in- 
terruption or  confufion^.     Nor  can  I  omit 

^  It  was  a  favourite  opinion  of  Sir  William  Jones, 
that  all  men  are  bom  with  an  equal  capacity  for  improve- 
ment. The  assertion  (which  I  do  not  admit)  will  remind 
the  reader  of  the  modest  declaration  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton^ 
that  if  he  had  done  the  world  any  service^  it  was  due  to 
noticing  but  industry  and  patient  thought.  The  follow* 
ing  lines  were  sent  to  Sir  William  by  a  friend^  Thomas  ; 
;  Law^  Esq.  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  in  which  he 
had  maintained  the  opinion  which  I  have  imputed  to  him} 
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teinarking  the  candour  and  complacency, 
with  which  be  gave  his  attention  to  ■•  all 
perfons  of  whatever  quality,  talents,  or  edu- 
cation ;  he  juIUy  concluded,  that^  curious  or 
important  imfornxation  might  be  gained  even 

his  answer,  whicl^  was  unpremeditatedi  is  a  confirmatioq 
of  it. 

Sir  William,  you  attempti  in  vain, 
By  depth  of  reason  to  maintain. 
That  all  men's  talents  are  the  same. 
And  they,  not  Nature,  are  to  blame. 
Whate*er  you  say,  whatever  you  write, 
Proves  your  opponents  in  the  right. 
Lest  genius  should  be  ill-defin'd, 
I  term  it^wr  superior  vihid^ 
^ '    Hence  to  your  friends  *tis  plainly  shewn. 
You're  ignorant  of  yoiu^elf  alone, 

Sir  William  Jones's  Answer : 

Ah !  but  too  well,  dear  friend,  I  know 
My  fancy  weak,  my  reason  slow. 
My  memory  by  art  improved,  ' 
My  mind  by  baseless  trifles  mov'd. 
Give  me  (thus  high  my  pride  I  raise) 
The  ploughman's  or  the  gardener's  praise, 
'     'With  patient  and  unceasing  toil. 

To  meliorate  a  stubborn  soiL  ' 

And  say,  (no  higher  meed  I  ask) 
With  zeal  hast  thou  perform'd  thy  task  ? 
Praise,  of  which  virtuous  minds  may  boast,     '  * 
They  best  confer,  who  merit  most. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


301 
from  the  illiterate,*  and,  wherever  k  was  to 
be  obtained,  he  fought  and  feized  it. 

The  literary  defighs  which  he  ftill. medi- 
tated^, feem  to  have  been  as  ample  as  thofe 
which  he  executed ;  and  if  ft  had  pleafed 
Providence  to  extend  the  years  of  his  exist- 
ence^ he  would  in  a  great  meafure  have  .ex- 
haufled  whatever  was  curious,  important, 
and  attainable,  in  the  arts,  fciences,  and  hif- 
tories  of  India,  Arabia,  Perfia,  China,  and 
Tartary.  His  collc£tions  on  thefe  filbj^s 
were  cxtenfive,  and  his  ardour  and  induftry 
we  know  were  unlimited.  It  h  to  be  hoped 
that  the  progreffive  labour  of  the  fo^iety  will 
in  part  fupply,  what  he  had  fb  extenflvely 
planned-j*. 

.  *  See  MemoirSy  p.  3.  vol.  11. 

f  The  following  paper  written  by  Sir  William  Jones, 
was  found  amongst  his  papers  after  his  death,  and  may 
he  considered  as  exhibiting  his  Oriental  literary  projects: 

desiderata: 

INDIA* 

.1.  ' 

The  Ancient  Gepgraphy  of  India,  &c..  from  the  Pu- 
ranas. 
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Of  his  private  and  focial  virtues  it  ftill  re- 
mains to  fpeak  i  and  I  could  with  ple^fure 
expatiate  on  the  independence  of  liis  inte- 

A  Botanical  "ttestription  of  Indian  Plants  from  the 

-Coshas>  .'^c.  ^     !  (  •  • 

3. 
A  Grammar  of  t&e  Sanscrit  Language  from  Fdb]|ii>  &e. 

A  Dictionary. of -^e  Sanscrit  Langu:^ge  from  thirty- 
two  original  Vocabularies  and  Niructi. 

•     '  -  6. 

.  "Ohitlie  Antient  MfiBic  of,  the  Indians. 

On  the  Medical  Substances  of  India^  and  the  Indian 
^Art  of  Medirine. 

On  the  Piilloso^y  of  the  Ancient  Indians. 

^     '  '8.  • 

A  Translation  of  the  Veda. 

9. 

On  Ancient  Indl^  Qeometry,  AstiiC^omy,  and  Al- 
gebra. 

10. 
A  Translation  of  the  Puranas. 

11. 
Translation  of  the  JMah&bharat  and  Ramayan. 

12. 

On  the  Indian  Theatre,  &c.  kq. 

13. 
On  the  Indian  Constellations,^  with  their  Mythology, 
from  th&  Puranas. 
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grity,  his 'humanity  ihd  probity,  aS  Well  as 
ihiis  benevdlehce,  ^vhi<fh  every  Kvitig"  creature 
participated. 

u. 

The  History  of  India  before  the  Mohamihe'dan*  Con* 
iE^tst.    From  the  Saoscrk  Caahmir/ilistori^s^      .. 

ARABIA. 

\  15. 

The  History  of  Arabia'before  Mohammed.        ' ''  [ 

16. 
A  Translation  of  the  Hamasa. 

17. 
A  Trandation  of  Hariri. 

18. 
A  Translation  of  the  Facahatal  Ehulaf a.      Of  the 

PERSIA. 
19. 
The  Hbtory  of  Persia>  from  Avtkoifkies  m  Sanscrit, 
Arabic,  Greek,  Turkish,  Persian,  Ancient  and  Modem.. 

The  Kire  Poims  of  Nizaani,  translated  in'Prose. 
A  Dictionary  of  puFe  Persian — Jebangiri^ 

CHINA. 
21. 
Translatiqn  of  the  Shi-<ing.  - 

.  22. 

The  Text  of  Con-fu-tsu,  verbally  translated. 

.    TARTARY. 
23. 
A  History  of  the  Tartar-Nbtions,  thi^fly  df  theMo* 
£ul$  and  Othmans,  from  the  Turkish  and  Persian. 
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Could. the  figure^  (I  quote  yrith  pleafurc 
his  own  words»)  inftin&s»  and  qualities  of 
birds,  beads,  infedts,  reptiles,  and  fiih,  be 
afcertained,  either  on  the  plan  of  BufFon,  or 
on  that  of  Linnaeus,  without  giving  pain  to 
the  objeds  of  our  examination,  few  fludies 
would  afford  us  more  fblid  inflrudion,  or 
more  exquifite  delight ;  but  I  never'  could 
learn  by  what  right,  nor  conceive  with  what 
feelings,  a  naturalift  can  occalion  the  mifery 
of  an  innocent  bird,  and  leave  its  young, 
perhaps,  to  perilh  iii  a  cold  neft,  becaufe  it 
has  gay  plumage,  and  has  never  been ,  accu- 
rately delineated,  or  deprive  even  a  butterfly 
of  its  natural  enjoyments,  becaufe  it  has  the 
misfortune  to  be  rare  or  beautiful :  nor  fhall 
I  ever  forget  the  couplet  of  Fetdaufi,  for 
which  Sadi,  who  cites  It  with  applaufe,  pours 
bieifings  on  his  departed  fpirit : 

Ah !  spare  yon  emmet,  rich  in  hoarded  grain ; 
He  lives  with  pleasure,  and  he  dies  with  pain. 

This  may  be  only  a  confeflion  of  weaknefs, 
and  it  certainly  Is  not  meant  as  a  boail  of 
peculiar  fenfibility ;  but  whatever  name  may 
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W^gtven  to  my  djnnion^  It  hds  fuch  an  tittO: 
on  my  condud,  that  I  never  would  fufFer 
the  CQCt'/ay  whbfe  wild  native  wood-notes'  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  fpring,  td  be  caught 
in  my  garden,  for  the  fake  of  compafiftg  it 
with  Buffon's  defcriptiofi;  though  I  heivc 
often  examined  the  domeftio  and  engaging 
May  ana,  which  "  bids  us  good  morrow'*  at 
bur  windows,  and  expdds,  as  its  I'eward^ 
little  more  than  fecurity :  even  when  a  fine 
young  mams  or  pangolin  was  brought  to  me^ 
againfl:  my  wifh,  from  the  moumtaind,  I  f<i« 
licited  his  r^ftoration  to  his  beloved  rocks^  ^ 
becaufe  I  found  it  impofiible  to  prefervd  hiffi 
in  comfort  at  a  diflahce  from  them. . 

I  have  noticed  his  cheerful  and  afiIduou9 
performance  of  his  filial  and  fraternal  duty : 
•*  To  the  other  virtues  of  Mr.  Jon#s^  (I 
qiiote  the  teftimony  and  words  of  prof^^or 
Bjomflaal,  wlio  vifited  Oxford  whilfl  Sit 
William  Jones  refided  diere/obligicigiy  corn^ 
municated  to  me  by  Dr.  t^ord  ^  Mag.  Hall^) 
^*  I  ou^  Co  add  chat  of  filial  duty,  wliid!^ 
^'  he  difpl^s  at^  ail  timis  in  £he  lii^ft  e£e61^ 
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^'  plary  manner.  I  am  not  Angular  in  the 
**  obfervation  here  madfe.  Every  one  at-. 
"  quainted  with  Mr.  Jones,  makes  it  likewife. 
*'  I  feel  a  plcafurc  in  dwelling  upon  a  charac- 
"  ter  that  does  fuch  high  honour  to  human' 
"  nature/'  The  unceafing  regret  of  Lady 
Jones  is  a  proof  of  his  claim  upon  her  con- 
jugal afFedions ;  and  I  could  dwell  with  rap- 
ture oa  the  affability  of  his  converfation  and 
manners,  on  his  modeft,  unaffuming  deport* 
ment,  nor  can  I  refrain  from  remarking,' 
that  he  was  totally  free  from  pedantryj  as 
well  as  from  that  arrogance  and  felf-sufiicien- 
cy,  which  fometimes  accompany  and  difgrace 
the  greateft  abilities;  his  prefence  was  the 
delight  of  every  fociety,  which  his  converfa- 
tion exhilarated  aad  Improved, 

I|i^  intercourfe  with  the  Indian  natives  of 
cbarafter  and  abilities  was  extenfive :  he  li- 
berally reiwarded  thofe  by  whom  he  was 
ferved  and  affifted,  and  his  dependents  were 
treated  by  him  as  friends.  Under  this  deno-^ 
mination,..  he  has  frequently  mentioned  in 
his  works  the  name  of  Bahman»  a  native  of 
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Yezd^arid  follower  of  the  dofkrines  of  Zofo- 
after,  whom  he  retained  in  his  pay,  and 
whofe  death  he  often  adverted  to  with  regret. 
Nor  can  I  refill  the  impulfe  which  I  feel  to 
repeat  an  anecdote  of  what  occurred  after  his 
f  emife ;  the  pundits  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  attending  him,  when  I  faw  them  at  a  pub-- 
lie  durbar  J  a  few  days  after  that  melancholy 
event,  could  neither  reftrain  their  te&rs  for 
his  lofsy  nor  find  terms  to  exprefs  their  ad« 
miration  at  the  wonderful  progrefs  which  he 
had  made,  in  the  fciences  which  they  pro- 
feffed* 

*  The  following  is  a  translation  of  a  Sanscrit  note 
written  to  Sir  William  Jones^  by  a  venerable  pundit^ 
whom  he  employed  in  superintending  the  compilation 
of  Hindu  law.  From  my  own  communications  with 
the  writer  of  the  note,  I  can  venture  to  assert,  that  his 
expressions  of  respect  for  Sir  William  Jones,  although 
in  the  Oriental  style,  were  most  sincere. 

Trivccfe  Servoni  Sarman,  who  depends  on  you  alone 
for  support,  presents  his  humble  duty,  with  a  hundred 
benedictions. 

VERSES. 

1.  To  you  there  are  many  like  me;  yet  to  me  there  is 
none  like  you,  but  yourself;  there  are  nxmierous 
groves  of  night  flowers ;  yet  the  night  flower  sees 
nothing  like  the  moon,  but  the  moon* 
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If  this  cliM^tt  of  Sit  Wiliuim  Jonis  be 
ftot  exaggefiited  by  the  partklity  of  friend* 
ihip,  we  fhall  all  apply  to  him  his  own 
words,  ^^  h  is  happy  for  us  that  this  maa  waa 
t*  bom*"  I  have  borrowed  the  application 
of  them  from  Dr.  P4rr  t  and  who  more  comt 
petent  caa  be  found,  to  eftimate  the  merit  of 
the  great  feholar  whom  h^  deems  worthy  o( 
ftis  eulogitom  ? 

In  the  pleating  office  of  delineating  his 
tktues^  fny  regret  fcH:  his  lofs  has  been  fiif^ 

2.  A  hundred  ehiefs.  rule  the  world,  but  thort  arl  an 
Qcean^  and  they  are  mere  welk ;  many  luminaries  are 
awake  in  the  sky,  but  which  of  them  can  be  cfam-* 
pared  to  the  Sun  ? 

Many  words  are  needless  to  inform  those  who  know 
all  things.  The  law  tract  of  Atri,  will  be  delivered  by  th^ 
hand  of  the  footnun,  dispatched  by  your  Excellence.-^ 
Prosperity  attend  you ! 

I  add  a  translation  of  two  couplets  in  elegant  Arabic, 
addressed  by  Maulavi  Casim  to  Sir  Wiltiafh  Jones. 
The  writer  was  employed  by  him  in  compiling  th« 
Mohammedan  law, 

Mayest  thou  remain  with  us  perpetually^  for  thy  pre- 
sence is  an  ornament  and  a  delight  to  the  age ! 

May  no  unpleasant  event  find  its  way  to  thee;  and 
mayest  thou  have  no  share  in  the  vicissitudes  of  for-« 
tune  ! 
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laended,  but  will  never  be  obliftem ^ ;  -  ancj 
whUft  I  cherifli  with  pride  the  re^lje<5tipn 
that  he  honoured  me  with  hi^  eAeem,  I  cafi** 
not  ceafe  to .  feel  and  lament  that  the  voice^ 
tq  which  I  lifl;cne4  with  rapture  ;an<J  im- 
provement, is  heard  no  more. 

As  far  as  hfeippincfs  may  be  confidered  de- 
pendent  upon  the  attainment  pf  our  vrifhe$, 
he  poflejied  it^  At  the  period  of  his  d^ath^ 
by  a  prudent  attention  to  economy,  wMcIf 
never  encroached  upon  his  liberality,  b^  ha4 
acquired  a  competency,  and  was  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  enjoy  dignity  with  independence. 
For  this  acquifitibn  he  was  indebted  to  the 
exertion  of  his  talents  and  abilities,  of  ener- 
gies well  diredled,  and  ufefuUy  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  his  country  and  mankind.  He 
had  obtained  a  reputation  which  might  gra- 
tify the  higheft  ambition :  and  as  far  as  hu- 
man happinefs  is  alfo  connei^ed  with  expect- 
ation, he  had  in  profpedt  a  variety  of  em- 
ployments, the  execution  of  which  depended  . 
only  on  the  continuance  of  his  health  and 
intelledual  powers.     I  fhall  not  here  enlarge 
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upon  the  common  topic  of  the  vanity  of 
human  wifhes,  profpedls,  ^nd  enjoyments, 
which  my  fubjeft  naturally  fuggefts ;  but  if 
my  reader  Ihould  not  participate  that  admira- 
tion which  the  memory  of  Sir  William  Jones 
excites  in  my  mind,  1  muft  fubmit  to  the 
mortification  of  having  depreciated  a  charac- 
ter, which  I  had  fondly  hoped  would  be  ef- 
fe6tually  emblazoned  by  its  own  excellence, 
if  I  d^d  but  fimply  recite  the  talents  and  vir- 
tues which  confpired  to  dignify  and  adoro  it; 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

The  following  Epitaph,  evidently  in- 
tended for  himfelf,  was  written  by  Sir  Wil- 
'  liam  Jones,  a  fhort  time  only  before  his  de- 
mife.  It  difplays  fome  ftriking  features  of 
his  charadker  j  relignation  to  the  will  of  his 
Creator,  love  and  good-will  to  mankind, 
and  is  modeilly  filent  upon  his  intelledual 
attainments. 

AN  EPITAPH. 


Here  was  deposited, 

the  mortal  part  of*  a  man, 

who  feared  GOD,  but  not  deaths 

and  maintained  independence, 

but  sought  not  riches; 

who  thought 

none  below  him,  but  the  base  and  unjust, 

none  above  him,  but  the  wise  .and  virtuous; 

who  loved 

his  parents,  kindred,  friends,  country, 

with  an  ardour 

,     which  was  the  chief  source  of 
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all  his  pleasures  and  all  his  pains  2 

and  who,  having  devoted 

his    life    to    their    service, 

and  to 

the  imprpvem^nt  of  his  mind, 

resigned  it  calmly, 

giving  glory  to  his  Creator, 

wishing  peace  on  earth, 

and  with 

'  good-will  to  all  creatures, 

on  the  {Twentj/^seoentK]  day  of  ^^prU'] 

hi  the  year  of  our  Hessed  Redeemer, 

Pm  Thdusand  Sttv^n  Hundred  land  Ninctj/jfoiir].      < 

,  The  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-Indi^ 
^Company  embraced  an  early  opportunity  of 
teftifying  their  refpefl:  for  the  merit  of  Sir 
William  Jones.  By  an  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Court,  it  was  rcfblved,  that  a  monument 
to  his  memory  (hould  be  ordered,  for  thQ 
purpofe  of  being  erefted  in  St.  Paul's  Ca* 
thedral,  with  a  fuitable  infcription,  and  that 
a  ftatue  of  Sir  William  Jones  fhould  be  pre- 
pared at  the  expence  of  the  Company,  an4 
fent  to  Bengal  with  diredions  for  its  being 
placed  in  a  proper  (Ituation  there. 

The  pofthumous  honours  paid  to  his  me-? 
tnpry  by  9  fociety  of  gentlemen  in  Bengala^ 
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who  had  rcceiTed  their  ^docatioa  at  Osfanid 
were  no  lefs  liberal  than  appropriate.  They 
fubicribed  ^  fum  to  be  given  as  a  pf4ze  for 
the  befl  diflertation  on  his  charaAer  andl 
merits,  by  any  of  the  ftudents  at  that  Uni- 
verfity  j  and  the  propofaU  with  the  {anftioa 
of  the  heads  of  the  Univerfity,  having  been 
carried  into  execution,  the  premium  wa$  ad^ 
judged  to  Mr.  Henry  Philpotts,  A.  M-,  FeU 
low  of  Magdalen  College. 

The  expeiStations  of  my  readers  would  be 
difappolnted,  if  I  were  not  to  mention  tht 
folicitude  of  Lady  Jones,  and  the  mean$ 
adopted  by  her,  for  perpetuating  the  fame 
of  a  huiband,  with  whoxA  Oxc  had  lived  in 
the  clofeft  union  of  efteem  and  afFd<^OA» 
Without  dwelling  upon  the  elegant  mowi* 
ment  ereded  to  his  memory  at  her  expefifei 
in  the  anti-chamber  of  Univerfity  CoBege^ 
0;c|brd|  her  f^nxi  for  hi$  reputation  wa$ 
more  effe<fluaUy  evin<?ed,  by  the  publication^ 
of  bis  worlfs  in  ai>  ejcgaat  edition  of  fin 
quarto  vojumes,  in  ^l&.  conformity  to  hia 
opioion,  that    ■*  Th§  beft  monument  that 
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•*■  can  be  creded  to  a  man  of  literary  talents, 
^  is  a  good  edition  of  his  works/* 

On  the  ^yth  of  January  1795,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  was  unanimoufly  elefted  a.  cor- 
refponding  member  of  the  Hijlorical  Society 
of  Maffacbufetts.  The  fociety  had  foon  the 
mortification  to  learn,  that,  nine  months  be- 
fore the  date  of  their  vote,  the  objedl  of  their 
intended  diftinftion  was  no  more.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  notifying  the  refolution  of  the 
fociety,  was  addrefled,  by  the  prefident  of  \ty> 
to  Sir  William  Jones : 

Sir,  Boston,  Feb.  7,  1795. 

As  prefident,  and  by  the  direftion 
of  the  Maflachufetts  Hiftorical  Society,  I 
have  the  honour  to  inclofe  you  a  vote  of  that 
corporation,  by  which  you  are  eleded  a  mem- 
ber of  it. 

You  have  alfo  by  this  conveyance  a  few 
publications,  and  a  copy  of  our  charter :  by 
the  latter  you  will  fee,  as  well  the  legal  date, 
as  the  delign  of  our  inftitution.  We  poflefs 
a  large  hall  in  the  centre  of  Boftoh,  where 
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\sre  depofit  thofe  books^  publications)  ^and 
other  matters^  which  may  have  a  tendency  to 
fix  and  illuftrate  the  political,  civil,  and  na- 
tural hiftory  of  this  continent :  and  we  have 
been  very  fucqefsful  in  our  attempts  to  colled 
materials  for  that  purpofe. 

Your  character,  and  the  attention  which 
the  world  allows  you  to  have  paid  to  learn- 
ing of  this  kind,  have  induced  us  to  purfue 
fuch  meafures  as  we  hope  will  obtain  your 
good  wifhes,  and  friendly  regard:  and  wc 
ihall  have  great  pleafure  in  forwarding  to  you, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  other  books  and 
publications,  as  we  may  fiippofe  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  you. 

Any  obfervations  from  you,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  ibciety,  in  which  you  prefidc,  il- 
luftrating  thofe  fads  which  compofe  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of  America,  or  of  any  other 
part  of  the  world,  will  be  received  as  va- 
luable ixiarks  of  your  attention. 

As  the  correfpondence  of  literary  and  phi- 
lofophical  focieties,  eftablifhed  in  different  na- 
tions, i?  an  intercourfe  of  true  philanthropy. 
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4nd  h«  a  micifeft  tendency  to  Increafe  that 
fricfidfliip,  and  to  fupport  that  harmony  in 
the  great  family  of  mankind,  on  tvhich  the 
happincfs  of  the  world  fo  mueh  depends,  it 
call  never  folicit  your  aid  without  fuecefs. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
With  fentiments  of  the  higheft  refpefi, 
Youi*  mod  obedient,  humble  fervant, 

J.  Sullivan. 

It  is  certainly  to  be  greatly  regretted,  that 
Sir  William  Jones  did  not  live  to  tranflate 
the  digeft  of  Hindu  law,  in  the  compilation 
of  which  he  had  beftowed  fo  much  time  and 
attention.  It  is  however  fatisfldtory  to  know, 
that  his  benevolent  intentions  in  this  labo- 
rious work  have  not  been  difappbinted,  and 
that  Mr.  H.  T.  Colebrooke,  in  the  civil  fer- 
vice  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  at  Bengal, 
from  motives  of  public  fpirit,  and  a  laudable 
hope  of  diftindion,  has  completed  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  it,  with  an  ability  which  does  him 
the  higheft  credit.  This  voluminous  work 
was  undertaken  and  executed  by  Mr,  Cole* 
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•brookci  under,  the  prefltore  of  uninterqakted 
official  occupations,  and  is  a  proof  of  literarjr 
induftry  rarelj  exceeded. 

For  the  gratification  of  the  reader's  curio« 
fityi  I  infert  the  fhort  but  charaderiftic  trani^ 
lation  of  the  Preface  of  the  Hindu  Gompilers 
of  the  Digeft. 

PREFAeE    BY    THE    COMPILERS. 

Having  faluted.  the  Ruler  of  Gods,  the 
Lord  of  Beings,  and  the  King  of  Dangers^ 
Lord  of  Divine  Claflfes,  the  Daughter  of  the 
King  of  Mountains,  the  venerable  Sages,  and 
the  reverend  Authors  of  Books,  I,  Jaqaj^ 
nat'ha.  Son  of  Budra,  by  command  of  the 
Protedors  of  the  L^d,  compile  this  book, 
intitled.  Tie  Sea  of  (ontroverjial  JVaves^  per* 
fpicuous,  difFudve,  with  its  iilands  and  gemSi 
pleafing  to  the  princes  and  the  learned. 

What  is  my  xntelleft,  a  crazy  boat,  com* 
pared  with  the  facred  code,  that  perilous 
ocean  ?  The  favour  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  i^ 
my  fple  refuge,  in  traverfmg  that  pceaij  with 
this  Gr4zy  yelTel* 
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The  leaxiitd  Radhacanta  Gonefprefada,  of 
£trti  and  fpotlefs  mind;  Ramaraohana  Ra- 
manidhee  Ganafyama^  and  Gungadhara,  a  . 
league  of  affiduous  pupils,  muft  effeft  the 
completion  of  this  work,  which  flialf  ^gratify 
the  minds  of  princes:— *of  this -I  have  un- 
queftioned  certainty.  ••    .    -    ,      - 

Embarking  on  fhips,  often  do  men  un- 
daunted traverfe  the  perilous  deep,  aided  by 
long  cables,  and  impelled  by  propitious  gales. 

Having  viewed  the  title  of  loans,  and  the 
reft  as  promulged  by  wife  legiflators,  in  codes  ' 
of  laws,  and  as  expounded  by  former  intel- 
ligent authors; 

And  having  meditated  their  obfcure  paf- 
fages  with  the  leflbns  of  venerable  teachers, 
the  whole  is  now  delivered  by  me. 
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APPENDIX. 


■    '         No.  I.-    '  •       ■       ■ .   •      ' 
JONESIUS  REVICZRiOi'-S.;:  ,:; 

QUAM  jucunda  inihi  fiik  ilia  fenu^ 
hora,  qui  tecum  de  poetis  Perficis,  m^s  tuif^ 
que  deliciis,  fum  coilocutus :  iaitium  enitn 
amicitise  et  dulciilimas  inter  nos  confuetudinis 
arbitrabar  fuiffe.  Quam  fpem  utriufque  noftri 
importuna  negotia  fefellerunt.  Run  enim 
diutius  quam  vellem  commorari,  varias  me 
cogunt  occupationes.  _Tu  Germaniam,  ut 
audivi,  quam  citiffime  proficifci  meditaris, 
Doleo  itaque  amicitiam  in  ipfo  fiore  quafi 
decidere.  Illud  tamen  tanquam  lenimen  xlo« 
loris  mei  reftat,  nempe  ut,  fi  prsefens  te 
praefeatem  alloqui  non  poffim,  liceat  certd 
quidem  per  literas  colloqui,  et  cum  fermoais 
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Cdtnmttnicatione^  turn  conjundlione  {ludio-^ 
rum^  perfrux.  At  cum  de  amicitia  noftra 
loquar,  ne,  quarfo,  videar  hoc  tam  gravi 
fiominc  abuti.  Permagno  enim  vinculo  con- 
Jungi  folent  ii  qui  iifdem  utuntur  ftudiis,  qui 
literas  humaniores  colunt,  qui  in  iifdem  curis 
ct  cogitationibus  evigilant.  Studia  eadem 
fequimur,  cadem  colimus  et  confeftamur. 
Hoc  tao&en  Itttt  6o«  iiiterefl.  Nempe  tu  in 
literis  Afiaticis  es  quam  doctifEmus;  ego 
Veix)  ut  in  iia  dodub  fim»  nitor,  c6ntendo, 
glaboro.  In  harum  literiuiim  amore  non 
patiar  ut  me  vincas^  ita  enim  injcrcdilSiliter 
Ulia  deleAOT^  nihil  ut  fupr ^  poi&t :  equidem 
|»}eii  Gra^corum  jsm  lAdi  k  puerd  ita  delec*^ 
ttbar,  ut  nihil  mihi  Flndari  carminibus  ela* 
tius,  nihti  Anacreonte  dulcius,  nihil  Sapphus^ 
Archilochi»  Alcasi^  ac  Simonidia  aureis .  illis 
rdliqUiis  politius  aut  niddiu  s  eife  videretur. 
At  c^jnl  |>6enn  Arabicara  et  Periicam  d6^ 
gufianm^  iilico  exarefcere      *     .  *  .    *      * 
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No.  11. 
.  REVICZKI  a  Mons.  JONES. 
Monsieur, 

Je  fuis  tr^s  fcnfible  a  votre  fouvenir  ct 
aux  compliments  r^iteres,  dans  vos  lettres  a 
Madame  de  Vauclufe ;  je  puis  dire  que  j'cn 
fuis  un  peu  fier,  me  glorifiant,  de  ce  qu'unc 
cntrevue  d'un  quart  d'heure  m'a  pu  procurer 
Thonneur  de  votre  amitie. .  Je  ticherois 
bien  de  la  cultiver,  fi  mbn  plan  me  permettoit 
de  faire  un  plus  long  f^jour  dans  ce  pays^i, 
ou  du  moins,  fi  je  pouvois  vous  rencontrer  a 
Oxford,  ou  je  penfe  de  me  rendre  avant  que 
je  quitte  TAngleterre.  J'apprens  avec  plaifir, 
que  vous  avez  ete  charge  de  donner  au  pub- 
lic, un  Effai  fur  la  Profodie  des  Orienteaux  j 
comme  je  fuis  perfuade  que  vous  vous  ac- 
quitterez  dignement  de  cette  commiffion,  et 
qu'un  bon  fucces  couronnera  votre  entreprife, 
je  fuis  charme  d'avance,  de  Thumiliation  que 
vous  ferez  effuyer  a  tons  nos  Poetes  Euro* 
peens,  qui  ne  pourront  pas  s'empccher  d'avoir 
honte   de  la  pauvrete  de  leurs  langucs  pro- 

Ufe^W.  II.  Y 
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faiques,  lorfqu'ils  s'appcrccvcront,  que  leff 
langues  Orientales,  independamment  de  la 
rime,  que  eft  de  leur  invention,  dnt  de  vc- 
ritables  quantites  de  fyllabes  aufli  bien  que 
ks  Grecs,  avec  urie  variete  de  pieds  plua 
abondantes  encore,  et  par  confequent  un  yxsI 
art  metrique  et  pfofodique.  Je  prends  la 
libeirte  de  vous  envoyer  le  cahier  d'une  de 
mes  derniereS  tradu6lidns  de  Hafyz,  dont  je 
m'amufe  quelquefois  quand  j'ai  du  loifir. 
Vous  qui  connoiflez  le  genie  de  la  langue 
Perfanne,  trouverez  fans  doute  mon  ehtre* 
prife  temeraire,  auffi  ne  cherche-je  point  a 
fairefentir  la  beaute  de  Toriginal  dans  ma 
verlibn,  mais  uniquement  les  penfees  fimple^ 
et  fans  ornement,  j'y  joins  auffi  une  para- 
phrafe  en  vers,  mais  tres  libre*  En  quoi  je 
me  fuis  le  plus  eloigne  du  texte,  c'eft  en  fub* 
ftituant  quelquefois  au  mignon  une  maitreffe^ 
foit  pour  donner  une  liaifon  aux  vers,  qui  jpar 
la  nature  meme  du  Ghazel,  n'en  ont  point  j 
foit  pour  me  conformer  en  cela  au  gout  de 
noapays;  d'autant  plus  que  dans  fe  premier 
vers,  le  Perfan  lui  meme  parle  de  fa.  raaitrefle-. 
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Vous  trouverez  auffi  a  cote  du  texte  Perfan,- 
des  expreffions  analogues  des  poetes  Grecs 
ct  Latins,  fuivant  que  je  m'en  fouviens  lorf- 
que  je  lis  Hafyz.  J'efpere  davoir  Thon- 
neur  de  vous  voir  ici  avant  mon  depart,  *vous- 
aflurant  que  je  compte  parmi  leg  plus  grands 
avantages  que  j'ai  eu  en  Angleterre,  Thon- 
neur  de  votre  connoiflance. 

Je  fuis  votre  tres  humble  Scrviteur, 

REVICZKL 

No.  III. 
REVICZKI  a  Mons.  JONES. 

Londres,  le  2^eme  de  Fevrier,  1768. 

Monsieur, 

Lc  jour  memc  que  j'ai  expedie  la 
mienne,  j'ai  re9U  votre  favante  et  obligeante 
lettre,  que  j'ai  lu  avec  un  plaifir  infini,  quoique 
j*aurois  fouhaite  qu'elle  fut  un  peu  moins 
flateufe  fur  mon.  compte,  et  moins  modefte 
fur  le  v6trc-  Toutefois  je  ne  prends  pas  vos 
expreffions  a  la  lettre,  et  malgre  tout  ce  que 
vous  puiffiez  dire,  je  vois  clairement  par 
votre  gout  et  jugement  iur  les  paffages  citc$ 

V  2 
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dans  votre  lettre,  que  vous  avez  fait  un  grand 
cheniin  dans  la  litterature  Orientale.  Je  vous 
prie  cependant,  quelque  grace  pour  le  Grec 
ct  le  Latin ;  car  quoique  je  ne  puiffc  pas. 
nicr  qu'il  y  a  quelque  genre  de  poefie,  ou  les 
Orienteaux  et  particulierement  les  Perfans 
ont  atteint  un  dcgre  de  perfedtion  et  de  fu- 
periorite,  je  ne  me  ferois  point  de  fcrupule,  de 
renoncer  plutot  a  la  connoiflance  de  ces 
trois  langu'cs  qu'a  la  feule  langue  Grecque. 
Je  fuis  bien  aife  que  votre  ouvrage  foit  deja 
fi  avance,  et  que  je  puiflc>  efperer  de  la  voir 
bient&t  rendu  public.  Je  ferois  fort  embaraffe 
de  vous  donner  Quelque  avis  au  fujet  de  votre 
livre,  a  caufe  que  je  fuis  actuellement  depourvu 
de  tout  livre  qui  traite  dire6lement  de  cette 
matiere,  et  que  d'aiUeurs,  c'eft  une  mer  a 
boire,  que  Tabondance  et  la  variete  du  metre 
Oriental,  et  qu'il  ell  impoffible  d'en  favoir 
par  coeur  toutes  les  parties.  Je  ferois  curieux 
de  favoir,  fous  quel  chapitre  vous  avez  range 
Le  Kafide,  genre  de  poefie  tres  en  vogue  par- 
mi  les  Arabes,  et  cultive  avec  grand  fucces, 
que  repoad  plus  qu*aucun  autre  a  Telogie 
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Latine,  mais  qui  par  fa  conftrudion  tient 
au  Ghazel,  avec  cette  difFerence,que  le  Ghazel, 
fuivant  ks  regies,  ne  devroit  jamais  pafler  13 
diftiques  ou  beitsj  et  que  le  Kafide  n'eft 
borne  a  aucun  nombre ;  2do,  que  les  belts  du 
Ghazel,  doivent  par  leur  nature  comprendre 
en  eux-memes,  et  terminer  tout  le  fens,  pen- 
dant que  ceux  du  Kafide  ont  du  rapport  entrc 
eux,  en  continuant  le  meme  fujet.  Un  exem- 
ple  admirable  de  ce  dernier  eft  celui  fur  la 
mort  de  Mahomet,  telebre  dans  tout  TOrient, 
ft  connu  par  coeur  a  tous  les  gens  de  lettres, 
dans  une  allegorie  continuelle,  mais  admirable 
ct  tres  pathetique,  dont  le  commencement  eft 
tel,  fi  je  m'en  fouviens; 

(^  (/>.  c)^A^  />  cr^ 

Pour  ce  qui  regarde  vos  doutes  fur  la  prlten-- 
due  allegorie  de  Hafyz,  il.y  auroit  beaucoup 
a  dire,  car  il  femble  que  le  refped  et  la  v6n6- 
ration  que  les  Mahometans  portent  a  la  me- 
paoire  de  ce  grand  g^nie,  eft  la  veritable  caufe 
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dc  Icur  myftcrieufc  interpretation,  voulant 
parla  juftifier  la  conduite  du  pocte  en  nous 
le  donnant  pour  un  hgrnme  irreprochable 
auffi  bicn  dans  fes  moeurs  que  dans  fes  vers. 
La  plus  grande  partie  de  fes  commentateurs^ 
.  comme  Shemy,  Surury,  et  les  autres;  s'ever- 
tuent  d'expliquer  dans  lin  fens  myftique  les 
vers  qui  roulent  fur  le  vin,  les  garjons,  les 
plaifirs,  et  le  mepris  de  la  religion,  comme 
indigne  dtin  bon  Mufulman;  mais  le  plus 
habile  de  ces  interpretes,  le  favant  Sudi,  n'a 
pas  voulu  fiiivre  cette  methode,  difant,  que 
quelque  raifon  que  puiffent  avoir  |es  autres 
commentateurs,  fans  combattre  leur  bonnes 
intentions,  il  fe  contentera  d'expliquer  le 
texte  litteralement.  II  ne  fera  pas  peut-etre 
mal-a-propos;  de  marquer  ici  une  anecdote, 
que  j'ai  lu  quelque  part  touchant  Hafyz ;  ce 
grand  homme  etant  mort,  quelques-uns  des 
Ulemas,  ont  fait  difBculte  de  lui  accorder  la 
fepulture,  a  caufe  du  libertin?ige  de  fes  poefies, 
mais  en  fin  apres  bien  de  conteftations,  il  en 
ibnt  venu  au  Tefal^  q'eft-a-dirq  a  la  pratique, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 

d^ouvrir  fon  Divan  au  hazard,  moyenant  unfi 
aiguille;  le  premier  vers  qui  «'ofint  a  leur 
v(ie  fut  le  fuivant: 

^\^    t;^>    ;l     ;U     ^,;,     ^>5 

Ce  paffage  ayant  etc  pris  pour  une  decifion 
du  ciel,  les  Ulemas  furent  bientot  d'accord, 
€t  on  le  fit  entcrrer  dans  rendroit  meme  du 
Mufella,  iievenu  celebre  par  fes  vers.  Si  je 
ne  me  trompe  pas,  cette  circonftance  fe  trouve 
dans  Katib  celebi.  Quant  a  moi,  tout  autant 
que  je  fuis  porte  a  croire  que  Hafyz  en  par- 
lant  de  vin  et  de  Tamour  n'entend  point 
finefle  en  iela,  de  m6me  je  dois  avouer  que 
je  ne  trouve  point  des  obfceriites^  eh  lui,  ni 
des  exprefEpns  fales  et  groffi^res  comme  cela' 
arrive  aflez  fouvent  a  Sadi.  Je  ne  puis 
m'empecher  non  plus  de  le  r^arder  comme 
un  efprit  fort,  et  je  pourrois  citer  cent  ex- 
emples,  pour  montrer  qu'il  fe  moque  du  pro- 
phcte  et  de  TAlcOran  comme  quand  il  dit : 

';'  ;»'i  --M  jy."  ^Jtl  ,  w  ^1 
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Pour  Ics  poetcs  Turcs,  j'avoue  que  je  nc  les 
lis  pas  avec  le  meme  plaifir,  quoique  je  con- 
vienne  qu'il  y'en  a  quelques-uns  qui  ont  du 
merite  j  le  plus  agreable,  a  mon  avis,  eft  Ruhi 
Bagdady  dont  il  y  a  des  fatyres  admirables. 
Je  ne  fais  pas  s'il  eft  de  votre  connoiflance. 
Mais  la  plupart  des  Turcs  ne  font  que  des 
copiftes  ou  tradu6leurs  des  Perfans,  et  fouvent 
defti*ues  dc  gout  et  d'harmonie. 

Je  ne  puis  pas  deviner  la  raifon  qui  vous 
fait  trouver,  Mpnfieur,  un  fens  impudiquc 
dans  ce  beau  vers  de  Mefihi : 

dont  le  fimple  fens  eft :  ^^  Mon  dieu,  ne  m'cn- 
voyez  pas  au  tombeau  fans  que  j'aye  aupa- 
ravant  embrafle  mon  ami/ '  a  moins  que  vous 
ne  faffiez  confifter  Tobfcenite  dans  Tamitie 
d'un  gar^on,  qui  eft  Teternel  fujet  de  toutes 
les  poefies  Orientales  auffi  bien  que  Grecques 
ct  qwelquefois  Latines.  Je  vous  envoye  la 
pips  fraiche  de  mes  tradudionq,  en  vous  priant 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S29  :    ' 

de  mo  la  renvoyer  quand  vous  en  ferez  lai, 
car  je  n'en  ai  point  de  copies.     Je  fuis,  avcc 
la  plus  parfaite  eftime  et  veneration, 
Votre  tres  humble  fervitcur, 

REVICZKI. 

No.  IV. 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Londini,  Mar  fit  die  7|  1768. 
Dicamne  me  literis  tuis  delefitatum, 
an  eruditum  ?  Prorfus  animi  pendeo,  tu  ia 
Iteris  omne  punitum  tulifle  videris,  hoc 
3inum  reprehendendum  exiftimo^  quod  con-* 
cifione  peccent,  etfi  tu  prolixitatis  notam  ia- 
currere  Verearis.  Quod  miffam  ad  te  duarum 
odarum  verfionem  intemperanti  laudc  efferas, 
quodve  meas  efle  aliquid  putaris  nugas,  id  pure 
puta  humanitatis  ac  comitatis  tux  indicium 
efle  fufpicor;  quod  autem  in  fphalmata  mea 
benignus  animadverteris,  ferio  habeo  gratiam, 
uti  vice  verfa,  quod  tarn  parens  fueris  in  cat- 
tiganda  errorum  meorum  fylva,  indulgenti^ 
tuae-adfcribo.  Itaque  etfi  fummopere  caven- 
vilum  mibi  At,  w,  4um  culpam  removere  ftu« 
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Aco,  gratlam,  quam  profiteor,  imminuere  vU 
dear;  non  poiTum  tamen  apud  animum  meum 
impetrare^  ut  omni  penitus  apologise  fuper* 
fedeam.  Quare  non  incongruum  puto  mo- 
nere,  mc  nuUo,  five  oftentationis^  five  gloriag 
ftudio,  •ad  vcrfus  fcribendos  animum  appuliffe, 
quos  jam  olim  in  fcholae  limine  valere  juflbs, 
non  ant?  hos  tres  moifes^  otio  me  ad  id  pelli^ 
ciente,  refumfi  j  non  alia,  i^;  f^slajtlworeu^s,  ratione, 
quam  quod,  Latine  redditis  50  circiter  odig 
mercurialis  noftri  Hafyzi ; 

cujus  amor  tantum  mihi  crescit  in  horas. 


Quantum  vere  novo  viridis  se  subjicit  alnus : 

in  ipfo  progreflu  operis  tam  immanem  ob- 
fervavi  metaphrafis  mese  a  prototypo  difformi- 
tatem,  ut  me  laboris  faftidium  ceperit.  Nam 
etfi  prseter  illam  inficetam,  fed  religiofam 
verfionem,  quam  fingulis  diftichis  fubfcriptam 
vides,  aliam  liberiorem  et  terfiorem,  Latin^ 
aeque  ac  Gallicd  lingua,  prae  manibus  ha- 
beam;   tamen   non   eft   minus  difcrepans  a 

textu,  quam  ^t  L  y;^  j}jj)  s:i/i^  Hoc  eft, 
Historia  aurifabri  et  storearum  textoris.         Hafiz. 
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Accedit,  quod  faepiflimd  ad  exprimendum 
unius  mqnofyllabi  fenfum,  fefquipcdali  para- 
phrdl  fit  utendum.  Proinde  non  abs  re  fu- 
turum  judicavi,  ligata  nonnunquam  oratione 
textum  Perficum.  aemulari ;  cujus  tamen  qua- 
licunque  fucceflui  illud  femper  obilabit^  qu6d 
in  Ghazela,  nulla  fit  verfuum  cohsefio  et 
ct^xijxoux/a,  cujus  defectum  Latina  poefis  nulld 
ratione  admittit.  Sed  de  his  affatim. 
*       *    .  *       *       *       * 

Libnim  de  poefi  Hebraeorum  quern  com- 
mendas,  epifcopi  Oxonienfis,  quemve  tibi  pro 
exempTari  propofuifti,  legi  jam  alias,  et  qui- 
dem  magna  cum  voluptate,  quamvis  in  prae- 
fentiarum  parum  ex  illo  memoriae  meae  in^ 
haereat;  hoc  unum  recordor,  quod  didioac 
asque  ac  methodo  fit  praeditus  admirabili. 
Floras  Graeci  et  Orientales  epiftolas  tuae  in- 
terfperfi,  oppid6  me  deledaverunt,  et  obfervo 
tuum  in  eorum  deledu  judicium,  Propofitum 
autem  Orientem  vifendi,  laudo  quidem>  fed 
praevie  fuadco  ut  linguas  feu  Turcicae  feu  vult- 
garis  Arabicae  ufum  tibi  familiarem  reddas,  fi 
profedum  et  voluptatem  ex  itinere  illo  con- 
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feqni  eft  animus,  quandoquidetn  non  alid  ra- 
tione  Mahometanos  afFari  conceditur. 

Quod  dc  fervili  Turcarum  imitatione  dixi, 
0pn  de  omni  imitatione  didhim  volo*  Scio 
enim  multos  imitando  archetypum  fuperafle, 
uti  hoc,  Georgica  Virgilii,  et  Hefiodi  l/?ya  xa) 
iij^spou.  tcftantur.  Nee  ipfe  Hafyz  negaverit 
nonnulla  fe  ab  aliis  mutuatum,  utpote  quemi 
non  pudueiit  fubinde  integros  vcrfus  tran- 
fcribere:  ficut  ille  eft  in  ipfo  frontis  opera: 
quem,  mutato  tantiim  hemiftichiorum  ordine, 
lezido  filio  fqfripuit,  apud  quern  ita  legitur ; 

nt  nihil  dicam  de  integra  fere  ghazel^  alio  in 
loco,  &p.  &c.  OfFendor  enimvero  infulla 
ilia  ct  penc  con tinua  poetarum  Turcarum 
imitatione,  de  quibus  non  inepte  quis  didhim^ 
putet, 

O  imitatoresj  servum  pecus  f 

ut  Horatius  nofter,  &c.     . 

Quseris  quid  fentiam  de  aliis  Perfarum 
poetis  ?  numve  folum  Hafyz  ore  rotundo  lo- 
qui  penfeam  ?  Abfit !  quis  enim  poteft  primal^ 
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Sadii  pag^natn  infpicerey  quin  fe  in  exftafia 
rapi  fentiat?  Immo  fcire  te  volo,  mihi  pri- 
mum  ftimuhim  additum  fuilTe  ad  Orientales 
literas  perdifcendas  hdc  Sadil  ftrophS,  quam 
fortuito  didafcalus  meus  Conflantinopoli  re« 
citavit  et  interpretatus  eft : 

Sed  quis  non  indlgnetur  lepidiffimum  fcrip- 
torem,  a  tarn  illepido  metaphrafte,  quam  fuit 
med  fcntentii  Gentius,  Latinitate  donatum* 
Non  difEteor  tamen  magis  me  mulccri  lec- 
tione  Hafyzi,  e6  quod  in  illo  verba  fententlolk 
hilaritate  mixta  deprehendam.  Quod  Jiamium 
attinet ;  etfi  illius  opere  deftituar,  memor  ta- 
men eorum  quae  Conflantinopoli  degens  ali- 
quando  Icgi,  non  vereor  drcere  poetarum  to- 
tius  Perfiae  effe  feliciflimum.  Et  quidem  ju- 
dicio  Sudij,  Hafyz  in  compluribus  divani  fui 
Kqfiis  five   WoKoJaXr,^,    qucm   vulgus   riiyth-^ 
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mum  vocat,  eft  incomparabilis,  uti  in  Uteris : 

^jj^  •  /^  •  '  ^^'5  ^^  ^^^  rurfum  Uteris  eft 

remiilior;  in  nonnullis  denique  plane  lan- 
cet, quando  Jiamii  per  omnes  alphabet!  lite-- 
ras    eadem    felicitate    decurrit.      Ghazelam 

^.^jy  /MI  y/j  non  verti  Latino  carmine  ob 
verfuum  incohaerentiam ;  fed  fi  profaicam  ver- 
iionem  et  notas  defideras,  lubens  obfequar. 
Interea  mitto  hunc  noviflimum,  non  partum 
adhuc,  fed  embrionem.  Vale.  Londini^  die 
7  Martii. 

P.  S.  Verfus  tuos  Arabicos  miror  meher-^ 
cle,  non  tanttim  probo ;  fed  in  hoc  non  aufim: 
tc  semulari,.  (■• 

No.  V. 
REVIC2KIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Londini,  17  Martii,  1768. 

Oppido  recreatus  fum  literis  tuis, 

praecipu^  vero  multiplici  tu4  verfione,  imi- 

tatione,  compofitione.      Quarum  argumento 

clare  evincls,  te  non  tantum 

exemplaria  Graeca 

.  Nocturna  versasse  manu,  vers^sse  diurna;    " 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


335 

fed  omnem  propemodum  Hellenici  fermonis 
Sstvofvjra,  KAi  %af<£v7*(r/xoy  aflecutum  efle.  '  Multae 
funt  veneres  in  oda  tua  ad  Venerem,  et  ple- 
nus  laudis  conatus  in  adaequando  divino  ex- 
emplari.  Sed  quis  poffit  fibi  a  ludtu  tempe- 
rare,  cum  obfervaverit,  non  tantum  nos  jac- 
turara  pati  lepidiffimi  operis,  fed  quod  illae 
etiam  perpaucse  reliquiae  quae  fuperfunt,  adeo 
lint  mutilatae  &  depravatac  ?  Nam  etfi  lubens 
concedam,  textum  odae,  quern  tu  eligifti,  liv^ 
illiim  etiam  Dionys.  edit,  Upton.,,  praefercn- 
dum  efle  Stephaniano,  aut  cujufcunque  eft  iila 
(fi  diis  placet)  emendatio,  quod  in  tuo  ex- 

emplari  major  habeatur  dialedti  ratio,  ac  plures 
infint  yvryfTioryy?^  %a/?«>c%f; :  tamcn  negari  non 
poteft  complures  vel  in  eo  reperiri. hiatus,  et 
menda,  quae  nulla  fatiis  explicatione  aut  fenfus 
detorfione  celari  poffunt.  Quanivis  autem 
credibile  fit,  iEoliam  puellam  fuo  particular! 
idiomate locutam, cujus leges  setate noftranon 
fetis  perfpedtae  lint :  quis  tamen  putet  iEolicam 
dialedtum  metro  et  profodia^  oppofitaiii,  ut 
nihil  dicam  de  fenfu  ipfo  in  aliquot  locis  cor- 
rupto?  .  ^ 
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«      •      «      *      «      m 

Elegans  omnino  eft  verfio  ilia  tiia  de  ofcule 
Agathoms.  Confimilis  idea  eft  in  illo  Hafyzi 
^fticho : 

Id  eft,  ut  oris  tui  afpe£tu  frui  poflGt,  anima 
mca  tota  in  labiis  meis  hseret.  Jube  ergo 
quod  vis;  nam  a  tuo  nutu  pendet,  utrum 
exiens  me  inanimcm  relinquat,  an  vero  re- 
diens  !me  mihi  reddat.  Auftor  OafiVruo^  Adfvihs 
xal  Kopyif  lubricum  Platonis  verfum  prorfus 
cutrxpokoyw^  ufurpavit : 

Quod  pollicitus  fum,  mitto  tihi  ghazelam, 
Eier  an  Turkt\  &c*  cum  verfione  profa,  una 
autem  etiam  adumbrationem  aliquam  in  verfu, 
alio  tempore  expoliendam.  Velim  autem 
mihi  perfcribas,  utrum  fcias  extare  aliquam 
Hafyzi  verfionem,  five  typis  editam,  five  ma- 
nufcriptam,  Latine,  aut  quovis  alio  Europaeo 
idiomate.  Nam  quod  fciam,  nullus  adhuc 
poet«  hujus  interprctationem  tentavit,  praeter 
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primam  ghaz^Iam,  quas  nuperrimd  iterum  in 
anale<£ti8  profeflbrh  Hyde  in  publicum  eft 
emifla.  i 

Obfecro  te  infuperi  ut  indicaire  mihi  veils, 
ubi  locorum  inveaire  valeam  librum  primum 
lUadis  Homer!  cum  ahalyfi  et  notii  in  ufum 
fcholarum,  in  Aaglia  typi$  yulgatum,  <^txk 
amicus  mens  pro  filio  cotnparandum  flagitat. . 

Gaz6k^  cu}u%  Jhahi  bat  laodas,  profi^6  le« 
pida  eft ;  cujm  primi  dtftichii  iblUmmodo  xt'^ 
cotdot: 

Quamvis  farcinas  meas  colligere  incepe- 
rim,  ac  libros  meos  in  cyftam  condiderim ; 
tamen  fi  animo  tuo  anidet,  aut  fi  ad  propo- 
fitum  tuum  facit^  ghazelam  hanc,  prius  quam 
proficifcar,  vertendam  aflumam,  Tu  proindd 
jube,  ac  vale. 
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No.VL 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Quod  folito  tardius  refpondeam  ami- 
ciflimis  tuis  literis,  nova  et  planfe  peregrina 
civitatis  hujus  fades  in  causi  eft.     Nee  puto 
vitio  mihi  vertas^  quod  advenam  me,  peculia-* 
ris  genti  huic,  et   invifa  alias,  eonfuetudo, 
pauIo  longius   detinuerit;    fateor  enim  me 
nufpiam  tali  methodo  patres  confcriptos  de- 
cerni  comperifle.     Initio  quidem  novilate  ju- 
cundum  vifum,  fed  fepslm  eo  turbarum  pro- 
greffa  res  eft,  ut  prope  pertsfus  iim  fpedaculi. 
Nunc  igitur,  crefcente  adhuc  tumuku,  domi 
manere  fatius  ducens,  occafionem  na(^us  fum 
_  literam  hanc  exarandi.     Gratulor-  mihi   im.- 
primis   quod   miffam   ad  te  carminis  Perfici 
verfionem  indulgcntcr  receperis,  quod  me  ex 
eo  idoneum  judicaveris  totius  divani  meta- 
phraften.     Sed  quamvis   conceptam   de  me 
opinionem  glorias   mihi  ducam,  non  vereor 
tamen  adhortationem  tuam  taxare  inclementiae^ 
Quis  euim,  nifi  cut  rohur  et  as  triplex  *circum 
fedius  eft,  ^^tdX^Xntfexcentarum  ghazelarum, 
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prosa-  et  carmine,  verfionem  ?  Talis  conatus 
non  folulm  complures  annos  requirit,  fed  et 
tnentem  ab  omni  ali6  ftudio  vacuam;  quae 
non  efl  mea  conditio,  cum  ego  difciplinas 
iftas  non  nifi  per  tranfennam  trai^are  con- 
fueverim.  Nihilominus,  quid  quod  abfolvere  . 
potero,  aliquando  in  lucem  edere  conftitui. 
Clavis  Homeri  non  eft  expers,  qui  a  me  \i^ 
brum  primum  Uiadis  cum  vocum  analyfi  pof- 
tulavit;  fed  commodius  putat  pueris  ufuve-* 
nire  opus  hoc,  quia  in  ilio  notae  textui  lunt 
fubjedx;  quod  in  clavi  defideratur.  Si  tamen 
ad  manus  eft  tibi  clavis  Homeri,  qua^fo  in-* 
fpicias  primam  ejus  paginam ;  etenim  fi  bene 
memini,  catalogus  quidam  operi  praefixus  eft; 
qui  libri  hiijus  et  typographi  fimul  notitiam 
continet.  Quamvis  me  humanitas  tua  ab 
omni  ulteriori  opere  abfolverit,  mitto  tamen 
odam  illam  quam  in  penultima  tua  epiftola 
detiderifti,  eo  quod  rem  tibi  gratam  fore  arr 
bitror.  Eft  autem,  mediusfidius,  non  ex  x 
facillimis  una,  tum  fenfu,  ti^m  vel  maxima 
metaphrafi,  ob  linguae  exoticae  continuum* 
idioma  null^  fatis  peripKraii  expriraendum.' 
z  2 
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Quaeris,  (^uid  de  linguas.Hebraese  et  Arabicas 
proprietate  fentiam/  deque  ilUs  communi 
i^laxgoniriM}  futuri,  pro  prseterito ;  refpondeo  s 
quod  etfi  perraro  hebrarzare  foleam,  aut^  ut 
verius  dicam,  facram  linguam  in  veaeratk>n$ 
potius  quam  deliciis^  habeamj  quod  praeter 
uaupi  Vetera  Teftamenti  Gbdicem,  et  non-» 
nulla  de  eo  Rabinorum  (omnia,  nihil  le<flii 
dignum  afferat }  hoc  tamen  ex  qualicunqud 
illius  le£tione  retlneo^  qpM  utriufque  inter 
grammaticen  fumma  fit  affinitasi  quodve  pau« 
citas  temporum  et  modorom  in  Arabic^,  fub- 
ftitutionis  eorundem  mutual,  occafio  eft ;  id-* 
que  linguae  Hebrasas  eodem  morbo  laborariti 
necefTario  convenire  putem  ;  quamvis  hoc  in 
lingud  Graec^,  maxima  tempotum  et  .mo- 
dorum  varietate  gaud^nte;  fatis  obvium  (it^ 
ut  cum  infinitivum'  pro  imperativo  ufuiipant. 
Quod  autem  ad  vocum  quantitates,  attinet, 
aliter  fentio.  Puto  enim  effe  Arabum  artem 
metricam  longe  recentioris  inventionis,  utpcte 
qusc  paulo  ante .  Muhammedi  tempoja  for- 
mam  acceplfle  pechibetur,  mullo  veftigio  an^ 
tiquimis  poeieos.     Cujus  fi  eadem  i^et  ratio 
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apud  Hebrasos,  quod  quidem  motionum  con« 
fimilis  ufus  fuadere  videtur ;  quidni  hucufque 
fine  ulla.aifficuftate  Hdbrieorum  profodiaixi 
per  analogtam  aiBTecuti  fuifTemus? 

GluKzela  ilia,  quam  in  mifcellanco  <}uo* 
dam  Qpere  fine  authoris  ndmioe  legifle  te 
icribis,  fi  quidem  correlate  feiipta  tflet^  oertus 
film,  qu6d  nihil  meo  ^dminicida  ^gmS5^. 
Nunc  autem  pro^rctrronbujs  fcatet^  CEdipua 
fim,  fi  expediam*  ':Qiii8  ehin^i^ignorat  tn  lio:- 
guis  OnentaUbua  Iblate*  puii&orum  diicii^ 
ticorum  confufionent  maximis  difficultatibns 
anfam  dareF  Quid  fi  accedac  fiteraram  ip->  ^ 
(arum  omifilo  aut  commutatio?  Hinc  qui- 
eunque  leiftioni  au£loris  alicujue  Qpcram  dat» 
mea  quidem  fententia^  dufdki  exeixiplari  ioi- 
ibu&us  fit  oportet,  ut^ciim  impoffib).le  pene 
iit  mendorunEi  expertes  liibros  majiufci^tos 
f eperire,  unus  alterius  ope  corrigatur«  iSc 
ibaec  eft  mea  methodus*  -       = 

Refiduum  eft,  ut  pre  Itaiico  ftynetto  mihi 
eomnmnlcato,  gratias  ref(^am,  tt  laudes  quas 
paf  eft  conferam,  epiftolamque  condudam. 
Vale.  Londinij  die  a^'  Martii,  ^768.  * 
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No.VIL 

JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

NsB  tii  percomem  perque  benevolum 

tepraebuifti !  iit  qui  inter  urbanas  occupationes, 

.falter  civium  feditioforum  ftrepitum,    inter 

'Comitia  ad  fenatores  eligendos  comparata,  oc- 

•caiionem  tamen  captaveris,  cum  ad  me  ami*- 

ciffime,  lit  foles,  fcribendi,  turn  carmen  Pcr- 

ficum  mittendi,  tdque  pulcherrimum,  et  ahs 

-te  Latine  converfum*     Eft  mebercule  Hafez 

nofter,  ambrofid  alendus  poeta;  et  quotidid 

gratior  mihi  jucundiorque  videtur  ejus  ve- 

nuftas  ac  pulchritudo.     Integra  illius  opera 

in  lucem  proferendi  &  vertendi,  quemadmo^ 

4um  coppifti,  prascipua  diiHcultas  ent  verfio 

poetica,  fed  haec  faciHor  evadet,  quam  opi- 

naris  :  nam  permiiltse  funt,  ut  puto,  G^zellae^ 

quas  T«l  ob  fententias  a  noftris  moribus  valde 

abhorrentps,  vel  ob  figurfis  elatiiEmas  et  quali 

.waptBHBwiwsviJi^yat  vel  i9}>  d)ili{:ha  Q^  ininimo 

quidem  nexu  inter  k  cohserentia,    liatini^ 

rerfibus  nqn  converter ;  ideoqpe  aliqu^OtuIuqi 

Icvabitur  Hcrculpjj^  alipquin  labor. 
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Eftftidion  aiiid  ^.Jy?  ^1  /\  moam  mihi 
inj^ciffe'memini,  ct  cum  tuo  rogatu  adverfaria 
mea  infpicerem,  ita  inficeta  mihi  vifa  ex  illius 
dillichi  interpretatione,  ut  mihi  plane  quadrari 
putarem  fervuli  Terentiani  verba, 

Davus  sum,  non  CEdipus; 
tibi  autetn  ilhid  Sophocleum, 

utpote  qui  ex  illo  obfcuro  et  quafi  fphingeo 
carmine,  (ignificationem/ 11  non  perfedam, 
&tis  tamen  luculentam^  elicere  potueris,  illtid 
dico  ciijud  initium : 

r 

Homeri  analj(in»  in  bibliothec^  noftr^  re« 
perire  non  potui.  Sed  amicum  habeo  Oxonii, 
qui  libnim,  de  quo  percontaris,  poflidet.  A4 
ilium  fcripfi  pridie  Kalend.  Apiil.^  et  re^pavi 
ut  me  quam  citifiime  certiorem  faceret,  quis 
fuerit  libri  illius  audor^  «t  quo  loco  liber 
fuerit  excufus,    « 
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i^  fflen  ifQAQtiffimus  vmtaJM,   ct  ab 
pmni  fi^ubdone  ayerli0imiu^  dolerem  her- 
cul^  fit  asgre  ferrem,  te  urbem  noilnin  tur-> 
Imlentiffimis  hi&  ten>poribus  vexatam  intuerii 
et  illam  Anglorum  undequa£|ue  pereelebratam 
tibertatem  ia  efirapiiam  Ucentiam  (ne  dicam 
immanitatem)   mutatam  videre.      Eft.  faad 
refpublica  noftra  propd  divinitus  ioitio  con- 
^tuta»  ufqu^  ;^deo  yt  nulla  unquam  vel  Gtx^ 
cm  vel  Romanas   civltatb  conftitutio  fuerit 
perfedior}  imo,   l^ec  PUto  ncc  Ariftotel^t 
nee  legumlatoram  ullns,   jndicr^m  <:|vitati^ 
formam  co^tatione  comprehend^re  potuit; 
tarn  fuavi  enin  eoncentu  et  qtsafi  liarmonicft 
tr»  peryulgalse  jretumpuhlip^niia  form^  Iq 
unam  fpeciem  tarn  parantur,  ut  nee  Ariftoxe* 
ni  tibiam,  nee  Hmotbei  fides  mbdulatiores 
fiiifle  putem.     Per  enim  eft  difficile  civitatem 
eonftiCuere,   in  qud  nee  regis  dignitas  opti* 
mat^m  a^ftbcitatej   nee  procerum  poteftate 
populi  libertas,  ncc  populi  libertate  legum  vis 
et  majeftas,  minuetur.     Sic  tamen  In  h^c  in- 
fula  olim  fe  res  habuit ;  et  etiam  nunc  haberet^ 
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fi  n6nn\illi  homines  fraenis  in  plebe  cpiaiii 
calcarlbus  uti  maluiifent.  IdL^oque  mihi  teffi^ 
petare  nequeo,  quin  veh^jnenter>  inatprobem 
ilhim  Wllkenfium  forwm  quklem  et  itigenio- 
fum  virum,  fed  turbuleotvun  civ?m,  €t  fc- 
ditionis  quad  facem  atque  incendium.  Sed 
multo  magis  patricloram  quorundoEQi  iftti> 
gritatem  ac  fidem  require,  qui  ilium  prinao 
fudentabant  ac  tuebaotur,  ddnde  •defeniennit 
turpiter  ac  prodiderunt.  Si  cupis  legum 
noftrarum  et  confuetudintim  plettlorem  ha« 
bere  notitiam/  perlegas  telini  Smitld  libnira 
dc  republici  Anglorum,  ct  Fortefctiei  dia- 
logum  de  laudtbus  legiim  Angliae,  Primuai 
Latine,  *ec  inelegant ir,  fcripllt  Thomas 
Smithus,.  legatus  olim  nofter  in  Gallia  Tub 
regno  EK^wibethse ;  alter,  libellus  eft,  de  qua 
dici.poteft  id  quod  de  fluvio  Teleboa  fcnpfit 
Xenophon,  Ueya$  /AfK  «,  Kax&'  ^€.  Auctor  fiiit 
AnglisB  cancellarius  fub  rege  Henrico  fexto^ 
et  ob  turbulenta  tempora,  cum  alumno  fua 
principe  Edwardo,  in  Galliam  fugit ;  ubi, 
cum  eflet  fummd  feneftute,  aureolum  hunc 
dialogum'  contexuit*     Cert^  leges  noftrae,  ut 
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m  iHo  fifaro  TidelMS,  periapieat^r  fuat  com-^ 

^mtufp  re  not  aiputmrwr, 
€)otOf  If  ^  aytt  fiiatwf 

Et  reliqoa,  qiue  dtat  in  Gorgia  Plato. 

Eqpiidem  dvitatem  noftram  infpicims,  vi- 
dcor  qaodammpdo  ludom  Scacchicum  (quo 
lodo  oterque  noftri  valde  deledamur)  intuerL 
Rj^em  emm  habemus,  cujus  digmtatera 
ftreou^  defendimus;  (ed  cujus  poteftaa  per- 
bf€irem  habet  tcrmtnationem.  Equitcs^  ia« 
gUtarii^  atque  alii^  patriczorum  fpeciem  quan- 
dam  habent,  qm  bella  et  negotia  p^blica  ad« 
miaiftrant ;  fed  praecipua  via  eft  ia  peditibus^ 
feu  populo^  qui  fi  arde  inter  fe  cdisereant, 
prsefto  eft  vidtoria  -,  fi  diftrahantur  et  diilipen- 
tur,  perit  utique  exercitus.  Hsec  autem  cm* 
ma^  ut  in  ludo  Sc^chico,  certis  legibus  diri- 
guntur.  Deaique^  cum  meipfum  coafidero, 
videor  mihi  fimilis  efie  cujufdam»  qui  duobus 
luforibus  adidens,  ludum  ftudioie  contem* 
platur  vifendi  iblum  caufa^  et  delq^lationis. 
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Quod  li  uaquam  mihi  capefTefe  t^mpuUicam 

contingat,    nee  plaufus   mehercule   quxram 

nee  luerum,  fed  eo  tendam,  et  ad  eum  exltum 

properabo»  ut  incolumis  fervctur  pulcherritad 

conftituta  civitas. 

Sed,  nefcio  quomodo,  etfi  brevis  effe  ia- 
stitui,  loquax  fio«     Ad  alia  igitur  decliaaba 

Literas  tuas  proximas  non  fine  timore^  aliquo 

iegi :  Quid  autem  timui  ?  Nempe  tui  ex  h^ 

infuld  diiceflus  nuntiationem.     Cum  autem 

nihil  de  eo  locutus  fis,    et  cum  municipi 

noftri  negotia  ad  exitum  quemdam  perdu- 

cantur;  cum  denique  incertos  elTefciamre^ 

rum  humanarum  eyeotus^  et  nefciam  fi  faaoc 

occalionem   amlfero^    an  te  pollhac  videro, 

flatui  Londinum  venire;  et  fpero  prc^edid 

te,  vcl  Nonis  vel  VIII  Iduum>  me  vifurum. 

Cura  ut  valeas. 

•*» 

'    No.  VIII. 

JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Binas  abs  te  accepi  literas  huma- 

nitatis  et  eruditionis  pleniffimas,  quibus  beme- 

volentiam  in  me  tuam,  et  ingenii  tui  luminal 
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hcUit  pafytxi.      Utnfque  nunc  fimul  re- 
^ndeo. 

Confilitim  meum  de  libro  inlucem  proferen* 
do,  abs  te  probari,  ut  debui,  gaudebam  et  Ixta- 
bar,  (ut  inquit  in  tragoedia  Hedor,)  a  te  laudato  ' 
Tiro  kudaru  ,  Sed  cum  duo  ilia  propd  divini 
poeca;  carmina  legerem,  incredibilem  animo 
tcpi  voluptatem.  Sunt  vald^  bdla,  ct  inter- 
pretatione  tud,  tanquam  luce  ^iqua  illuminari 
videiUur.  Practerea  verfibus  ea  imitatw  t$, 
fani  el^antibus,  quo6  verfus,  fi  cum  opeve 
«ieo  edi  ^  conceda^,  pergratum  feceris  cimk 
snihi,  turn  le<ftoribu8 ;  qui  gaudebunt,  opinor, 
poetam  Perficum  audire  Latine  ioquintem. 
£an,  minus,  in  thefauris  meis  latebunt.  Airr^- 
i/jp^A  tibi  quam  citiilime  reddenda  curabow 
Quod  autem  fcribis,  ^^  Hos  verfus  cum  lis 
legendb  fueris  defeffus,  mihi  reddas  Telim/* 
perind^  ^zcfi  dica$,  "  Nunquam  reddas  ;** 
toeqiie  enim  fieri  pcteft,  ut  iis  legcndis  Aitiari 
ullo  modo  poflim^ 
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No.  IX. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

J)<U.  puti  N&v.  176$^ 
'Tametfi  vcrcor  ne  ante  ex  AngUI 
deceflerls  quam  has  ad  te  literulae  aSerri  pote^ 
rint,  nequeo  tamen  mihi  tempcrare,  quo  mi- 
nus eas  icribamu 

Literas  tuas  pcrhumanas  accepi;  ct  cum 
cas,  turn  venuftum  Hafizi  earmeti  magnil 
cum  delcdatione  perlegi,  ct  quafii  devoravi. 

Sed  quid  opus  eft  verbis  ?  Forfan  haec  quas 
nunc  fcribo,  ad  te  non  pervenient,  Proindc 
ctiam  atque  etiam  te  rogo  atque  obteftor,  ut 
quacunque  in  regione  iter  feceris,  mei  mcmcr 
fis,  et  quam  faepiflime,  quam  primum^  quam 
longlflimas  ad  me  literas  mittas :  et  tibi  per* 
fuade,  nihil  mihi  jucundius  unquam  rel  fuifle^ 
vcl  fojre,  amlcitia  tua.  Vale ! 
Die  tunaej  Oxonii. 

No.  X. 

Ty  nynwrarw  TTAIEAMSI  'lONEIlH  x^P^^*  ^* 

*Oajj  /jtfv  r»  ij  wpt  Tits  olXXs;  ^eyes  eviSiyiHo.  fs  xa;' 
jjpTjro?7f,  BK  r/jjii  itinur  r«7^o  &  oiJa,  in  rays  aig  9y^  r^rt^y 
^ijH,  vt^XKok  aya^a  rr^g  trr^g  ^w^o'ia^  aitihau^'a,,  u  ^s?  rw 
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t^9itov  sTTifLTtskasvo^  oirtus  iJJ^ra  SiA^ca  ura^*  vf/Xv.  Tot  ^i^ 
'icouvra  xau  roiavra.  ri^  wc  av  i^tr^eiy  jSXwrcw,  ytou  eiye  sv 
«UX*'*  '''*  tspouYiLCLroL  eiri,  rig  ax  av  af/^u^ecrSai  crs  ctjxoiCj  ri? 

luXXadij;  ^i>aa^  BXitiSa,  xai  jxaXira  cf^^^  on  sx  oX<ya;fi;o'£i^ 
res'  «|xc<n<  ypcciL\u(vfovm  Ta  Jf  fvSgv  vfo^ta  ypafuf  croi,.  eyvwr^ 
yoLg  ij^ij  tB^f iv  jUri^voL  ^uvat  oino-Se  auSi^  Kccrisvai,  xai  Iva  ftij  fjMTt^Bg 
anecilBivat  rag  Xoysg,  Usrevu)  as  kai  avn^oXw  cocnttg  p^sx^i  raBe 

AQt«oy  rcr  %^ov»  ^fa^vXar7£iy.     Eppouco. 
TijK  /xi^rsfa  xou  a^eX^iji^  o-tf  xceifcfv  xcXfvo;*  xai  6/xoXoya> 


No.  xr. 

JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Nicipie  Liguruniy  4  Cal.  Febr.  Anno  1770. 
Miraberis  forfan^  nee  fane  injuria 
miraberisy  cum  acceperis  a  me  ex  hac  regione 
Eteras ;  non  enim  ifthinc  icribo,  ubi  aut  Ta- 
mefis/aut  Ifis  jielicise  meas  allabuntur,  fed  ubi 
mare  Ligufticum  Alpibus  maritimis  minatun 
In  urbecula  hac  amoeniffima  trimeftris 
prop^  commororj  fieri  igitur  non  potuit,  ut 
in  AngliS  cum  eflem,  literse  tuae  exoptatiflimae 
ad  me  perferrentur,  quarum  unse  pridie  Ca-* 
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lend.  Septembris,  alterae  decimo-nbno  Cal« 
Januarii  datac  funt ;  utraequc  mihi  erant  ju^ 
cundiflSmSB;  quo  longiores,  eo  me  defedabant 
magis.  Libellos  tuos  de  re  militari  kgendo 
devorare,  xncrcdibile  eft  quantum  aveam,  fed 
in  aedibus  Spencerianis,  ut  accept,  Londxni 
fervantun  Unum  exemplar  ad  me  afferet 
prima,  navis  on^raria,  quas  hue  ex  Britanml 
appulerit ;  tria  reliqua  curabo,  ad  tres  amicM 
tuos,  (imo  meos,  fi  t;ui  iint,  licet  a  me  ne 
afpedu  quidem  cognitos)  fideliter  ct  celcritet 
quantum  fieri  poteft,  perferenda.  Opus  iftad 
in  Germania  laudari,  nee  miror  equidem  ct  ^ 
vald^  gaudeo.  Primus  de  eo  mentionem 
mihi  fecit  nobilis  Germanus,  vir  ton^is^  ut 
videtur,  et  amabilis,  quem  Mediolani  quaefto^ 
ris  officio  fungi  puto;  is  poUicitus  eft,  non 
folum  ad  me  opus  tuum  mittere,  fed  etiam 
certiorem  facere,  quo  modo  valeres^  et  qui- 
bus  verbis  ad  te  literas  infcriberem ;  quod  ob 
pron^iiTum  ita  laetabar  ut  niinquam  alias  ve^ 
hementius.  Sufpicabar  enini  (ignofce  injuftac 
fufpicioni)  me  ex  memoria  ttil  prope  effluxl 
ifle,   et  defperabam    a.te  cprftolam'*acctpcre, 
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laterea  perlatae  funt  ad  me  binas  tuas  expec- 
UtiSimx  literal;  quibus  accefleruat  carmina 
quatuordecim,  non  tantum  verelyrica,  fed 
digtia  quas  aareae  lyra:  fucdnantur;  quod 
tero  me  idoneum  putas  qui  de  lis  judicium 
fenim,  tantum  fane  glorior*  quaatum  abeft  ut 
me  tali  honore  digner ;  fed  ut  ut  fe  res  habeat» 
omnk  cum  nocis  meis  qualibufcunque  ad  te 
tunc  remittam  pod  acceptum  ad  hafce  literas 
refponfum:  nolo  enim  tam  belle  exaratas 
chartulas  tabellariis  committere,  quorum  npn«^ 
dum  fit  certa  atque  explora^a  fides. 

Dedmo-quarto  ut  opinor  die,  hasc  acctpies^ 
quibus  amabo  refpondere  ne  cundterisi  ac^ 
tiln  perfuadeas  nihil  mihi  jucundius  fieri  pofle^ 
quam  tuarum  quicquid  lit  literarura.  Per- 
contaberis  forfan  quibus  me  obledayerim 
ftudiis^  poll  tuum  ex  patria  mea  difcelTum. 
Hac  ut  denarrem  paucis,  te  morabor.  Inter 
alias  occupatbnes,  librum  in^upi  de  poeli 
^liatica  pcrpoUvi,  quern  ad  te  mittcre  cum 
ineditarer,  idecque  accuratius  refcribe;'e  coct- 
'  |iirem^^i(9Q9|  majus  qj^oddam  iiitervenit  ile^ 
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gotium.  Rex  Danias,  lauidanda:  indolis  add* 
lefcens,  qui  eo  tempore  in  regii  Ldhdinenft 
haWtabat,  me  (nefcio  qua  fama  fibi  notum) 
acceffiri  jubet:  oftendit  codicem  Perficum, 
fads  amplum,  qui  vitam  ac  res  geilas  celeber- 
rimi  illius  tyranni  Nadirfliah  dicti,  contineret: 
tut  fe  percupere  librum  ilium  gallice,  ad  ver- 
bum  rcdditum  videre ;  alia  addit  comius  quara 
Tcri^s.  Quid  multa?  Opus  fum  arduum  ag- 
greffus,  quod  me  per  majorem  anni  jam  elap- 
fl  partem  occupatum  diftinuit,  hiftoriam  in 
fex  Ubros  divifam  dicendi  genere  Afiatico, 
fide  reddidij  accedunt  notulae  quaedam  ne- 
ceflariae,  et  de  poetis  quos  Afia  tulerat,  brevij^ 
diflertatio,  cui  unum  atxjue  alterum  ]FIafezi 
cawnen  adjeci,  (plenum  fcio  cntoribus,  fed 
iis  quibus  ignofcent  dodi,  et  qui  indo£tos 
latebunt).  Haec  omnia  vix  dum  ad  umbilicum 
perduxeram,  cum  difcipuli  mei  (qui  tui  fem- 
per  memor  eft)  fororula,  morbo  (p0;<r;x(jr  cor- 
repta  repente  fit,  ftatueritque  pater  ejus  cum 
familia  vel  in  Italia  vel  in  Gallia  Tranfalpini 
hyemare.  Coadlus  igitur  fum  hiftoriam  meam 
(quam  in  lucem.  proferri  rex  voluit)  Galli 
ii>-V.II.  A  A 
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cujufdam  fatis  £di  cura^,  committerej  qui  ex- 

euforis  errores  corrigeret     Is  me  nuperrime 

certiorem  fecit,  librum  jam  effe  excufum ;  et 

curabo  eum  ne  ad  regem  quidem  ipfum  citius 

quam   ad   te   mittendum.       Patriam   itaque 

meam  reliqui,  et  poftnimis  longam  Lutetiis 

commorationem,  Lugdunum  verfus  iter  fe- 

cimus,   velociffimo   Rhodani  fluvio  devedi ; 

et  Mafliliam,  Forum  Julii^  atque  Antipoiim 

prsetergreffi,  h^  regione  venimus  j — 

Ver  ubi  purpureuih  gemmis  ridentibus  hortos 
Pingit,  et  a  pratis  exulat  acris  hyems, 

Diutiiis  tamea  hic  quam  vellem,  commo- 
risibimus ;  fed  puto  nos  ad  Calendas  Junias  in 
Angliam  reverfuros.'  Meditor  equidem,  fi 
qua  fefe  obtulerit  occafio,  circiter  Idus  Fc- 
bruarias  Liburnum  navigare,  et  ciim  FIo- 
rentiam  cekbrem  illam  Triumvirorum  co- 
loniam,  et  renafcentium  literarum  cunas, 
turn  rRomairi  laudatarum  artium  omnium 
procreatricem,  et  fortafle  Neapolim  vifere. 
Quidquid  de  ift^  navigatione  ftatuero,  certior 
fies.  Si  roges  quo  modo  me  hlc  obleitem, 
haud  ,multis    refpondeo.      Quidquid  habot 
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muficQrum  ars  tenerum  ac  molle,  quidquid 
matheiis  difficile  ac  reconditum,  quidquid  de«- 
nique  elatum  aut  rentiftum  vel  poefis  vel 
pidiira,  in  eo  omni^  feniu^  meos  et  cogitationes 
defigo.  Nee  rei  militaris  notitiam  negligb, 
qua  vir  Britannus  fine  fummo  opprobrjo  ca* 
rere  neutiquam  poteft.  Multa  patrid  fermone 
fcripfi ;  inter  alia,  libellum  de  reda  juventutis 
inftitutione>  more  Ariftoteleo,  hoc  eft,  avaXur/xaT. 
Prasterea  tragcediam  contexere  inftitui,  quam 
infcripfi  Soliman,  cujus>  ut  fcis,  amabiliffimus 
filius  per  novetcae  infidias  miferrime  truci- 
datus  eft  > — ^pletia  eft  tenerorum  afieduum 
fabula,  et  cothurno  ^fchyleo  elatior,  utpote 
quae  imaginibus  Afiaticis  fit  abundantifiima. 
Mitto  tibi  carmina  duo;  unum  ex  Hafizio 
depromptum  j  alteram  e  poeta  Arabo  peran- 
tiquo  fumptum,— in  hoc  tamen  imagines  ad 
Romanam  confiietudinem  aptavi.  Mitto  in- 
fuper  J  ne  quae  pars  paginse  otietur,  epigramma 
Graecum^  quo  cantiunculam  An^icam  fiim 
imitatus.  Vale;  et  fchedas  tuas  tunc  ex- 
pedacum  te  hasliteras  accepiiTe  certior  factU8 
fuero* 

A  A  2 
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No.  xn. 

JONESIUS  N*  HALHEDO,  S. 
Jucundas  mihi  fucinmt  literUke  tuar^ 
quibus  id  perfpexerim^  quod  maxitbe  vellem, 
nempe  te  haud  ignorare  quanta  fit  me2L  in  te, 
ac  ttti  fimiles^  benevolentia.  Mifi  protinus^ 
ut  prtebaSy  ad  amices  meos  literas,  quibus  eos 
etiam  atque  etiam  fum  hortatus,  uf  caufas 
perinde  faverent  tuac,  ac  fi  eflet  mea.  Quod 
ii  petentibus  nobis  morem  geflerint,  et  mihi 
certd  fecerint  pergratum,  et  fibi  ipfis  non 
inutile,  quippc  mese  erga  illos  voluntati  mag- 
nus  accedet  cumulus.^  Majori  tamen  opinor 
'fru£tu  negotium  tuum  potero  promoverCf 
cum  in  Britanniam-  rediero ;  ac  tibi  veBm  fit 
perfiiafifilmum  nulla  unquam  in  re  ftudium 
meum  atque  amorem  roganti  tibi  aut  deefe 
aut  defore.  Quod  ad  valetudinem  meam 
attinet,  belle  habeo ;  fed  obledUtionibus  cared 
iis,  quarum  defiderium  nequeo  non  mbleftd 
ferre.  Cum  primum  hue  venerim,  vifii  gra- 
tiiSmast  erant  eas  res,  quas  in  patria  noflra. 
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raro,  aut  ne  raro  quidem,  vidcmus ;— oliva^,- 
myrtus,  mala  aurea^  palmasi  vlneta,  aromata^ 
et  in  media  hyeme  florum  fuaviflimorum 
copia.  Sed  amotd  tandem  ek,  quam  novitas 
fecum  afFert,  jucunditate,  faftidium  quoddam 
fubefl:  ac  fatietas.  A  mari  Liguftico  vix  tri« 
ginta  paflus  diftat  diverforioli  mei  feneftra ; 
fed^  ut  pulchrS  Ovidius^ 

Una  est  immensi  c^rula  forma  maris. 
Nihil  itaque  reftat  aliud«  nifi  ut  cum  M. 
TuUio  fludlus  numerem,  vel  cum  Archymede 
atque  Archyta  arenas  metiar.  Credibile  non 
eft,  quantum  me  hujufce  loci  tasdeat^  quan- 
tufllque  Oxonii  cfle  cupiam,  ubi  vel  tecum 
jocari,  vd  cum  Poro  philofophari  poffim. 
Velim,  li  non  moleftum  erit,  ad  me  faepiuj 
fcribas^  nam  et  tu  quid  agas,  et  quid  a  noftri$ 
agatur,  certior  fieri  cupio ;  fed  Latine^  fi  pla- 
cet fcribas^  et  hilare^  amovenda  eft  enim  ea 
qua  angi  videris  triftitia.  Me  ama,  quemad-* 
modum  ego  te:  humanioribus  Uteris  da  ope*, 
ram,  ut  foles ;  mufas  cole ;  philofophiam  ve* 
nerare;  multa  fcribe  die^   multa  nodibus: 
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ita  tameh  ut  valetudinem  tuam  cures  diligenter. 
Vale. 

DatSB  Calendis  Martiis,  Anno  177Q, 
NicaesB  Ligunim. 

:     No.  XIII. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Nicaa  Liguruniy  Data  1  Calend.  April.  Anno  1770. 
Gredibile  non  eft,  quantum  tuo  angar 
filentio,  aut  enim,  quod  fieri  nolim,  literas 
mcas  4  Calend.  Febr.  datas  non  accepifti, 
aut,  quod  erit  injucundius,  tuum  ad  me  re- 
fyonfum,  it  itinera  exci(Jit,  aut  denique,  quod 
fufpicari  nefas  eft,  tua  penitus  effluxi  memoriS. 
Seripfi  ad  te  ex  hac  rcgione  literas,  non  (ut 
de  fuis  ad  Lucceium  ait  Cicero)  valde  bellas, 
fed  eas  tamen,  quas  tibi  fatis  gratas  fore  puta- 
bam,  utpote  quae  et  bene  perlongae  eflent,  et 
muUa  de  meis  rebus  continerent.  Poft  de- 
bitum  temporis  intervallum,  refponfum  tuun^ 
cupidd  expeftabam ;  quotidie  rogitabam,  num 
qusB  a  Vindobona  literae  ?  NuUae :  idem  alia 
die   atque  alio  atque  alio  rogabam :  nuUaSii 
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SoUicitus  effle  coepi,  et  mea  indies  vehemcnttus 
aug^ebatur  expeftatio :  nullae  adhuc  literae ! 
et  duo  prop^  jam  elapfi  futit  menfes,  fed  nihil 
iabs  te  literarum.  Ecquid  adeo  faciam  ?  ecquid 
capiam  confilii?  Chartulas  tuas  (quas  ad  te 
remittendas  volebas)  vereor  incertis  tabellariis 
committere ;  tu  iis  interea  hand  facild  cares  : 
cseterum,  lic^t  eas,  ante  acceptum  a  te  re- 
fponfum,  remittere  nequeam;  notap  tamen 
meas  hlc  fubjicio,  quas,  li  minus  placent,  in 
ignem  conjice ;  funt,  ut  velle  videbaris,  om- 
nino  ariftarchicsB  et  forfan  n^orofse  nimis. 
Libellus  tuus  de  re  militari  Turcarum,  oppido 
me  deleftabat ;  nihil  eo  vel  utilius,  et  ad  tem- 
pera accommodatius,  efle  poteft.  Cum  du- 
bium  fit,  an  ha^c  ad  te  perventura  fit  epiftola, 
breviloquens  efle  cogor,  ne  prorfiis  cum  ven- 
ds colloquar,  et  bonas  horas  inaniter  confii- 
mam.  Huic  urbi  circiter  Idus  Apriles  va- 
ledicam:  iter  Italicum,  quod  meditabar,  in 
aliud  tempus  diftuli.  Vale,  mi  Carole,  et 
raei  memor  fis,  ut  ego  femper  tui**  Cunj  in 
Britanniam  rediero,  longiores  et  Hilariores  a 
jne  literas  frequenter  accipies. 
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No.  XIV. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Tametli  prius  ex  hoc  loco  dece- 
dcrc  ftatui,  quam  abs  te  refponfum  accipere 
potero,  occafionem  ad  te  fcribendi  praetermit- 
tere  nee  volo,  nee  debeo.  Valde  tibi  affentior 
(ut  in  aUis  omnibus)  peregrinandi  dulcedinem 
laudanti :  nihil  unquam  aut  utilius  autumavi, 
aut  jucundius.  Quanto  mihi  gratior  eflet 
peregrinato  mea,  fi  mihi  Vindobonam  vifere 
liceret,  ubi  tecum  coUoqui,  tecum  philofo- 
phari,  tecum  in  loco  defipere,  tecum  poefeos 
reconditas  gemmas  eruere  poflem.  Dum  ea 
felicitate  careo,  jure  quodam  meo  de  caeteris, 
quibus  abundq  voluptatibus,  male  loquor. 
Difplicet  Galloruih  hilaritas  odiofa;  et  ob- 
fcurum  quiddam  habet  coeli  Italici  placida 
fjerenitas;  Adeo  mei  amans  fum  (hoc  eft, 
adeo  fum  amens)  ut  me  benevolentia  tua  dig* 
niorem  efle  putem  quam  antehac.  Nefcis 
quantum  ab  illo  muter  quem  in  Anglia  vi- 
difti.  Fui  ^dolefcens,  fui  imprudentior  j 
nunc  me  totum  humanioribus  Mufis  dcyoveoj 
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et  nihil  vehementer  peto  praeter  Vlrtutcm, 
qua  nihil  divinius ;  Gloriam,  qua  nihil  mor^ 
tali  pretiofius;  ac  tuam  denique  amicidam^ 
qua  nihil  dulcius  effe  poteft.  Ne  literae  meae 
prorfus  illiteratae  lint,  ecce  tibi  epigramma, 
quod  node  qu^dam  ferena  fecerat  amicus 
quidam  mens,  et  quod>  ejus  rogatu,  Grasce 
vertL  Tibi  ut  opinor  placebit,  nam  ad  Mer 
leagri  et  aliorum  in  Anthologia  poetarum 
mentem  videtur  accedere.     Ai^ouLai,  &c. 

No,  XV. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Id.  2uintil.  1770. 
Nse  ego  levis  homo  fum  atque  in- 
certus!    Totam  Europam  trans volo,  nullibi 
diucommoror:  in  Liguria  hyemavij  in  Gal- 
lia, verno  tempore  fruebar;  Germanise  finibus 
aeftatem  ago  j  li  modo  aeftas  vocari  poteft  plu- 
viofa  haecce  et  ingrata  tempeftas.      Pofluni 
certe  ab  hoc  loco  chartulas  tuas,  fine  metu,  ad 
te  remittere,  ac  te  raajorem  in  modnm  hortor, 
ne  cun6leris  eas  in  lucem  proferre.     Dignac 
funt,  et  tuo  judicio,  et  dodorum  omnium  lau- 
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dibu^.  Hoc  dico  Une  blanditils,  quas  a  me 
prooil  habeo*  Notse  mea?,quas  acccpifti,errori- 
bus  plenae  funt,  quos  velim  excufas.  Nam  cum 
cflem  NicasB,  turn  vcterum  libris,  turn  csetcris 
(quibus  uti  foleo)  adminiculis,  plane  carui,  et 
eciam  nunc  careo.  Accqpi  abs  te  Kterulas 
Gallice  fcriptas,  cum  oda  in  primis  laudanda. 
In  ea  mihi  perplacuit  facilis  ilia  tranfitio : 

Sed  dandse  amori  sunt  lachrymae  breves^ 
Quas  sanguinis  vis^  quas  pietas  cujut* 
Moi>  nube  abacta,  Sol  tenebras 
Discutiens,  melius  nitcbit. 

Crede  mihi,  a  fletu,  cum  base  legercm,  vix 
temperare  potui.  Ita  enim  a  natura  afficior, 
ut  magis  pulchra  ac  tenera  fimplicitate  movear, 
quam  elatiffimis  poefeos  figuris ;  inde  fit,  ut 
plus  me  deledent  divini  ilia  Pindari,  'QaciU 
fLj^mepXTixsZsvs,  ct  quas  fequuntur,  quam  ela-- 
borata  Aquilae  et  iEtnae  mentis  defcriptio. 
Ecquid  adeb  ad  te  mittam,  ne  prorfus  immunis, 
tuo  fruar  munere?  Ecce  tibi  carmen,  quod 
(fi  nihil  aliud)  commendat  certe  vetuftas. 
Ridebis:  nan  eft  illud  quidem,  in  Antoniae 
Pelphinae  nuptias,;  impio  laudes  continet 
prtncipis  antiquiffimi  Sinenfis*  cujus  nomea 
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e  memorid  excidit ;  fcio  jxovocruxxafov  elTe.  Cum 
opera  Confucir  a  Coupletio  aliifque  reddita  per- 
legerim,  non  potui  non  demirari  cum  vcnera- 
bilem  fententiarum  dignitatem,  turn  etiam  v^» 
lias  carminum  relliqulas,  quibus  oraanturphi- 
lofophi  illius  coUoquia.  Caxmina  ca  ex  v€- 
tuftiffimis  poefeos  Sinicae  monumentis  ex- 
cerpta  funt,  ac  praecipue  a  libro  Xikim  diSo^ 
cujus  in  regis  Gallisc  "bibliotheca  nitidum  ^xtat 
exemplar.  Statim  mihi  in  ammo  erat,  verba 
Sinica  infpicere;  codicem  manu  fumpfi3^d: 
poft  longum  ftudium,  odam  unam  cum  ver- 
iione  Goupletii  comparare  potui,  atque  adeo 
iingulas  voces,  feu  potius  figuras,  ad  dvaxvtnv 
quandam  reducere.  Hanc  igitur  odam  ad  tc 
mitto,  ad  verbum  redditam.  Mirifica  eft  in 
e^  cum  majeftate  conjunfta  brevitas  :  fingnli 
verficuli  quatuor  tantum  conftant  vocibiis* 
Unde  fit,  ut  ixxet^sts  in  iis  funt  freqaentiffimae, 
qua3  carmen  eo  fublimius  reddtmt,  quo  ob- 
fcurius,  Addidi  verfioncm  poeticam,  qua 
unumquemque  verfum  ad  Corifucii  mentem 
£xpofui ;  lucuJente  necne,  minus  laboro  j  tu 
modo  judica :    fatis  habeo   fi   tiBi   arrideat* 
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l^iaime  te  latet,  philofophum  iflum,  quaxt 
PUtoaem  Sinicum  appellare  audeo^  ciiicker 
fexcenteops  ante  Chriilum  anoos  JSoruiiSe }  i» 
auteiB  hand  odam  citato  tanqaam  fuis  ten^po^ 
nbm  pcrantiquam ;  eft  igitur  prctiofe  vetuftatisr 
quail  genama^  quae  pftendit,  in  omni  tempore 
apiid  omnes  populos^  eandem  efife  poefe6s  yim^ 
eafdem  imagines*  Reftat  aliud  opus,  de  quo 
loquar  necefle  eft  j  ne  fort^  literae  mese  per-^ 
longee  4  Calend.  Febr.  datse  exciderint,  in. 
quibus  totam  rem  ab  initio  denarravL  Vitam 
dice  tyranni  Pcrfici  Nadir  Shah,  quam  e  cor 
dice  AfiaticD  Gallice  verlam  edidi  j  opus  in- 
gratum  perfeci  rogatu  regis  Daniae,  Angufti 
xneiy  quern  magnam  Europas  fpem  baud  du*^ 
bito  afErmare.  Is  mihi  in  primis  juftit^  ut 
opus  fide.et  pene  religlofe  redderem  ;  ut  notas 
adjiccrem  rieceffarias;  ut  deniqiie  brevem  de 
poefi  Perfarum  diflertationem  open  fubjun- 
gerAn.  Penfum  meum  ut  potui,  ncc  fine 
faftidio,  perfolvi ;  fed  ita  feftinanter  ae  pro- 
pare,  (rex  enim  me  identidem  ut  feftinarem 
urgebatj)  ut  liber  fit  erroribus  pjeniflimus,  et 
prasfertim  diflfertatio  de  poefi,  in  qua  decern 
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Hafizi  Odas  vertere  aufbs  fum,  nee  exemfilad 
corre3o  (licet  fpleadidiflimo)^  nee  uHo  <»&* 
iniio  ufus  commentarlo*  Scfipii  ad  RiTdHusA 
Anglise  vicarium,  eumque  rogavi  ut  ad  te  li^ 
brum  celeriter  mittexit ;  quod  fpero  fa^bunam. 
Ignofce,  atnabo  te,  erroribus-quos  vitawe  Iwv 
faa  in  fummd  otii  cbpi^  ncn  poffem,  ticduni 
in  iis  temporis  angoftiis.  Ignofce,  ii  du«l 
Odas  quas  ad  mc  mififti  ^^^^  ^^  r  J^  i% 
€t  y  1 -Ni.^^  1^*5^  caeteris  adjeccrim,  cum  GA^ 
lica  folummodb  vcrfione.  Ignofce,  fi  de  aim- 
CO  meo,  amica>  ut  par  dk,  incident  mentio  ; 
regem  enim  meum  fcire  volid  quand  te  &- 
clam.  Ad  cetera  benevolentlac  tua;  indldbw 
baud  parum  accedet  ponderis^  fi  errores  meos 
in  hoc  libro  notare  velis,  prsecipue  in  dif- 
fertatione,  quam  feparato  voluminc  edere 
ftatui.  Rex  Daniae,  ut  accepi,  qpus  meum 
vehementer  probat,  et  mihi  hcTnores  nelclo 
quos  meditatur ;  cogltanti  enim  illi,  quonam 
me  compenfaret  munere,  dixit  amicus  quidam 
meus,  vir  nobiliffimus,  me  pecuniam  nee 
defiderare,  nee  magni  facere,  fed  honoris,  ut 
rebatur,  effe  appetentem. 
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Libellum  tuiHb  de  Turcanim  re  militari  ad 
regem  mittendom  curavi ;  turn  quia  eo  lec« 
tore  dignus  e&,  turn  quia  te  habet  audlorem. 
Cave  credaSy  me  Uteris  hifce  finem  dediffe^ 
quia  nihil  aliud  habeo  quod  dicam;  affluit 
cnim  animua  raeus  rerum  copia^  et  mihi 
longe  difficilius  eft,  ftyli  impetum  temperare, 
quam  fcribendi  materiem  invenire.  Sed  nolo 
patientia  tua  ufque  adeo  abuti,  ut  aures  tuas 
nimia  Ipquacitate  defatigem.  Valetudinenx 
tuam,  fi  me  amas,  cura* 

No.  xvr. 

REVICZKI  a  Mons.  JONES. 

Viennej  ce  9  AoiU^  1770. 
En  verite,  Monlicur,  vous  n'etes  pas 
fort  a  plaindre  de  ce  changement  continuel 
dc  climats  ct  de  lieux  ou  vous  dites  etre  en- 
gag6  depuis  un  an  entier.  C'eft  le  plus  grand 
bien  a  mon  avis,  qui  puifle  arriver  a  un  homme 
qui  d'ailleurs  a  toutes  les  difpofitions  pour 
voyager;  vous  avez  pafle  les  rigueurs  de 
ITiyver,  fous  tin  ciel  doux  et  tempere  en 
Italie,  le  printcms  en  France  et  en  Angleterre  j 
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il  vous  refte  a  pafler  V^t6  aux  confin»  )de  VAX* 
kmagae,  dans  un  endroit  qui  eft  le  rendez- 
vous  general  de  toute  TEurope,  et  on  Ton 
¥oit  d'un  coup  d'oeil,  tant  de  difierentes  na- 
tions aflemU^es ;  cela  n'efl*il  pas  charmant  i 
ou  n'efl-ce  pas  la  la  partie  eilentielle  des  voj- 

Je  fens  pourtant  combien  un  homme  de 
kttres  peut  s'y  trouver  manquer  de  fecours^ 
et  de  commodites  pour  poulTer  fes  etudes,  et 
cela  feul  peut  diminuer  en  partie  le  plaiiir 
qu*on  a  de  voyager.  Je  vous  fuis  tres  oblige 
de  la  bonte  que  vous  avez  eu  de  m'envoycr 
cette  piece  de  votre  fa9on,  qui  me  paroit  tres 
rare  dans  fon  genre ;  mais,  de  grace,  depuis 
quand  avez-vous  fait lacquifition  de  la  langue 
Chinoife  ?  c'eft  un  talent  que  je  ne  vous  con- 
noiflbis  pas  encore ;  mais  vous  ne  mettez  point 
de  bornes  a  votre  polyglottie,  J'^n  fuis 
d'autant  plus  charm^  que  je  pourrois  an  moins 
compter  fur  la  fiddite  d'une  feule  tradudion 
de  cette  langufc.  It  peu  que  nous  en  avons 
me  paroiflant  fort  fufped: ;  votre  piece  a  outre 
le  merite  de  Tantiquite,  celui  de  1  elegance  de 
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la  verfion.  J^attends  avec  Impatience  la  vie 
ae  Chah  Nadir,  etje  vous  fais  riies  remefcimens 
pour  rattention  que  vous  avez  en  pour  moi 
fen  chargeant  le  fous-fecretaire  d'etat  de  me 
iaire  tenir  un  exemplaire,  je  ne  fuis  pas  moins 
curieux  de  lire  ce  que  vous  y  avez  ajoute  fui* 
la  poefie  des  Orienteaux* 

Vous  Stes  bien  bon,  Monfieur,  de  fbu- 
mettre  votfe  ouvrage  a  mon  jugement ;  vous 
iavez  combien  peu  vous  riiquez,  et  vous  etcs 
bien  fur  d*entrainer  mon  foible. fuf&age»  J'y 
trouverai  pourtant  une  faute  que  n'eft  pas 
meme  legere  j  a  favoir,  la  mention  honorable 
que  vous  y  avez  fait  de  moi,  qui  Tai  merite 
fi  peu,  et  qui  Taurois  du  moins  tache  de 
meriter,  fi  j'avois  pu  m'y  attendre.  II  y  a 
cettefois-ci  quelques  dames  et  cavaliers  d'ici  a 
Spa,  qui  tons  enfemble  valent  bien  la  peine 
d'etre  connus.  On  me  dit  que  milady  Spen- 
cer eft  Tamie  intime  de  la  Princeffe  Efierhazy, 
vous  connoitrez  par  fon  moyen  un  amiable 
et  refpedable  Dame,  et  qui  fait  grand  cas  des 
gens  de  merite. 

Je  n'ai  rien  a  vous  envoy er  prefentiment 
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qui  vaille  la  peine  j  je  me  referve  ce  jplaUir 
pour  une  autre  occafion,  et  fuis  en  attendant 
avec  tout  le  refpeft  et  veneration, 

Votre  tr^s  humble  ferviteur, 

REVICZKi. 

No.XVIL 
REVICZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Vienruej  W  Octobris^  1770. 
Etli  nihil  certi  conftare  poiEt  ex  ho- 
viilimis  tuis  Uteris,  quo  terrahim  concefferis 
ex  Thermis  Spadanis,  tamen  ex  hoc  ipfo  H- 
lentio  arguo  te  inpr^fentiarum  Londini  c6m« 
morari.  Opinionem  meam  corroborat  tarda 
literanlm  tuarum  perceptio ;  nam  toto  illo 
tempore  quo  in  Hungariam  divertens,  hiiic 
aberam,  epiiloli  tam  exoptata  fruftratus  fui^ 
nee  nifi  in  reditu  diu  jam  haerentem  ac  penS 
dbfoletam  deprendi.  Utinam  eveniat,  quod 
tantopere  concupifcere  videris,  quodve  mihi 
fummo  gaudio  foret;  ut,  nempd,  poft  tot 
exantlata  itinera,  Vindobonam  tibi  vifere  U- 
tieat.  Leves  et  frivoli  Galli ;  moUes  et  ener- 
vati  Itali ;  toipidi  fortaffe  &  ihorbfi  Germa- 
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ni,  f^i  Q.?c.fic  afpQnian4u.  ^tpotequl  pro  ^^^ 
gaatioribu^  natura^  4ptibus,  folidi0i:e^  ^^^^t 
candore  et  ianata  qu^^ai^a  hone^s^te  advenfL^ 
mm  animos  devinciuo;,  Me|4  c]^uidem  nihil 
interefl,  hoc  de  Gerznanis  teflimonium  ad^ 
hibere ;  namque  in  Germanid  non  fecus  ac 
nuper  la  Anglic  peregrinu&  verfor ;  et  nemOs 
nil!  rerum  ac  locorux©  i^narus^  Hungaros 
Germanis  adnumeraverit,  ade6  genio,  lingu^, 
moribus,  ac  natura  ipf^  int^r  fc  difljidentes; 
fed  fatenda  eft  ingenue  Veritas,  peque  diiHteor 
me  Wc  locQrum  fatis  ad  nutuni  vUam  »gpre, 
Tu,  qui  aequus  rerum  eftimator  es,  facil^,  ut 
ppinor,  in  eandem  fententiam  abibi^,  idemque 
de  hoc  populo  judicium  tuleris,  Oppido  tfi 
immutatum  dicisj  ideoque  tc  wbi  magis 
placiturunj  fperas,  quod,  fep,o(iti$  juvenilis 
cetatis  oble<ftamentis,  totum  te  Uteris  Qt  yirtutis 
i^udio  addixeris ;  at  ego  te  talem  reyidere  malo, 
qualem  in  Anglia  cognitum  jidmiratus  fUnji 
ncc  vidi  quidquam  quod  reprehendere  pofTem^ 
In  eo  autem  vel  maximd  te  fufpeici,  quod 
feveriffimas  difciplinas  et  fummum  in  litefi^s 
afdoremi  tam  fcite  lufibus  et  voluptatib«$ 
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ti^mperare  noverls.     Cave  ne  ita  te  ftudils  im-e 

jnergas,  ne  vitae  gaiidia,  parum  per  fe  dura^r 

tura,  prdetermittasy  quibus  tanta  cum  Uteris 

eft  afiinitas,  ut  lis  nemo,  niH  fapiens  et  eru« 

ditus,  refle  frui  cenfendus  fit.-    Cave  etiam^ 

ne  idem  tibi  eveniat  \n  provefitiori  aetate  con* 

querltjubd  ado^efcenti  illi  HoratianO|^  dicenti^ 

Qua  mem  est  hodie,  *cur  eadem  non  puero  fuit  ? 
Aut  cur  his  animis  incolumes  nqn  redeunt  genae  ? 

Quod'  autem  Mufas  pudicas  et  dva/p^ihra^  efle 
aiuij^  id  fabulofum-  plane  et  foli  fiftion;  con- 
veniens eft  J  nam  et  ipfse  carmtna  jacere  inter 
molles  pulvillos  amanf. — Jam  ad  alia  digrediort 
— Verfionem  tu^m  libri  Perfici;,  quam  jam 
jdias  pollicitus  eras,  immo  etiam  mifjfle  figr 
nificaveras,  hucufque  non  vidi,  neque  cur 
liondum  appulerit^  inteljigo ;  ac  proinde  pb-p 
fecro,  nt  ubi  deliteat  inveftiges.  Carmen 
Anglicum  venuftiflimi;m  ejufque  duplicera 
ac  elegantiffiman^  met^phrafin  magna  cum 
deledationc  legi  atque  etiam  relegi ;  mirpr 
autem  quod  tam  parum  contentus  efle  videaris 
Lajina^  quae  mihi  mire  placet. 
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No.  XVIII. 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Londmi^  11  Non.  Mart.  Anno  1771^ 
Dii  Deaeque  perdant  tis  ix,  rwv  difc^pT^rtvn 
noftros,  qui  mihi  per  hoa  fex  menfes  polticiti 
finty  fe  complures  meos  libellos  ac  lit^ras  ad 
te  mifluros ;  quod  eos  necdum  fecifle  video, 
nee  ftatim  fadturos  arbitror :  aiunt  fe  pccafio- 
nem  nondum  habuifle,  et  propter  belli  Hif^ 
panici  fufpicionem  (quse  jam  nulla  eft)  diuti- 
nis  impediri  negotiis.  Nequeo  tamen  a  me  im* 
petrare  quin  ad  te  fcribam  j  multa  enim  di-* 
cenda  habeo  j  quam  vellem  coraiji  I  Jam  indd 
a  reditu  meo  in  Britanniam  permagna  cura- 
rum  varietate  fum  quafi  irretitus :  circumftant 
amici,  fodales  propinqui ;  hortantur  ut  poefia 
ct  literas  Aiiaticas  aliquantifper  in  exilium  ir© 
jubeam,  ut  eloquently  et  juris  ftudio  naveiA 
operam,  ut  in  fori  cancellis  fpatiar,  ut,  una 
verbo,  aftor  caufarum,  el  ambitionis  cultor 
fiam.  Equidem  iis  hand  segre  morem  gefli, 
etenim  folus  per  forenfes  occufjationes  a^ 
primos  patrise  meae  honores  aperrtur  aditua* 
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Mimm  eft  quam  fim  t^ixo^o^o^  xai  ^^oVovb;.     Ettt 
me  adeo  oratorem.  -  Erunt  pofthac  literae  mese 
fsroxmxwT'gf ai :  et,   fi  velit  fortuna  ut  ad  capeC- 
fendam  rempublicam  aliquando  aggrcdidr,  tu 
mihi  eris  alter  Atticus,  tu  mihi  confiliorum 
omnium,  tu  mihi  arcanorum  particeps.     Noli 
tamen  putare  me  omnin6  manfuetiores  literas 
negligere :  poemata  qusedam  patrio  fermone 
fcripta  in  lucem  propediem  edere  ftatui  j  tra- 
goediam   Soliman   di<ftam   in  theatrum  tunc 
adducam,    cum  hiftriones  invenero  dijgnos, 
qui  earn  agant:  prasterek  poema  epicum  in- 
gentis  argumenti  (cui  BritanneKs  nomen)  coh^ 
texere  inilitui ;  fed  illudfane  eoufque  diffi^ram, 
donee  mihi  otii  quiddam,  cum  aliqud.  dignitate 
jun£tum,  concedatur.    Interea  belliflimos  lego 
poct^s  Perficos;    habco  codicum  manufcrip- 
torum  lautam  copiam,  partim  a  me  coemptam» 
partim  mihi  commodatam;  inter  eos,  com- 
plures  funt  hiftorici,  philofophi,ct  poetae  mag- 
ni  apud  Perfes  nominis*     Poema  Jamii  quod 
Yufuf  Zuleikha  vocatur,  mihi  in  primis  piacet; 
iingula  diflicha  (quorum  inftar  quatuor  miUe 
<t  feptuaginta  continet)  :(unt  veras  ftellulae^ 
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faiera  luminaj  fex  hujus  libelfi  pUlchiitfimi 
exemplaria  Oxonii  liabemus^  quoftiin  ununi 
kccuratc  fcribitur,  vocalibus  infignitur,  et  faoji* 
Golii  illuftratur ;  aliud  fexemplar  ipfe  poffidcO^ 
ijuod,  fi  tempus  fuppetat,  excudi  curabo.  Tu 
interea  ecquid  agis  ?  Pcrgifne  HafiEum  tuuiti 
ornarci  illuminare  ?  Equidcm  petiibent^ 
opcm  meam  (qusintula  fit  cunque)  cditioni 
ininiilrabd,  fi  veils  Londini  libruni  tdunpt  ex« 
cudi ;  fed  vix  jputo  queiiquam  ivitr/pi(puiv  fijis 
ilium  fumptibiis  excufurum,  nifi  fint  Hafizi 
caririina  vjpl  Anjglice  vel  G&llice  verlk  j  nam 
credibile  vix  ef^  quam  paiici  lint  in  Anglia  viri 
nobiles  qiii  Latiae  fciant.  Suadeo  itaqiie,  ut 
hotas  et  verfmnem  fidani  GalUco  fermoiie  fcri- 
basj  potens  tameh  Qdas  abs  te  Latinis  verfibus 
ireddita^  opieri  fubjungere:  puto  etiaiii  linguam 
Gallicam  veftratibus  gratiorem  fore  quanl 
Latinam.  Satii^  l>ea^  fe  habet  nova  Menin- 
ikii  editio ;  ndyorum  charafterum  Arabicorundi 
fpeeimen  ad  te  mitto,  in  qiiibus  fi  quid  minus 
de|^ns  videas,  amabo  t€|  quam  ^rimdm  edi* 
tis^  \xi  citiflimi  corrigatur;,  Unum  HafizS 
tarmeii  tabuld  danea  incldi  ctiraVi  $  ^t  htkti 
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{Ci  attfum  abuttdtet)  totum  Jalnii  poemi  6odem 
inodo  incidi  fktlam  j  quodv  opus  Chartis  fericis 
tmpreflum,  ct  ornamcntis  illuftratum,  arbitror 
Bengals  prsefe^o  et  cseteiis  Indias  principibaft 
gtatum  fore.     Liber  meus  ad  tc  miflus,  ubl 
lateat  nefcioj  fed  aliud  exemplar,  idque  ni- 
tidius   et   correditks,  ad  te  prima  occafione 
taittam,   uni  cum  llbeffb  di  Uteris  Afiaticis^ 
nuper  edito,  et  Grammatici  meA  linguae  Per- 
Ikae,  fatis  bell^  excufd;  in  qud  fi  quid  re- 
perias  minus  accuratum*   fi  quid  omitti  vi- 
deatur,  oro  mihi  dicas,  ut  in  altera  editione 
illud  mutetur,  hoc  addatut,     Librum  de  poefi 
Aiiatica  tune  in  lucem  proferam,  cum  mihi 
aliquantulum  detur  otii.     Ne  tamen  putes  me 
lea  obledlamenta,  quae  fecum  afFcrt  adolefcen- 
tia,  fpernere  j  im6  me,  ut  neminem,  deledlat 
cantus  et  faltatio,  et  modicus  vinl  cyathus,  et 
puellarum  (qiiarum  eft  Londini  feftiva  qopia) 
divina  pulchritudo  :  fed  omnibus  vitae  gaudiis 
facile  antefero  illam,  illam  quam  perdite  amo, 
gloriam ;  illam  per  aquas,   illam  per  igncs, 
illam  diebus,  illam  no6^ibus  perfequar.     O 
mi  Carole^  (liceat  enim  te^  miilis  formulisi 
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Veteri  fimplicitate  alloqui,)  quanta  mihi  ftfe 
^tperit  fylva !  Si  vite  fpatium  duplicetur,  vix 
,  ihihi  fatisfadat,  ad  ea  que  in  animo  habeo 
tarn  public^  qu^  privatlm  redte  perficienda. 
Vales! 

No.  XIX. 
JON£SIUS,  D*  B.  S. 

Londini,  6  Kal.  JpriU  l77l» 
Liber  ifte  Pcrficus,  qucm  poflides, 
gcmmA  quivis  eft  pretiofior.  Ejufdem  pof- 
fidet  exemplar  tuo  fimillimum  vir  undcqua- 
que  dodtiflSmus  Meninfkius,  quem  fup  more, 
hoc  eft,  inelegantir  ac  pariim  Latind  ita  dc- 
fcribit^f^m   ^^/^  ^^  mtechzenulefrar.     Ga- 

^^  zophylacium  arcanorum  aut  myfterlorum, 
^'  liber  pretiofiflimus,  quippe  elegantiffimo  in 
"  Pcrfia  ftylo  et  chfiradtere  fcriptus,  infignibus 
*-*  imaginibuSi  diftindus,  ct  vix  inyeniendus : 
*  fitque  in  eodem  codice  libri  prset^rea  quin- 
^'  que  alii  continentur,  ^^  ^  ^^  cbufru 
^^  ve^Jbirin^  ct  ^^y^  ^  .XJ  Leili  wu  meg^^ 
w  nm  blftori«  fidl«  amatoriae  j  trcs  vero  re* 
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""  -*L*  ^j^^  ajbref  narrCei  IJkender^  et  J^ 
«'  jL5)  Tkbdl  nameh:  codex  eft  pretip  20^  . 
**  aureorum  aeftimatus.'*  Hinc  de  yero  libri 
tuipretiojudicarepotes.  Equidem  alia  quss* 
dam  ftibjungam,  et,  ut  poeta,  baud  verebOf 
affirmare  fex  belliiTima  in  hoc  libro  poemat^^ 
magis  ol)  poefeos  pulchritudinem,  quam  pb 
fcripturas  elegantiam,  et  imaginum  nitidps 
colores,  cfle  pretiofa.  Auftor  fuit  percelgir 
bratus  ille  Nezami,  cui  agnomen  Kenjuvij 
qui  fub  finemjTaeculi  dupdecimi,  regi  Thogrul 
Ben  Erflan,  illuftri  bellatori  et  literarum  fau-i- 
^  tori,  deliciis  erat.  Liber  quinquc  compledtijtuf 
poemata,  quorum  ultimum  in  partes  diyidituf 
duas :  primum,  quod  arcanorum  thefaurui 
vpcatur,  multos  continet  fabellas  et  multa 
coUoquia  de  hominum  officiis  ac  rebus  hu« 
manis;  in  illo  faepe  inducitur  rex  Perlarum 
celeberrimus  Nufhirvan,  qui  fub  finem  jfe* 
puli  fexti  contra  Juftinum  primum,  et  Juf:? 
tinianum  feliciter  bellavit :  illo  regnante,  natu§ 
^ft  Arabum  legiflator  Mohammedes,  qui  illoin 
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t^  jufHtiam,  in  Akoraho  collaudat;  itluni 
poetx  Perfici  Sadi,  Hafez,  Jami,  aliique  per* 
l^etuo  Iaudant>  et  unus  ex  lis  belle  ait : 

•*  Nomen  Nulhirvin  fortunatum  6b  juftitiant 
**  vivit,  licet  multum  elapfum  fit  tempori?^ 
•^  per  quod  Nufliirvan  ipfe  non  amplliis  ma*- 
**  neti*^     Secundum   poetoa  juVenis  amabU 
liffimi  M'eg'nuh,  feu  amentis,  itia  ob  amorehi 
Infanum  didtij  et  Leilse  pulchertimse  {iuell» 
vitas  continet^     Tertium  amores  compleftituf 
regis  Khofrois  e  Saflaniorum  familia  vicefimi*- 
tertii  Nufliirvani  nepotis,  et  formofiflimae  vir*^ 
ginis  Shirinse  feu  Dulcis.     Qiiartum  feptem 
figures  nomihajtur,'  et  regis  Beharam^  queiil 
GrsEci  inepte,  ut  folent,  Varanarti  appellant^ 
hiftoriam  narrat ;  pfaecipu^  vero  feptem  illiu^ 
palatia  defcribit,  quorum  unumquodque  dU 
yerfum   a  caeteris  colorem  habuiffc  dicitur. 
Quintum  Alexandri  vitam,  ac  res  geftas  de- 
fiarraf ;  veram  ehiitivero  fcifendum  eft,  Afia-»* 
licos  omnes  regem  Macedonum  a  perantiquo 
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itege  Seibahder  ^i&d  nm  diftbgueri^^  fed  icttif^ 
borum  fada  ridicule  coinmifccre.  Hstc  babeti 
ig[uae  de  libro  tuo  dicam^  Don  conjiedura  fr€tuft| 
fed  certe  fcieias  me  vera  dicere.  L»tor  ad* 
toodiim  icollegimn  S**  Johanniii  Cantabrigienfi* 
hunc  thefaurUro,  te  dbiiintc,  pofleflurum :  at 
fpfero  in  Acadcmia  veftra  aliquos  futuros>  qxii 
poetas  venuftiffimi  Nezami  elegantiaii  poterint 
anlmo  compreheadere*  Si  quis  pleniorcni,. 
poStae  hujufce  notitiam  habere  velit,  cohfulat 
0poftet  iibrum  jucundum,  cui  nomen  vst^e 
poetarum  Pefjicorumj  au<aatc  Deuletihah  Sa^* 
biarcandio,  ciijus  vidi  Lut^etiis  pulcherrimuot 
txemplar. — ^Vale! 

isio.  XX. 

llEVIGZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Vienva;  die  10^  Octohris,  1711, 
Jam  propc  annus  eft  elapfus,  a  qud 
bccafibnem  praeftolorj  qud  Ubellum,  te  pro-* 
bante,  in  lucem  emiflum,  ad  te  mitterem,  quia 
ullain  hadtenus  potuerim  adipifci;  nunc  de^ 
toum  opportund  evenit  difceflus  in  Angliam 
Viri  amiciffimi,  r»  gV*  tZv  dK^j^pr^rwv  Britanniae  le- 
jgationisj  qui  mihi  ofBcium  fuum  fpontd  ob- 
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ttttit,  «t  0{>U4  ho6  meum,  aut,  fi  piavis^  iuuni^ 
id  te  dcfcrri  curare  eft  humaniflime  pollx 
'  citus.  Eadem  fidelia  cupcrem  etiam  gratura 
Aniiiluito,  pro  tranfmiffo  iiiihi  munere,  contef- 
tAiij^fed  grates  perfolvere  dignas  non  opis  eft 
ftOfti* ;  fdi  cHt  tua  dicere  faHa.  Oppido 
mlfatliS  fum  ftudium  et  dodlrinam  ac  vel 
inaximS  diiigentiam  in  triplici  opere  quo  mihi 
gfatilicatus  es,  fed  erubui  laudibus  quas  mihi 
fatemperant^r  prodigia.  Multura  fang  tibi 
iiteras  et  literati  omnes  debere  fatebuntur,  fi 
eandem  deinceps,  quam  ccepifti,  orientalibus 
Uteris  operam  navaveris.  Scire  percuperem 
quo^honore  remuneratus  fit  virtutem  et  la- 
borem  tuum  Rex  Danias,  aut,  illo  audore. 
Rex  Angliag,  ut  tibi  et  bonis  omnibus,  qui  te 
flgque  ac  ego  diligunt,  gratari  poflim,  utque 
flobile  tuum  ingenium  condigne  praemiatum 
ise tari  valeam  .—Vale ! 

No.  XXL 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Oxonih  vii  Id.  DecembrtSy  Anno  1771* 

.Abs  te  per  hos  m^nfes  (imo  potius 

ft&nos)  tredecim^  ne  literulae  quidem !  Binas 
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cquidcm  ad  te  literas   mifcram,  Unas  Non* 
Mart.  Latine  fcriptas  et  ben6  longas,  alteram 
Gallicd  exaratas  currentiy  quod  aiunt,  Jtylo. 
In  iis  quid  cgerim,  quid  agere  meditarer,  in 
quo  vitse  curfu  eflem,  ad  quas  dignitates  z£^ 
piraret  ambitio  mea,  feci  te  diligentiffimd  cer* 
tiorem.     Libroe   mees   quatuor,   ut  opinor, 
accepifti,  quos   D.  Whitchurch,  legato  An- 
glico  ^  »x  t^y  *Vfwy,  fecum,  meo  rogatu,  Vindobo^ 
nam  tulit.     Ilium,  adolefcentem  bon«  indolis, 
et  literarum  peramantem,  dignum  efle  fcito 
quern  utam  £imiliariteF.      ^occe  literarum 
ad  te  afferet  D,  Drummondt  homo  literatusi^ 
quern  medicas  artis  ftudium,  quod  in  hdc  in- 
fuld  non  te  latet  efle  perhonorificum,  ifthic 
proficifci  incitavit,  fecundiim  Homericum  il- 

|Ud>  ^hutpqi  dy^p  vroXXwv  dvla^ios  dWwv. 

Eos  velim  ita  tractes,  ut  fciant  meam  com^ 
mendationem  apud  te  plurimum  valere.  Ac- 
cipies  eodem  tempore  oratiunculam  quandam 
meam  ,in  pulchellum,nefcio  quem^terrse  filium 
qui  AcademisB  noftrae  coiiviciari  aufus  eftj 
non  iropunCj  ut  videbis,  fi  quid  apud  iftiufmodi 
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Tappam  ac  nebulonem  valeat  tnucro  ora^ 
donis  mcx.  Conturhavi^  urait  Cic^ero  de  fuis 
Commentariisy  GaUicam  nationem.  Quid  agit 
Hafez^  deliQoI^  {loftrs?  Nunqu^mne  car^ 
mina  Ilia  ruaviffima,  te  interprete,  prbdibunt 
!a  lucem?  Placetne  tlbi  verfio  mea  Anglica^ 
carminis  Iftiijs  %gher  an  Turkif  Noftratibut 
certS*  quidenx  non  difplicetr  Vellein  pluret^ 
alias  Anglice  vertere,  fed  otium  noa  fuppetit, 
NrauTOtn  adhuc  iaveni,  qui  libellum  tuqiii 
de  re  militari  reddere  digne  poi&t^  Vi^dt?^ 
£uio  tua  omnibijs  et  dodta  et  elegans  vidrtur  | 
f^d  opus  (quod  tute  ais  iu  prooemiQ)  titulo 
OsulAl  hikm  Ji  nezdmi'  lumem  aiunt  non  re- 
^ondere.  Ejufdem  libri  xBfwr6rtm>v  Turcicd^ 
fpriptum(eum  castejis  Conftantinopoli  excufisi 
et  belllflimo  carminum  Mefihii  exemplari)  ia 
bibliotheca  Regiae  noftrae  Societatk  vidi. 
Cupio  fcire,  nura  facile  fit  omnes  eos  libros 
quos  laudas,  ab  Ibrahimo  cditos,  vel  in  Ger-* 
mania,  vel  in  Thraciay  aut  Hungarii  emere? 
quod  fi  fieri  poflet,  illorum  compoa  efle  pfer- 
?ellpm.      Ecquidnam   de  Tufcis  noti?    «r 
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$ifiKvyi$  oyfciV  ^oy(^ ;  Equidcm,  fimul  ac  de  belli 
Ruflici  exitu  certior.  faftus  fuero,  legationcm 
Turcicam  ag^e  petere  conftitui;  ounc  oc-? 
cult^  et  fufurratim.  Rex,  optim^  In  me  af- 
fedus ;  optimatcs  fatis  benevoli  j  mercatorum 
focletas  admodum  mihi  favet :  illud  foluot 
vereorj^^ne  quis  competitor  potentior  in  fccnaitt 
prodeat,  ct  me ;  curfu  prasvertat.  Si  gctitia 
feliciter  cvaferit,  dii  boni !  w$  jca7ayfwwVofta«  j 
primuHif  tuo  Vindobonas  fruar,  coUoquio; 
dcin,  Htefis  Afiaticis  madebo  i  Turcsffttni  mores 
ex  abdltiflimis  fontibus  exhauria^ — fin  aliu4 
contigerit,  (pikoo-ofjiikv.  grit  forum j.non  dc« 
erunt,  ut  fpero,  ^aufa^  j  ,ent  UUun^plena  mefr 
fi&i  rcftabit  eloc^uent^ae  ftj^tdiumj^reftabxt  poE-- 
(Js,  hifloria^  philofophiA.  q^n^x^Jm  fingulJi 
redte  cplendi.s  vita  noftra  haipc?  humana^  &« 
ySy§poU.t(ri^£v,  yix  fufficiet.  Multa.alia  habco. 
qua^  dicam,  fed  me  imperiofa  trabit^ — nop. 
Prcferpina^  Ut  fpero,  at  fi  qua  eft  fori  ac  ju« 
diciorum  fautrix  Dea,  Longiores  literas  ex-? 
pe6la :  tu  interea  ad  me  quam  longilfimas, 
initte.  "  Te  unjce  ag  fraterne  diligiuius,— ^ 
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JONESIUS  ROBERTO  ORME,  S. 

'  ^  IV.  Id.  Apriles,  Anno  1772, 
Quanta  cum  voltiptate,  quantaque  admira- ' 
done  tui,  hiftorlam  de  bello  Indico  legerlm^ 
£u:iiius  poflum  animo  comple&i,  quam  ver- 
Ins  eiiarrare :  ita  enim  dilucid^  abs  te  confilia, 
f  es  geilaei,  et  rerum  eventus  declarantur,  ut  lis 
profe^to^  dum  legebam,  non  mente  folum  fed 
te  inttreiTe,  non  tarn  ledor,  quam  a&or  efle, 
tfifus  fim*  in  primis  mihi  placebant  vitac  ac 
Aatuf ^  hominum,  aut  rerum  geflarum  gloria, 
aut  {apiend^  laude  florentiumj  abs  te  declara- 
fa; ;  nee  mmorem  narratloni  venuflatem  zSt^ 
Tunt,  locorum  infignium  defcriptioneSj  velut 
ilia  Gangis  fluvii  plan^  graphica;  et  fane  ani- 
madyerd  non  mod^  poetas,  fed  polidores 
omnium  fer£  aetatum  hiftoricos  in  fluviis  de- 
fczibendis  baud  parum  artis  ac  ftudii  pofuifle : 
fie  AchelSum  Thucydides,  Teleboam  Xeno- 
phon  defcribit,  uterque  fuo  in  genere  egregie; 
fed  hie,  ut  femper,  vcnufte  ac  brevitir  j  ille, 
Ut  f^pius,  elat^  atque  horridule.     Ad^tttt3 
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dicendi  quod  attinet,  fl  elegantia  et  in 
verbis  conftet,  et  in  verborum  collocatione, 
quam  elegans  oratio  fit  oportet  tua,  in  qui 
verba  lediffiina,  femperque  apta  ad  id,  quod 
fignificant,  ordin?  pulcherrimo  coUocantur; 
quae  laus  eft  in  fcribendo  prope  maxima. 
Quod  fi  hiftoriae  tuae  partem  alteram,  quae  a 
tejamdudum  flagitatur,  in  lucem  protuleris, 
cum  bonis  omnibus  ac  tui  fimilibus  gratum 
^.  feceris,  tum  nominis  tui  famam  latiilw  difFu- 
deris:  nee  juftum  videtur  ornari  abs  te  ac 
celebrari  regionem  Coromandelicam,  fi  ne- 
gligatur  ea,  quam  rex  quidam  Indicus  d^lictas 
terrarum  vocitabat,  Bengala. — -Vale ! 

'  No.  xxm. 

JONESIUS  F.  P.  BAYER  HISPANO,  S- 

Prid.  Cat.  Mart.  An:  1774. 

Libelli  tui  iie  Phanicum  Lingua  et 
C^^/z/j",  qui  dubito  dodiorne  fit  an  jucundior, 
belliflimum  exemplum  accepi ;  et  quanquam 
vereor,  ne  aurea  aneisy  tan<^uam  Hpmericus, 

Lifc^Y^ll.  C  C 
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ine  Diomedes^  permutare  videar,  mitto  ta- 
men  ad  te,  in  girdti  fdficet  animi  teitim6nium> 
commentarios  meos  po&Teos  Afiatica^,  qui  it 
til»  arriferint,  id  fdto  magnas  mihi  Volup- 
tati  fore* — Vale  ! 

No.  XXIV. 
JONESIUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Id.  Jul.  Jn.  1774. 
Adolefcentulum  iumma  mbdefti^, 
diligentia,  virtute  praddituin^  cui  aomeix 
Campbdl>  qixique  ad  te  Iioc  literularufh 
pertulerity  majorem  in  modum  tibi  comment 
do.  Is  in*  IvlAISl  mercaturaixL  £idurus  eft ;, 
]fed  priufquam  longam  iftam  et  moleftam 
navigationem  fufcepeiit^,  fermombus  quibuf- 
dam  Eto'op^is  atque  Afiatid^;  et  ex 
his  praecipue  Perfico^  addifcendis,  operam 
eft  daturas*  Quantum  ilii  vel  in  ftudiis  veL 
in  negotiolis  adjumenti^  afferre  poteris^  tan- 
turn  mihi  allatum  autumavero ;,  ipfuin  praete- 
reatibi  femper  devinxeris. 

Quid  agit  Haririiis  nofter?  Ecqvando  al» 
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te  omatus,  prodibit  in  lucem  ?  Nos  in  foro 
tempus  confumimus ;  quicquid  otii  datur,  id 
omne  Icgibus  interpretandis  hiftoriifque  legen- 
dis  conferre  cogimur.  Commentarios  meos 
ad  te  mifi,  quos  te  fpero  accepifTe.     Vale* 

No.  XXV. 
H.  A.  SCHULTENS 

cooties,  amiciffime  Jones,  fortunatl  ejus 
t^mjporis,  quod  in  beata  veftrd  infula  tran- 
fegi,'  fubit  memoria>  toties  animum  fentio 
miro  quodam  voluptatis  fenfu  perfundi,  4 
gratifEmd  recordatione  jucundae  tuae  atque 
utiliffimse,  qua  frui  mihi  licuit,  confuetudi- 
riis.  Simul  vero  tui  d^fiderium  tarn  vehe- 
ment^r  cxcitatur,  ut  abfentiam  tuam  feram 
aegerrim^.  Quam  animi  aegritudinem  iin 
minus'  tollere,  at  lenire  poteft,  dulce  epiftola- 
rum  commercium.      Et    reveri  non    illud 

C    C    2 
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tempus  inde  a  reditu  in  patriam  effluxiflet^ 
abfque  ut  nihil  prorfus  de  me  audires,  nifl 
cum  ipfe  variis,  iifque  infblitisx  negotiis  fuif* 
fern  diftridtus ;  tum  timuiflem,  ne  ftudiorum 
tuorum  moleftus  eflem  interpellator.  Tollit 
hunc  metum  gratiflimum,  quod  nuper  a  te 
accepi  commentariorum  tuorum  mumis,  quod 
c'o  mihi  gratius  accidit,  quo  videre  inde  li- 
cuit^  mei  memoriam  tibi  nondum  excidifle. 
Maximas  omnino  ago  habeoque  gratias  pro 
terfo  illo  tuo,  atque  elegantiifimo  libro, 
quem  fumma  aviditate  legi,  perlegi,  relegi, 
et^  ne  vivam>  obftupui.  Simul  tamen  fm- 
cerus  Mufarum  noftrarum  amator  deploran- 
dam  illarum  fortem  indolui,  quibus  in  fum- 
ing cultorum  fuorum  penurid  tantum  virumL 
cripiunt  rauca  fori  jurgia.  Ergone  eas  non 
habent  venu  dates,  eas  gratias,  ut  aliis  quse 
not  nili  opes  et  honorum  titulos  dotem  adfe- 
runt,  praeferri  mereantur?  Ergone  non  ita 
placet  sola  earum  forma^  et  habitus  elegantif- 
fimus,  fimul  et  fuaviflimus*  ut  cultores  allici- 
ant^  qui^  ipretis  aliis,  perdite  eas  ament,  iis 
folis  fe  obleftent,  atque  toti  cum  ii§  fmt  ?  Ignof- 
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cas,  mi  Jonefi,  talia  aihicc  tecum  expoftu- 
lanti. 

Opens  tui  non  nifi  pauca,  duo  forte  vel 
tria,  exempla  hucufque  ad  nos  funt  delata. 
Facj  quaefo,  ne  illorum  copiam  ulterius 
nobis  invideat  librariorum  focordia,  Ac- 
cipies  brevl  oration^m,  quam  hic  loci  habui, 
inauguralem  dit  Jinibus  liter  arum  Orienta^ 
Hum  proferendis.  Tumultuarie  confedla,  non 
potuit  ita  elaborarl  ac  debuiflct,  atque  ipfc 
vellem,  modo  per  tempus  licuiflct.  Jucun^ 
diilimum^  quod  obeo,  munus  hoc  folum 
habet  moleflids,  quod  nondum  liceat  libere 
quo  velim  divagari,  atque  in  inftitutionibus 
grammaticis,  ledtionibus  exegcticis  Vetem 
.Tcftamenti,  et  enarrandis  antiquitatibus  Ju- 
daicis,  tantum  temporis  confumere  cogar,  ut 
parum  vel  nihil  legendis  audloribus  Arabicis, 
"*  multo  minus  Perficis,  fuperfit,  Sed  tasdium 
hoc  e6  libentius  fero,  quo,  fi  cito  devoretur, 
majus  inde  otium  mihi  brevi  fit  nafci- 
turum,  Et  ubi  femel  omnem  banc  lee- 
tionum  farr^^nem  fingulis  annis  repeten- 
dam  ch^^tis  mandavero,  liber  et  mei  juris 
potero  totus  his  fludiis  incumbere.      Mei- 
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danenfepi  cdcndum  fufcipcrc  jam  certum 
mihi  eft  deliberatumquc.  In  cditione  paran-* 
dd  duo  ad  minimum  luftra  erunt  impendenda^ 
Quanta  cnim  turn  ipfius  linguae,  turn  hiftoria- 
rum,  rituum,  et  nxprum  Orientalium  cognitio 
ad  id  requiratur,  fine  quibus  tamen  tantum 
opus  nc  conandum  quidem  eft,  ipfemet  probe 
n&fti*  An  vero  hie  foetus,  ubi  ad  maturita- 
tem  pervenerit,  obftetricantem  manum  facile 

inventurus  fit  ^J^\  JJ)^      Scheidius  Profef. 

for  Harderovicenfis  in  edendo  Gieuhario  oc- 
cupatur.  Sumptus  tanto  open  imprimendo 
neceflarios  cum  ferre  non  valeat,  difficultatem 
hanc  putat  fublatam  iri,  fi  28  fafciculos,  pro 
numero  literarum  divifps,  feorsira  in  lucem 
emittatj  ita  ut  pecunia  ex  primo  fafciculo^ 
qui  literam  J  continebit,  parata  fufficiat  im- 
primendo ^^^  ct  fie  porro. 

Caeterum  novi,  quod  ad  te  fcribam,  nihil 

eft.     Quam  vellem  tui  iterum  videpdi  cppia 

mihi  fieret !  Si  id  in  te  efficere  valeat  per  gla-i 

ciem  currendi  ardor,  ut   Bankfium  veftrum, 

piitatus  eum  in  finem  hue  venires,  jam  non 
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^deh  frigor^  jextinjjefco,  .ut  contra  %ipr£i»  in- 
j^niiifijiia^  glactefque  foUdifiiaus  et  cUu  dux3r 
turas,  Quidquid  fit,  five  hjepxe^  fiy^  aeftat?* 
nihil  unqu^  poterit  mihi  gratius  aQcideret 
jjuiiii  tc  hofjpiteim  excipere.  Uxor  (quanx 
ante  5  circiter  menfcs  duxi)  m^gno  flagitaf 
dcfiderio  vid^ndi  Jonefium  ilium,  de  quo  ma,? 
ritum  audit  quotidid  loquentejtn*  Multum  ea 
te  falvere  jubet,  ut  et  pater  njieus,  qui  dici  non 
poteft  quantoper^  legendis  operibus  tuis  imr 
primis  commentariis  fuerit  delegatus.  Magno 
ilk  te  honoi:e  profequitur,  et  diligit,  €t  colit, 
— -Tu  velim  fcribas  ad  me  quid  agasj  quid 
agant  optimse  illse  tuae  mater  ^t  {ovov^  quas 
meo  nomine  pluriijiuin  quasfo  falutes,  eafque 
certiores  reddas,  gratifiimum  v^e  animum  fer* 
vare  et  femper  fcrvaturum  pro  infigni  huma. 
nitate  et  variis  olEciis,  quibus  me  fibi  devinx- 
erunt. — Caeterum  de  me  fie  judices,  quantum 
ego  poflim,  me  tibi,  omnibufque  tuia  fiimmo 
cum  ftudio  praefto  femper  futurum.  Vale^ 
mi  Jonefi,  meque  ama. 
Scripfi  Amftelaedami, 
9>Sept.  1774^ 
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Feri  oblitus  cram  de  principe  noftro  Da- 
mafceno  Yufeph  (ni  fallor)       [^  ad  te  fcripi. 

fiflfe.  Valde  doleo  eum  tam  diu  hie  latuiflfe, 
ut  biduo  antequam  hinc  Bruxellam  peteret, 
me  primum  inviferit.  Mire  delegatus  fui 
indole  ejus  liberali,  generofaj  et  vere  ArabicS. 
Nequc  elega'ntiori  dodlrini  videbatur  deftitu- 
tus.  Sed  de  his  tu  melius  judices,  quam 
ego.— Ego  hominem,  quamdiu  vivam,  ama- 
bo,  cujus  jucundi  fermones  me  febri  laboran- 
tern  ita  rccre^runt,  et  totum  quad  occuparunt, 
Ut  peflimo  mbrbo  redire  cupienti  nuUiis  locus 
fupereflet. 

Si  Velis  ad  me  fcribere,  quod  quaefo  facia? 
citiflime,  Haec  fit  epiftolae  infcriptio: 

A  Monf.  SCHULTENS^ 

prqfefleur  en  Langues  Orientales, 
Amfterdam. 
Accepi  nuper  catalogum  llbrorum,  qui 
apud  Wbitiiim  venales  proftant,  Nifi  mo* 
leftum  fit,  gratiflimum  mihti  feccris,  fi  ipfum 
jubeas  hos  libros  mihi  refervare,  quos  brevli 
curabp,  fimul  ntiffa  pecunia,  ut  hue  deferaq- 

mi 
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No.  419  Elmacini  Hiftoria  Saracenica— 18 
Sh. 
1 1 00  Herbelot.  3 1 .  3  Sh. 
1 47 1  Geogr*  Nubienfis  verfio.  4  Sh. 
5909  Eutychius.  15  Sh. 
2091  Hunt  in  Proverbia  VII.     i  Sh» 

No.  XXVI. 
.     JONESIUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Prid.  Non.  Oct.  1774. 
Gratiflimas  abs  te  literas  accepi,  datas  V  Id. 
Sept.  fed  ferius  quam  vellem  mihi  redditas, 
quod  in  maritima  Cantii  parte  aeflatem  egi,  et 
'nuper  admodum  Londinum  rediij  Commen- 
tarios  meos  abs  te  et  patre  tuo  probari,  vehe- 
menter  gaudeo;  quod  addis  amiciflim^  tu  qui- 
dem  et  humaniffime,  aegre  te  ferre,  me  poll- 
tioris  doiftrinae  defertorem  efle,  agnofco  bene-- 
volentiam  expoftulationis  tuae.  Sed,  mi  Al- 
berte,  non  eft  integrum  j  jacta  eft  alea  j  libri 
mei  omnes,  cum  impreffi  ttim  manufcripti, 
praeter  eos,  qui .  ad  jureconfulti  et  oratoris 
officium  pertinent,  in  area  Oxonii  otiantur; 
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etftatui^  per  viginti  minimum  annos»  nuUis 
tdms,  nifi  aut  forenfibus  aut  politicis,  operate 
navare.     Confilii  mei  rationes  longo  fermone 
perfequi   non  efl  neceflarium:  illud  fufi^ciet 
dicere>  me,   (x  Romac  vixiilem  aut  Athcnis, 
oratorum  et  illuftuum,  civium  labores,  vigi- 
lias^  periciila^  exilium,  inyidlam,  mortem  de- 
nique^  vel  umbris  poetarum  vel  philofopho- 
jnm  hortis  antelaturum  fuifle.     Idem  facien-' 
dum  in  hac  Anglorum  republic^,  quae  Jiec 
Romance  nee  Athenienfi  cedit,  et  fentio,  et  a 
pueriti^  fcnfi,  et  Temper  fentiam.     Porro  au- 
tem,  tametfi  literarum  politiorum  venuftatem 
facile     agnofco,    tamen    valde    me   deleftat 
id  quod  a  Neoptolemo   in  tragcedia  dicitur, 
Philofophari  juvat  fed  paucis ;  et  illud  Hippo- 

Crateum,  'O  /S*©*  ^f<x.X^>,  -i  ^^X''^  iiaxpa,   6  naip^  o^vs. 

Strenuc  denique  afieverabo  alias  efle  majores 
artes,  quae  non  foliim  fruftus,  fed  et  dulcif- 
fimas  fruftus,  afferunt.  Quid  !  nullamne  at- 
tulit  animi  voluptatem  divina  ilia  Mathefis 
Archimedi,  geometrarum  principi,  cum  in 
iheoremate  demonflrando  adeo  intente  cogi- 
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tationem  dcfixiflet,  ut  captaj  e0c  Syr^cufa$  jicp 
scntiret?  Qgid!  ^^amnf  ;rprn  jucundioremaut 
nobUiorem  elTe  putemu^,  q^am  juris  paxrii 
unum  Qudium,  de  (^uo  y^lim  in  me^oxiaoi 
revoces  quid  dicant  in  Ciceronis  de  Oratore 
libris  L,  Craflus  et  Q^Scaeyola  ?  Quid !  exifti- 
mafne  Suada  m  illam^  cujus  medulla  ab  Ennip 
dxcitur  Cetbegus,  qui  et  flos  popuU  ab  co- 
dem  vocatur,  aut  Thaliae  aut  Polyhymniae  fua- 
vitatis  palmam  concedere ?  Quid!  eftne  ali« 
quis  qui  noii  M.  TuUii  fimilis  effe,  cujus, 
cilm  in  omni  mallet  vita  tiim  in  ftudiis,  ex- 
emplar et  quafi  i^eav  mihi  p^*oponam,  quam 
aut  Varronis  eruditiffimi  viri,  aut  Lucretii, 
poetae  ingenipfiffimi  ?  Quod  fi  ver^  infuay^ 
et  horridum  fuiifet  juris  noflri  ftudium,  quo4 
eft  longe  fee  us,  tameij  rcprehendcndiis  nou 
eiTem,  fi  cum  veteribus  fapientiffimis,  et  cum 
ip{a  fapientis?  deS,  Athenarum  fautrice.  Mi- 
nery^,  fru<5uofam  atque  utilem  oliyam  fterili 
lauro  anteponerem.  Ut  aperte  loquar ;  non 
eft  mei  ftomachi  nobilium  virorum  arrogan-* 
tiam,  quae  a  poetis  et  literarum  cultoribys  de-» 
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vorahda  eft,  perferre.  Haec  tibi  amice  cxpof- 
tuUnti,  amice  refpondeo ;  tiiam  autem  volun- 
tatem,  egxiegie  in  me  perlpeftam  et  cognitam, 
fcito  mihi  perjucundam-.  efle.  Orationera 
tuam  avide  expedlo.  Labores  tuos  omncs,  et 
prsEcipue  Meidanenfe,  opus  biluftre,  fortunet 
Deus  !  Mens  fit,  oro,  fords  et  conftans  dodiC- 
fimo  Scheidio,  ut  opus  immenfum  quod  me- 
ditatur,  Atlanteis  humeris  fiiflinere  valeat. 
Induftriam  ejus,  omni  laude  dignam,,admiror ; 
fed  poft  Meninfkii  fatum,  non  loquor  de  opere, 
fed  de  ipfius  miferiis,  non  eft  viri  prudentis 
(ct  qui  fibi  baud  fapit,  nihil  fapit)  navem 
foam  tam  incerto  mari,  atque  adeo  prope  nau- 
fragii  periculo  exponere.  Rege  dignum  opus 
eft,  fateorj.  fed  cenfuin  requirit  regis.  Vere 
tibi  gratulor,  gratulantur  tibi  mater  et  foror 
mea,*  felicitate  nuptiarum  tuarum*  Schulten- 
fia&  tu«,  quam  amabiliffimam  effe  certo  fcio, 
et  patri  tuo,  viro  optimo,  falutem  impertio 
plutimam.  Gratum  habeb,  quod  me  Amfte- 
ledami  videre  cupis;  mihi  quoquc  fummse 
erit  Yoluptati  tecam  in  patria  tua  colloquij 
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quod  fi  tu^  frui  liceret  confuetudinc,  glades 
veftra  Hefperidum  hortis  eflet  amcenior,  nee 
ipfaTempe  adire  magis  cuperem;  Jed,  propter 
forenfes  occupationes,  aeftas  mihi  ad  peregri- 
nandum  erit  commodior.  PoUiceor  tibi  me, 
vel  anno  proximo,  vel  poft  eum  venture, 
meofe  Julio  aut  Augufto^  apud  tc  perlibenter 
commoraturum. 

Jofephum,  hominem  Syrum,  tibi  placuiflc 

laetor,^  et  gaudeo  ilium  per  Gtermaniam  iter 

fadturum  effe.     De  illo  fatis  longa  eft  hifto- 

ria;  qui,  nifi  ego  primariis  hujus  civltatis  viris, 

qui   apud   regcm  plurimum   valeant,  fedulo 

cxoraffem,  Lendini  aut  vixiflet  miferrimus, 

aut  mortem  obiifletimmeritb.     Libros   quos 

cmere  voluifti,  tibi  refervat  Bibliopola,   Litc- 

rulas  ad  te  meas  Idibus  Juliis  fcriptas,  quas  ad 

te  perFerendas    dedi   adolefcenti   Campbello, 

nondum,   ut  arbitror,  accepifti.     Regis  Hit. 

pania^  filius,  Gabrielis,  princeps  juventutis,  ad 

me  mifit  Salluftium  fuum  fplendidiffime  im- 

preflum.     Id  mihi  fummo  honori  duco,  gra- 

tiafque  perdiligenter  egi,     Audiifti  fine  dubio' 
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GC  Brucii,  hominis  Scoti,  percgrinationibus  irt 
Syriam,  Arabiam,  Abyffiniam,Nubiam,  -SEgyp- 
turn; — cui  non  domus  fua  nota  magis  eft, 
quam  Rubri  Maris  littus,  et  Nili  fons. — MnU 
tos  fqcum  attulit  codices -ffithiopico  fermone 
fcriptos^et,  inter  alios,  Enochi  vaticinium,  li- 
brum  antiquum,^ fed  inter  Sibyllina  voliimin^ 
numerandum. 


Dum  haec  fcribebam,  venif  ad  me  quidam 

qui  attulit  codicem,  ut  aiebat,  nianu  fcriptum, 

quem  a  Montacuto,  nobili  Anglo,  Venetiis  ac- 

ceperat,  ut  ad  me  perferret.     Aperui  librumj 

inveni  belliffimum  et  perfc6iifEmum  Mota- 

I- 
nabii  exemplar,  cum  epiftola  verfibus  Arabicis 

ad  me   fcriptd,  ab  Abderrabman  nefcio  quo, 

quem   fortaiFe  in   Afia  Montacutus  viderat. 

Gratiffima  eftdodL  Arabisin  me  benevolentia; 

verfu^  appofui ;  neutiquam  me  dignor  tam  ex- 

aggeratis  laudibus;  fed  nofti  magniloquentiam 

Afiaticorum.    ,Noli  jam  putare  me  Motanabii 

^poemata  continue  perledturumj  latebujjt  Ox- 
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Qnii,  cum  caeteris  iftis  fimilibus  thefauris  meiSc 
Velim  tibi  perfuadeas  te  a  me  plurimi  .fieri, 
nee  quidquam  mihi  jucundius  effe  pofle,  qqam 
abs  te  faepiffime  longiffimas  epiftolas  ^cci- 
pere,  Cura  ut  valeas,  meque,,  ut  facis,  simare 
pergas. 

No.  XXVIL 

\ 
JONESIUS  F.  P.  BAYER,  Si 

\    \^N6n.  Od.  vni. 

Vix^  re^erio  quibns  tibi  verbis"  agaiii 
gratiasi  quod  Salluftii'  hiftariaiA  chahse  f^len- 
didiflimae  perpuldire  impreffettt,  et  iff  fermo- 
aem  Hlfpanum  elegante^  conveffam,  adt 
me  mittendam  curaveri's;  eddemqile  lii'c,  n6- 
vum  homltietti  et  privatum^  hoilore  affeceris^ 
quo  ndn  nifl  magiibs  reges  et  illiiftres;  aca^e- 
mia'8,  antea^dignatus  es.  Sed  incipient!  milii: 
Ktera&  ad  te  niittere,  dubiuiii  omiiino  vifuiii  eft^ 
gfatularerne  tibi'  prius  de  pt^ftantiflimo  inter- 
pretationis  fcriptore,  an  gjratias  agcrem  quod 
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mihi  adeb  jucundum  tui  fj^^yr^fMavvov  dedifles« 
Auguror  fane  clarius  lumen  bonaram  artium, 
ac  fcientiarum  acceflurum  patriae  tuas,  in  qui 
regius  adolefccns  eo  fit  ingenio  eaque  dodrind 
prseditus,  ut  hiftoricorum  Romanorum  princi- 
pem  luculent^r  interpretari,  notifque  eruditis 
lUuftrare  poffit.  Quam  paucifunt  in  aliis  re- 
gionibus  juvenes  primarii,  qui  tantum  opus 
perficere  aut  vclint,  fi  poffint,  aut  poffint  for- 
taflc,  fi  velint !  Salluftii  graviffimum  opus, 
fapientid  et  dignitate  plenum,  bene  intelligere, 
pcrmagnum  eft ;  apte  illuftrare,  egregium ; 
belle  vertcre,  admirandttm.  Hsec  omnia  fi 
vir  privatus  efFeciffet,  laude  dignus  eflet  j  fi 
?.doIefcens,  honore  decorandus ;  fi  et  juvenis 
etprincepsjuventutis,fummis  honoribus  prae- 
conii  more  perfequendus. 

Linguae  veftrse  ftudium  dodliffimac  com 
plures  jam  annos  intennifi ;  fed  memini  me 
Alonzi  heroicum  poema,  Garcilaffi  carmina, 
Cervantis  lepidas  fabellas,  msagni  cum  volup- 
tate  legiffe.  Nihil  tamcn,  ita  fortunate  vivam, 
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iplegantius  4Ut  poUtius  legi,  qu^iQ  Saluftli  ver-i 
iionem ;  et  libentlr  dofkiffimo  aui^oii  affen^ 
tior,cum  dicat  in  pro(3?mio,  ^^  linguarpL  v^ftraift 
^*  ad  Latin!  fermpnis  gravitatein  prb^lm^  aCf 
*'  cedeFe/*  Pergat  igitqr^  juvenis  afnabillflt^ 
mu8  cum  de  patria  fUi  tt!im  dp  humano  g^nere 
bene  merer! ;  efficiatqueutonjnibus  hujus  aevi 
principibus  virls  facile  f;t  ariteponcndus.  SI 
mihi  licej^t  eloqui  quod  fentio,  auftor  fim  ut 
M*  TuUii  fere  divinis  operibus  quam  diligen- 
tiilime  navet  operam;  quse  neminem  unquaiq. 
Iegi0e  putQ,  quin  legendo  fadus  fit  et  eloquen- 
tior  et  doftior.  Digna  eft  acjmirabilis  ilia  ad 
Quintum  fratrett^  de  provinei^  adminiftrand^  ^ 
epiftola>  quae  ab  omnibys  in  terrarum  oybe  re- 
gibus  mpmoritpr  quot}die  recitetur^  Pigni 
funt  Ubri  4e  Officiis,  de  Finibus,  de  Quaeftioiii-- 
bus  Tufcujanifi^  qui  cibntics  perlegantuf .  Digna^ 
Otationes  fere  fexaginta  qua?  in  omnes  Europaft 
Jinguas  conyertantur.  Nee  verepr  affirmare 
feddcim  illos  epiftolarum  ad  Atticum  libro^ 
hiftoriis  ferd  omnibus  (Salluflio  exiiepto)  pr«t 
ftare.  Quod  ^  twi  ipfius  opera  attinet,  libei^ 
tuus  jucpndiffimus  a  me  diligentep  $t  U&i\S  f  i^ 
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ct  legetijr.-^Audio  te  ejufdem  vcrfioaem  Lat-. 
tinam  meditari,  quam  ut  pei^cias  oxq,  gei^^ 
f|um  exterfTum  gratii.  Nihil  in  eo  quod  {\t 
iQutandum.  videq^^pihil  quod  non  laudan^ 
dum-  Pervelim,  bIw^^  ^^^^  annquitatura 
Afiaticarum  et  Afrkanatum  libros  in  lucem 
proferas.  Ecquid  harum  rerum  ftudiolis  gifar 
tiufne  optare  poffim  ?  Tu  iaterea,  vir  clarifr 
fimc,  pt  meo  ^t  reipublicaef  jiterarigB  npcpiinej^ 
etiam  atque  etiam  yale. 

.     No.  XXVIII..^ 
JONESIUS  G.  S.  MICHAELJ,  S, 

PrlcL  Non.  Novem^, 

Peto  a  te  nc  me  putes  libros  tuos  aut 
non  legiffe,  aut  leftos  neglexifle.  De  fabulis 
Hebraeorum  neque  a  te  prorfijs  diflentio,  nee 
tamen  ufquequaque  <ibi  afleritior.  .Nplui  igi-? 
tur,  re  nondum  fatis  explorati  et  cognita,  ab 
opinione  vul^ari  regedere.  Ca?terum  com- 
mentarios  noftros  abs  te  probari  laetpn  Q^od 
quaeris,  ferione  Mufas  Afiaticas  et  politiore? 
Hteras  deferuerim,  nihil  fcito  efle  v.erius ;  nee  per 
viginti  annos  quidquamdehis  rebus  aut  fcribam 
aut  meditabor .     Totus  in  foro  fum,  et  in  juris 
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iioftri  ftudio  ^ffAct'ixv  Ix^xov.  tua  lamen  opera, 
teque  Ipfiim,  vir  optime  atque  humanLflime| 
plvirimi  fempcr  faclam.     Vale  ! 

^o.  XXIX. 
H,  A.  SCHULTEN&  JONESIO,  S. 

y^«.  6, 1775, 

Etfi  his  diebus,  quibus  molefti  et  infb- 

|iti  labores  totum  me  occupatum  tenent,  ne  id 

quidem  temporis  mjhi  fupereft,  ut  de  epiftoliB 

(^xornandi$  cogitate  liceat,  tamen  non  potui 

doftiffimo  Bjornftahlio  nihil  literarum  ad  te 

dare,   cum  ut    haberet,    quo    optatus    ipf$ 

aditus   ad    tc   patefieret;    turn,    ut    videre?, 

me    tui   rion    immemorcm  yivere. — JucijUr 

dum    tlbi   erit    cum     Sueco    noftrq    Phila- 

rabe    colloquium.     Non  tantim  enim  mv^U 

torum     hominum     mores    yidit    ct    urbe?, 

fed  Orientales  etiam  literas  et  callet  egregi§ 

et  amat  vehementer.    ^Deliciis  (non  olim,  ut 

fcribis,  fed  etiam  nunc)  tuis  addi6him  fcio  per^ 

gratum  tibi  futurum. — Accepi  utrafque  tuai^ 

literas.     Priorcs,  quas  Campbello  dederas  a4 

me  perferendas,  reddidit  mihi  ejus  avupculu^ 

Cunningham,  mercatqr  h^c  in  u^bp  degens^ 

P  ^  ? 
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Ipfum  adoleicentulum  nondum  vi£..  Mifibs 
eft  in  ludum  quendam  aliquot  milliaribus  hinc 
diffitum.  Si  hue  redierit,  conabor,  qudcunque 
in  re  potero,  memet  utilem  ci  prseftare : — ad 
alteras  brcvi  refpondebo.  Tu  interim,  mi  Jor 
nefi,  fac  ut  valeas,  meque  amare  pergc,  Op- 
timam  tuam  matrem  ct  fororem,  caeterofque 
communes  amicos,  meo  non\ine  flutes  qu^ru 
plurimum. — ^Vale. 

Dabam  Amftelodami^ 
vi  Januarii,  1775. 

No.  XXX, 
JONESIUS  REVICZKIO,  S. 

Dot.  Londiniy  xiv  Kal*  Feb.  Anno  1775* 

Noli  putare  me  tui  oblitum^  qu6d  raras 
a  me  literas  accepifti;  neque  enim  habui  cut 
rede  fafciculum  darem,  nee  tabellariis  iacertis 
xifT^riv  noftram  familiarem  volui  committere. 
Nefcio  praeterea  an  hoc  literularum  ad  te  pei> 
venturum  fit,  et  vereor  de  re  qualibef  apertius^ 
ut  foleo,  loqui ;  cum  tua  ad  me  htimaniffima 
cpiftola,  Varfoviae  IdiS.  Jan.  data,  refignata 
mihi  reddita  fit,  quod  puto  banc  noftram  fore, 
priufquam  tu  illam  recipies.  Me  fcito  infinitis 
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in  ttlttje  et  lii  toga  occupatiombus  impedlri, 

'qu6  ihinufe  Uteris  dttti  operam,     Libros  edidi 

duos  J  tjuos  turn  dcmum  acciples,  cum  aliquem 

mvenero^cui  prudent^reoscommlttam.  Scribe 

^A  me  literasy  amabo  te:  nihil  mihi  amiciti^ 

tua  jucundius  efle  pcteft.  Quam  veUem  iut  tu 

hue  venifles,  aut  ego  iftuc,  ut  unk  vivere  pof- 

femiis.     Difplicuit  mihi  legatio  Turcica.    Vi- 

vam  in  patri^,  quae  bonis  civibus  baud  facild 

caret;  jamdudum  enim  c-aKsvei.  O,  quam  las- 

t^er,  fi  te  hue  legatum  videre  pofTem :  baud 

inviderem  aut  Europas  aut  Afise  regibus !    Tu 

interea,    mi    Reviczki,    ttiam   atque  etlam 

valel 

NaXXXI. 
HEVIOZKIUS  JONESIO,  S. 

Quanta  (im  laetitiS.  afFeftus,  acceptis 
tuis  aimantiffimis  Uteris,  facild  perfplcies,  fi 
^morem  in  te  ifteum  jylene  cognitum  habueris. 
Ego  occupationibus  quibus  eram  hadenus 
Impeditus,  frequentius  hqc  tanto  folatio  frui 
Hon  potuiy  idque  humaniflime  k  te  &£tum^- 
nofcOy  ut  eo  tempore  acciperem  tuas  literas 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i^ 


40S 
ijUo  nott  eipeftartm.  Etfi  autemtatius  fclrd 
erediderim  hequid  Uteris  committamus,  quod 
fi  prolatum  fit,  molefte  fertniuSj  faillfefl  r^fig-^ 
flatipnem  epiftolae  mesc,  de  qu^  ihe  edbces,  ca* 
fui  potius  quam  ftudio  tribuo.  Non  dubito 
quin  occupatiffimuA  fis,  tumte  forenfibusexer-* 
citationibus  totum  dcdideris.  Quare  non  equi- 
deiii  jam  tc  rogo  ut  ad  me  aifiduo  fcribas,  fed 
hoc  te  fcire  volb,  quod  mihi  ad  fcribehdum 
pliis  otii  quata  antea  contigcrit,  poftquam  ex-^ 
kflis  nupenime  biennalibus  coinitiis  (tsedid 
ftuteni  faecularibus)  laborem  pene  omuem  ex- 

'  antkvi.  Heec  de  publicis  negotiis  harum  par- 
tium.— -De  Britannicis  autem  nihil  cogiibvi 
fex  tufs  Uteris;  fed  ex  aliis  abunde  comperio 
buantum  vos  coloniaruiii  ihterni  motus,  et 
bello  externo  difficiUores,  exagitant  Me  jam 
rtiuneris  et  officii  mei,  non  tarn  ardui  qnam  in- 

.  grati,  faftidium  ccpit;  nee  aUa  mihi  confolatio 
eft  hujus  ingentis  moleftiae,  nifi  quod  Ipero 
Hon  amplius  longiorcm  annua  fore.  N«  ego 
fefTem  Londini  Ubenter,  atque  utinam  aUquod 
inillaurbe  RcipubUcae  meae^  m>^inkoy  opus  effi^ 
terev  ct  navare  mihi  Kceat,  Hai  xf  ri  |3«fAo/f4ijy  wt) 
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Rivt&4Xt;>cl|fc^^&y ST£v, nihil  fane  tali  provinci^  jucun- 
dius  ^ccidere  mihi'poflel*  QQod  li  Diis  in- 
fpefato  vifum  fueritj  tu  velim  mihi  ibi  praefto 
fi«i  ut '  tuo"  confortio  tu^que  familiaritate,  ut 
Gonfuevi;  in  omnibus  rebus  utar,  Libros  quos 
te  edidifle  fcribis,  nulla  mentione  argument!, 
confequi  aveo,  nee  dubito  quin  eorum  ledione 
mirum  in  modum  obledter.  Vale ;  et  ut  me 
ames,  vehementer  te  rogo. 

Ko.  XXXIL 

JONESIUS  H.  jy.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Vide  quantum  a  libertate  abfim,  ego 
fcilicet,  qui  ''^^^aj'  sXeuSa^fay  folebam  prae  me 
ferte !  Valens  equldem,  atque  adeo  ardentej 
cupiens,  te  Amftelodami  viffere,  pollicitut 
etiam  tibi,  me  hoc  d6mum  anno  apud  te  fu- 
turum,  variis  et  magnis  negjotiis  Loqdini  deti- 
nebr.  Scito  rile  uniim  efle  e  ffexagintisi  viris 
iis,  qui  d6  debitoribus  bona  cedentibus  judi- 
cant.  Officio  huic  fatis  ineft  utilitatis,  lucri 
non  nimis:  me  tamen  per  majorem  anni  par- 
tem in  hac.urbe  defixum  tenet.  Adde  ftudia 
nSceflaria,  et  forenfes  occupationes,  magnum- 
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bus  juris.  Grafcbs  tamcn  oratores  Ifcflitd  J  et 
Ifei  utiliilimas  orationes  pitHo  fchhbne  cbn- 
vcrti.  Quid  agit  intereaMeidaniiis^  quid  Ha* 
ririlis?  Pergas  Tclim  eos  omare^  iu  tamen  ut 
cures  yaletudinem.     Vale ! 

Vij  Id.  Dec.  MDCCLXXVI. 

Na.   XXXlti. 

ti.  A.  SCHULTENS  JONESIO,  S* 

Dici  vix  poteft  quahtoperS  me  eJthilarl^ 
l-fent  literai  tuae,  breves  illae  quidem,  fed  officii 
ct  humanitatis  pleiiiffimse.  Pudet  profedio, 
Jiie  tam  fero  ad  eas  refcriberc,  ut  jure  mihi 
videar  a  te  reprehendendiis,  tanquaiti  tuoruni 
erga  liie  beneficiorum  parum  memort  quatn 
verb  fufpicibnem  graviffimam  ut  omni  vi  at- 
que  opera  dcprecor^  fie  nolo  equidem,  nee  pot 
funii  omnem  negligehtia:  culpam  prorfus  dif^ 
literii — Habes,  mi  Jonefi,  rcum  confitentem  * 
fed  ignofcas,  quasfo,  meliora  in  futurum  polli^ 
centit— Praeterea  multae  funt  et  infinitae  fere 
t?ccupationes  meae^  quae  mc  vix  (inunt  refpi-^ 
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lraf^,^jierte  fcribcte  Vpl^ntem  continue  ju* 

bent  cd£cium  illud  iii  aliud  tempus  rejicere^ 

Jufta  tibi  videbitur  haec  excufatio,  ubt  dixcrOj 

de  MeidaniO  iiieo  per  hos  5  menfeii  ne  quidem 

faifft  cogitatum.     Nunc  Ye)r6,  pauI6  plu$  otii 

nadus,  intermiftuni  labbttm  brerl  refumam^ 

cujus  perfequetidi  inoleftiam  multum  fubl^vi^^ 

bit  ingetis  et  ra^um  beneficium^  quod  a  biblio^ 

thecse  Leideniis  curatoribus  nup6r  impetravl^ 

ut  non  tahtum   codicetn  Meidanii^  fed  alio} 

etiam,  quibus  indigeo^  hue  mecum  defersuSf 

eofque^  quamdiu  opus  trity  in  ufus  meos  adhi* 

beam^     Itaque  tarn  inftgni.  benevolentii  rniri* 

fice  adjutus,  pei?gam  acriter,  quantum  per  alias 

occupationes  licebit>   iii   defcribendo  codice^ 

conficiendis  indicibus  necefTariis,  (fine  quibus 

in  tali  opere  exfeqtiendo  hihil  proficitur,)  ^f: 

augendo  atque  omando  omhi  editionis  appa^ 

ratu^  qui  jam  paulatim  fub  manibu$  coepit  in^ 

crefcere; — utinam  modo   liceret  orane  illud 

tempus>  quod  multum  reluftanti,  segerrime-^ 

que  interdum  ferenti,  furripiunt  cujufcunqiitf 

generis  ledliones,  quas  dicimus,  coram  difci- 

pulis,  aliifve  auditoribus  cum  publice,  turn 
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Jphvatim,  haberidje,  his  meis  delicils  unice  ini- 
pendere. — Sed  tres,  quatuorve  annos  praevided 
in  hoc  piftHno  adhuc  fore  confum^ndos,  nee 
prius  me  Inde  libefandum,  quam  majore  rfe- 
txim  copia  inftrudto,  facile  mihi  erit  hujufmodi 
recitationes  abfque  longa  meditatione  effun- 
dere,  et,  ut  nos  dicere  folemus,  tanquam  ex 
manica  excutere: — interim  jacet  Haririus,  ja-* 
cent  poctae  Arabes ;  jacent  etiam,  quod  ve-^ 
hemehter  doko,  litei^sB  Perficse,  moUes  iUsc  et 
ekgant^8,  quarum  addifcendarum  tu^  me  tant 
cupiditate  incendifti,  ut  quidquid  evenerit,  fi 
modo  vivam  et  valeim,  certum  fit  deBbera- 
tumqtie,  rarb  apud  hos  exemplbj  totlim  me  ilHs 
traderc.  De  edendo  Haririo  pariim  abeft,  ut 
idefpefeitt.  .  Conftitueram  folum  textum  exhi- 
bere,  ex  optimis,  qlii  ad  manum  erant,.  cbdU 
cibus  expreffum,  eique  verfionem  ab  Avo  pa*- 
ratam  et  abiblutam  adjungere : — hoc  fi  prsefta^ 
rem,"  Videbar  mihi  fine  temporis  difpendio,.et 
interea  dum  aliud  agerem^  utilitati  publicsefa- 
tis  confulere.  Sed  funt,  quorum  judicio  mul- 
tum  mihi  deferendum  eft,  partim  etiam  volun- 
tate  obteroperandum,  c(ui  confilium  illud  diC- 
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tuadeatit,  et  ferio  hort6nttir,'ne  iii  lucettx  jiro^ 
deat  fine  excerptis  ex  Tebriiio  aliifve  gram-* 
maticis,  vel  etiam  fine  annotatictiibiis  quibuf- 
dam  meis.     Ego  quidem  nbn  ita  fdntio :  fed 
eft  herum  aliftoritati  cedendum,ide6qUeexpec- 
tandum^  don6c  major  itiihi  facultas  fit  talenl 
editionem  rite  ornandL     Scheidius  iiofter  his 
diebus  edidit  primam  particulam  Lexici  Gieu-*- 
hariani,   qliae   ex   capite   I,  five  tj^)  ^„^l 
ulque  ad  finem  literae    /  s  ad  U   decurrit,   ct 
2bo  fere  pagihis  comprchendituir. — Putat  in- 
tegrum opus  cum  verfione  Latind  edehduni, 
io  volumina,  uhiimquodque  mille  paginarum 
fore  impleturum.     Diverfa  funt  hominum  ju- 
ciicia.     Ipfe  quidem  in  perfequeildo  tam  ira^ 
menfo  opere,  adeo  nuUam  molcftiam  praevidet, 
ut  etiam  de  Phiruzabadio  aliifque  auftoribus 
cdcndis  ihterdiim  cogitet.     Alii  verb  inftitu- 
lum  aifbitrantur  ihfinitis  obfeptum  difficultati- 
bus,  nee  unquam,   nifi  aureus  qiiidenl  imbcr 
ipfi  decidat,  ad  finem  perducendum : — et  hoc 
quidem  unicum  eft,  quod  in  Arabicis  hodie  in- 
ter nos  agitur,  nifi  quod  Willmett'us,  juvenis 
iheologus,  fed  eruditus,   gloilarium  parat  in 
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ttarirlum,  Arablhiadem,  et  Corantun:— Ihcl- 
picntibus  opus  utiliflimum,  quodque  multuiri 
pfoderit  lis,  qui,  Lcxici  Goliani  caritate,  ejuf- 
que  comparand!  diflicultate,  fblent  interduni 
ab  bar  urn  literarum  ftudio  deterreri.  Melior 
ifcft  Gr?scanira  literarilm  ct  Latinarum  apuil 
nos  conditio;  quod  equidem  non  invideo,  nec 
iniror,  fed  ferrem  adhuc  lenius,  fi  mbdo  aliqua 
liujus  felicitotis  pars  in  Oriehtales  etiam  literas 
f  edundariet. — Habemus  Ruhnkenium  in  elabo- 
tando  Velleio  Patcrculo,  Burnlailnum  in  Pro- 
pcrtio,  Wyttenbachium  in  Plutarcho,  Tollium 
In  ApoIIonii  Lexico  Homerico,  codcm  quod 
fefl  a  Villoifonio  in  Gallia  editunii  occupatos, 
Pbalaridis  epiftolae,  de  quaruiti  audlore  tant|i 
fuit  inter  veftrates  Boyleium  et  Bentleium 
controverfia,  brevi  in  luceih  emittentun  Vi- 
diftin  elegantiffimam  Ruhnkenii  diflertatio^ 
Hem  de  vita  et  fcriptis  Longini?  .  Multa 
funt  ejus  exempla  in  Angliam  delata: — fin  vi- 
dcris,  curabo,  ut,  dat^  occafiohe,.eam  accipias. 
Prodibit  etiam  intra  paucas  hebdomadas  biblio- 
theca  qusedam  critica,  duobus  vel  tribus  fafci- 
f  ulis,  quovis  anno,  edetida,  cujufquc  duplex 
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erit  Ipftitutum/  Alterum,  ut  novosUbros,  &d 
optimos,  commemoret,  ex  omni  genere  Ute» 
r^rum,  quae  ad  eru4itam  antiquitatem  perti* 
oent}  altenim,  ut  nova  quasdam  etineditdt 
fViblQili^  interfperg^t.  Latent  quidem  ejus  auc* 
tpres,  v^l  potiufi^  latere  cgpiunt;  etf;  quoiUam 
Ulorum  ceftiflime  prodet  cdm  baud  vulgar!* 
erudition  turn  rara  fcribendi  elegantia.     Nee 
^tamea  ita  funt  mihi  prorfus  ignpti,  qyin  ho^ 
liufim  confidenter  affirmare,  magnoper^  tibi 
bUtttc  libellum  effe  placiturum: — funt  autem  in 
iM  focietate  quidam  ex  amicis  mei«  atque  &• 
mUiaribus,  qui  id  a  me  petant,  ut  commenda- 
tione  me^,  bibliopolam  Lpndini  habeant,  ad 
quern  poilint  exempla  quaedam  tranCmittere* 
Ccgitavi  de  Elmfleyo,  cui  baud  grave  erit,  vU 
ginti,  vcl  etiam  paucioribus  exemplis  experiri, 
quern  fucceffum  libellus  ifte  inter  vos  fit  babi* 
turus.— Sed  volui  prius  hdc  de  re  ad  te  fori- 
bere,  ut  vel  ipfe,  vel  alius  quifquam  tuo  hor* 
tatu,  promptior  fit  ad  ilium  negotium  fufcipi. 
endum.     Eft  adhuc  aliud,  idque  majoris  mxv 
inenti^  quod,  me  tanquam  proxeneta  quodam 
l^fi,  v^bem^nter  ^  tc  flagitant;— nempe  ex 
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Onentalibus  literis,,  imprimis  voro  Arabici^^ 
Pcrficifqu?  nonnulla  in  Bibliothecam  conferre 
capiefntibus  auSor  fui,  ut,  cum  patt«4  librl  in 
hoc  genere  prodeant,  pauciorcs  etiam  aliqua 
commemoratione  digni  fint,  vaquum  huric  le- 
cum  relinquerent  brevioribus  differtetionibus 
^siiacfiA^n,  JiamSai;,  vel  quOcunque  tandem  *no-^ 
mine  aliquid  acclperent,  quod  ad  haefC  (kidia 
promovgnda  egregid  condncat.     Ipfe  promifl, 
me  interdtim,  fi  nihil  melius  baberent,  bior 
gralphias  quafdam  ex  Jbn  Chalikane  fuppeditaT 
twum.     Tunc  illi  laudare  quidem  hoc  con- 
silium, fimul  verb  vehementer  a  me  petere,  ut 
Jonefio  hujufmodi  diatribas  extorquerem  r-^p 
iiihil  fore,  quod  banc  bibliotfaecas  partem  or*^ 
natiorem  reddcrct  magifque  commendacet:— ^ 
me,  fi  vera  iint,  quse  de  mutiia  noftrd  amicitii 
femper  in  pre  fero,  facile  illud  a  te  impetratur 
rum.    Vides  igitur,  mi  Gulielme,  quo  me  ad* 
duxerit  frequens  tui  crgame  amoris  gloriatio: 
— fed  pareo  eorum  voluntati  eb  lubentibs,  qu6 
pulchrior   mihi  inde   fpes   nafcitur,   gravem 
quam  fecimus  tui  jadluram,  aliqua  ratione  re*- 
parandi*— Itaquc  ore  te,  obfecro  et  per  vet©^ 
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rem  ilhim  tunm  amorem  Mufarum  Orientar 
lium,  ,quit)U5  tam  Jehpile  tui  defiderium  relir 
quifti:  per  ilium* c ergo  a^morem,  obbc^or;,.  ut, 
flumcoaiinpda  tibi  eil  iis  g  ratificandi  ocpafip, 
hanc  nobis  felicitatem  noa  invidew*     Ei&oU^ 
forulos  \ — invenies  multa  parata,  pgrfodla,  n^ 
indigna,    qu^    lupem    adfpiciant:    quidquid 
inittes^  erit  illud  acceptiflimumi  et,.vdl  addit^ 
tuo  nomine,  vel  omiflb,  uti  ipffe  hoc  jufleris, 
biblioth^SB  iaferptur.     §1  Anglice  quid  fcripr 
turn  habeas,  qec  fit  tibi  ejus  Latine  verteucii 
ppportunitas,  illud  cquidem  lubens  fufcipiani^ 
iftamque  verlionexn  aliis,  qui  funt  Latine  fcri-  ♦ 
b^ndi  multo  me  peritiores,  exammandam  ^ 
corrigendam  tradens  curabo,  ne  tuas  kudi  at^ 
que   exiftim^tioni  aliquid  detrahatur.r— NihU 
praeterea  addetur,   omittetur,   yel  mutabitur, 
fed  omnifi  erunt  tua  eadem  ilia,  qua  miferis: 
quam  in  rem,  fidem  meam,  fi  opus  efle  putas, 
fanctiffime  interpono. — Tu,  nifi  moleftum  eil, 
cito  mihi  refcribe,  npftraeque  petitioni  facilemi 
tc  praebe  ac,benignum.  .  ^  ' 

^   pratulor  Inunus,  qyod  aditum  tibi  ad  ma- 
jora  et  pinguiora  brevi  patefaciet.     Sed  amifr 
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£imlibertatem«non  Um  tui,  quam  mei  tauf^, 
ftioleft^  fero,  Nemml,  i^e  Anglo  quidem^ 
mifera  eft  fepvitus^  quae  in  utilitatem  publicam 
fufcepta*  virtutis  eft  et  meritorum  jufta  remu- 
fleratiot  Mihi  aut^m,  qui,  4um  liber  eras, 
ihlftra  te  cxpe£biTi,  ^imprimis  gravis  eft  ilia 
lua  fervltus,  quf^  tui  videndi  fpem  fiq  minu8 
enmem  praeciditi  at  certd  minuit,  et  multum 
ifxtenuat, — Hunc  tu  nobis  metucn  eripe,  et  fi 
^uid  vacui  t^mporis  tibi  rell^um  eft; — exit 
ittteiQ  interdum,  nam  habes  59  fqcios  in  mu-^ 
tiere  tud  tibi  adjun^^os ;— id  cmxfo  we  praeter- 
tbittas,  ied  hue  excurrens,  felicitatem  noftram 
jUCuiidiiiimo  tuo  adfpedu  et  colIoquiQ  augeas 
q^uam  cumulatifiime.  Ego  quin  ad  vos  all-^ 
quando  revertar,  non  defedlu  quodam  vo- 
lUritatis  retineor ;  tanta  enim  cum  voluptate 
repeto,  mempria  tempus  illud,  quo  fbaviffim^ 
tuA  C0nfu^tudine  frui  mihi  licuit,ut  ne  vivam,fi 
ilpn  ardentiilimos  defiderio  teneor  in  eandem 
felicitatem  quantoocius  evolandi.  Necprohibct 
temporis  anguftia,  quandoquidem  ita  fert  mu-^ 
fiferis  mei  ratio,  ut  per  novem  fere  menfes  pluri^ 
m\s  ncgotiis  obrutus,  tribus  reli^uis  liber  fun 
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ct  homo  mci  juris. — ^Quid  igitur?— DIcam 
quod  res  eft,  nee  turpe  exiftimabo  talia  amico 
indic^ife 

V^l  y?' ly' V  wJS- 1/.;  J^' 151  ■ 

Sterile  ut  ubivis,  fie  etiam  in  Belgio  llteratura; 
Orientalis  folum  neceflaria  quidem  at  vitam 
laute  fatis  alendam  praebet  j  quod  fuperfluum 
videri  poffetneutiquam  concedit,  Donee  igitur 
inexpedataqusedam  fertilitas  advenerit,  itineris 
Anglici  iterum  fufcipiendi  fpes  prorfus  mihi 
evanuit.  Sed  qux  fors  fert,  aequo  feram  ani- 
mo.  Quandoquidem  vero  hujus  rei  mentio- 
nem  apud  te  injeei,  addam  etiam  aliud,  in  quo 
tu  forfan  poteri^  egregie  mihi  adjuvare.  Con- 
ftitui,  ut  rebus  meis  melius  conful^^n  eamque 
fuperfluitatem  confequar,  quae,  etfi  careri  poteft, 
tamen  grata  eft  et  jucunda  fruentibusi,  adolef-^ 
ccntulum  cireumfpicere,  quem  in  aedes  reci-* 
piam,  cujufque  mores  dirigamac  gubemem:-— 
fed  cupio  imprimis  ex  veftratibus  aliquem  re^ 
cipere,  cum  quod  rarius  folent  noftri  homines 
pueros  allis  tradere^  turn  quod  melius  videtur 
(vides  quam  ingenue  tecum  agam)  Anglo  cui* 
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dam  iibertatem  vendere,  2L  quo  major  eft  lau^i^ 
tior  merces  expe£tanda. — Sed  monet  deficiens 
charta,  ut  tandem  definam  effe  vtrbofior.  Tu^ 
fl  me  amas>  brevi  refcribes,  quid  tibi  hdc  dd 
re  videatur,  et  fi  quid  poteris  mei  cauf4  effi- 
cere,  id  fcio  te  lubenter  fadurum: — Ego  qui- 
dem  nunquam  committam,  ut  quidquam,  quod 
praeftare  poffim,  a  me  fruftra  petas.  Uxor  mea 
mecum  te  optimamque  matrem  tuam  et  foro- 
rem  plurimum  falvcre  jubet.  Vale,  mi  Jdixefi> 
Schultenfiumque  tuum  amare  pergc. 
Amfteledami,  Pridt  Non.  Maii. 

XXXIV. 

JONESIUS  H.  A.  SCHULTENS,  S. 

Amice  tibi  et  fuaviter  hortanti,  ut  novo 
operi  apud  vos  mox  edendo  tpavcv  meum  con- 
ferrem,  certe  non  deeflem,  fed  pangerem  nef- 
cio  quid,  ut  poffem  j  nifi  omnino  egerem  otio. 
Cum  enim  officium  meum  j  udiciale,  tum  forenfis 
labor,  lucubrationes  coutinuse»  dicendi  medita* 
tio^adio  caufarum^et  injure  refpondendi  mu* 
nusj  vix  horulani  mililconceduat  ad  fomnum^ 
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et  ad  cibum  capienduxn.  Quod  me  jucundif- 
iime  fecefti  certiorem  quid  tu  agas,  quidque 
in  patri^  tui  agatur,  gratias  ago  maxknas. 
Ego  fi  quern  Ahglum  generofum  et  bene  locu- 
pletem  invenero,  qui  vel  filium  vel  pupillum 
ad  recolendas  humaniores  literas  iflinc  mit* 
tere  voluerit  j  laudis  tuse  me  verum  prasconcm 
fore  poUiceor,  nee  in  re  quApiam  tibi  defutu- 
rum.  Hoc  tamen  quam  fit  incertum,  tu  noa 
ignoras.  Vale,  meque  dilige, 
IV.  Cal.  Jul.  1777. 

No.  XXXV. 
REVICZKIUS   JONESIO,  S. 

VarsowSi  17  Martii,  1779. 

Pertulit  ad  me  nupcr  Duninius  binos 
tuosvarise  eruditionis  libros,  noviflim^  in  lu- 
ccm  editos,  quibus  vehementer  deledatus  fum; 
nam  et  memorem  te  adhuc  mei  ex  munerc 
hoc  gratus  recognovi,  et  fingularis  ilia  doarina, 
qua  fcripta  tua  referta  luxuriant,  voluptatem, 
cum  profeAu  Icgenti  adtulit,  et  ad  obliterata 
penc  jam  in  animo  meo  hujufcemqdi  ftudia, 
itcmm  rccolcnda,  ftimulum  addidit.    Vitam 
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Perfici  Schach  Nadir  jam  antea  princeps  Ada- 
mus  Czartorilki  Unguis  Orienti?  non  infeliciter 
addicflus,  legendam  mihi  obtulit,  et  quae  in 
diatribe  adjund):a  honorifice  de  me  meminifti 
indigitavit;  fed  ea  quidem  amori  efga  me  tuQ 
unice  adfcripta  velim.  Nunc  quod  amoenio- 
rlbus  Uteris  nuncium  dare,  et  Themidis  facra- 
fio  unlce  te  devovere  decreverls,  fine  Relpub- 
Kcae  literarise  ja6lur4  fieri  pofle  non  cenfeo; 
neque  futurum  fpero,  quin  te  Melpomene  naC- 
centem  vidit,  et  nolentem  volentein  fub  fiio 
imperio  coercebit,  Mihi  jam"  in  feptimuiA 
annum,  et  ad  faftidium  ufque  Viftulae,  Uttora 
coluntur,  feUcioribus  mutanda,  ni  faUor,  ex- 
tinao,  fi  diis  placet,  in  Uermanid  bello. 
Quant6  gratius  in  Britannia  nee  longa  a  te, 
tempus  ^eum  tranfigerem,  fi  me  fata  meis  pa^ 
terentut  ducere  vitam  aufpiciis!  Sed  quocun- 
que  locorum  forte  compulfus  fuerp,  amare  te 
non  definam.     Vale. 

No.   XXXVL 
H.  A.  SCHULTENS  JONESIO,  S. 

Quanquam  plurimis  occupationibus  et 
f^sepiiis  et  nunc  maxime  impedior,  a^conf^ri- 
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/bendis  eplftolis,  per  quas  veteris^Wnicitiae  mc- 
moria  recolatur,  a  cujus  rci  fuavitate  atque 
deled:atibne  molefte  fero  meabduci:  tamen 
tale  mihi  videtur  argumentum  literarum  tua- 
ruiri,  quas  his  diebus  accepi,  ut  melius  fit  tri-p 
bus  duntaxat  verbis  ad  ejis  refpondere,  quam, 
diim  meliorem  quaero  fcribendi  oppottunita- 
tem,  nirni^  cundatione  efficere^-  ut  vel  nihil 
ad  caufam  tuam^.  quae  in  fummo  meo  erga  te 
iludio,  quam  maxime  naea  ^  eft,  jiivandam. 
praeftare  queam,  vel,  ctfi  a  me  juvari  non 
poiIis>  in  fufpicionem  veniam  negligentia^  in 
amicis  colendis,  eorumque  voluntati  ac  defi* 
derio  obtemperando. 

Enimvero,  mi  Jonefi,  intellexi  tuam  petitio- 
nem  graviffimi  muneris,  ac  gloriofiffimi,  qucxi, 
fi  virtute  non  fautoribus  ambiendum  fit,  baud 
fcio  in  quem  conferri  polfit  te  digniorem,  at- 
que ornatiorem  cum  ingenio,  plurimarum  re-- 
rum  utiliffimarum  cognitiope,  admirabili  elo*. 
quentlaevi  et  j^a^ftantid;  tiim  vero  ^patriae  ac 
libertatis  amantiorem,  qui  communi  rerum 
veftrarum  calamitati  fiiccurrat  majore  confilio, 
prudentid,  fortitudine,  aaimi  integritate,  cui 
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igitur  alma  Mat*  noftra  (nam  paterc  me  hAc 
appellatione  pietatis  meo  fcnfui  gratificari)  fa- 
lutis  ac  profpcritatis  fuae  curanl  tutius  com- 
mittat. 

Sed  hunc  tuum,  q\li  palam  cognitus  eft, 
libcrtatis  amorem  nonne  in  hdc  teraporum 
perverfitatetibiputas  nocitunimefle?  Ferehtne 
plurimi,  a  quorum  fufFragiis  cares  pendet,  per- 
fonam  Academiae  in  comitiis  publicis  a  Julio 
Melefigono  fuftineri?  Belgae  quidem  de  rerum 
veftrarum  ftatu  (ic  judicant,  difficile  efle  bono 
viro,  qui  libcrtatis  amorem  publice  profiteatur, 
ad  rempublicam  gerendam  admovcru 

Verum  haec  dices  nihil  ad  me  pertinerc: 
modo  quodcunque  in  me  eft,  omni  ftudio 
conferam  ad  caufam  tuam  promovendam.  At- 
que  hoc  ipfutfi  eft,  de  qup  velim  pauld  plura 
ex  te  fcifcitari :  quomodo  et  apud  quos  illud\ 
ftudium  profitenduiri  fit  ac  declarandum.  Hc- 
bcamne  poteftatem  fiiffragium  mittendi,  cujui 
ratio  pro  caufd  tu^  habcatut?  Id  quidem 
vix  credidero.  An  vcr6  ex  amicis  meis 
Oxonienfrbus  illi  compellandi  (int,  a  quorum 
anpiiciti^,  benevolenti^,  et  humanitate  aliqui4 
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Iperare  aufim,  veluti  Kenmcottus,  Whitius, 
Winftanlejus?  Tu  mihi  primd  mox  occa- 
fionc  refcribas,  atquc  indices  quid  agendum 
fit.  Habebis  me  tui  ftudiofiffimum,  ncc  ulli 
in  re  patiar  officium  meum  tibi  deefe. 

Ego  nunc  Leidae  verfor,  ubi  ante  annum 
fere  cum  dimidio,  Patri  meo  defundo  fucceffi 
in  munere  docendarum  literarum  Orientalium. 
Sed  de  his  rebus  cupio  propediem  pluribus  ad 
tefcribere.  Nam  vehementer  etiam  fcire  cupio  ^ 
quid  tu  agas,  quid  agant  mater  tua  foemina- 
rum  optimay  et  fcMror  mihi  amicifljma.  Velim 
meo  nomine  plurimam  iis  iaiutem  dicas,  et 
obfequii  atque  amicitias  meae  fignlficationem 
ad  eas  perferas.  Vale,  mi  Joneli,  et  me  am^re 
perge,  ^ 

Dab^m,  Lugduni  Bat. 
Prid.  Kal,  Jun.  178x5. 

MiiTa  funt  quaadam  exempla  catalog!  bibKo-^ 
thecae  patris  mei,  quae  vendetur  menfe  Sep- 
tembri,  ad  bibliopolam  Londinenfcm,  puto 
ad  Elmflejunu  Ex  iis  juffi  unum  ad  te  de- 
ferri. 
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No.  XXXVIL 
JOi^ESItrS  H.  A,  SCHULTEMS,  S. 

il  KaL  Jun.  1781. 

Ego  de  bello  hoc  facinoriflimo  quid  fcn- 
tiam,  tu  non  igtioras ;  quantus  autetn  fim  ty- 
tannorum  pfor,  quantus  verse  libertitife  fautor 
et  vindex,  carmen  hoc  ^Alcaicum  patrio  fet- 
inone  fcriptum,  dilucide  moriilrabit:  led  in- 
humante  Ibteht  literae  quae  humaniotes  et  pii- 
tantur  et  efle  deberit,  fi  viri  literati,  prsefertim 
ii  qui  ftudiis  deledtantur  iifdem,  helium  pluf- 
quam  civile  geterent.     Perge   me  igitur  Ba- 
tavus  Anglum,  lit  facis^  amire;  quemadrao- 
diim  iego  te,  Anglus  BataVum,  et  amo  et  ama- 
bo,     Scito  me  ruri  nuper  hyemantem  et  feria- 
tum  feptem  ilia  noftrorum  Arabura  Jufpenfa 
poemata,  he  Verficiilo  quidem  omiflbj  Ariglice 
reddidifffe;  totum  opus,  cumnotis,  etproocmio 
de  vetuftioribuis  Arabiae  monumentis,  proxi- 
mis  aeftivis  feriis   in'  \\ictm   pjroferreftatui. 
Tj^rt2;2;w  commentarium  ipfe  poffideo;  Zou-^ 
zenii  «r&^a(p/3a«r;y  et  notulas  perutileS,  cujus  tibri 
^ukhriua  exemplar  Lutetiae  utendum  accepi> 
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benigniffinj^    mihi    conimodavit    collegittra 
Trinitatis  Cantabrlgieiife.     Sadii  noUs  et  ycr* 
flonem  Perficam  cum  Anjarii.  fcholiis,  et  inw 
figni    Obeidalia  editione,  Oxonii  habemusj 
fed  omnin6  omnes  editiones  et  commeatarlo^ 
accedere  vehcmenter  cupio.    Avus  tuus  felici§ 
raemori®>  quem  ego  maxim^,  ut  debeo,  fem? 
per  facio,  carmina  haec  "  cedro  digna''  praSe 
dicat,  feque  ait,   nifi  fallor,  codicem  Nabqfi 
Leydenfem   in    proprios    ufus  tranfcripfifle* 
Praeterea  in  bibliothecas  locupletiffimx  ScbuL 
tenjiance  indice,  cujus  unum  exemplar,  Hun- 
tero,  apaico  meo,  fideliter  tradidi,  alterum  ipfg 
avide  pervolutavi,  haec  verba  legi:  "  6990. 
Septem  Moallakat  Arab,  pucherrime  fcripta." 
Ecquis,^  amab6,  codicem  hunc  emptum  pofli- 
det?    Quonam  veniet  pretio?     Dolet,  empto-? 
irem  me  non  fuifle;  fed  ego  tunc  variis  et 
magnis  negotiis  ipfey?/^^?;?/^^  ^tfuj^enjis  car- 
iftibus  ne  cogitavi  quidem.    Adjuva  me,  per 
mufsts  oro,  in  opere  hoc  meo  lauta  fupelledile 
prnando;   et  quicquid  habes  vel  notarum  vel 
ledionum  variarum  apud  te  reconditum,  de- 
prome  atque  imperii.     Multa  de  familid  tud 
fv>dy(it\  dixi  in  prpoemio,'  plura  et  magnifica^ 
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fed  ct  vcfa  diAuruS.  Scire  m  primis  tielim, 
tillufhe  ^  leptcm  poetis,  praetcr  Jmriolkaffum 
et  Tarafent  Latine  reddltus  apud  vos  prodicrit* 
Libfutn  meum,  qttem  bene  nitidum  reddet 
Baumgartius  jpumex,  txpedla.  Mater  mea 
diledliffima  omnium  mulierumy^/V,  ut  femper 
ptitavi,  optima;  eft,  ut  confido,  fanfliffima; 
ego  me  luiftu  macerare  non  definam.  Te  ct 
Schultenfiam  tuam  bene  valere,  fi  quam  citif- 
fime  Gcrtior  fadus  fuero,  id  mihi  erit  gratif- 
iimum#     Vale. 

No.  XXXVIIL 
Baron  REVICZKY  to  isir  W.  JONES- 

Londfe'Sj  SO  Juitit  1789. 
MONSIEUR^ 

Par  k  Veflale,  fregate  qui  devoit  condaire 
kk  Chine  le  Colonel  Cathcs^rt,  je  vous  ai  en- 
voy^ une  lettre,  Monfieur,  en  reponfe  a  uue 
belle  epitre  Perfannej  que  le  Sr.  Elmlley  librairc 
dans  le  Strand  m'a  fait  tenir  de  votre  part,  ^t 
qui  m*a  fervi  d'un  temoignage  bien  agr^able 
du  precieux  fouvenir  dont  vous  continuez  a 
m*honorer,  malgre  la  diftance  des  lieux  qui 
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OPUS  fispare.  Mais  j'ai  {g\i  que  lie  Coion^l 
etant  mort  en  chemia  la  Veftale  etoit  ret:piari» 
nee  en  Angleterre,  et  j'ai  lieu  de  foup^onner 
que  par  cet  accidfent  ma  lettre  n*a  paa  atteinf; 
_  fa  deftination.  J'ai  re^u  depuis  peu  ua  fu» 
perbe  ouvrage  que  vous  avez  fait  imprinoier  k 
Calcutti,  et  qui  feroit  honneur  a  la  plus  celebrg 
imprimcrie  de  TEurope,  accompagne  d'uns 
auffi  elegante  qu'obligeante  lettre,  o\i  j'ai  r§^ 
connue  la  main  de  quelque  tres-habile  Chattat^ 
fije  fuis  encore  en  etat  d'enjuger,  carenverit^, 
faute  de  continuer  a  cultiver  les  langues  OnV 
entalcs,  elles  me  font  devcnues  fi  etrangeres, 
que  fi  je  n'en  avois  jamais  rien  appris.  Je 
n  ai  pas  encore  vu  la  belle  ecriture  Arabe  f% 
bien  rendue  par  rimprimerie,  que  dans  I# 
poemc  Perfan  dont  vous  m'avcz  fait  rhonngur 
de  me  gratifier.  Je  fuis  bien  facbe  que  pen^ 
dant  mon  fejour  a  Londres  j'ai  cte  prive  de 
votre  chere  compagnie,  qui  m'auroit  ete  d'ung 
refource  infinie;  etj 'ignore  encore  fijc  jouirai 
de  pe  bonheur  lors  de  votre  ret  our,  me  voyant 
ioblige  de  fuivre  bientot  ma  nouvelle  deftina« 
tlon  a  Naples,  o^  TEmpereur  m'a  nomme  fon 
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Mxftiftfe.  Matis  quelle  que  fbit  ma  dcftift^e^ 
jd  tdus  ptie  d^etrt  perfuadci  que  TabfenGe  et 
reloignement  ne  changeront  jamais  rien  a  la 
tefolutiofl  que  j'sli  prife  d'etre  toute  ma  vie  par 
f  ecdn!K>iiraiice  et  par  inclination^ 

Votr6  txts  humble  ef  tres  obeiflant, 

Serviteur, 

REVlCZKr. 
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Appendix*  A, 

TAe  Dejgn  of  ^  Britain  Difcuyuered^   au 

Heroic  Poem^  in  T'wetve  Books^ 
^^  By  WILLIAM    JONES, 

Ne  carmine  quidem  ludere  contrarium  fug* 
fit :  ideoque  mihi  videtur  M.  TuUius  tantuai 
intuliffe  eloquentiae  lumen,  quod  in  hos  quo«' 
que  ftudiorum  feceflus  excurrit., 

Quintil,  Inftit,  I,  x,  5, 
—  >.     mmmam 

Jbf  Idea  of  an  Epic  Poem^  at   Spa^   July 
1776,  Anno  cetat.  23, 

BRITAIN  DISCOVERED: 

A   P  O  E  M. 

IN  TWELVE  BOOKS, 

THE  DESIGN, 

THE  firft  hint  of  this  poqm  was  fug=^ 
gefted  by  a  paflage,  in  a  letter  of  Spenfer  to 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  where  having  explained 
bis  intension  in  writing  the  Fairy  Queen,  be 
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adliJs,  ttat  if  tci  found  his  image  of  Prince 
Arthur,  and  tlie?  allegory  of  the  twelve  pri- 
t^ate  virtues  to  be  well  accepted,  he^  might, 
perhaps^  be  encouraged  to  frame  the  other 
part  of  political  virtues  in  his  perfon,  after 
he. came  to  be  king.  What  Spenfer  never 
iived  to  perform,  it  is  my  defign  in  fome 
ineafure  to  fupply,  knd  in  the  fliort  intervals, 
of  my  leifure  from  the  fatigues  of  the  bar, 
to  finifh  an  heroic  poem  on  the  excellence 
of  our  Conftitution,  and  the  chara6ler  of  a 
perfeft  king  of  England. 

When  this  idea  firft  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
inind,  I  found  myfelf  obliged,  though  un- 
willingly, to  follow  the  advice  of  Boflu,  who 
inflfts,  that  a  poet  fhould  choofe  his  fubjeft  in 
the  abftraft,  and  then  fearch  in  the  wide  field 
of  univerfal  hiftory  for  a  hero  exaftly  fitted  to 
his  purpofe.  My  hero  was  not  eafy  to  be 
found ;  for  the  flory  of  King  Arthur,  which 
inight  have  been  excellent  in  the  fixtctnth 
Century,  has  loft  its  dignity  in  the  eighteenth; 
afid  it  feemed  below  a  writer  of  any  genius 
te  adopt  entirely  a  plan  Chalked  out  by  others  J 
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not  to  mention,  that  Milton  Ijad  a  defign  in 
his  youth,  of  making  Arthur  his  hero  j  that 
Dryden  has  given  us  a  fketch  of  his  intended 
poem  on  the  fame  fubje6l ;  and  tha*  even 
JBlackmore  had  taken  the  lame  ftory  j  who& 
ftcps  it  were  a  difgrace  to  follow. 

It  only  remains,  therefore,  to  have  recourfe 
to  allegory  and  tradition ;  and  to  give^  thg 
poem  a  double  fenfe ;  in  the  firft  of  which, 
it^  fubje6l  is  fimply  this,  the  difcpvery  of 
pur  ifland  by  the  Tyrian  adventurers,  who 
firft  gave  it  the  name  of  Britain  j  in  th^  fe* 
cond,  or  allegorical  fenfe,  it  exhibits  the^ha^ 
rafter  above  mentioned,  of  a  perfed  king  of 
this  country, — a  character  the  moft  gioripuij 
and  beneficial  of  any  that  the  warmeft  irns^ 
gination  can  form.  It  reprefcnts  the  danger 
to  which  a  king  of  England  muft  neceflarily 
be  expofed,  the  vices  which  he  muft  avoid, 
and  the  virtues  and  great  qualities  with'  whi<:h 
he  muft  be  adorned.  On  the  whole,  Britain  ^ 
pifcovered,  is  intended  as  a  poetical  panegy- 
rig  on  pur  excellent  Conftitutipn,  and  as  »* 
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fledge  of  the  author  s  attachment  to  it ;  as  a 
national  epic  poem,  like  thofe  of  Homer, 
Virgil,  Taflb,  Camoens,  defigned  to  cele- 
brate the  honours  of  his  Country,  to  difplay 
^in  a  ftriking  light  the  moft  important  princi- 
ples of  politics  and  morality,  and  to  incul- 
cate thefe  grand  maxims,  that  nothing  can 
ffiake  our  ftate,  while  the  true  liberty  of  the 
fubjefl:  remains  united  with  the  dignity  of 
the  fovereign,  and,  that  in  all  ftates,  virtue  is 
the  only  fure  bafis  of  private  and  public  hap- 
pinefs. 

A  work  of  this  nature  might  indeed  have 
been  written  in  profe,  either  in  the  form  of 
a  treatife,  after  the  example  of  Ariftotle,  or 
of  a  dialogue,  in  the  manner  of  TuUy, 
whofe  fix  books  on  government  are  now  un- 
happily loft ;  or  perhaps  in  imitation  of  Lord 
Bolingbroke,  who  has  left  us  fomething  of 
the  fame  kind  in  his  idea  of  a  patriot  king; 
but  as  poetry  has  the  allowed  advantage  over 
mere  profe,  of  inftilling  moral  precepts  in  a 
manner  more  lively  and  entertaining,  it  wa$ 
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thought  proper  to  deliver  the  whole  fubje^'^ 
la  regular  mcafure,  under  the  fiction  of  an 

heroic  adventure.  -     ,        i* 

.  .  .   '      "  .         ^  V  i   ' 

The  poem  will  be  written  in  rhyme,  like; 

^  >/ 

the  tranflation  of  the  Iliad  by  Pope,    and 

of  the  Eneid  by  Dryden ;  fince  it  ha$  beea 
found  by  experience,  that  the  verfes  of  dibfe 
poets  not  only*make  a  deeper  impreffion  ori 
the  mind,  but  are  more  eafily  retained  in  the 
memory,  than  blank  verfe,  which  muft  ne^ 
ceflarily  »be  too  difFufe,  and  in  general  can 
only  be  diftinguiflied  from  profe  by  the  afFec-fc- 
tation  of  obfolete  or  foreign  idioms,  inver- 
fions,  and  fwelling  epithets,  all  tending  to 
deftroy  the  beauty  of  our  language,  which 
confifts  in  a  natural  fwectnefs  and  unafFefted 
perfpicuity :  not  to  infift  that  a  writer  who- 
fiiikds  himfelf  obliged  to  confine  his  feptiments 
in  a  narrow  circle,  will  be  left  liable  to,  run 
into  luxuriance,  and  more  likely  to^  attain 
that  roundnefs  of  didkion  fo  juftly  admired 
hy  the  ancients.  As  to  the  monotony  whkh 
ipiany  people  complain  of  in  our  Bngliflj^ 
rhymes,  that  defedt^  which  is  certainly  n0  ^ 
Lff€^y.  II.  F  F 
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^fiall  «a<^  if  we  admit  only  thofe  cndia^ 
tpf^ich  ar^  exa^Uy  fimiliu:,  muft  be  eompen^. 
fated  by  a  judicious  variatloQ  of  the  paufea,^ 
4a  irtful  diverfity  of  modulsttionj  and  cHiefly 
by  avoiding  too  near  a  retura  of  the  fame 
endings* 

The  machinery  is  taken  partly  from  thff 
Socr^ic  dodlrioe  of  attendant  ^irits  or  be- 
nevolent angels^  like  Thyrfis  in  the  Mafque 
0f  Comus ;  and  partly  from  the  Scriptural  ac- 
count of  evil  fpirits  worfhipped  in  Afia,  un- 
ikr  the  names  of  Baal>  Aftartc,  NiJSroc,  Da- 
gon^    Mammon,    Moloch/  and  in  ancient 
Europe,    where   Cadmus   introduced    t^m 
imder  thofe  of  Jupiter,  Venus,  Mars,  Nep- 
tune, Vulcan,    Pluto,     If  any  objedlbn  he. 
n&ade  to  thefe  machines,  they  may  be  confi- 
dered  as.  allegorical,   like  SpenferV  knighlp. 
and  paynims;  the  godd  fpirits  may  be  Ikid. 
to. Feprefent  the  virtues,  and  the  evil  ones  die. 
vices. 

i  The  adtion,  or  ftory  of  the  piece,  is  raifed. 
:^Dn  the  tradition  before-anentioned,  that, 
the  PhocmciaBS  firil  difcovered  tibe  ifland  of 
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Britain ;  but  the  reft  muft  be  tvholly  fujpplied 
\^j  inyeution. 

1  A '  prince  of  Tyre,  therefore,  whoHi  ^& 
muiy  najoae  Sritiuius  or  Britan,   ihodced  at^ 
the  cruelty  of  his  countrymea  in  facrificing' 
their  prifoners  to  idols,  and  at  thtir  impiety  . 
10  paying  divine  honours  to  evil  fpirits,  had 
i^editated  a  voyage  to  fome  diftant  coaft  j 
Vf itb  which  intent,  pretending  to  prepare  for . 
an  expedition  agftinft  fome  rival  nation,  he: 
.  h^d  built  a  nunibcr  of  barques,  and  fecur^d 
to  his  interefts  a  company  of  enterprizing 
ypuths,  but  wa«  doubtful  whither  he  fhould 
dire6l  his  courfe,    till    his  attendant  fpirit, 
Rg^miel,  appeared  to  him  in  a  vifion,  com- 
mending  his  pious  refolution,  and  advifing 
him  to  feek  a  beautiful  ifle  in  the  weft,  where, 
After  a  variety  of  dangers  on  earth  and  fea, 
he  would  reign  in  peace,  and  be  the  proge- 
nitor of  a  noble  race,  who  would  profefs  a 
true  and  benevolent  religion,  and  excel  all- 
other  nations  in  learning,  arts,  and  valour.  - 
At  the  fame  time,  the  fpirit  fhewed  him  thef 
pidurie  of  a  lovely  nyihph'Who  then  ruled 
F  F  a 
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the  ifland,  attended  by  damfels  of  her  b wit. 
nature.  The  prince,  animated  by  this  vifioii, 
and  deeply  enamoured  with  the  idea  of  the 
nyniph,  who,  in  the  aHegorical  fenfe,  repre- 
ferits  Liberty,  kft  the  coaft  of  Phoenicia,  and* 
failed  towards  Egypt. 

Thefe  citcumftances,  being  previous  to  the 
aftion,  are  nOt  related  till  the  fecond  book : 
for,  at  the  opening  of  the  poem,  after  the 
iifual  introduftion,  the  prince  is  bYotightwith 
hi^  companions  to  the  mouth  of  the  Nile  j 
he  lands,  and  advances  towards  the  city  of 
Memphis,  but  is  met  in  a  foreft  by  Ramief, 
In  the  fhape  of  a  venerable  fage,  who  con- 
duds  him  to  th«  palace  of  the  Egyptian  king^ 
where  he  fees  the  temple  of  fcience,  the  py- 
ramids (then  juft  begun),  and  other  amazing 
edifices.  After  a  fplendid  repaft,,  he  is  de* 
fired  to  relate  the  motives  of  his  vofage.—*- 
The  fubjedt  of  the  next  book  has  been  already 
explained ;  but  it  will  be  diverfified,  like  all 
the  reft,  with  feveral  fpeeches,  defcriptions, 
and  cpifodes. — The  third  book  begins  witb 
a  confultation  of  the  evil  deities  worihipped 
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in  Phanlcia;  tirhofe  various  chara^ers  are 
delineated.  Th?  debate  is  opened  by  Baal, 
who,  in  a  furious  Ipeech,  complains  of  the 
kifult  offered  to  their  temples  by  the  expe-^ 
dition  of  the  Tyrians,  and  difcourfes  with 
malignity  on  the  future  happinefs  ©f  their 
defcendants.  Various  ftratagems  ^re  pro^ 
pofed,  to  obflxudl  their  progrefs.  At  laft, 
Aftarte  offers  to  allure  the  chief  with  the  love 
of  plcafure,  Mammon  to  tempt  him  with 
riches;  Dagon  promifes  to  attack  his. fleet, 
Nifroc  to  engage  him  in  a  defperate  war, 
Moloch  to  affifl  his  enemies  by  his  enchant- 
ment, and  Baal  himfelf  to  fubvert  his  go- 
vernment, by  inftilling  into  his  mind  a  fond- 
nefs  of  arbitrary  power.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  Tyriand  are  at  fea,  accompanied  by  Ra- 
miel,  who,  in  the  character  of  a  fage,  had 
offered  to  cbndud  them ;  they  are  driven  by 
a  tempeft  back  to  Cyprus,  where  Aftarte,  in 
fhe  fhape  of  a  beautiful  princefs,  like  the 
»ymph  before  defcribed,  attempts  to  feduce 
|Jjg  hero   by  all  the  allurements  of  yolup- 
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toQufneA^  which  he  reiifts'at  length  by  the 
afiiftinc^  of  the  guardian  fpirit,  afad  leavcl 
the  ifland)  where  he  had  almofl  been  induced 
to  fettle,  miftaking  it  for  the  weftem  ifle  de<i- 
ferlbcd  to  him  in  his  vifion.— In  the  fourth 
ht>6ki  after  an  invocation  to  the  nymphs  of 
Thame$^  the  virgin  Albina  is  reprefented 
cdnverfing  with  her  damfels  in  Albion ; — hep 
dream,  and  love  of  the  Tyrian  prince,  whofe 
iftiage  had  been  fhewn  to  her  in  a  rivulet  by 
the  Genius  of  the  ifle.  The  Phoenicians, 
landing  in  Crete,  are  received  by  BaaU  who 
had  taken  the  form  pf  the  Cretan  king,  and 
fiifcourfes  to  the  prince  in  praife  of  tyranny^! 
but  is  confuted  by  the  fage.— The  fifth  book 
reprefents  a  nation  in  peace ;  a  meeting,  raif-t 
cd  by  the  inftigation  of  Baal,  is  appcafed  | 
iris,  manufadurefe,  gnd  fciences  begin  tQ 
flouriih.  As  the  Tynans  fail  along  the  coaft 
fjf  the  Mediterranean,  the  fage,  at  the  requell 
of  Britan,  delcribesto  him  the  ftate  of  Grcece| 
JtjEkly,  and  the  Gauls,  and  relates  rjithef  ob-f 
ictrrclyi   by  way  of  projphecy,   the  futurt 
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]glory  and  decKne  of  Athens  and  Rome— 
The  Phoenicians  reach  the  ftreights,  at  the 
Opening  of  the  fixth  booL     The  evil  fpirits 
aflemble,  and  determine,  fmce  moft  of  their 
ftratagems  had  failed,  to  attacl^  them  by  vio?* 
lence.     Dagon  raifes  a  tempeft  and  a  great 
commotion  in  the  elements,  fo  that  the  whole 
fleet  is  covered  with  darknefs:  Ramiel  en- 
courages the  prince,  and,  pretending  to  re- 
tire from  danger  on  account  of  his  age,-  fum* 
mons  a  legion  of  genii,  or  benevolent  angelst 
and  engages  the  evil  fpirits  in  the  air,    Nifroq, 
in  hopes  of  intimidating  Britan,  appears  to 
him  in  all  his  horrors ;  the  prince  expoftulates 
with  him,  and  darts  a  javelin  at  the  fpirit, 
but  is  feized  by  Mammon,  and  carried  in  a 
cloud  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  globe;   upon 
which,  Ramiel,  whofe  power  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  limited,  and  who  might  think 
that  the  virtue  of  the  prince  fhould  be  put 
to  a  fevere  trial,  leaves  him  for  a  time,  and 
flies,'  in  his  own  fhape,    to  the  manfion  of 
•ifhe'  beneficent  genii,*— The  feventh  book  is 
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vhoUy  taken  up  with  a  defcripdon  of  the 
pppofite  hemifphere,  to  which  the  prince  is 
conveyed  by  Mammon^   whofe  palace   and 
treafure  are  defcribed ;    the  Tynan  chief  is 
almoft  tempted  to  defift  from  his  enterprife, 
and  to  refide  in  America  with  the  adorers 
of    Mammon  :  —  the  inconveniences  of  an 
oligarchy  difplayed.     The  evil  fpirits  being 
difperfed,  light  returns  to  the  Tyrians,  whp 
find  themfelves  in^  the  ojean,  bi^t,   miffing ' 
their  leader  and  the  fage,  difpute  abput  the 
regency,    and  arp  on  the  ppii^t  of  fepar^^j^ 
ing ; — the  danger  of  anarchy :  at  length  hav- 
ing an  admiral  and  a  commander,  they  land 
on  the  poaft  of  Gaul,    at  the  beginning  of 
the  eighth  book.     Nifroc  incites  the  king  oi 
that  country  to  attack  them  j  hence  is  deduced 
the  origin  of  the  national  enmity  between 
the  Englifli  and  French,     The  guardian  fpi- 
rits aflenable;  their  fpeeches;  the  genius  of 
Albion  propofes    to  condud:  Albina  to  the 

palace  of  Mammon,  in  order  to  roufe  thp 

* 

\itxo  from  his  inadtivity, — In  the  ninth  bopl^i 
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the  war  in  GauJ  is  fupported  with  alternato 
fuccefsy  and  various  heroes  diftinguifh  them* 
felves  on  both  fides  by  their  valour  or  virtue* 
Moloch  contrives  an  enchanted  valley  be* 
^ween  the  Gallic  city  and  the  Phoenician 
^amp,  which  diftreffes  the  T3rrians  extreme- 
ly, who,  defpairing  of  the  prince's  return, 
?ire  encouraged  and  aflifted  by  Ramiel.— 
In  'the  tenth  book,  the  genius  appears  to 
Albina,  relates  to  her  the  fituation  of  Britan, 
and  pafles  with  her  difguifcd  like  young  war-. 
riors,  through  the  centre  of  the  earth ;  they 
rife  on  a  fudden  in  the  gardens  of  Mammon, 
and  difcover  themfelves  to  the  prince,  who 
jreturns  with  them  to  Europe, — The  malevo- 
lent fpirits,  thus  baffled  in  all  their  attempts, 
dfbate;  in  the  eleventh  book,  upon  taking 
more  Vigorous  meafures,  and.  refolve  to  ha-» 
zard  a  decifive  battle  with  the  guardian  angels^ 
The  war  in  Gaul  continued  ;  a  bloody  com- 
bat ;  the.  Tyrians  put  to  flight :  Britan  and 
Albina  appear  and  rally  them ;  the  evil  dei-. 
ties  defeated;  Gaul  fubdued;  the  Phoeni- 
cians pafs  the  enchanted  valley  •—In  the  laft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A. 


A  ■ 


44^ 

book,    Ae   vidorious    army-    march    along 

die  coadft    of  France,    till  they  difcem  the 

I'oeks  of  Albion ;  upon  which,  they  embark 

and  erofs  the  channel,  attended  by  the  in- 

Vifible  genii^    who    lit   in  the  fails.      The 

ia:q[)tial8  of  Britan,  wljo  gives  his  name  to 

the  iflglnd,  with  Allnna,  that  is,  in  the  more 

ludden  fenfe,  of  royalty  with  liberty.     The 

Tyrf ans  choofe  their  brides  among  the  other 

nymphs.      Ramie!   condufts   the   king   and 

tjppen  of  Britain  to  the  top  of  a  high  moun- 

fciin^    fince  called  DoTcr  Clifi^    whence  he 

Jbews  them   tlie    extent   of   their    empire^ 

j^oliitsi  to   its  different   rivers,    forefts,.  and 

plains,  fcHretels  its  future  glory,  and,  having 

refumed/his  celcflial  form,  flies  to  heaven  j 

the  hero  and  nymph  dcfcend  from  the  moun-^ 

pltk  aftoniflied  and  delighted. 


BRITAIN  DISCOVERED, 

:book  I.  ^ 

The  daring  chief  who  left  the  Tyrian  shore, 
Aad,  Iq&  by  angels^  durst  new  seas'  explore,    - 
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Commands  my  boldest  strain.    Tliro*  dire  alarmii 
The  shock  of  tempests,  and  the  dash  of  armsy 
He  sought  the  main  where  blissfel  Alhion  Isjr^ 
And,  heav'n-defetided,  took  his  anxious  way. 
Tho'  air-bom  fiends  his  wandVing  fleet  assail'd> 
With  impious  rage  \  yet  lovef  and  truth  pre vall'd^ 
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BRITAIN  DISCOVERED: 

'  HEROIC    POEM. 

THE    ARGUMENTS. 

POOK     !• 

THE  ,  Phanicians    having    landed    near 

Tartejfus,  are  unkindly  received  by  the  na^ 

tive»;    their  leader,  Britan,  fends  Pheni^ 

and  Hermion,  as  his  amb^ffadors,  to  the  king 

of  lieria,  who  treats  theni  with  indignity, 

rejefts  the  proffered  union,  and  commands 

them  to  leave  his  coail.     In  the  mean  time, 

the  prince  of  Tyre  wanders,  to  meditate  on 

his  deflined  enterprife,  into  a  foreftj  where 

|iis  attendant  fpirit  appears  to   him  in  the 

charader  of  a  Druidy    warns  him  of  ap-? 

proaching  dangers,  and  exhorts  him  to  vifit 

in  difguife  the  court  of  king  Lusus:  he  con-r 

fents  J  is  conduded  to  the  banks  of  the  T^- 

gus^^  with  9  harp  and  oaken  garland  j  ?ind  i^ 
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liofpitably  entertaiined  by  *  tHe  fovefelgn  "^f 
hujitania^  who  prevails  oti  him  to  relate. the 
hiftory  of  hiS  life  and  fortunes.     Tlie  narra- 
tive begins  from  his  vifion  of  Albione  in' 
the  groves  of  Tyre^  and  his  confultatibn  of 
the  Memphian  fages,  to  his  arrival  In  Greece. 
He  vifits  Dido,  his  father's  fifter,  then  em- 
ployed in  building  Carthage.     A  debate  h^ 
tween   Phenix  and  the   Carthaginian  chiefe 
on  the  beft  polTiblc  form  of  government, 

BOOK    !!• 

The  gods  pf  India  convened  on  Mount-. 
Cailds,  by  Rudra  or  Mahddeva^  the  power  of 
deftrudion ;  their  numbers,  charaders,  attri- 
butes, and  attendants.  Ilie  goddefs  Gangd 
announces  the  views  and  voyage  of  the 
Tyrian  heroj  exprefles  her  apprehenfions 
of  bis  ultimate  fiiccefs,  but  advifes  the  moft 
vehement  oppofition  to  him ;  declaring,  that 
his  vidory  will  prove  the  origin  of  a  won-^ 
derful  nation,  who  will  poflefs  themfelves  of 
her  banks,  profane  her  ^waters,  mock- -the- 
temples  of  the  Indian  divinities,  appropriate . 
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tbc  if*»Jth  6f  their  adorers,  introchice  tieyf: 
l%w$9  a  oew  religiott,  a  new  government,  in*, 
fillt  the  Brdhmensj  and  difregard  the  facrcd 
ordinances  of  Bribmd,     After  a  folcmn  de- 
liate^  it  is  agreed  to  4?xert  aU  their  powers^ 
and  to  be^n  with  obftni£ting  the  paflage  of 
the  Fh(mician  fleet  into  the  Atldntic^  by, 
hiirliog  a  vaft  mountain   into  the   ftraits; 
they  prodded  immediately  to  a  variety  of  hof- 
tile  machinations^ 

BOOK     HI. 

The  narrative  of  Britan  continued,  with 
a'  defcription  of  the  Grecian  iflands,  of  the 
Italian  and  Gallic  jQiores,  and  clofed  with 
an  account  of  the  tempeft  that  compelled 
bim  to  land  on  the  coaft  of  Iberia.  The 
Idng  of  Lujieaniay  forefeeing  the  future  great- 
nefe  of  the  prince,  fecfetly  envies  him,  but 
piromifes  friendly  aid  in  private^  afligning 
reafons  for  his  inability  to  give  open  fuc- 
cour.  Britan  departs,  and  proceeds  toward 
Gaul^  in  order  to-  view  the  channel  and 
beautiful  ifle,  that  were  deftined  to  perpe- 
tuate his  name.  ^ 
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.  The  hero,  ftill  difguifed,  and  attdaded  by. 
his  tutelary  genius,  trayds  to  the  coafl:  o£ 
Gaul  I  learns  that  the  king  of  that  country^ 
Gallus,  invited  by  an  embafly  from  Iberls^ 
and  inftigated  by  the  Hindu  god  of  battles^: 
had  refolred  to  concur  in  cxtixpating-  the 
Th(3^ni€ians ;  and  is  apprifcd,  that  the  Tar^ 
tejjians  had  adually  aflailed  the  works  ^wiilck 
his  army  had  raifed.  On  this,  he  returns 
with  incredible  celerity ;  while  the  benignant 
genii,  or  fpirits,  permitted  to-  attend  on  fa- 
voured  mortals,  hold  a  fplendid  coQvention. 
in  the  Empyrean.  , 

BOOK   v.  .       ^ 

.  War  is  begun  in  form,  and  various  ac- 
tions of  heroes  are  related ;  the  Indian  god^ 
intermix  in  fight,  and  are  oppofed  by  the 
guardian  fpirits.  Tarttjfus  taken  by  ftorm: 
ia^  council  of  Tyrian  chiefs^  it  is  propofed 
by  IjiUxy  to  leave  the  coaft  vicarious,  Aod 
^il  inftantly  y^  Albion  \  but  the  hnj^raaicfe 


Digitized 


ed  by  Google 


448 
bility  of  that  plan  is  evinced  by  a  meflenger^ 
*who  announces  the  Iiidden  obftrudion  of  the 
ihips.  Britan  then  propofcs,  as  a  meafure 
diftrefsful  but  neceflary,  to  purfue  their  courfc 
with  vigour  througli  Iberia  zxidi  Gau/;  thzt^ 
if  conquered,  they  might  perifh  glorioufly; 
if  conquerors,  might  feize  the  hoftile  galleys, 
and  in  them  pafs  the  channeL  The  propo- 
fal  is  received  with  burfls  of  applaufe,  and 
the  Phcsnician  troops  are  drawn  out  in  com- 
plete array. 

BOOK    VI. 

Various  exploits  and  events  in  battle.  The 
^ftions  of  IndrCy  god  of  air,  with  his  feven 
evil  genii ;  of  Rama^  Belabadra^  Nared^  and 
Car  tic.  The  Tyrians,  in  deep  diftrefs,  ap- 
ply to  Lusus,  who  affifts  them  coldly.  The 
Celts  are  every-where  fxiccefsfulj  and  the 
Gallic  fleet  covers  the  bay. 

book:  VII. 

The  guardian  fpirit  prepares  the  nymph 
Jllbione  for  profperous  events;  encouraged 
Britan^  but  announces  imminent  perils  ^  the» 
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leaves  him  on  pretence  of  affifting  at  certain 
Drmdical  rites*  A  terrible  combat  m  the 
air,  and  at  the  ftraits,  between  the  oppofmg 
gods  and  the  tutelary  angels  j  the  mountain 
is  rent  from  the  mouth  of  the  ftraits,  and 
becomes  a  floating  ifland,  which,  being  fix^d^ 
has  the  name  of  Madera^  and  is  given  to 
Lusus.  The  Thxnlcian  fleet  having  beeji 
with  diflSculty  preferved  from  the  Agnyqftraj  - 
or  fiery  darts  of  Mabefa^  fails  triumphantly 
into  the  Atlantic ^  after  a  furprifing  retreat  of 
the  army  under  the  condud  of  Britan. 

BOOK    VIII. 

The, Druid  returns  with  a  relation  of  ora- 
cular anfwers  in  the  Celtic  teniples,  concern- 
ing the  deftiny  of  Albion^  and  the  Atlantides^ 
or  New  World:  the  future  American  war 
and  the  defence  of  Gibraltar  by  different 
names,  are  obfcurely  fhadowed  in  the  pre- 
didtion.  An  obftinate  naval  fight;  in  which, 
Britan  is  wounded  by  an  arrow  of  fire,  but 
ptoteded  and  carried  from  the  fleet  by  his  \ 
'  attendant  angeL 

it/e-V.II.  GG 
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BOOK    IX.- 

The  genius  tranfports  Britan  to  the  ifle  of 
jtlhion  I  which  is  defcribed  by  its  mountains, 
vales,  and  rivers ;  then  'uninhabited,  except 
by  nymphs  and  beings  of  a  fuperior  order. 
The  palace  and  gardens  oi  AJbionei  who  com- 
pletes the  cure  of  her  lover,  and  acquiefces  in 
his  return  to  the  army ;  having  firft,  at  his 
requeft,  told  her  own  adventures,  and  related 
the  reparation  of  her  ifland  from  the  coaft  of 
Gaul. 

BOOK    X. 

The  Gallic '  army  arrayed  :  the  adlions  of 
their  chiefs.  A  variety  of  diftrefs  involves 
the  Tyrians  by  fea  and  land  j  they  are  driven 
fo  their  works,  aind  enclofed  on  both  fides; 
until  their  prince  appearing  fuddenly  among 
them,  roufes  theit  courage,  and  performs  the 
moft  heroic  achievements,  by  which  the  Icale 
of  fuccefs  is  completely  turned.  This  book 
contains  a  number  of  events  and  epifodes; 
among  them  is  the  death  and  funeral  of 
Melcart,  the  Tyrian  Hercules, 
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BOOK     Xip 

The  Indian  deities  invite  thofe  of  Tyre 
and  Syria  to  co-operate  with  them ;  prophe- 
fying  darkly  the  in^vafion  of  their  empire  by 
the  Croifaders;  they  excufe  themfelves, 
equally  averfe  to  the  Gauls  and  to  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  A  final  conflift;  and  a 
complete  vidory  in  every  element  by  the 
Phoenicians  over  Gallus  and  Iberus^  and  by  th? 
protedting,  over  the  malignant  fpirits.  The 
viftors  land  in  Albion^  fince  called  Britain^ 
on  the  coaft  of  Hama,  now  Hampjhirei  a 
defcription  of  the  triumph,  entertainments, 
apd  fports. 

BOOK     XII. 

The  nuptials  of  Britan  and  Albione^  or, 
allegorically,  of  Royalty  and  Liberty  united 
in  the  conftitution  of  England.  The  attend- 
ing Druidj  appearing  in  his  own  form  and 
in  all  his  fplendour,  predlds  the  glories  of 
the  country,  and  its  difafters  j  but  animates, 
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rather  than  alarms,  the  hero  and  nymph, 
whom  he  confolcS,  whenever  he  afflicts  them; 
he  recommends  the  government  df  tke  In- 
Jians  by  their  own  laws.  .  He  thei;!  flies,  his 
object  being  attkined,  to  theteleftial  regions; 
diey  apply  themfelve*  to  the  regulation  of 
their  domain  and  the  happinefs  of  their  fub*^ 
jcfis. 

'  The  cfifcovery  of  the  British  Isles  by 
the  Tyrians^  is  mentioned  by  Straho^  Dio^ 
doruSy  and  Pliny  ^  and  proved  a^  well  by 
thie  Pbcentcian  monuments  found  in  Ire- 
land, as  by  the  affinity  between  the  Irijh 
and  P»;m:  languages.  Nbwton  places  this 
event  about  the  Eight- hundred-eighty-'third 
year  before  Christ,  and  in  the  twenty-frji 
after  the  taking  of  Troy 

BOOK  I.  . 

Genius,  or  Spirit,  or  tutelary  Power 
Of  virtue-loving  heav'n,  yet  uninvok'd 
By  pix}phet  rapt,  or  bard  in  hallow'd  shjides  ^ 

To  grace  his  native  saiiastrelsy,  though  x)ft 
Thy  cares  for  Britain,  thy  celestial  aid 
.Grateful  hev  «ons.havemarkM  \  if  e'er  thou  lefcist 
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Her  glittVing  ranks  unmatdi'd  o'er  hostile  leld% 
'  Or^  isrhen  her  navies  hurl'd  dismay  through  Gaux^ 
Pointedst  their  light'ning,  and  on  some  teight  mast 
Satst  like  an  eagle  plum'd  with  vktiory', 
Oh  I  fill  this  glowing  bosom',  whilst  I  sing 
Her  charms,  her  glories^  and  thy  love  divine. 

What  Chief,  what  Sage,  what  Heroy  train'd  by  thee^ 
To  wisdom,  first  on  this  delightful  isle 
Struck  his  advent'rous  prow  ?  That  sacred  form 
Of  state,  self-balanc'd,  harmony  sublime, 
Ereedom  with  sovereignty  in  sweet  accord. 
Who  constituted  first?  The  Prince  of  Ttre 
Long  wandering,  long  depressed,  yet  e'er  impell'd 
Right  onward,  till  fair  triumph  bless'd  his  toils^ 
By  godlike  worth  and  beauty's  heav'nly  charm. 

Now  were  his  light^oar'd  galleys  tempest-tost 
To  rich  Tartessus,  on  the  far-sought  shore 
Of  that  proud  realm,  where  Bcetis,  ample  floods 
Rush'd  o'er  the  manors  of  Iberus  old, 
■  Fam'd  for  the  laughing  sheaf,  the  silky  fleece. 
And  many-cTuster'd  vine ;  not  fam*d  her  sons 
For  meek  deportment,  or  the  soothing  voice 
Of  hospitality,  and  reception  mild 
In  sure  abode,  to  strangers  visitant* 

From  Book  vii. 

As  Tibetian  mountains  rise 
Stupendous,  measureless,  ridge  beyond  ridge. 
From  Himolay  below  the  point  far  seen 
Of  Chunialun'y  to  more  lofty  steeps, 
Cambala  vast,  then  loftier  without  bound, 
Till  sight  is  dimm'd,  thought  maz'dj  the  traveller 
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PerplcxM,  Ind  worn  with  toil  each  hour  renew'd. 
Still  through  deep  vales,  and  o'er  rough  crags  proceeds.* 
Thus  on  the  beech,  now  died  with  horrid  gore. 
Warrior  o'er  warrior  tow'ripg,  arms  on  arms. 
Dire  series  press'd }  one  slain,  the  next  more  fierce^ 
Assail'd  the  Tyrim :  he  his  falchion  keen 
Relaxed  not,  but  still  cloth'd  its  edge  with  death, 
DisturbM,  yet  undismayed;  stung,  not  appallM* 
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Appendix.    B. 


PREFjiTORT  DISCOURSE 

TO 

> 

AN   ESSAY  ON  THE   HISTORY    OF 
THE  TURKS. 

There  is  no  people  in  Europe,  which 
has  taifed  the  terror,  and  excited  the  curio- 
fity  of  the  Chriflian  world  more  than  the 
Turks;  nor  any,  I  believe,  of  whofe  true 
genius  and  manners  we  have  fo  imperfc£t  a 
notion ;  for  though  a  great  number  of  tra- 
vellers, and  among  them  fcveral  excellent 
men,  have  from  time  to  time  publilhed  their 
obfervations  on  various  parts  of  the  Turkijh 
empire,  yet  few  of  them,  as  it  evidently  ap- 
pears, underftood  the  languages  that  are 
fpoken  in  it,  without  which  their  knowledge 
could  not  fail  of  being  very  fuperficial  and 
precarious. 
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It  has  generally  happened,  that  the  pcr- 
fons  who  have  refided  among  the  Turks^ 
and  who,  from  theh*  fkill  in  the  Eaftern 
dialects,  have  been  bed  qualified  to  prefent 
us  With  an  exaifl  account  of  that  nation^ 
were  either  confined  to  a  low  fphere  of  life^ 
or  engaged  in  views  of  intereft,  and  but  lit- 
tle addi£fced  to  polite  letters  or  philofophyi 
while  they,  who,  from  their  exalted  ftations 
and  refined  tafte  for  Uter^re,  have  had  both 
the  opportunity  and  inclination  of  penetrat- 
ing into  the.  fecrets  of  Turktjh  policy,  were 
totally  ignorant  of  the  language  ufed  at  Con^ 
Jiantinopk^  and  confequently  were  deftitute 
of  the  fole  means  by  which  they  might  learn, 
with  any  degree  of  certainty,  the  fentioocents 
and  prejudices  of  fo  fingular  a  people:  for 
the  Mahometans^  naturally  ignorant  and  re^ 
ferved  to  men  of  our  religion,  will  difdof^ 
their  opinions  to  thofe  only  who  have  gained 
their  confidence  by  a  long  intimacy  with 
them,  and  the  Greek  fubjeds,  who  have  a 
juft  deteftation  of  their  oppreflbrs,  can  hard- 
ly be  fuppofed  to  fpeak  of  them  with  tolera- 
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ble  candour.  As  to  the  generality  of  inter- 
preters, we  cannot  expert  from  men  of  their 
condition  any  depth  of  res^oning,  or  acute^ 
nefs  of  obfervation ;  if  mere  words  ai;e  all 
they  profefs,  mere  words  muft  be  all  they 
can  pretend  to  know,  , 

It  may  therefore  be  given  aa  a  general 
rule>  that  no  writer  can  exWbit  a  juft  pic- 
ture of  the  manners  of  any  people,  who  hsfi 
not  cither  coaverfed  familiarjy  with  all  ranks 
of  them  for  a  confiderable  time,    or,  by  a 
more  tedious  procefs,  extraded  their  fSenti- 
TOcnts  from  the  books  that  are  written  in  their 
language  j   and  it  is  equally  true,,  that  thiB 
jufteft  defcription   of   the .  Afiatic  manners 
muft  neceffarily  be    given  by  thofe^    who^ 
befides  a  complete  acquaintance  with  Orien-r 
Jal  literature,  have  had  the  advantage  of  a 
long  refidence  in  the  Eaji\  for  which  reafoq, 
the  moft  authentic  account  of  a  Mahametan 
nation,  that  ever  was  publifhed,  is  that  of 
the  Perfians  by  the  traveller  Chardin^  ^ho 
not  only  'had  the  moft  familiar  intercourfe 
for  many   years  with  the  greateft  men  in 
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Jjpahan^  but  was  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  Perfian  hiftories  and  poems,  from  which     - 
he  has  given  us  many  beautiful  extrads. 

We  have  great  reafon  to  regret,  that  no 
relation  of  equal  authority,  has  been  written 
on  the  manners  of  the  I'uris;  for  amon^ 
the  many  narratives  on  that  fubje£t  which 
have  been  prefented  to  the  public,  there  are 
very  few  that  can  be  recommended  to  a  fen- 
fible  reader.     There  are  indeed  fome  works 
in  the  languages  of  Europe^  from  which,  as 
from  Co  many  copioufe  foiirces,  we  may  draw 
a  variety  of  real  knowledge  on  this  head  ;  and 
it  will  not  be  improper  in  this  difcourfe  to 
give  a  lift  of  them,  with  a  few  remarks  on 
each,  before  I  proceed  to  mention  the  Eajf^ 
em  books,  both  printed  and  in  matiufcript, 
from  which  the   materials  of  the  following 
eflay  were  taken.     This  feems  to  me  a  more 
reafonable   and   lefs  oftentatious  method  of 
producing  my  authorities,  than  to  fill  every 
page  with  ufelefs  quotations,  and  references 
to  fe<flions  or  chapters,  which  few  readers 
will  take  the  pains  to  confult. 
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One  of  the  moft  ancient,  and  perhaps  the 
mofl  agreeable  of  thefe  works,  comprifes  the 
four  epijlles  of  Busbec  on  his  embafly  to  So^ 
liman  the  Second^  and  \l\%  oration  on  a  plan  for 
fupporting  a  vigorous  war  againjl  the  Turks  i 
in  ^11  which  pieces,  his  didion  is  extremely 
poliflied  and  elegant,  his  obfervations  judi- 
cious, his  account  of  public  fads  indifjputa- 
bly  true,  and  his  anecdotes  tolerably  authen*- 
tic :  but  by  neglefting  to  make  himfelf  a ' 
<:omplete  maftcr  of  the  Turkijh  language,  v  or 
by  hie  long  confinement  at  Conftantinqple^  he 
omitted  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with 
the  fineft  writers  and  ableft  fcholars,  whom 
khc  Othman  empire  ever  produced,  and 
whofe  beautiful  compofitions  added^a  luftrc 
to  the  reign  of  Soliman. 

The  Turkijb  articles  in  the  vaft  compila«« 
tron  of  M,  D'Herbelot,  arc  of  the  hightft 
authority,  fince  he  drew  them  from  a  num- 
her  of  Eaftern  manufcripts,  many  of  which 
were  compofed  by  Turks  themfelves,  who 
had  at  lead  as  fair  a  chance  of  knowing  their 
own  manners  and  opinions^  as  any  European 
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whatever.  It  is  nm  paffible  to  be  too  latifii 
in  the  praifes  of  that  excellent  work^  whidi 
has  the  uncommon  merit  of  being  no  lefs 
agreeable  than  learned ;  and  though  it  is  dif^ 
pofed  according  to  the  order  of  the  alphabet, 
yet  it  is  fo  judicioully  contrived  by  the  Kelp 
of  references,  that  with  all  the  convenience 
of  a  dictionary,  it  may  be  read  for  the  moft 
part  like  a  regular  treatife. 

The  Hiftory  cf  Timur  or  TamirJanCy  writs- 
tjn  originally  in  Arabicy  by  a  native  of  Iki^ 
mafcusy  and  tranflated  into  French  by  M. 
VattieTy  deferves  to  be  credited,  as  fer  as  it 
relates  to  the  conquefts  of  that  hero  in  the 
Lower  Afia^  and  to  his  war  with  the  fultaa 
Baydzid  the  Firjij  who  was  forced  by  the 
Tartars  to  raife  the,  fiege  of  Confiantinople^ 
The  aifltions  of  Timur  are  related  at  large  in 
this  elegant  work,  which  difplays  a  feichful 
and  interefting  pidure  of  the  AJiatic  man*^ 
ncrs  in  the  fourteenth  century ;  the  author  of 
it  was  contemporary  with  the  Tartarian  war^ 
rior,  and  was  eye-witnefs  of  the  principal 
fads  wliich  he  recprds. 
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•^  The  Tides  t>f  tht'forty  Vifirsy  ttinff«M% 
M4  de  ia  Cf^bi,  ace  alio  lanidoxibcedty  anth«n4 
tie;  andiljou^  tfeey  «eVef7  incle^ntj  arid 
in  fome  parts  triiing^   yiejt  upon  tlic  whole 
they  are  iligenioiiB,  and^^lhew  in  fonief  de- 
gree the  turn  of  'imnd-^of'  the  people  for 
whom  they  were  invented;    but  the  nioft 
ufeful  tranflation  of  a  Turkijh  book  that  has 
yet  appeared,  is  that  in  Itdlian^  of  an  admi- 
rable hiftory  by  the    Mufti  Saadeddin', 
which  reaches   indeed   no    lower  than  the 
teign  of  Belirh  the  Ftrjl ;  but  for  the  beauty 
of  Its  compolition,  and  the  richnefe  of  its 
toatter,  may  be  compared  with  the  fineft  his- 
torical pieces  in  the  languages  of  Europe. 

It  will  feem  ridiculous  to  place  a  TurkiJIo 
diSiionary  among  thefe  authorities ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly true,  that  the  great  repojitorfof  Eajlern 
learnings  compiled  by  Meninski,  contains 
not  only  the  cleareft  explanatiort  of  common 
words,  and  proper  names,  but  exhibits  the  moll 
exafl:  fpecimens  of  the  colloquial  expreffions 
and  forms  of  fpeech  ufed  by  the  Turks;  and 
a  judicious  writer  will  not  fail  to  obferve  the 
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qaimiteft:  pHrafes,  or  even  the  cdtnmotielt 
proverbs  .of  a  natiofst  whom  he-.iotends  to  de- 
fcribe,  fince  they.  fomettmc8  comprife  an  al-*- 
luilon  to  local  ^cuAomei^.ahd  often  include 
fome  maxim  or  received  opinlonj  which  may 
ferve  to  fet  the  char^der  Of  the  people  in  a 
ftriking  light.  It  is  a  ren^ark  of  Mr,  Po^e^ 
in  anfwer  to  a  line  of  Lord  Herveyy  that*^ 
diSionary^  which  gives  us  any  thing  hut  words ^ 
mujl  be  not  only  an  expen/ive,  but  a  very  extra^ 
vagant  one\  yet,  methinks  if  a  didion^ry 
can  be  found,  which  is  not  very  expenjive^  nor 
very  extravagant^  it  cannot  reafonahly  be 
cenfured  for  giving  us  a  little  real  knowledge 
as  well  as  words. 

The  Hijlory  of  the  Turks  by  the  prince  * 

*  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  pay  a  small  tribute  ia 
this  place  to  the  memory  of  that  excellent  man,  by 
vindicating  his  character  from  the  very  unjust  and  ground* 
less  charges  of  M.  de  Voltaire^  who  allows  indeed,  that 
txe  possessed  the  united  talents  of  the  ancient  Greeks^  a 
taste  for  pblite  letters,  and  a  skill  in  the  art  of  war.  He 
adds,  this  Cantemir  was  supposed  to  be  a  descendant  of 
TiniHr^  known  by  the  name  of  Tamerlane^  because 
Tivmr  and  Temir  sound  nearly  alike,  and  because  the 
title  of  Kan^  which  Tanierlane  bore,  is  found  in  the 
name  of  Canieniir*    Now  the  truth  is,  that  the  syllable 
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Ca^TEMIR,  far  fatpafles,  in  authority  and. 
method,  every  work  on  the  fame  fubjeft  in 

Cdnisnot  .♦l\^  kkdrtj  a  title  of  honour,  biit  ^|J  kdn^ 

blood ;  and  the  words  Timur,  or  Terniry  are  used  in- 
differently ip  the  Turkish  language  for  Demir^  that  is 
iron^  which  was  the  precise  meaning  of  Tamerlane^ s 
true  name  :  so  that  Cantemir  literally  signifies  the  blood 
of  Timur ;  and  the  propriety  of  this  name  was  con- 
firmed by  a  Tartarian  chief,  who  assured  penietrius^ 
that  a  prince  of  his  nation,  lineally  descended  from  Tii- 
vierlanCy  had  married  a  Christian  woman,  from  whom 
the  family  of  the  Cantemirs  had  their  origin.  But, 
continues  the  French  historian,  whatever  might  be  the 
lineage  of  Canteviiry  he  owpd  all  his  fortune  to  the 
Turkish  court ;  and  was  no  sooner  invested  in  his  prin- 
cipality of  Moldavia^  than  he  betrayed  the  sultan,  his 
benefactor,  to  the  Russian  emperor,  from  whom  he  had 
hopes  of  greater  gain :  the  Czar^  he  adds,  relying  on 
his  promises,  advanced  in  the  month  of  June  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  HierasuSy  or  the  Pruthy  wh^re,  by 
depending .  on  t^afitemir^  he  met  the  same  hardships, 
that  his  rival  Charles  had  sufl?ered  at  Pulta-va  by  having 
trusted  to  Mazeppa.  It  must  have  cost  this  ingenious 
writer  some  pains  to  have  crouded  so  many  errors  into 
so  few  words.  Cantemir  inherited  an  ample  fortune 
from  his  father,  and  lived  at  Constantinople  in  a  splendid 
retreat,  where  he  amused  himself  with  building  palaces 
near  the  BosphoruSy  and  adorning  them  with  the  finest 
remains  of  old  Grecian  sculpture,  that  could  be  procured : 
while  he  was  engaged  in  these,  and  other  agreeable  pur- 
suits, Brancovany  prince  of  Falachia,  was  accused  of 
holding  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  Czar^  and 
Cantemir y  who  accepted,  mach  agaiftst  his  inclination. 
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any  European  dialed:.     He  was  educated  at 
CMjiantinople^  and  acquainted  from  his  ear- 

the  Xxile  o£  Prince  of  Moldavia,  was  sent  by  the  Turkish 
court  with  orders  to  seize  the  person  of  the  rebel.  As 
ills  revenues  were  not  sufficient  to  support  his  new  dig- 
nity without  some  indulgence  from  the  court,  the  sultan 
promised  to  dispense  with  his  paying  the  usual  fine  * 
upon  his  investiture,  and  to  defray  the  additional  ex- 
pences  that  he  might  incur  on  account  of  the  war;  but 
the  prince  had  no  sooner  reached  the  capital  of  Moldavia, 
than  he  received  orders  from  the  ministers  to  remit  with- 
out delay  the  fines  due  to  the  sultan  and  the  vizir;  to 
collect  provisions  for  an  army  of  sixty  thousand  Turks ^ 
to  complete  the  bridge  over  the  Danube 'j  and  to  march 
in  person  towards  Bender  before  the  festival  of  SL 
George.  The  prince,  on  receiving  these  commands,  with 
which  It  was  not  in  his  power  to  comply,  resolved  to 
join  the  Czar,  and  was  of  signal  service  to  him,  as  it 
appeared  by  the  great  regard,  which  that  monarch  pro- 
fessed for  him  till  thcf  hour  of  his  death.  The  distress 
of  Peter  was  owing  to  his  dependence  on  the  promises 
of  BrancovaUy  who  had  engaged  to  supply  the  Russians 
with  provisions,  yet  remained  an  idle  spectator  of  their 
calamity,  till  their  camp  was  threatened  with  a  famine. 
Thus,  one  of  the  finest  writers  of  our  age  accuses  a 
generous  and  amiable  prince/ of  ingratitude,  avarice,  and 
perfidy,  merely  for  the  sake  of  comparing  him  with 
Mazeppa,  and  bf  drawing  a  parallel  between  the  conduct 
of  Charles  XII.  and  Peter  /.;  and  he  deserves  still 
more  to  be  censured,  for  deviating  knowingly  from  the 
truth,  since  it  appears  from  some  parts  of  his  Goieral 

*  Called  by  t)^  Turks /AOL^   pishkesh. 
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licft  ybuth  with  the  genius  and  niaiincrs  of 
the  Turh;  and  as  he  was  eminently  ikiUed . 
in  the  Arabici  Perfiariy  and  Turkijb  lan- 
guage^ h&  was  enabled  to  .dmw  his  knoW'**: 
ledge  of  their  affairs  froili  the  fountain-head ;. 
for  which  reafon^  if  his  narrative  were  not 
lirather  too  fucciri6l,  arid  if  he  had  dwelt 
fomewhat  longet  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  Eaftern, 
government  and  literature,  or  had  unfolded 
all  the  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  and  decline  of 
die  Othman  empire,  his  work  would  have 
been  complete,  and  my  prefent  attempt  en-' 
tirely  fuperfluous.  As  to  his  piece,  confi<^ 
dered  as  a  literary  performance,  it  contains 
all  the  qualities  which  T^ully  lays  down  as 
neceffary  to  conftitute  a  perfed  hiftory*: 
nothing  is  affetted  in  it  that  has  the  appear- 
ance of  falfehoodj  nor  any  effential  thing 
omitted  that  has  the  leaft  colour  of  truth ; 
there  is  no  reafon  to  fufped  the  writer  either 

History f  that  he  had  read  the  works  of  Cantemlr^  and 
admired  his  character.  See  the  Life  of  Charles  XII\ 
book  y.\  and  the  History  rftkc  Russian  Empire^  voL  i% 
chap.  ii. 

*  Cicero  de  Oratqre,  ii.  15. 
li/i-V.  II.  H  H 
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of  partiality  or  difafFe<aion ;  the  *  order  of 
time  is  accurately  preferved,  and  the  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  remarkable  places  frequently  inferted; 
the  author  gives  his  judgment,  openly,  on  the 
counfels  of  kings  and  generals  ;  fie  relates  the 
circumftances  of  every  memorable  ad: ;  and 
ihews  both  the  caufes  and  confequences  of 
every  important  event:  with  regard  to  the 
perfons,  he  defcribes  the  lives  and  chara£kers 
not  only  of  the  fultans,  but  of  all  the  emi- 
nent men  who  bore  a  confiderable  fliare  in 
the  great  tranfa£tions  of  the  nation :  and  he 
dreffes  the  whole  piece  in  an  eafy,  natural, 
and  flowing  ftyle,  without  afFefting  any 
merit,  but  that  of  clearnefs ;  except  where, 
for  the  fake  of  variety,  he  drops  a  few 
flowery  expreflions  in'  the  Oriental  manner. 
To  which  may  be  added,  (a  qualification  that 
Cicero  feems  to  have  omitted  in  the  pafiage 
juft  referred  to,)  that  he  has  made  his  work 
extremely  agreeable,  and  has  infufed  into  it 
that  exquifite  charm*,  fo  neceflary  in  all 
finifhed     compofitions,    which    makes    the 

*  4»/ATf  oy  x^l  Jyyya,  as  the  Greeks  called  it. 
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reader  leave  it  unwillingly,  and  return  to  it 
■with  eagernefs.     It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  fay, 
after  this  juft  encomium,  that  Cantemir's 
hi/lory  renders  the   compilations  of   Knolles 
and  Rycaut  entirely  ufelefs ;  though  botli  of 
thofe  works  are  well  written,  and  the  former 
even  elegantly  for  the  age  in  which  the  au- 
thor lived  :  yet  I  muft  do  them  the  juftice  to 
acknowledge,  that  I  have  borrowed  feveral 
hints  from  them,  though  I  could  not  make 
any  pofitive  aflertion  upon  their  authority,. 
as  they  were  both  ignorant  of  the  Turkijh 
language ;  and  finoe  a  very  fenfible  writer  * 
obferves  even  df  Flutarcb^  that  though  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  refided  in  Rome  near 
forty  years  at  different  times,   yet  he  feems. 
never  to  have  acquired  a  fufScient  fkill  in  the 
Roman  language  to   qualify  himfelf  for  the 
compiler  of  a  Roman  hiftory,    the  fame  ob- 
jection may  certainly  be  made  to  the  two 
hiftorians   above  mentioned,  one  of  whom 
fpent  moft  of  his  time  in  a  college,  and  the 
other,    though   he   refided    many   years   in 
*  MiddletOD,  in  the  preface  to  his  Life  of  Cicero. 
H  H  2 
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Turkey,  was  forced  tocotiverfewithtlieTlr^rirr 
by  the  help  of  ati  interpreter. 

The  letters  of  a  lady,  famed  for  her  wit 
and  fine  tafte,  are  in  every  body's  hands }  and 
,  are  highly  eftimable,  not  only  for  the  purity 
of  the  ftyle,  and  the  livelinefs  of  the  fentiments, 
but  for  the.  curious  pidhire  they  give  of  the 
^urkijh  manners  in  the  prefent  age,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  women  of  rank  at  Conjiantw 
nople,  whofe  apartments  could  not  beacceffi- 
ble  to  acommon  traveller. 

The  author  of  Objervations  on  the  Gwern^ 
meni  and  Manners  of  the  Xurks  hacl,  from  his 
rcfidence  in  their  metropolis,  and  the  diftin- 
guifhed  part  that  he  bore  in  it,  an  opportuni-' 
ty  of  infpecting  their  cuftoms,  and  forming  a 
juft  idea  of  their  charader..  It  is  a  Cngular 
pleafure  to  me  to  find  many  of  my  fentiments^ 
confirmed  by  the  authority  of  fo  judicious  a 
writer;  nor  do  I  defpair,  if  this  eflay  fliould 
fell  into  his  hands,  of  giving  hin^  a  more  fa- 
vourable opinion  of  the  ^urkifh  language^ 
which  he  fuppofes  to  be  formed  of  the  very 
dregs  of  the  Perfian  tf^i  Arabian,  tongues  i  and 
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a  higher  notion  of  the  P^fian  poetiy,  which, 
lie  obferves,  it  is  almoft  impoffible,  as  far  as 
be  can  find,  for  the  beft  tranflator  to  convert 
even  into  common  fenfe*. 

But  the  lateft,  and,  perhaps,  the  moft  curi-, 
ous  publication  on  the  fubje£t  of  the  Turks, 
was,  A  Treatife  on  Tastes,  written  in  Turi-^ 
ijh^  in  the  year  173 1,  and  tranflated  two  years 
ago  by  a  foreign  nobleman,  who  added  to  it 
a  very  fenjible  preface,  and  learned  notes.  It 
was  the  objeft  of  this  little  work  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Otbman  court  the  military  dif- 
cipline  of  the  Chrijiians^  and  to  difplay  the  ad- 
vantage of  that  artful  difpofition  of  their  troops, 
by  which  the  timorous  and  fufpeftcd  men  are 
put  under  a  neceffity  of  fighting,'  even  againft 
their  will ;  a  difpofitiop,  which  Hannibal^  and 
other  great  matters  in  the  art  of  war,  have  fol- 
lowed with  fuccefs,  and  which,  if  we  believe 
Horner^  was  even  as  ancient  as  the  fiege  of 
Troy: 

The  horse  and  chariots  to  the  front  assigo'd ; 
The  foot,  the  strength  of  war,  he  rang'd  behind ; 

*  Second  Edit.  p.  33. 
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The  middle  space,  suspected  troops  supply. 
Enclosed  by  both,  nor  left  the  po\rer  to  fly. 

Pope's  lUady  iv.  342. 

The  whole  treatife  is  entertaining  and  in- 
llruftive;  and  though  it  is  very  imperfed, 
and  often .  erroneous  whei:e  the  Chrijiians  are 
mentioned,  yet  it  [^fupplied  me  with  many 
important  lights,  in  my  enquiry  concerning 
the  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  and  decline  of  ^  the 
Turkifh  empire, 

Thefe  are  the  principal  works  in  the  lan- 
guages of  Europe^  that  have  fallen  into  my 
hands,  on  the  fame  fubjed  with  the  foUovying 
jE^j/;  and,  though  I^^have  borrowed  very 
freely  from  them  all,  yet  by  making  this  ge- 
neral 'acknowledgment  of  my  obligations  to 
them,  1  obviate,  I  think,  any  objedion  that 
can  be  made  on  that  head,  and  cannot  juftly 
be  reputed  a  plagiary,  if  to  the  paflages  taken 
from  others,  I  add  a  furies  of  remarks  peculiar 
to  myfelf.  J  very  foon  defifted  from  my 
fearch  after  the  other  books  on  the  Turkifh 
affairs,  in  the  French  and  Italian  languages; 
for,  after  having  run  over  a  great  number  of 
them,  I  found  them  to  contain  little  more  than 
the  fame  fadts,  which  are  related  more  ele- 
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gantly  by  the  above-mentioned  authors,  with 
the  addition  of  fome  idle  fables  and  imperti- 
nent projeds.  As  to  the  Greek  writers  of  the 
Byzantine  hiftory,  who,  have  given  us  an  ac- 
count of  the  T/^riJi,  it  was  the  lefs  necelTary  to 
examine  them  with  attention,  as  Knolks  seems 
to  have  reduced  them*  to  their  quinteflence;  and 
indeed,  the. generality  of  thofe  hiftorians  were 
more  attentive  to  the  harmony  of  their  pe- 
riods, and  the  beauty  of  their  expreffions,  than 
either  to  the  truth  of  the  fadts  which  they  re- 
lated, or  to  the  folidity  of  the  remarks  jdeduced 
from  them.  They  were  no  longer  thofe  ex- 
cellent Greeks,  whofe  works  remain  to  this 
age,  as  a  perfed  example  of  the  nobleft  fenti- 
ments  delivered  in  the  purefl:  ftyle: '  they  feem- 
,cd  to  think,  that  fine  writing  confifted  in  a 
florid  exuberance  of  words,  and  that,  if  they 
pleafed  the  ear,  they  were  fure  to  fatisfy  the 
heart:  they  even  knowingly  corrupted  the 
AJiatic  names,  to  give  them  a  more  agreeable 
found*,,  by  which  they   have  led  their  fuc- 

*  Thus  they  changed  Tognd  Beg  into  Tangrolipixy 
and  Azzdddbi  \  into  Azatines. 

f  .^fj)]y^  the  strength  of  religion. 
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ccflbrs  kto  a  number  of  ridiculous  errors^ 
and  have  given  tlicjir  hiftorics  the  air  of  a 
romance. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  books,  which  the 
Turks  themfelves  have  written  on  their  owii 
affairs,  it  will  be  neceflkry  to  malce  a  digref- 
fion  on  their  literature  In  general,  left  the  opi- 
nion which  moft  men  entertain  of  the  ^urkifh 
ignorance^  fliould  induce  fome  of  them  to  fuf- 
peCt  the  authority  of  thefe  works,  or  even  to 
doubt  of  their  e?(iftence. 

It  is  a  ridiculous  notion,  then,  which  pre- 
vails among  us,  that  ignorance  is  a  principle  of 
the  Mohammedan  religion^  and  that  the  Koran 
Inftruds  the  T^urks  not  to  be  inftrufted.  I 
have  heard  many  fenfible  men  inveighing 
againft  the  mean  policy  of  Mohammed^  who 
they  fay  commanded  his  followers  to  be  ig- 
norant, left  they  Ihould  one  day  or  other  learn 
that  he  had  impofed  upon  them.  There  is 
not  a  fliadow  of  truth  in  this:  Mobammednot 
only  permitted  but  advifed  his  people  to  ap- 
ply themfelves  to  learping^  He  fays  cxprefsly 
in  his  ftrange  book,  where  there  are  many 
fine  ideas  mixed  with  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  that 
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the  man  'who  has  knowledge  for  his  portion^  hat 
received  a  valuable  gift  j  and  among  his  fay--, 
ings,  which  were  preferved  by  his  intimate 
friends,  and  are  now  confidered  as  authentic, 
there  are  feveral  which  recommend  learning; 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms  j  as,  theinkoftbelearni* 
ed  and  the  blood  of  martyrs  are  of  equal  value 
in  heaven,  and  learning  is  permitted  to  all  be^ 
lievers  both  male  and  female :  not  to  mcntioa 
that  precept  of  his,  which  is  well  known. 
Seek  le^ningy  though  it  were  in  China. 

There  would  be  no  end  of  quoting  all  the 
^riking  expreffions  of  this  fingular  man,  and 
the  ableft  profeflbrs  of  his  religion,  in  praife 
of  knowledge  and  letters;  indeed  we  all  know, 
no  modern  nation  was  ever  more  addicted  to 
learning  of  every  kind  than  the  Arabians  ^ 
they  cultivated  fome  branches  of  fcience  with 
great  fuccefs,  and  brought  their  language  to  a 
high  degree  of  clearnefs  and  precifion;  a  proof 
that  they  had  not  only  men  of  tafte,  but  even 
many  philofophcrs  among   them;    for,  that 
language  will  always  be  moft  clear  atid  pre- 
cife,  In  which  moft  works  of  real  philofophy 
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have  been  written.  We  are  willing  alfo  to 
allow,  that  the  Perfians  have  been  a  polite  -* 
and  ingenious  people,  which  they  could  not 
have  been  without  a  fufEcient  culture  of  their 
talents.  They  lay  for  a  long  time  aftoniflied 
and  ftupified  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Mo^ 
bammedan  arms ;  but  when  they  began  to  re- 
vive,, and  had  embraced  the  religion  of  their 
conquerors,  they  followed  their  natural  bent, 
and  applied  themfelves  with  great  eagernefs 
to  the  improvement  of  their  language ;  which 
was  by  that  time  grown  very  rich  by  itsmix- 
ture  with  the  Arabic.  We  are  no  lefs  can- 
did to  the  Indians^  whom  we  know  to  have 
been  a  wife  and  inventive  nation ;  we  read 
with  pleafure  their  fables  of  Pilpai\  we  adopt 
their  numerical  charaders;  we  divert  and 
ftrengthen  our  minds  with  their  game  of  Chefs\ 
and  of  late  years,  we  have  condefcended  to 
look  into  their  writings ;  but  by  a  ftrange  de- 
gree of  obftinacy,  we  perfift  in  confidering 
the  Turks  as  rude,  favage,  and  not  only  un- 
,  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of  leai'niiig, 
but  even  its  avowed  perfecutors; 
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This  prejudice,  abfurd  as  it  may  feem,  is  of 
-very  ancient  growth  ;  it  was  firftlnrought  into 
Europe  at  that  memorable  period,  when  let- 
ters began  to  revive  in  the  weft  j  ahd  has  con- 
tinued to  this  day  without  any  diminution. 
It  was  the  fafliion  in  that  age  to  look  upoa 
every  perfon  as  barbarous,  who  did  not  ftudy 
the  philofophy  of  the  old  Acadeihy ;  and  be- 
caufe  the  Turks  had  driven  the  Greeks  from 
their  country,  it  was  immediately  concluded 
that  they  perfecuted  even  the  language  and 
learning  of  that  nation. 

It  is  certain,  indeed,  that  the  Turks  were 
for  many  years  wholly  addii^ed  to  arms ;  but 
when  they  had  fecured  their  conquefts  in  jflfia^ 
and  efpecially  when  they  were  fettled  at  Con^. 
Jiantinople^  they  began  to  cultivate  every  fpe- 
cies  of  literature ;  and  their  fultans  often  fet 
them  the  example.  At  that  time,  they  were 
fo  fenfible  of  the  high  polifh  which  learning 
gives  to  the  manners  of  every  nation,  that 
they  reflected  with  difdain  on  their  ancient 
rudenefs;  and  one  of  the  b'eft  poets,  quoted 
by  Mf  d'Herbelot^  fa\  s,  although  the  rude  dif- 
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fojitim  of  the  Tnrk&feemed  to  be  a  SJhrder  (hat 
had  no  remedy^  yet  when  they  dijperfed  tbejctoud^ 
4>f  ignorance  with  the  Jiudy  of  polite  letters^, 
many  of  them  became  a  light  to  the  worId\ 
But  here  we  muft  be  underftood  to  fpeak 
.merely  of  poetry,  rhetoric,  moral  philofophy, 
hiftory,  and  the  left  abftruffe  parts  pf  knpw- 
Jedge ;  for  we  muft  confefs,  and  the  Afiatias 
confefs  themfelvesy  that  they  are  far  inferior 
to  the  natives  of  Europe  in  every  branch  of 
pure  and  mixed  mathematics,  as  well  as  in  the 

*  In  Turkish, 

^>^'      -?/      ^       ^/ 

But  this  opinion  is  contradicted  by  a  satirist ^  luho  asserts  thi^t^ 
if  a  Turk  excelled  in  every  branch  of  science,  and  were 
the  ablest  scholar  of  his  age,  yet  a  certain  rudeness  would 
ever  adhere  to  his  disposition. 
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sttts  of  painting  and  fculpture,  which  thdr  t^ 
llgion  forbids  them  to  cultivate:  a  very  ab- 
furd  piece  of  fuperftition !  which  the  PerfioJU 
and  Indians  wifely  negle6tcd,  as  they  knew- 
that  their  legiflator  prohibited  the  imitation  of 
vlfible  objects  to  the  j4raAs  of  his  ^e,  left, 
they  fhould  relapfe  into  their  recent  folly  of 
adoring  images ;  and  that  when  the  reafon  pf 
the  law  entirely  ceafes,  the  law  itfclf  ought 
alfo  to  cejife.  They  begin,  however,  to  imi- 
tate our  ftudies;  and  they  would  undoubtedly 
have  made  a  confiderablc  progrefs  in  the  fci- 
ences,  if  the  prefs  at  Conjlantinople  lud  not 
failed  upon  the  death  of  Ibrahim^  an  officer  of 
the  Porte,  and,  what  was  more  fmgular,  a 
very  learned  and  able  printer,  whofc  place  has 
hot  yet  been  fupplied.  This  enterprifmg 
Turk^  who  had  learned  Latin  by  his  own  in- 
duftry,  and  was  no  contemptible  writer  in  his 
native  language,  founded  a  fet  of  Arabic  types^ 
and  printed,  under  the  protedion  of  the  court, 
feveral  pieces  of  Oriental  hiftory,fome  treatifes 
,of  geography  with  maps,  and  an  eflay  of  his 
own  upon  the  military  difcipline  of  the  Euro^ 
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feans^i   but  none  of  his  countrymen  have 
continued  his  projcft;  becaufe  it  is  impoffible 
to  underftand  the  claflical  writings  of  the  Turks 
without  more  than  a  moderate  knowledge  of 
Perfian  and  Arabic^  to  which  none  can  pre- 
tend, who  have  not  made  thofe  languages  their 
particular  ftudy  for  many  years;  and  this  is 
no  doubt  the  reafon,  why  there  are  fewer  men 
of  letters  among  the  Turks  than  among  us ; 
for  though  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Greek  and  Roman  authors  is  neceflary  to  fup- 
port  the  chsuraftcr  of  a  fcholar,  yet  a  very 
flight  tindure  of  the  ancient  languages  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  a  popular  writer,  and  fcarcely  any 
k  requifite  for  a  fuperficial  reader. 

The  Mabammedans  in  general  are  paflion- 
ately  fond  of  hiftory,  and  not  lefs  fo  of  that 
mifcellaneous  kind  of  learning  whjeh  the 
Greeks  called  wWiLd^Bict,  or  a  general  know- 
ledge  of  a  vaft  variety  of  fubjeds.-f-     The 

*  See  a  catalogue  of  the  books  printed  by  Ibfahinij  at 
the  end  of  this  discourse. 

f  This  kind  of  learning  was  called  varia  eruditio  by 
the  Romans^  among  whom  Farro  was  the  most  eminent 
for  it.    The  most  curious  and  entertaining  works  of  this 
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lurks  have  more  hiftorical  pieces  in  their  Ian-, 
guage,  than  moft  European  nations ;  and  we 
may  judge  of  their  erudition  by  the  large 
work  compofed  in  the  feventeenth  century  by^ 
Catibzddeh,  which  contains  an  accurate .  ac*- 
covint  of  all  the  books  that  had  been  .written 
till  his  time  in  Turkijhy  Arabic^  and  Per-^ 
Jian.^ 

Thefe  works  are  very  imperfectly  known 
in  Europe  I  for  though  Donado^  a  fenator  of 
Venice,  and  ambaflkdor  from  that  ftate  to  the 

natuire  are,  the  Bajiquet  of  AthenauSy  the  Nights  of  Au^ 
liuiGeUtuSfZndthe  Chiliads  of  Tzetzes ;  hvX  xhA  Arabia 
ans  were  fonder  of  this  various  eimditioii  than  any  peo- 
ple whatever.  This  species  of  writing  begins  to  grow 
contemptible  among  us,  since  nothing  can  be  more  tri- 
fling than  to  transcribe  our  common-place  book,  and 
nothing  more  easy  than  to  quote  a  multitude  of  authors  in 
the  margin. 

*  The  title  of  this  book  is  My^\  ,^J±/  Cashfo'zo^ 
nufiyOr  the  Discovery  of  Opinions;  but  it  might  justly  be  intitled, 

.^jTrOL    or,  A  comprehensive  View  of  the  Learning  of 

the  Arahsy  Persians^  and  Turks, — M.  d'Hcrhdot  has  insert- 
ed the  best  part  of  this  work  in  his  Bihliotheqiie  Ori.n  ah\ 
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Porf e,  piiblifhed  a  fliort  eflay  in  Italian  od  ttid 
Uterature  of  the  Turks ^  yet  he  knew  little  or 
nothing  of  their  language,  and  took  all  his  ac* 
counts  of  their  books  from  an  iiiterprttcr,  who 
led  him  into  fereral  miflakesi 

The  golden  age  of  the  Tutkijb  learnings 
was  the  reign  of  Soliman  the  Second,  ot  l^he 
Legtjlator,  in  the  fixteenth  century :  and  in- 
deed the  moft  ihining  period  in  the  hiftory  of 
any  nation  muft  certainly  be  that^  in  which.* 
the  example  of  the  fovereign  gives  the  no- 
bles a  turn  for  letters,  and  in  which  a  repu- 
tation for  knowledge  opens  a  way  to  riches 
and  honour. 

Alt  Chelebu  who  wtote  a  very  celebrated 
book  of  morality,  was  appointed  Molla^  or  ec- 
clefiaftical  judge  of  Adrianopk^  and  had  he. 
lived,  would  have  been  raifed  to'  the  dignity 
of  Mufti,  or  fupreme  interpreter  of  the  law.. 
He  had  fpent  feveral  years  in  compofing  an 
elaborate  paraphrafe  of  Pilpats  Fables^  iri 
which,  however,  he  was  a  clofe  imitator  of 
an  excellent  Perfian  author,  named  CaJbeH^ 
His  work,  which  he  intitled  Homaiun  Ndmeh, 
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contains  fourteen  fedions  in  profc  and  verfe, 
and  a  very  elegant  introdudion,  and  an  enter- 
taining  preface.     I  may  juftly  aflert,  that  it 
comprifes  all  the  beauties  of  the  Turkijh  lan- 
guage ;  but  it  is  fo  mixed  with  Ferfian  and 
Arabic  phrafes,  that  a  Turk  of  no  education 
wo^ld  not  be  able  to  read  a  page  of  it.     A 
beautiful  copy  of  this  book  is  preferved  in  the 
Britijh  Mufeum^  among  the  manufcripts  of 
Sir  Hans  Sloane'^x  and  it  would  be  highly 
ufeful  to  any  perfon^  who  had  accefs  to  that 
colledion,  and  wifhed  to  learn  Turkijhi  efpe- 
cially  as  part  of  it  has  been  tranilated  into 
French^  and  part  very  elegantly  into  Spam/by 
by  the  help  of  which  tranflations  he  might 
purfue  his  ftudy  with  incredible  eafe,  provid- 
ed that  he  had  a  moderate  knowledge  of  Ara^ 
bic^  which  may  truly  be  called  the  bails  and 
groundwork  of  Eaftern  learning. 

This  is  the  principal  fyftem  of  Ethics  among 

*  No.  3586.  In  the  same  collection,  No.  5456,  is  a 
very  agreeable  romance^  intitled,  the  Life  pf  Abu  Sina^ 
by  Hasjafif  preceptor  to  Morad  the  Third.  Both  these 
books,  as  well  as  the  rest,  which  follow,  are  often  cited  by 
Meninsku 

Ufe^N.  IL  1 1 
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the  Turis^  if  wc  except,  perhaps,  a  mord 
work  on  the  duties  oftHan^  intitled,  Icsiri  dtvlety 
which  feems  alfo  to  be  written  in  a.  very 
polifhed  ftylc.  The  I'ales  of  the  Forty  Vtfirs, 
eompofed^by  a  preceptor  of  Moradxht,  Second, 
are  amufing  and  ingenious;  but  as  they  are 
not  retaarkable  for  any  beauty  of  language, 
they  do  not  deferve  to  be  mentioned  as  a  claf- 
fical  work ;  fmce  an  elegance  of  didlion,  as 
well  as  a  loftinefs  of  fentiment,  are  neceffary 
to  conftitute  a  fine  piece  of  writing* 

The  hobleft  hiftorical  work  in  the  Turkijb 
language  was  compofed  by  Saadeddin^  who 
was  Mufti  of  Conjiantinople  in  the  reign  of 
Mbrad  the  Third,  It  contains  the  hiftory  of 
the  Otbmans^  from  the  founder  of  that  fa- 
mily to  Selim  L  This  elegant  work  has  been 
tranilated  into  Italian  by  a  very  able  interpre- 
ter of  the  Eajiern  languages ;  and  the  excel- 
lent prince  Cantemir  has  inferted  the  fubftancc 
of  it  in  his  hiftory  of  the  Turks. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  other  hiftories 
in  Turkijh^  fome  of  the  whole  Othman  family, 
and  fome  only  of  diftin£t  reigns  j  as  Solimam 
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Ndmch,  the  Life  of  Solim&ni  Selim  N^meh, 
the  Life  of  Selim ;  and  many  more,  which  are 
highly  efteemed  by  the  Turks  themfelves : 
yet  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  ftyle  of  thefe 
writers,  and  principally  of  Saadeddin^  by  no 
means  anfwers  to  our  ideas  of  the  fimple  and 
graceful  diftion,  the  kind  of  writing  which 
Cicero  commends,  diffufedy  expanded^  andfiow-- 
ing  with  a  natural  f moot hnefs\  on  the  contrary, 
moft  of  their  figures  are  fo  extravagant,  and 
many  of  their  expreffions  fo  ridiculoufly  bom-^ 
baft,  that  an  European  muft  have  a  very  lin- 
gular tafte,  who  can  read  them  either  with 
pleafure  or  patience^ :  but  fuch  is  the  genius 
of  the  nation;  and  we  can  no  more  wonder, 
that  their  rules  of  compofition  are  different 
from  burs,  than  that  they  build  their  palaces 
of  wood,  and  fit  on  fofas  inftead  of  chairs* 

,  *  Thus  a  Turkish  historian,  instead  of  saying  that  a 
prince  was  just  and  pious,  tells  us  that  the  footstool  of  his 
sovereignty  was  decked  with  the  ornament  of  piety,  and 
the  throne  of  his  dignity  embellished  with  the  rich 
mantle  of  justice ; — Rutbeti  khilafetleri  zineti  tekwa  ileh 
aristeh,  we  seriri  seltanetleri  hilyei  maadilet  ilehpirksteh; 
the  two. members  of  which  sentence  end  like  a  poetical 
couplet,  with  siopiilar  sounds. 

Hi 
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The  Byzantine  hiftorians  cannot  be  fo  calu^ 
cxcufed;  they  had  the  fineft  models  of  com - 
polition  before  them,  which  they  negleded : 
but  the  Turks  cannot  be  condemned  for  de- 
parting from  a  flandard  of  tafte,  of  which  they 
were  wholly  ignorant 

It  is  by  no  means  true,  however,  that  the 
AJiatic  hiftories  arc  no  more  than  chronicles, 
and  contain  no  fenfible  remarks  on  the  con- 
duft  of  princes,  whom  they  confider,  we  are 
told,  as  fomething  more  th?in  mortal ;  there 
are,  indeed,  many  dull  compilations  in  the  lan- 
guages of  jifia,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  Europe  \ 
but  the  moft  approved  hiftorians  of  the  Eaft 
interfperfe    their    narratives   with    excellent 
maxims,  and  boldly  interpofe  their  judgment 
on  the  counfels  of  minifters,  and  the  anions 
of  monarch*,    unlefs    when   they  fpeak    of 
very  recent  events,  and  living  char^dters,  on 
.which  occafions  they  are  more  circumfped: 
and  probably  Saadeddin  continued  his  hiftory 
no  lower   than  the  reign  oi  Selim^  that  he 
might  not  be  reftrained  in  his  reflexions  by 
any  fear  of  giving  ofience. 
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I  have  not  yet  been  fortunate  enough  to 
meet  with  the  valuable  work  of  Alt  Efendi^ 
containing  the  hiftoiy  of  the  lives  of  Mobam-^ 
med  11.  Bayazid  11.  ^elim^  and  Solimdn^  of 
which  Prince  Cantemir  gives  fo  high  an  enco- 
mium ;  *'  This  hook^  (fays  he,)  ivhtch  is  ex^ 
**  tremely  fcarce^,  contain^  every  quality  of  an 
**  ^cellent  bijtqry  \  a  noble  fimplicity  of  Jiyle^  a 
"  warm  love  of  truth  ^' and  an  abhorrence  ofjlat^ 
^^tery. — I  am  indebted  to  tbis  autborf_{contU 
'*  nues  the  Prince,)  for  many  fir  iking  ^ciffagei 
"  in  my  own  piece. *^- 

The  Turks  have  alfo  many  treatifes  on, 
their  government^  lawsy  and  military  injtitutions^ 
which,  if  they  were  tranflatgd  into  iomtEurOi^ 
pean  language,  would  throw  a  wonderful  light 
on  the  manners  qf  this  extraordinary  nationj^ 
and  prefent  us  with  a  full  view  of  their  rea\ 
charaden 

One  of  the  moft  curious  manufcrlpts  that 
I  have  feen  in  the  Turkijb  language,  is  a  very 
long  roll  of  filky  paper*,  containing,  as  it 
were,  a  map  of  the  AJiatic  hiftory  from  the 
carlicft  times  to  Selim  the  Second:  the  namevS 
•  Bo41.  Marsh,  156. 
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of  all  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  kings,  fultans, 
and  califs,  who  at  any  time  flouriftied  in 
AJta^  arc  fet  down  in  a  genealogical  order,  in 
which  the  chronology  alfo  is  carefully  obr 
ferved  j  and  a  fummary  account  of  their  lives 
and  adtions  is  added  to  mod  of  them.  The 
writer  of  it  is  more  explicit  with  regard  to  the 
Othman  family.  I  took  care  to  conapare  his 
remarks  with  my  other  materials.  The  whole 
wort  is  beautifully  tranfcribed ;  an4  the  name 
of  Mohammed  in  particular,  is  adorned  with  a 
garland  of  tulips  and  carnations,  painted  in 
the  brighteft  colours. 

Jn  the  fame  colleftion  with  the  preceding 
work*,  is  An  Hijlory  of  the  OthmanSy  ffom  the 
founder  of  that  race,  to  Bayazid  the  Second: 
it  is  finely  preferved,  and  written  in  an  eafy 
ftyle.  The  prefatory  chapter  contains  a  juft 
/encomium  of  the  firft  Turkijh  fult^ris,  whofe 
jBminent  abilities  were  a  principal  caufe  of 
the  greatnefs  pf  their  empire. 

There  is  another  work  ^mong  Ooltus^s  ma- 

*  No.  313.  Most  of  the  manuscripts  in  this  vaUiable 
.collection  of  Marshy  brionged  to  the  .very  learned 
OoHus^  who  has  written  notes  in  the  margins  with  a  black 
pencil. 
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aufcriptat,  which  has.  been  cxtrewely  ULfcfiil 
to  me.     It  is  a  regifter  of  all  the  officecs  of 
ftate,  the  fervaats  of  the  court,  and  the  Turk" 
ijh  foi-ceS,  both  by  land  and  fea,  with  the  daily 
and  yearly  expences  of  fupporting  them,  as 
they  were  eftablifhed  in  the  reign  of  Ahmed 
the  Fijfjij  at  the  opening  of  the  laft  century : 
the  fecond  part  contains  an  enumeration  of 
all  the  Othman  fubjedls  in  Europe  and  AJia^ 
who  hold  their  eftates  by  a  military  tenure ; 
with  the  exadl  number  of  foldiers  tbat  each 
province  and  diftrid  can  produce.     As  this 
regifter  was  copied  from  an  original  in  the 
imperial  treafury,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of    * 
its  authenticity.     But  the  beft  modern  hijlories 
of  the  Turks  are  thofe  printed  by  Ibrahihiy  in 
the  middle  of  the  prefent  century,  which,  to- 
gether with  feveral  other  fruits  of  that  prin- 
.  ter's  induftry,  were  brought  from  Cohjiahtt^ 
nopky  by  a  late  excellent  ambaflador,  and  pre- 

*  Marsh.  454.  GoHus  has  written  the  fqltewing  title 
to  this  book :  Imperii  Osmanicif  Canon,  continens  qu« 
et  quibixs  stipendia  solut^a  fuerint,  inakperante  Ahmkde  ; 
pnde  patet  quae  sit  imperii  illius  potentia,  Turcica,  ex 
.^utographo  imperiali  descriptum, 

I  In  Turkish  .  ♦  J  a?  ^ 
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feated  to  the  R^al  Society,  in  whofe  }Xhnxj 
they  are  preferved. 

l^e  moft  agreeable  of  them  is  called  by 
die  florid  title  of  Guljbeni  Kbolafa*^  or  tbe 


.  /^-^  ^OJf^ 


•In Turkish 'Ui^    ^^^3/ 

Th«  author  of  this  fine  If ork  was  ^^j  ♦  tfjCi]     J^ 

Naxmi  Tiada  Bfindi^  who  se(^9  to  h^ve  been  ^n  high  fa? 
▼our  with  the  Ulema,  or  Lawyers  and  EccUiiasiics  of  his 
age.  The  Mufii^  and  the  two  Chief  Justices  of  Asia  and 
Murope,  wrote  the  most  profuse  encomiums  of  it,  which 
are  prefixed  to  the  book.  That  of  the  Mufti  has 
something  so  ridiculously  bombast  in  it,  that  the  reader 
will  perhaps  be  pleased  to  see  It  literally  trauslate4i 
as  it  will  give  him  an  idea  of  the  flowery  style  of  the 
Asiatics :— , 

K  >^Vr  c^^J/*;  ^.^)>f^  v^;^^  c^,> 

f^>vy  Ar'"  ^yy  ^-^^^  /^r^  ^v^<^< 
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Rofe-garden  of  the  Califs^  and  comprifes,  in  a 
thin  volume  in  folio,  a  very  elegant  hiftory  of 
the  Tz^r j^^  nadon,  from  the  Califs  of  the 
houfe  of  Abhas,  one  of  whom  imprudently 
eftablift^d  a  militia  of  young  Turks ^  to  the 
year  of  Christ  1717,  when  Ahmed  the  Se- 
condiaX  on  the  Otbman  throne. 

The  next  is  an  Hiftory  of  the  Turkijb  Em^ 
pire^  £fom  the  year  1591,  hj  Naima^ ;  it  is 
printed  in  two  large  volumes,  and  the  conti- 
nuation of  it  by  Rajbed  Efendtf  fills  two' 
more;  the  fifth  volume  was  kidded  by  another 
hand,  and  brings  it  down  to  1728,  two  years 
before  the  rebellion,  and  the  depofition  of 
Sultan  Ahmed.     This  excellent  work  contains 

As  this  noble  volume  and  elegant  compilation  records 
past  events,  and  lays  open  the  causes  of  succeeding  tran^* 
actiohs  ^  the  pure  streani  of  sense,  that  flows  frpm  the 
springs  of  its  expressions,  and  the  flowers  of  perspi- 
.  puity,  that  arise  from  the  borders  of  its  rhetoric,  toge- 
ther with  the  splendour  of  those  chiefs,  who  fought  for 
the  faith  and  the  empire,  and  the  fragrant  roses  of  the 
fame  of  those  valiant  heroes,  are  worthy  of  the  attention 
ofall  intelligent  men,  and  deserve  the  inspection  of  the 
4iscerning  reader. 

#  In  Turkish   1^*        f  ^jCi]  A^j- 
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A  narrative  of  all  the  memorable  events  thsct 
happened  in  the  dominions  of  the  8ultan»^r 
^  period  $fab9ve  an  hundred  /and  thirty  years ; 
the  embaffies  from  all  foreign  powers,,  among 
whom  the  Englijb  are  mentionodwith  r^ard; 
the  reigns  of  eleven  Qtbman  emperors,  from 
the  death  of  Morddlll.  tp  the  laft  great  fedi- 
tiotx  ?x  Conftantinople ;  th|5  lives  and  characters 
of  thje  mod  eminent  vifiers,  and  learned  men^ 
^ho  jBouriihed  in  thofe  reigns )  together  with 
a  view  of  the  affairs  of  A/ia^  and  evei>  of  Eu- 
rope^  according  to  the  notion  that  the  Turk^ 
have  of  them ;  which  may  fcrve  to  ftiow  how 
far  their  intelligcncexeaches,  ^nd  in  what  lighf 
they  confider  the  genius,  manners,  ^d  influ- 
ence of  the.  Cbrijlian  world  -,  we  muft  not  be 
difgqfted  at  their  falfe  and  abfurd  opinions  con-* 
cerning  us;  fmcc  the  lefs  they  know  of  our 
cotmfels  and  interefts,  ^nd  even  the  lefs  re- 
fpe£t  they  have  for  us,  the  greater  advantage 
we  (hall  obtain  in  our  tranfadions  with  themj 
and  the  lefs  they  are  apprifed  of  pur  real  force, 
the  fewer  provifions  will  they  Have  made 
againft  it,  whenever  we  ihall  chufe  to  exert  it. 
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For  my  part,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  ^ 
jufter  notion  of  the  government,  laws,  and 
policy  of  the  Turksj  may  be  formed  by  an  at- 
tentive perufal  of  Naima's  Hijlory,  than  ca^ 
be  acquired  from  all  the  relations  of  our  JBi^- 
ropean  travellers  j  and  that  a  fingle  Volume  of 
it,  accurately  tranflated,  would  be  more  ufe- 
jEul  to  us,  than  the  vaft  colleSions  of  Rycaut 
and  Knolles^  to  which,  however,  I  readily  allow 
the  praife  that  they  deferve. 

It  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  that  having 
drawn  my  materials  from  thefe  plentiful 
fources,  I  mean  to  prefgnt  the  public  with  a 
.  complete  hijtory  of  the  Turks  j  but  I  refleded, 
that  afnong  the  numerous  events  which  muft 
be  recorded  in  the  general  hiftory  of  any  na- 
tion, there  are  very  few  which  feem  capable 
of  yielding  either  pleafure  or  inflxudion  to  a 
Judicious  reader,  who  defires  to  be  acquainted 
with  p^ft  tranfaftions,  not  becaufe  they  have 
happened^  but  becaufe  he  hopes  to  derive  from 
them  fome  ufeful  leiTon,  for  the  condud:  of 
his  life.  It  feemed,  therefore,  more  refpeftful 
(o  the  public,  and  it  was  far  more  agreeable  to 
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mj  own  inclination,  to  trace  out,  in  the  form 
©f  an  eflay,  the  great  outlines  onfy  of  the  Turk^ 
ijb  biftory^  leaving  all  its  minuter  parts  to  be 
coloured  by  fome  abler  pendU  and  perhaps 
the  moft  interefting  of  them  to  be  filled  up  by 
my  rough  crayon,  as  fome  future  occaiion,or 
greater  Icifure  may  invite  m^.  Whatever 
then  be  the  fate  of  my  performance,  I  have  a 
claim  in  one  inftance  to  the  indulgence  of  my 
reader^  by  having  fpared  him  the  trouble  of 
running  over  all  the  idle  fables,  and  even  the 
dull  truths^  with  which  my  originals  abound, 
and  which  I  have  fupprefied  in  great  number; 
fince  both  of  them  are,  in  my  opinion,  highly 
difgraceful  to  an  hiflorical  piece,  in  which  nch- 
thing  Jhould  be  written  that  is  fabuhusy  nor 
any  things  bow  true  foever  it  may  be^  b^t  ivbat 
defervesto  be  read^^ 

As  to  the  nature  of  my  piece,  though  I  have 
intitled  it  an  Effay  on  theHiJlory  of  the  J'urks; 
yet,  from  the  age  of  Elizabeth  tP  th?  prefent 
century,  the  biftory  of  our  Trade  to  the  Levant 

*  Three  pages  of  the  original  are  here  omitted,,  as  it 
appears  by  a  manuscript  note,  that  it  was  intended  to  alter 
them. 
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is  interwoven  with  it,  and  a  few  hints  are 
refpe£tfully  ofFered  for  its  improvement;    an 
object  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  whole 
nation.     The  par^  which  relates  to  the  Caufes 
of  the  rife  and  decline  of  the  Turkijb  Empire 
was  written  after  the  model  of  M.  de  Montef-^ 
quieu's  Confderations  on  the  grtatmfs  of  the 
Romans  j  nor  am  I  under  any  apprehenfion 
of  being  cenfured  for  imitating  fo  excellent  a 
pattern,  to  which  I  may  juftly  apply  the  words 
of  CiceroC'—'^^  Demojihenem  imitemur.     O  Dii 
honi!  quid  ergo  nos  aliud  agimus^  aut  quidaliud 
^tafhus  ?  at  non  ajjequimur^'' 
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APPENDIX, 


Tfitfe  following  pag^  contain  fome  compofi- 
tions  of  Sir  William  Jones,  which  have  not 
been  printed.  The  Jirjly  a  litttle  Eflay  on  the 
Grecian  Orators,  was  written  at  the  Univer- 
lity,  and  exhibits  an  elegant  fpecimen  of  hid 
early  talents  in  the  compofition  of  Latin ;  more 
of  the  fame  kind  might  be  added,  but  the  curio- 
fity  of  the  reader  on  this  fubjedl,  may  be  gra- 
tified by  a  reference  to  the  fixth  volume  of 
Sir  William  Joneses  Works*  The  reader  will 
obferve  the  connedlion  between  the  Eflay 
now  prefentedto  him^  and  the  quotation  which, 
concludes  the  Freliminary  Difcourfe  in  the 
preceding  page. 

The  fecond  19  an  Italian  compofitioni  writ- 
ten by  Sir  William  Jones  wheil  he  Was  ftudy- 
ing  that  language  j  and  I  rely  upon  the  judg- 
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mcnt  of  a  native  of  Italy,  who  has  pronounc- 
ed it  claflical  and  elegant.  The  third  exhibits 
a  curious  fpecimen  of  the  form  and  meafure  of 
a  Perfiari  Ode  of  Jami,  and  on  this  account  it 
-  is  inferted.  The  Jburfh^  a  fong  from  the  Per- 
fian,  is  hi  the  meafure  of  the  original,  and  will 
not  be  thought  deficient  in  beauty.  The  re- 
maining compofitions  require  no  particular 
obfervation. 

For  want  of  a  fitter  opportunity,  I  here 
tranfcribe  from  the  writing  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  the  following  lines : 

Bahman  (a  native  of  Yezd,  and  follower  of 
thedodrines  of  Zoroafter)  i-epeated  this  morn- 
ing  four  glorious  and  pious  verfes,  which 
ought  to  be  engraven  on  every  heart: — 

VERSES. 

Make  the  worship  of  the  Great  Giver  habitual.     - 
Reflect  maturely  on  the  day  of  thy  departure. 
Fear  God,  and  do  no  wrong  to  man. 
This  is  the  way  to  salvation,  and  this  is  enough. 
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No.  I. 

DE   GRiEClS    ORATORIBUS. 
Cum  id  potiflimum  dicencU  ftudiofitf 
adolefeentibils  prscipi  fdeat,  ut  unum  ^  fum^ 
mis  oratoribus  deligant,  quern  totA  mentc,  tan* 
quam  pidorcs,  iotueantur^   et  quern  labore 
maximo  imitentxir  j  cum  vero  ftudiofd  cuivis 
perdifficile  fit   oratorem  deligere,  cui  fimilis 
efle  aut  velit  aut  debeat,  Tifum  eft  mihi  pauca 
de  Graecis  oratoribus  diflerere,  int»que  eos 
praecipuS  de  Demosthene,  quern  nemo  eft, 
opinor,  qui  non  imitari  cupiat^  nemo  qui  exi- 
mias  ejus  virtutes  imitando  fe  afTequi  pofia 
confidat ;  fed  prima  apfetenti^  ut  pulchrd  ait 
Cicero,  honeftum  eft  in  fecundis^  vel  tertiis  ^ 
conliftere. 

De  oratoribus  autem,  qui  Atbenis  florue-^ 
runt,  traftattirus,  vcreor  ut  Lyfiam  et  Ifecra^ 
tem^  in  eorum  numero  poflim  reponere,  quos 
mdLgispoIitifcriiendiyquhadiferti  dicendi^  pal- 
mam  confecutos  efle  puto,  magis  thgantice 
laude  fuiiTe  infignes,  quam  eloquentiae  glori  • 
Is  cnim,  qui  five  pudore,  five  imbecillitate  de- 
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territus,  in  arma  nunquam  prodeat,  fed  in  ludp 
folum  oratiunculas  fcriptitet,  utcunque  est  ful>> 
tiles  fint  atque  eniditse, y^r/^/^r  quidem  venuf- 
tus  ac  diligens  did  potefl,  fed  quomodo  orator 
appellandus  fit  non  video. 

Alii  tamen  complures,  quorum  orationes 
ad  nos  peryenerunt,  non  in  pompi  et  gym- 
nafio^  fed  in  ipfi  acie  habitat,  eloquentes  verd 
nominantur ;  inter  quos^  acumine  Dinarcbus 
prasftitifle  videtur,  vi  ac  lepore  Demades,  gra- 
vitate Lycurgus^  fonitu  JEfcbines  et  fplendorc 
didionis}  fed  hae  dicendi  virtutes  in  Demof^ 
tbene  uno  omnes  reperiuntur;  gravis  idem  fuit 
ac  fubtilis^  vim  habuit  pariter  et  fplendo- 
remj  'nee  kpos  fane  illi  defuit,  licet  pleriquc 
aliter  fentiant^  fed  elatus,  minax,  et  fui  pro- 
prius. 

Ilium  igitur  unicuique  veftrum^  qui  legum 
et  eloquentiae  ftudio  incenditur,  proponot 
quem  in  primis  miremini,  quem  imitemini 
fummo  ftudio,  cujus  orationes  non  pcrlegatis 
folum,  fed  patrio  fermone  reddatis,  fed  memo- 
riter  recitetis;  ea  vos  exercitatio  diligent^r 
contitiuata,  tales  et  verborum  oratores,  et  ac- 
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tores  renim  cfEcict,  qualis  apud  Athemen/es^ 
prsetcr  ipfum  Demosthenem  nemo  fuit. 

No.  II. 
TERZET^I. 

Gia  rosseggiava  intomo  all'  orizzonte 
Dolce  color  d'oriental  rubini, 
£  innanzl  al  blondo  padre  di  Fetonto 

Spargea  TAurora  rose  e  gelsomini : 
Cantando  a  gara  amQrosetti  lai 
Sen  gian  di  ramo  in  ramo  gli  augellinij 

Quando  presso  al  ruscel  cosi  cantai : 
^'  Ahiy  Ninfa  mia  ritrosa  e  vezzosetta^ 
La  prima  ond'io  nj'accesi  e  m'infiaipmaijj 

Quando  ti  vidi  pria  sopra  Terbetta, 

Pien  di  viole  e  di  liguatri  il  grembo, 
T,essendo  un'  amorosa  ghirlandetta^ 

Sedevi,  oime  !  selto  un  soave  nembo 
Di  rose^  e  la  tua  mano  alabastrina 
Sostenea  di  tua  gonna  il  ricco  len^bo^ 

E  sulla  mano  era  la  guancia  inchina, 

Qual  fior  che  pende  sul  nativo  stelo, 
Che  imbianca,  o  gelo  o  pioggia  cristallina* 

Scendesti  allor  cred*  io  dal  terzo  cielo 

Per  ingannar  gl'  incauti  e  rozzi  petti  j 
O  la  sorella  del  gran  Dio  di  Delo, 

0  colei  fosti  che  ne'  boschi  eletti 

Di  Cipro  e  Pafo  per  Adon  sospira. 
Dacche  mirai  tuoi  risi  leggiadretti, 

Rauco  era  il  suon  di  canna  e  ilauto  e  ]ira 
Ne  piacque  pi&  I'usaf  a  compagnia. 
Or  oghi  pastorella  che  mi  n^ira 

Si  burla  della  mia  malinconia  ; 

Ch^  fra  romiti  monti,  e  sopra  il  sasso 
Sempre  sfogando  vo' Tambasciamia; 
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£d  erro>  non  80  dove  passo  pasdOy 

Piangendo  si,  che  da  sua  stanza  nera 
Eco  rispOQde  a'  miei  singulti :  Ahi  lasso ! 

Ah,  se  mai  mi  dara  la  donna  altera 
Soavi  bacij  o  c[uel  che  piii  desiof 
Allor  allpr  pn  ^jjpce  lusin^hi^r^ 

Cantero  lietamei)te4J/austo  Dio 

D'amore :  Amor  risponderanno  I  colli: 
Vedranno  i  vezzi  noetri^  e'l  gaudio  xrd^ 
I  cespugli  fioriti  e  gli  antri  molU. 


IMITATIONS. 

Line  2.    Dolce  color,  &c, 

Dolce  color,  d'oriental  zaffi^ro 

Che  s'accoglieva  nel  sereno  aspetto 

Deir  aer  puro.  Dante,  Par,  c.  1. 

line  5.     Cantando  a  gara,  &c« 

Odi  quel  rusignolo 

Che  va  di  ramo  in  ramo 

Cantandoj  lo  amo,  id  amOt  Tasso  Am.a(t.i.S.  1 . 
Line  13.    Sedevi  oime,  &c» 

Da'  be'  rami  scendea 

Dolce  nella  memoriae 

Una  pioggia  di  fior  sopra'l  suo  grembo  j 

Ed  ella  si  sedea 

Umile  in  tanta  gloria 

Coverta  gia^dell'  amoroso  nembo  j 

Qual  fior  cadea  sul  lembo, 

Qual  su  le  treceie  biond^ 

Ch'oro  forbito  e  perle 

Eran  quel  di  a  vederle : 

Qual  si  posava  in  terra,  e  qual  su  Tgnde  j^ 

K  K  2 
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Qual  con  vn  vago  errore 
Ginndo,  parca  dir  5  *<  qui  regna  Amore.** 
Pet  par.  1.  Can.  14.* 
line  55.    Soavi  baci|  &c. 

Ella  mi  seque 
Oar  promettendo  ^  cfai  Winsegna  a  lei 
O  dolcibacii  oxosa^ira  piu  cara. 

Tasso  Am.  Prologo, 

«  Sir  WOluni  i(mm  hu  givtt  a  bcaiitifttl  tranilatioa  of  this  puNi^ 
of  Petrarch.    See  Works,  toL  z.  p.  858. 
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No.  TV. 

AvSONGj  from  the  PeHsiaN)  paraphrased  in  die  mea- 
sure of  the  origins^, 

1. 

SwEfeT  as  the  rose  that  scents  the  gale> 
Bright  as  the  lily  of  the  vale, 
Tet  with  a  heart  like  summer  hailf 
Marring  each  beauty  thou  bearest. 

2. 
Beauty  like  thine^  all  nature  thrills; 
And  when  the  Moon  her  circle  fills. 
Pale  she  beholds  those  rounder  hiHs, 
Which  on  the  breast  thou  wearest, 

;  S. 
Where  could  those  peerless  flowrets  blow  ? 
Whence  are  the  thorns  that  near  them  grow  ? 
Wound  me,  but  smile,  O  lovely  foe. 
Smile  on  the  heart  thou  tearest. 

4. 
Sighing,  I  view  that  cypress  waist, 
DoomM  to  afflict  me  till  embracM; 
Sighing,  I  view  that  eye  too  chaste, 
'  Like  the  new  blossom  smiling. 
"^  5. 

Spreading  thy  toils  with  hands  divine. 
Softly  thou  wavest  like  a  pine. 
Darting  thy  shafts  at  hearts  like  mine. 
Senses,  and  soul  beguiling. 

6. 
See  at  thy  feet  no  vulgar  slave. 
Frantic,  with  love's  enchanting  wave. 
Thee,  ere  he  seek  the  gloomy  grave^ 
Thee,  his  blest  idol  styling. 
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Lady  Jones  having  been  exposed  to  some  danger  in  an 
evening  wulk  over  the  plains  of  Plassey,  Sir  William 
almost  immediately  wrote  the  following  stanzas  : 

•      No.  V. 
PLASSEY-PLAIN*, 
A  Ballad^  addressed  to  Lady  Jones,  by  her  Husband. 

Aug.  3, 1784.. 
.  'Tis  not  of  Jafer,  nor  of  CUve, 
On  Plassey^s  glorious  field  I  sing^ 
'I'is  of  the  best  good  girl  alive, 

Which  most  will  deem  a  prettier  thing. 

The  Sun  9  in  gaudy  palan^^ueen, 

Curtain'd  with  purple,  fringed  with  gold, 

^t'iring  no  more  heav'n's  vault  serene, 
RetirM  to  sup  with  Ganges  old. 

When  Anna,  to  her  bard  long  dear, 
(Who  lov^dnot  Anna  on  the  banks 

Of  Elwy  swift,  or  Testa  clear  ?) 

Tripp'd  thro'  the  palm  grove's  verdant  ranks. 

Where  thou,  blood-thirsty  Subahdar, 
Was  wont  thy  kindred  beasts  to  chase, 

TiU  Britain's  vengeful  hounds  of  war, 
Chas'd  thee  to  that  well-destin'd  place. 

She  knew  what  monsters  rang'd  the  brake, 
Stain'd  like  thyself  with  human  gore. 

The  hooded,  and  the  necklac'd  snake. 
The  tiger  huge,  and  tusked  boar. 

To  worth,  and  innocence  approv'd, 
E'en  monsters  of  the  brake  are  friends: 

*  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  the 
reader  the  victory  gained  by  Lord  CUve^  over  Seraj^uddoula,  Subahdar 
or  Viceroy  of  Bengal  ^on  Plassey  Plain. 
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Thus  o*cr  the  plain  at  ease  she  moT^d: — 
Who  fears  oflfence  that  ne'er  offends? 

Wild  perroquets  first  silence  broke. 

Eager  of  dangers  near  to  prate  i 
But  they  in  English  never  spoke. 

And  she  began  her  moors  *  of  late. 

Next,  patient  dromedaries  stalk'd. 

And  wish'd  her  speech  to  understand^ 

But  Arabic,  was  all  they  talkM;— 
Oh,  had  her  Arab  been  at  hand! 

A  serpent  dire,  oT  size  minute. 

With  necklace  teown,  and  freckled  side^ 

Then  hastened  from  her  path  to  shoot, 
And  o*er  the  narrow  causey  glide. 

Three  elephants,  to  warn  hef,  call. 

But  they  no  western  tongue  could  speak 

Tho*  once,  at  Philobiblian  stall. 
Fame  says,  a  brother  jabber'd  Greek. 

Superfluous  was  their  friendly  zeal ; 

For  what  has  conscious  truth  to  fear  ? 
Fierce  boars  her  powlrftil  influence  feel. 

Mad  buffaloes,  or  fru-ious  deer. 

E*en  tigers,  never  aw*d  before. 

And  panting  for  so  rare  a  food. 
She  dauntless  heard  around  her  roar. 

While  they  the  jackals  vile  pursued- 

No  wonder  since,  on  Elfln  Land, 
Frais'd  in  sweet  verse  by  bards  adept, 

A  lion  vast  was  known  to  stand. 

Fair  virtue's  guard,  while  Una  slept. 

*  A  cdfiimon  expression  for  the  Hindustanee,  or  vernacular  language 
of  India. 
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Yet  oh!  had  one  her  perils  known, 

(Tho'  all  the  lions  in  all  space 
Made  her  security  their  pwnj 
.  He  ne*er  had  found  a  resting  place« 

No.  VL 

On  seeing  Miss  *  *  *  ride  by  him,  without  knowing  her, 

Cardigan,  August  14-,  17B0. 
So  lightly  glanc'd  she  o*er  the  lawn. 

So  fightly  through  the  vale* 
That  not  more  swiftly  bounds  the  fawn. 
In  Sidon's  p^my  dale. 

Full  well  her  bright-hair*d  courser  knew. 

How  sweet  a  charge  he  bore. 
And  proudly  shook  the  tassels  blue^ 

That  on  his  neck  he  wore. 

Her  vest,  with  liveliest  tincture  glowM, 

That  Summer-blossoms  wear. 
And  wanton  down  her  shoulders  fiow'4,  ' 

Her  hyacinthine  hair* 

Zephyr  in  play  kad  loosed  the  string. 

And  with  it  laughing  flown. 
Diffusing  from  his  dewy  wing, 

A  fragrance  not  his  own. 

Her  shape  was  like  the  slender  pine. 

With  vernal  buds  arrayed, 
O  heav'n !  what  rapture  would  be  mine, 

To  slumber  in  its  shade. 

Her  cheeks— one  rose  had  Sirepion  seen, 

But  dazzled  with  the  sight, 
At  distance  viewed  her  nymph*like  mien, 

And  fainted  nuith  delights 
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a^  thoHght  Diana  from  the  cha^^^ 

Was  hastening  to  her  bow V  ; 
For  more  than  mortal  seemed  a  face^ 

Of  such  resistless  pow V. 

Actxon^s  fatal  change  he  fear'd^ 

And  trembled  at  the  breeze  ^ 
Highautlers  had  his  fancy  rear'd^ 

And  quiv'ring  sunk  his  knee»* 

He  well  might  ferr — that  mom  confess*d> 

The  queen  with  silver  beam. 
Shone  forth,  and  iSfyi;^  thus  address'ds 

By  Tiv/s  azure  stream : 

•*  Let  us  this  day  our  robes  exchange  5 

"  Bind  on  my  waxing  moon ; 
^  Then  through  yon  woods  at  pleasure  rangp^ 

•'  And  shun  the  sultry  noon. 

^  Whilst  I  at  Cardigan  prepare 

**  Gay  stores  of  silk  and  lace, 
**  Like  thine,  will  seem  my  flowing  hair, 

**  Like  thine,  my  heav'nly  grace* 

**  My  brother  Phoebus  lost  his  heart 
•*  When  first  he  viewed  thy  charms, 

**  And  would  this  day,  with  dang'rous  art, 
*^  Allure  thee  to  his  arms* 

"  But  Cynthiaj  friend  to  virgins  fair, 

**  Thy  steps  will  ever  guide, 
**  Protect  thee  from  th'  enchanting  snare, 

**  And  o*er  thy  heart  preside. 


**  In  vain  his  wiles  he  shall  essay, 
**  And  touch  his  golden  lyre ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^507 

^  Then  to  the  skies  $haU  wing  Lis  wajr^ 
•*  With  pale,  yet  raging  fire. 

^*  Should  he  with  lies  traduce  the  fair, 
**  And  boast  how  oft  he  kiss'd  her, 

**  The  gods  shall  laugh  while  I  declare, 
**  He  flirted  with  his  sister/' 


No.  VII. 
Au  FIRMAMENT. 

**  Would  I  were  yon  blue  field  above, 
(Said  Plato,  warbling  am'rous  lays) 

**  That  mth  ten  thousand  eyes  of  love, 
**  On  thee  for  ever  I  might  gaze.*' 

0     My  purer  love  the  wish  disclaims, 
For  were  I,  like  Tiresias,  blind, 
Still  should  I  glow  with  heavenly  flames. 
And  gaae  with  rapture  on  thy  mind. 

No.Vill. 
SONG. 

Wake,  ye  nightingales,  oh,  wake  ! 

Can  ye,  idlers,  sleep  so  long? 
Quickly  this  dull  silence  break ; 

Burst  enraptur'd  into  song : 
Shake  your  plumes,  your  eyes  unclose, 
No  pretext  for  more  repose* 

Tell  toe  not,  that  Winter  drear 
Still  delays  your  promls'd  tale. 

That  no  blossoms  yet  appear. 
Save  the  snow-drop  in  the  dale; 
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Tell  me  not  the  woods  arebire  ;-* 
VaiD  excuse  I  prepare !  prepare  I 

View  the  hillocks^  view  the  meads  t 

AU  are  verdant^  alt  are  gay  ; 
lulia  comes;  and  with  her  leads 

Health,  and  Youth,  and  UodmingMay* 
When  she  smiles,  fresh  roses  blow;. 
Where  she  treads,  fresh  lilies  grow. 

Hail !  ye  grores  of  Bagley,  hail ! 

Fear  no  more  the  chilling  air : 
Can  your  beauties  ever  feil? 

Julia  has  pronounced  you  fair. 
She  could  cheer  a  cavem*s  gloom, 
She  could  make  a  desert  Uoom. 

Amongft  the  manufcript  papers  of  Sir  Wil- 
Ham  JoncSj^  written  in  Bengal,  I  find  the 
delineation  of  the  plan  of  a  Tragedy  on  the 
ftory  of  SOHR AB,  a  Perfian  hero,  who  ads 
a  fhort,  but  confpicuous  part  in  the  heroic 
poem  of  Ferdufi,  the  Homer  of  Perfia.  The 
{lory  in  the  original^  is  ia  fubftance  as 
follows : 

RusTUM,  the  hero  of  Oriental  Romance, 
was  married  to  Tahmina^  the  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Summungariy  a  city  on  the  confines  ot 
Tartary.  He  left  her  in  a  ftatc  of  pregnancy, 
giving  her  a  bracelet^  which,  in  the  event  of 
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the  birth  of  A  child,  flie  wai  to  bind  on  itft 
arm.  She  was  delivered  of  ^fon.  Tahmina^ 
apprehenfive  that  Ttujium  would  deprive  her 
pi  him,  informed  him,  that  ihe  had  a  daugh- 
ter, and  Rujlum  entertained  no  fufpicion  of 
the  deceit,  Sobrdb  inherited  the  heroic  (pirit 
of  his  father,  whom  when  he  grew  up  he  was 
flioft  anxious  to  fee,  and  when  he  had  attained 
the  age  of  puberty,  he  formed  a  plan  for  attack-^ 
ing  Kaoos,  the  king  of  Perfia,  in  the  declar- 
ed intention  of  depriving  him  of  his  crown, 
and  placing  it  on  the  head  oiRuftum. 

Afrasiab,  the  fovereign  of  Tartary,  who 
'was  apprifed  of  the  parentage  of  Sobrdb^ 
eagerly  feconded  the  views  of  the  youth,  as  a 
long  hereditary  enmity  had  fubfifted  between 
the  two  monarchs  of  Perfia  and  Tartary.  He 
accordingly  offered  to  fumiih  Sohrdb  with  an 
army,  fending  with  it,  at  the  fame  time,  two 
generals,  on  whom  he  relied,  with  fecret  in- 
ftru6tions  to  prevent  the  difcovery  of  Ruftum 
by  Sobrdb^  and  to  endeavour  to  bring  them  to 
fingle  combat,  hoping  that  the  youthful  vigour 
pf  Sobrdb  wpuld  overcome  Rujlum^  and  pave 
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the  way  to  the  conqueft  of  Perlla.  After  the 
death  of  Ruftum^  he  propofed  to  deftroy  Soh-^ 
rah  by  treachery.  This  infidious  fcheme  fuc- 
ceeded  in  part,  Sobrdb^  with  the  Tartarian 
army  invaded  Perfia,  and  was  oppofed  by  the 
Perfian  troops,  whom  he  defeated  in  feveral 
engagements*  Th^  anxious  endeavours  of 
^  Sobrab  to  difcover  his  father,  were  fruftrated 
by  the  falfehood  and  treaghery  of  the  generals 
of  Afrafiah^  and  the  two  heroes  met  in  battle 
without  knowing  each  other,  although  Soh^ 
rah  fufpeded  his  antagonift  jo*  be  Rvftuniy 
and  even  mentioned  his  fufpicion  to  lum, 
which  Ruftum  denied.  The  two  warriors  en- 
gaged in  fmgle  combat  th^ee  timcsj  on  the 
fecond  day,  Sohrah  had  the  advantage,  and 
Ruftum  faved  his  life  by  artifice;  on  the  third, 
the  ftrength  and  Ikill  of  Ruftum  prevailed,  and 
he  feized  the  opportunity  by  plunging  hi§ 
dagger  in  the  breaft  of  his  fon,  who,  before 
he  expired,  difcovered  himfelf  to  his  father, 
and  was  recognized  by  him.  The  diftrefs  of 
Sohr&bi  the  afflidion  of  Rtftum^  increaled  to 
agony  by  the  fight  of  the  bracelelet,  which  he 
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had  prefented  to  Tahmina^  on  the  aim  of  Soh^ 
rah  J  and  afterwards  exafperated  to  madnefs  by 
the  refufal  of  Kaoos,  to  fupply  him  with  a 
remedy  which  he  pofleflQd  of  infallible  effi- 
cacy, and  the  inconfolable  anguifti  of  Tah^ 
mina  on  learning  the  death  of  her  fon,  are 
defcribed  by  Ferdufi^  with  great  beauty 
and  pathos ;  and  the  whole  ftory  forms  one 
of  the  moft  afFeding  and  poetical  incidents  in 
the  Shahnameh. 

I  wifh  it  were  in  my  power  to  gratify  the 
reader  with  a  tranflation  of  it,  but  I  want  both 
time  and  abilities  for  the  tafk.  I  fhall,  how- 
ever, venture  to  prefent  him  with  the  verfion 
of  a  few  lines,  which  Ferdufi  p  uts  into  the 
mouth  of  Sohrdhy  immediately  after  he  had 
received  the  fatal  wound,  defcribing  the  mode 
in  which  the  two  heroes  difcovered each  other; 
the  paflage  (in  the  original  at  leaft)  is  neither 
deficient  in  merit  nor  intereft. 

To  find  a  father  only  known  by  name, 
"Wretch  that  I  am,  I  sought  t\  e  field  of .  ame. 
Vain  hope  !  thy  hand  has  sealM  a  mother's  woes ; 
On  the  cold  scd,  my  head  must  now  repose. 
Yet,  hero  !  deem  not  unreveng'd  I  bleed, 
,  Paternal  vengeance  marks  thy  ruthless  deed. 
No !  couldst  thou  quit  this  earth,  and  viewless  trace. 
On  airy  pinions  borne,  the  realms  of  space,         C^  r\r\ci\(> 
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Or  like  a  fish>  the  ocean's  depths  pervade^ 

Or  like  the  nighty  involve  thy  form  in  shade^ 

My  sire,  pursuing,  shall  revenge  my  death. 

**  What  sire?'*  the  victor  cries  with  fault'ring  breath, 

"  Rustum!'*  (the  youth  rejoins)  "  Tahmina  fair. 

My  spotless  mother,  nam'd  me  Rtistuni*s  heir.  '* 

The  plan  of  the  propofed  Tragedy,  appears 
to  have  been  frequently  revifed  and  corredted; 
the  bufinefs  of  each  ad  is  detailed,  but  after 
all,  it  is  too  imperfed  for  publication.  From 
the  introduction  of  a  chorus  of  Perfian  Sages 
or  Magi,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  Sir  William 
Jones  propofed  writing  it,  after  the  model  of 
the  Greek  tragedy,  and  he  certainly  intended 
to  obferve  a  ftrift  adherence  to  the  coftume 
of  the  age  and  country,  in  which  the  events 
of  his  Tragedy  wece  fuppofed  to  have 
occurred. 

The  following  Epode,  is  the  only  part  of 
the  compofition  fufficiently  complete  for  the 
reader^speiufal. 

E  P  O  D  E. 

What  power,  beyond  all  powers  elate. 
Sustains  this  universal  frame  ? 
'Tis  hot  nature,  *tis  not  fate, 
*Tis  not  the  dance  of  atoms  blind, 
Etherial  space,  or  subtile  flame  i 
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No  5  'tis  one  viast  eternal  mind> 
Too  sacred  for  an  earthly  name* 
He  forms,  pervades,  directs  the  whole j 
N    Not  like  the  macrocosm's  imag'd  soul. 
But  provident  of  endless  gopd. 
By  ways  Bor  seen,  nor  understood^ 
Which  e'eiT  his  angels  vainly  might  explore. 
High,  their  highest  thoughts  abo>e. 
Truth,  wisdom,  justice,  mercy,  love. 
Wrought  in  his  heavenly  essence,  blaze  aind  soar. 
Mortals,  who  his  glory  seek. 
Rapt  in  contemplation  meek. 
Him  fear,  him  trust,  him  venerate,  htm  adore. 

I  annex  a  fac-fimile  of  the  writ  ing  ofSir 
William  Jones,  and  I  clofc  the  volume  with 
fome  lines  on  his  death,  written  by  her  Grace      , 
the  Duchefs  of  Devonlhire,  and-  inferted  at 
the  particular  requeft  of  Lady  Jones. 

On  the  Death  of  Sir  William  Jones. 

T^mwathy  1795. 
Vnbounded  learning,  thoughts  by  genius  fram'd. 

To  guide  the  bounteous  labours  of  his  pen, 
Distinguish'd  him,  whom  kindred  sages  nam'd, 
"The  mostenlighten'dofthe  sons  of  men."* 

Upright  through  life,  as  in  his  death  resign'd. 

His  actions  spoke  a  pure  and  ardent  breast; 
Fakhful  to  God,  and  friendly  to  mankind. 

His  friends  rever'd  him,  and  his  country  blessed, 

*  Dr.  Johnson, 
I^/e— V.  11.  L  L 
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Admir'd  and  valued  in  t  dktant  lan<d^» 

His  gentle  manners  ilU  affection  won  | 
The  prostr&u  Hindu  ownM  his  fostering  handy 

And  Science  marked  him  for  her  favVite  son* 

Regret  and  praise  the  general  voice  bestows^ 
And  public  sorrows  with  domestic  blend; 

Bat  deeper  yet  must  be  the  grief  of  those, 
Who,  while  the  sage  they  honoured,  Wd  th?  &iw4n 
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